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THROUGHOUT  the  following  fhcets,  the 
Reader  is  not  to  exped:  the  Hiftory,  but,  the 
Life  of  Frederick  the  Second*  The  Author  has 
applied  his  purfuits  to  a  multitude  of  interefting 
anecdotes^  to  a  diverfified  affeniblage  of  curious 
particulars,  and  to  fuch  a  colleftion  of  pleafing 
details  as  enter,  always  with  propriety,  into  the 
Memoirs  of  lUuftfious  Men,  although  they  do 
not,  ftridlly,  jconfHtutc  what  might  be  regarded 
as  materials  for  the  graver  page  of  HiftQiy.  It 
falls,  however,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  within 
the  province  of  the  Biographer  to  enumerate  the 
brilliant  fcenes  of  war  in  which  this  gallant 
Prince  was  fo  confpicuoufly  engaged ;  becaufe, 
they  prove  that  He  conducted  his  battles,  like  a 
Captain  and  a  Soldier,  not  merely  mixing  with 
his  troops,  but,  appearing,  throughout  every  fer- 
vice,  at  their  head,  as  a  determined  and  experi- 
enced Leader. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Writer  of  the  enfuing 
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p^gea>  the  mofiM&t  for  engaging  ia  th^atfeii^pt 
to  become  the  Hiftorian  of  the  Life  of  Frederick 
the  Second  was,  ftill,  confiderably  diftant.  Freeljr 
to  canvafs  events  of  which  the  dates  are  recent 
at  once  befpcft^s  a  want  oS  policy,  and  the  i^o- 
ranee  of  danger.     Better  is  it,  to  wait  until  the 
i-avages  of  time  ihall  have  annihilated  the  pride 
which  is,  perpetually,  too  vulnerable,  and  the 
captious  vanity ,^  which  it  is  fo  dffficult  to  av^id 
offending.  And  whert,  likewife,  is  the  poffibiKty 
of  defcribing  the  whole  fcenery,  whifcft  a  part  of 
it  continues  hidden  By  an  impenetrable  curtain? 
Nor,  is  this  all:  it  appears  indifpenfably  rcqui-^ 
fite  to  prolong  the  completir)h  of  fo  arduouts  a 
tafk  until  the  Scyons  which  Frederick  the  Second 
has  planted  in  the  particular  conftitution  of  hi* 
own  ftates  fhall  have  produced  their  fruits  j  and 
until' ^  links  which  he  has  added  to  the  chain 
which  forms  the  more  extended  conftitution  of 
Europe  fhall  have  been  either  confolidated  or 
broken.     Then  only,  can  caufes  be  afcertained 
by  their  effects ;   and,  then  only,  muft  the  Hif- 
fbrian  hope  juftly  to  appreciate  the  character  of 
tile  Hero  whom  he  chufes  for  the  fubjefl:  of  his 
ihveftigation.     It  is  at  this  period  alone  that  he 
ca'n  induMge  the  idtaof  diifcovering  (what  the 
true  portraitures  of  even  the  moftdiftinguiihed 
c^Kirafters  willrprcfent)  abrlities  and  vittucs  which 
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it  is  asfair  to  ix^t  as  it  isApdiblc  to  imitate 
cheir  advantageous  a^vity  i^lpb  onors  and  vices 
which^  howibever  they  imy  have  dazzled,  are, 
always,  to  be  condemned,  detefted,  and  avoided^ 

And,  yet,  perhaps,  fdme  benefits  may  ari& 
from  that  particukr  anticipation  which,  not  lin- 
^ring  for  the  approach  of  any  future  aera,  a^t 
oncfe  enters  upon  a  feries  of  details  refpefting  the 
life  and  charadier  of  this  extraordinary  Monarch* 
The  objed  of  tkt  author  is  to  colled  into  one 
jnafs  all  the  intefeftuijg  anecdotes  whicV  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  interweav|b  with  a  biographical  relation  of 
fuch  peculiar  impcirtanee.  Although  he  may 
not  have  fucceeded  in  his  endeavours  to  preient 
the  reader,  with  an  exadl  refemblance  of  Frede- 
rick, at  leaft  he  flatters  himfelf  that  he  has 
drawn  the  outlines  vnth  fo  correct  a  pencil,  that 
the  Man  of  Genius  may  not  find  hioifelf  at  a 
.  lofs  for  either  the  materials  or  the  power  to  give 
he  lafl  decifive  touches  to  the  picture. 

v'  -^  no  occafion  has  he  ventured  to  introduce 
his  owti  opinion  without  the  utmofl  confciouf- 
ncfs  that  he  ii  not  exempt  from  fallibility. 
Could  he  prefame  at  all>  it  mufl  be  upon  the 
fearlefs  freedom  with  which  he  developes  a  mul- 
titude of  circumftances,  to  preferve  them  in  the 
light  in  which  they  ftruck  him  at  the  firft 
glance,  and  where  they  flill  continue  to  attract 
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his  obfervation.  ^Hlfich  is  the  privilege  and  fuch 
the  duty  of  an  irfi^iwtial  writCF;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  that,  upon  this  ground,  he  may  be  led 
into  miftakes,  it  is  even  more  than  probable  that 
he  will  remain  guiltlcfs  ©fa  voluntary  falfehood. 

By  fome,  perhaps,  what  he  adduces  may  be 
called  in  queftion.  He  is  prepared  to  meet,  with 
pleafure^  the  produdtion  of  every  point  which 
can  invalidate  his  narration.  All  this  may  give 
a^fcope  to  the  difco very  of  truth;  and  for  his 
own  part,  he  fhall  chearfidly  fubmit  to  better  in- 
formation. All  in  this  world  (to  borrow  the 
language  of  a  fair  humourift)  is  liable  to  expor 
fure :  Men  judge  as  they  feel  and  fee :  The  Public 
muft  decide. 

The  author  conceives  himfelf  compelled  to 
lay  a  ftrcfs  upon  certain  particulars  of  the  lite- 
rary life  of  Frederick  the  Second ;  becaufe,  fub- 
fequently  to  his  death,  fevcral  letters  and  orders 
which  he  wrote  and  ifTued  have  been  fo  grofsly 
mKreprefented,  that  numbers  of  perfons  ftill  con- 
tinue to  entertain  an  erroneous  idea  of  his  fen- 
timents  refpefting  learning,  his  academy,  and 
the  reftriftion  and  the  freedom  of  the  prefs.  It 
feemed  a  neceffary  aft  of  juftice  to  redify  mifr 
takes  of  fuch  a  nature ;  and  the  rather,  as  they 
Jiaye  been  addpted,  without  exception,  by  the 
^rman  writers, 
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For  the  purpofe  of  elucldalb^,  and  afcer* 
aining  thefe  circumftances^  the  author  has  pro* 
rured  all  thj?  original  documents  to  which  they 
)ear  an  intimate  relation :  and^  thus  fuppUed>  he 
las  enjoyed  the  pleafibgfatisfa^iioii  whkh^  natur- 
ally, arifes  from  the  power  of  deftroying  thofe 
injuf^  opinions  which    have    been  circulated 
hroughout  Germany  by  a  fpirit  of  unjuitifiable 
>repofrefIion<.     Of  the  fources  of  his  Extradi^ 
ind  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Originals  and  the 
popies  in  his  poflefjion,   he  is  dilpofed,  when 
railed  upon,  to  give  an    unrpferved  account. 
To  feveral  of  thefe,  he  has  not  recurred  as  tef- 
dmonials  for  the  veracity  of  his  remarks  ;  be- 
::aufe,  drawing  him  to  an  unwarrantable  diftanqe 
From  the  main  fubjedt,  they  might  have  led,  ini- 
fenfibly,  to  the  invidious  Lines  of  private  con* 
:eftation.   Let  it  not  be  inferred  from  hence  that 
:hey  are  to  continue  perpetually  ufelefs.      On 
the  contrary,  they  fliall  come  forward  in  the 
TLoment  of  the  appearance  of  a  n^ceflity  for 
3aorc  copious  details. 

To  quote  nearly  four  hundred  works  from 
vhich  he  has  felefted  his  different  materials 
yould  prove  fuperfluous.  Let  it  fuffice  that 
die  jnoll  eflential  are  mentioned  to  the  reader, 
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FIRST    PERIOD, 

FROM  THE  BIRTH  OF  FREDERICK    TO  HIS  ACCESSIOW 
TO  THE  THRONE. 

17  1 2 1740. 


A  CENTURY  has  not  yctclapfed  fince  the  elec- 
toral houfc  of  Brandenbourg,  at  this  day  fo  pow- 
crful,  was  limited  to  pofleflions  of  a  very  Ihiall  extent. 
Brandenbourg,  at  that  period,  rcfemblcd  thofe  little 
German  ftates  whofe  whole  policy  confifts  in  watching 
which  of  the  great  powers  of  the  empire  is  likely  to 
preponderate,  in  order  to  cloke  themfelves,  according 
to  circumftanccs,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  one  or 
the  other. 

Vol.  I.  B  The 
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THROUGHOUT  the  foliowlng  iheets>  the 
Reader  is  not  to  expcd:  the  Hiftory^  but,  the 
Life  of  Frederick  the  Second*  The  Author  has 
applied  his  purfuits  to  a  multitude  of  interefting 
anecdotes^  to  a  diverfified  affeniblage  of  curious 
particulars,  and  to  fuch  a  collection  of  pleafing 
details  as  enter,  always  with  propriety,  into  the 
Memoirs  of  lUuftrious  Men,  although  they  do 
not,  ftridkly,  conftitute  what  might  be  regarded 
as  materials  for  the  graver  page  of  Hift<^.  It 
falls,  however,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  within 
the  province  of  the  Biographer  to  enumerate  the 
brilliant  fcenes  of  war  in  which  this  gallant 
Prince  was  fo  confpicuoufly  engaged ;  becaufe, 
they  prove  that  He  conduced  his  battles,  like  a 
Captain  and  a  Soldier,  not  merely  mixing  with 
his  troops,  but,  appearing,  throughout  every  fer- 
vice,  at  their  head,  as  a  determined  and  experi- 
enced Leader. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Writer  of  the  enfuii)|; 
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piagea>  the  moniat  &>s  cagi^^ift  tb^attompf 
to  become  the  Hiftorian  of  the  Life  of  Frederick 
the  Second  was,  ftill,  confiderably  diftant.  Freeljr 
to  canvafs  events  of  which  the  dates  are  recent 
at  once  befpcijts  a  want  of  policy,  and  the  ite- 
rance of  danger.     Better  is  it,  to  wait  until  the 
ravages  of  time  fhall  have  annihilated  the  pride 
which  is,  perpetually,  too  vulnerable,  and  the 
captious  vanity,,  which  it*is  fo  difficult  to  av<)id 
offending.  And  whei'e,  likfewiffe,  is  the  poffibility 
of  defcribing  the  wh6le  fcencry,  whitft  a  part  of 
it  continues  hidden  Hy  an  iinpcnetrablc  curtaiai? 
Nor,  is  this  all:  it  appears  indifpenfably  rcqui- 
fite  to  prolong  the  completit)h  of  fo  ardubtis  a 
tafk  until  the  Scyons  which  Frederick  the  Second 
has  planted  in  the  particular  conftitution  of  hh 
own  ftates  fhall  have  produced  their  fruits ;  and 
until*  •!»  links  which  he  has  acWed  to  the  chain 
which  forms  the  more  extended  conftitution  of 
Europe  fhall  have  been  either  confoKdated  or 
broken.     Then  only,  can  caufes  be  afcertained 
by  their  effeds ;   and,  then  only,  muft  the  Hif- 
torian hope  juftly  to  appreciate  the  charadier  of 
die  Hero  whc^  he  chufes  for  the  fubjeft  of  his 
ihveftigation.     It  is  at  this  period  alone  that  he- 
can  indutdge  therdtaof  difcovering  (what  the 
true  portraitures  of  even  the  moftdiftinguiflbed 
dfearaifters  willprefent)  abilities  andyictucswhtch 
'"-  *  ^^  it 
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it.is  :as  fair  ^to  :^^t  as  it  isj|i|jdablc  to  imiW^ 
dicir  advaritagequs  activity jlpll  errors  and  vices 
tvhich,  howfoever  they  m^y  kave  dazzled,  arc> 
^l.Ways^  to  be  condemned^  detefled^  and  avoided* 

AAd,  yet,  perhaps,  fdme  befits  may  arife 
from  that  particular  antieipation  whieh^  not  lin- 
gering for  the  approach  of  any  future  aara,  ajt 
pncfe.  enters  upoo  a  feries  of  details  refped:ing  the 
life  and  ehai^er  of  thia  extraordinary  Monarch. 
The  objeift  of  the  author  is  to  cpUedt  into  one 
jnkfs  all  the  int€feftifl|:  anecdotes  which  it  is  poi^ 
fible  to  inter Wca\^  yr<h  a  biographical  relation  of 
iuch  pecullai:  impurtance.  Although,  he  may 
liot  have  fucceeded  in  his  endeavours  to  prefcnt 
the  reader,  with  an  exadt  refemblancc  of  Frede- 
rick, at  leaft  he  flatters  himfelf  that  he  has 
xirawn  the  outlines  v«dth  fo  corre<3:  a  pencil,  that 
the  Man  of  Genius  may  not  find  himfclf  at  a 
.  lofs  for  either  the  materials  or  the  power  to  give 
the  laft  decifive  touches  to  the  picture. 

On  no  occafion  has  he  ventured  to  introduce 
hifl  oWh  opinion  without  the  utmoft  confciouf- 
.  'jfsi  that  he  i«  not  exempt  from .  fallibility^ 
Could  he  prefume  at  all,  it  muft  be  upon  the 
fearlefs.  freedom  with  which  he  developes  a  mul- 
titude of  circumftances,  to  preferve  them  in  the 
light  ia  which  they  ftruck  him  at  the  firft 
glance,  and  where  they  ftill  continue  to  attract 
A  2  his 
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guard  of  giants,  and  an  army  of  60,000  foldiers,  all  of 
^them  tall  and  well  cxercifed. 

Under  the  eledtor  George-William,  the  whole  forces 
of  Brandenbourg  confided  of  1 3  companies,  diftributed 
tt  Berlin,  Spandau,  and  Cuftrin.  That  prince  wifhing 
to  create  a  new  company,  the  burgomafter  of  a  little 
town  ventured  to  make  reprefentations  againft  it.  At 
the  death  of  the  Great  Eleftor,  which  happened  in 
1^88,  Brandenbourg  had  40  battalions,  of  four  com- 
panies, and  40  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  dragoons.  In 
1740,  king  Frederick- William  left  to  his  fon  Frede- 
rick II.  85  battalions,  and  11 1  fquadrons. 

It  has  been  remarked  particularly  in  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg,  that  the  inclinations  of  the  fon  are  in  ge- 
neral diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  father ;  and 
the  caufe  of  this  is  generally  attributed  to  the  reftraint 
in  which  the  hereditary  princes  ufually  live  before  their 
elevation  to  the  government.  Thus  the  Great  Eleftor 
fucceeded  to  the  feeble  George-William ;  thus  did  the 
vanity  and  troublefome  etiquette  of  the  court  of  Fre- 
derick I.  infpire  Frederick- William  with  thcexclufive 
tafte  for  foldiers  j  and  thus  did  the  foldier-like  igno- 
rance of  Frederick-William  give  rife  in  the  nniind  of 
Frederick  II.  to  the  love  of  politenefs  and  tlie  fine 
arts. 

Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  oppofite  inclinations,  the  mi- 
litary fpirit  ftill  propagated  itfelf  from  father  to  fon. 

It  was  the  Great  Eleftor  who  laid  the  firft  foundation 
of  the  military  power  of  Brandenbourg;  This  tafte, 
wJiif  h  feemed  to  diminifli  under  Frederick  I,  was  ftill 
prcfervcd,  however,  by  the  affiduity  and  cdiarafter.of 

Leopold 
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Leopold  of  Deflau,  a  coloffal  prince,  who  knew  only 
how  to  fight,  and  whom  nature  feems  to  have  in- 
tended for  a  grenadier,  though  his  birth  had  deftined 
him  to  be  a  prince. 

This  prince  of  Deflau  had  led  the  troops  of  Bran- 
denbourg  into  Italy  and  the  Low  Countries  ;  it  is  he 
who  formed  them  to  that  fcvere  difcipline,  without 
which  there  is  no  military  art. 

Frederick- William,  when  only  hereditary  prince,  had 
made  a  campaign  in  the  Low  Countries  with  the 
prince  of  Deflau.  It  is  faid,  that,  having  there  heard 
an  Englifli  ofiicer  fpeak  with  contempt  of  the  Pruflian 
troops,  then  in  the  pay  of  England,  he  was  fo  piqued 
at  it,  that  he  from  that  moment  formed  the  projeft  of 
creating  the  formidable  army  of  80,000  men  he  after- 
wards had,  and  of  maintaining  it  at  his  own  expence. 
Here,  poflibly,  is  one  of  the  minute  caufes  of  the 
great  power  of  Pruflia. 

Frederick- William  was  not  lefs  a  devotee  than  a 
foldier.  He  wiftied  his  foldiers  to  be  as  punflual  at 
church  as  at  the  parade.  He  commanded  them  to  at- 
tend fermon  and  take  the  facrament,  and  placed  two 
centinels  at  the  church  door  to  apprehend  thofe  who 
might  be  tempted  to  go  out. 

All  his  devotion  was  limited  to  thefe  external  prac- 
tices; and  as  his  chaplains  did  not  dare  to  tell  him  that 
mildnefs,  forbearance,  and  humanity,were  virtues  as  ef- 
fential  to  falvation,  it  never  occurred  to  him  that  there 
was  the  fmallefl:  harm  in  treating  his  children,  his  fer- 
vants^  and  his  fubjedts,  as  a  groom  treats  his  horfes,or  a 

B  4  corfair 
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corfair  his  flaves.     Such  was  the  father  of  Frede- 
rick IT-  (5) 

At  his  birth,  the  young  prince  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  French  refugee  lady,  called  du  Val  de 
Recoule,  who  had  been  his  father's  governante.  This 
lady,  who  had  underftanding  and  information,  infpired 
in  him  from  his  earlieft  youth  a  tafte  for  the  French 
language,  which  he  preferred  all  his  life  to  every  other, 
and  more  elpecially  to  that  of  his  own  nation.  (6). 

At  feven  years  old,  the  young  prince  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  madame  de  Recoule-  His  father, 
who  wi{hed  to  make  a  good  foldier  of  him,  difpofed 
every  thing  for  the  attainment  of  that  objeft.  Hq 
gave  him  for  governor,  general  count  de  Finkenftein, 
an  old  officer  grown  grey  in  arms  ;  for  fub-governor, 
colonel  de  Kalkftein,  who  had  no  lefs  courage  and  ex- 
perience :  major  de  Senning  taught  him  fortification 
and  mathematics  j  a  Frenchman,  called  du  Han  de 
Jendun,  whom  the  king  had  known  at  the  fiege  of 
Stralfund,  was  employed  to  inftrudt  him  in  other 
branches  of  knowledge  j  and  a  cadet,  of  the  name  of 
Kenzel,  taught  him  his  exercife. 

At  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  had  a  fmall  arfenal 
formed  for  him,  furnilhed  with  all  forts  of  arms  pro- 
portioned to  his  age  and  ftrength,  of  which  he  left  him 
abfolute  matter.  Soon  afi:er,  he  named  him  captain 
and  chief  of  the  corps  of  cadets,  and' the  young  prince 
performed  every  day,  in  miniature,  with  his  little  fol- 
diers,  all  the.  evolutions  by  which  the  father  exercifed 
his  giants.   In  the  end,  he  gave  him  a  company  in  his 

own 
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own  regiment,  famous  throughout  all  Europe,  andlhc 
leaft  man  of  which  was  little  fhort  of  feven  French  feet. 

As  we  may  imagine,  the  fermon  was  not  forgotten, 
and  he  was  obliged  regularly  to  take  the  facramcnt  in 
the  church  of  the  garrifon,  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
pany. 

Young  Frederick,  furroundcd  on  every  fide  with 
arms  and  warriors,  hearing  only  the  praifes  of  the  va- 
lour of  combats,  and  the  force  of  armies,  fometimes 
fighed  after  occupations  lefs  turbulent,  and  more  peace- 
ful converfations.  Born  with  a  tafte  for  the  arts,  he 
devoted  to  their  cultivation  every  moment  he  could 
efcape  from  the  vigilance  of  his  guardians.  He  was 
more  particularly  fond  of  poetry  and  mufic;  and  when 
he  could  find  a  moment's  leifure,  he  read  French  au* 
thors,  or  played  upon  the  flute.  But  his  father,  who 
knew  no  other  literature  but  the  Bible,  no  mufic  but 
that  of  mulketry  and  cannon,  threw  his  French  books 
in  the  fire,  and  broke  his  flute,  whenever  he  fur- 
prized  him  playing  or  reading. 

Fatigued  with  exercifes  and  military  ftudies,  wea- 
ried with  fermons  and  the  Bible,  overcome  by  the  in* 
flexible  feveriry  of  his  father,  the  youthful  prince  royal 
was  defirous  of  withdrawing  himfelf,  at  leafl:  for  a  time, . 
from  thefe  eternal  occupations,  and  demanded  per-^ 
miflfion  to  travel.  He. was  cnflamed  with  the  defire 
^  of  vifiting  Germany,  France,  England,  and  Italy. 
But  the  father,  who  could  not  conceive  that  there 
could  be  any  thing  in  the  world  worth  feeing,  after 
the  manoeuvres  of  his  regiment  of  guards,  was  inflex- 
ible to  his  prayers.    He  only  permitted  Frederick  to 

accompany 
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accbmpany  him  in  the  little  journies  he  made  from 
time  to  time  in  Germany. 

In  I72&,  he  took  liim  to  Drefden  to  fee  the  king  of 
Poland  5  and,  two  years  after,  they  made  another  tour 
in  Germany,  paffing  by  Leipfic,  Cobourg,  Bamberg, 
Erlang,  Nuremberg,  Anfpach,  Auglbourg,  Stoutgard, 
Louifbourg,  Manheim,  Darmftadt,  and  Frankfort  on 
the  Main,  from  whence  they  defcended  the  Rhine  to 
Wefel. 

Thefe  little  expeditions  augmented  in  the  prince 
royal  the  defire  of  undertaking  others  more  confidera- 
ble.  But,  convinced  that  his  father  would  prove  in- 
flexible, he  rcfolved  to  depart  fecretly,  and  entrufted 
two  of  his  young  friends,  Kat  and  Keit,  with  his  de- 
fign,  who  confented  to  accompany  him.  Money  was 
borrowed  for  the  occafion,  the  day  of  departure  fixed, 
they  were  on  the  point  of  fetting  off,  when  the  projedl 
was  difcovered.  The  father  was  jfurious  in  his  anger, 
and  implacable  in  his  vengeance.  He  (hut  up  his  fon 
in  the  fortrefs  of  Cuftrin,  and  determined  to  cut  oflf 
his  head.  (7)  His  trial  was  inftituted,  the  univerfities 
were  confulted,  and  the  judges  of  Berlin,  on  whom  he 
beftowcd  a  caning,  from  the  prefident  to  the  fecreta- 
ries,  when  they  did  not  decide  according  to  his  fan- 
cy, (8)  would  have  preferred  faving  their  own  flioul- 
ders  to  the  head  of  the  prince*  But  for  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  it  had  been  all  over  with  him.  This  prince 
fent  count  de  Seckendorf  to  Berlin  to  recal  the  king  to 
milder  fentiments.  With  great  difficulty  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  change  them.  Military  in  all  his  ac- 
tions^  he  regarded  his  fon  as  a  foldier  who  was  wanN 

ing 
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ing  in  fubordination,  and  as  a  deferter  who  merited 
death. 

Keir  efcapcd  to  Holland,  from  whence  he  made 
his  way  to  Portugal.  Kat  was  not  fo  fortunate.  The 
king  had  him  beheaded  under  the  windows  of  the 
prince  royal,  whofe  head  was  held  by  four  grenadiers 
turned  towards  the  fcaffold  i  and  he  aflifted  himfelf  at 
the  execution. 

The  prince  royal  remained  a  year  at  Cuftrin.  Du- 
ring  this  interval,  he  was  confined  to  occupations  ftill 
more  irkfome,  perhaps,  than  military  exefcifes,  to  a 
mind  full  of  fire,  in  which  the  love  of  the  fine  arts 
was  continually  augmented  by  the  refiftancc  it  expc- 
rienced.  His  father  wilhed  to  avail  himfelf  of  this 
opportunity  to  have  him  inftrufted  in  the  details  of 
government  and  finance.  Mr.  de  Munchow,  prefi- 
dent  of  the  chamber  of  domains  and  finances,  was  or* 
dered  to  make  him  affift  at  all  their  afiemblies,  to  con- 
lider  and  to  treat  him  as  a  fimple  counfellor,  and  to 
make  him  work  like  the  others.  The  y6ung  coun« 
fellor,  indeed,  aflifted  at  their  fittings ;  but,  inftead 
of  reading  adts,  or  copying  decrees,  he  amufedhim* 
felf  fometimes  in  reading  French  pamphlets,  at  others 
in  drawing  caricatures  of  the  prefident,  or  the  coun- 
fcHors  his  brethren,  reprcfenting  them  with  fatyricai 
attributes,  fuch  as  horns,  a  bottle,  cards,  or  other 
things  of  that  nature. 

The  prefident  de  Munchow  rendered  great  fcrviccs 
to  the  prince,  by  flimUhing  him  with  books  and  other 
articles,  in  fpite  of  the  father's  prohibition.  This 
was  incurring  a  great  riik ;  for  the  old  king,  who  had 

a  man 
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a  man  hung  up  as  he  would  fmokc  his  pipe,  would 
not  have  fpared  the  prefident,  had  he  received  the 
flighted  intelligence  of  his  compliances. 

At  length,  Frederick  was  recalled  to  Berlin.  The 
pretext  for  this  recal  was  the  celebration  of  his  eldeft 
lifter's  marriage  with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Bareith. 
The  queen  wept  to  obtain  his  return,  and  the  king 
feigned  to  grant  to  the  tears  of  his  fpoufe  what  was 
in  fad  neceflary  to  his  own  defigns. 

For,  fhortly  after  his  return,  there  was  a  talk  of 
marrying  him  j  and  the  year  following  he  efpoufed 
princefs  Elizabeth-Chriftina  of  Brunfwick,  niece  to 
the  emprefs*  The  prince  royal,  who  had  no  great 
realbn  to  be  content  with  his  father's  proceedings  to- 
wards him,  thought  it  extraordinary  that  he  fhould 
marry  the  emprefs's  niece,  after  the  reafbns  his  fa- 
mily had  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  court  of  Vienna: 
he  accordingly  made  fome  difficulties  5  but  Frede- 
rick-William employed  his  ufual  arguments  to 
convince  him,  that  is  to  fay,  his  cane,  and  a  few 
kicks. 

Many  circumftances  befides  had  already  contri- 
buted to  infpire  the  young  prince  with  indifference  for 
the  fair  fex.  He  never  recoUefted,  without  a  difa- 
grceable  impreffion,  that  his  father  had  caufed  the 
daughter  of  an  apothecary  at  Potzdam  to  be  publickly 
whipped  by  the  hand  of  the  common  hangman,  for 
having  fuffered  the  prince  royal  to  accompany  with 
his  flute  fome  fonatas  on  the  harpfichord,  on  which 
Ihe  was  an  indifferent  performer.  (9)  It  is  aflfertcd, 
likewiie^  that  he  had  not  been  fortunate  in  his.firftc 
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amours,  of  which  he  bore  lenfible  and  irreparable 
traces. 

The  young  princefs  poflcffed  beauty,  and  above  all 
an  excellent  hearty  which  ftill  endears  her  to  all  who 
know  her ;  but  the  prejudice  was  deeply  rooted,  and 
the  phyfical  obftacles  on  the  part  of  the  prince  were 
infurmountable. 

The  marriage  was  to  have  been  confummated  the 
1 2th  of  June,  173a,  at  Salzdahlen,  a  country  feat 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  Bruniwick.  Scarcely  were 
the  new-married  couple  in  bed,  before  the  cry  of  Fin t 
Fire  I  was  heard  on  every  fide.  The  hereditary  prince 
infbmtly  rifes  with  precipitadon,  and  fiies  with  the  ut^ 
moft  hade  to  find  out  where  the  conflagration  was.  Ic 
was  a  falfe  alarm  given  by  his  friends.  But  Frederick, 
fearing  left  his  young  fpoufe  (hould  be  too  much  ter- 
rified, fent  to  tranq\iillize  her^  and  would  not  trpubk 
her  repofe.  During  his  whole  life  he  beftowed  the 
greatdl  attention  on  this  refpeftable  princefs,  whom 
every  PrulTian  chcrifhcs>  and  of  whom  nobody  per- 
haps ever  uttered  an  ill  word.  ' 
.  On  the  occafion  of  this  marriage,  the  king  gave 
the  prince  the  county  of  Rupin.  Frederick  re- 
mained Ibme  time  at  Rupin,  the  capital  ^  but  he 
ibon  preferred  lettling  at  Rheinfberg,  two  leagues 
diihmt,  where  was  a  country  (eat,  which  the  king 
purcha&d  of  lieutenant  colonel  Beville,  to  make 
a  prcfent  of  to  the  prince.  (10)  This  little  town, 
built  in  the  fands,  on  the  frontiers  of  Mecklenbourg, 
and  which  contained  only  one  thoufand  inhabitants, 
Celt  the  effeds  of  the  prefence  of  a  youthful  prince, 

friendly 
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friendly  tx>  the  arts.  The  caiUe  ibon  took  a  new  {6rttu 
It  was  an  ancient  building  ready  to  fall  down;  the 
psixicc  I'epaired  it.  The  gardens  were  without  tafte  -, 
he  rendered  them  charming,  and  RheinA^erg  became 
a  delightful  abode.  Frederick  had  placed  the  foU 
lowing  infcription  over  the  great  gate  of  the  caftle : 
FRIDERICO  TRANQUILLITATEM  CO- 
LENTL  His  father  was  difpleafed  widi  it.  He 
imagined  that  a  prince  who  made  a  public  diiplay  c^ 
his  love  of  repofe>  of  mufic,  and  of  poetry,  was  but 
ill  calculated  to  be  his  fucceflbr ;  and  dreaded  left  he 
fliould  one  day  fufier  that  military  ftate  to  moulder 
into  ruins,  which  could  only  be  fupported  by  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  was  erefted. 
,  The  prince  had  hardly  taken  pofleffion  of  Rheins-^ 
berg,  when  an  order  from  his  father  drew  him  from 
this  folitude,  to  tranfport  him  amidft  the  tumult  of 
war. 

The  (ucceflion  to  the  crown  of  Poland  had  at  this 
time  lighted  up  the  flame  of  war  in  a  great  part  of 
Europe.  Frcderick-William  was  to  fend  10,000 
auxiliary  troops  to  the  Imperial  army  then  encamped 
towards  the  Rhine,  under  the  orders  of  prince  Eu- 
gene. The  king,  who  loved  his  ibldiers  too  well  to 
think  of  quitting  them,  rcfolved  in  perfon  to  condud 
them,  and  embraced  this  opportunity  of  giving  the 
prince  an  idea  of  war.  In  the  month  of  June,  the 
two  princes  arrived  at  Philipfbourg,  where  the  Impe* 
rial  army  lay.  Both  of  them  flept  in  tents  amidft 
their  foldiers.  The  king's  health,  which  was  already 
impaired,  hereby  fufiercd  greatly  ^  he  was  obliged  to 
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t\\nt  the  camp  in  Auguft ;  and  Frederick,  after  ac- 
companying him  to  Cleves,  returned  to  the  Pruffian 
troops.  But  this,  campaign  afforded  him  but  little 
inftruftionj  he  only  faw,  as  he  himfelf  expreiles  it*, 
the  (hadow  of  the  gjreat  Eugene.  (11) 

In  the  m^fnth^  Oftober,  Frederick  led  back  to 
Potzdam  his  father's  troops,  which  had  never  found 
an  opportunity  of  properly  dilplaying  the  cBe€t  of 
thpfe  flcilful  manoeuvres,  of  thofe  continual  exerciies^ 
and  that  fevere  difcipline,  which  had  rendered  them 
the  beft  in  Europe.  He  found  his  father  very  ill,  and 
was  for  ibme  time  entrufted  with  figning  all  orders  in 
his  name.  The  king,  recovering,  fent  Frederick  to 
Stettin  under  the  care  of  the  prince  of  DefTau,  that 
he  might  fee  the  fortifications  of  that  town.  The  un- 
fortunate Staniflaus,  who  was  then  flying  from  his 
enemies,  had  taken  refuge  at  Koningflxirg.  Frederick 
had  permiflTion  to  go  and  fee  this  prince,  as  celebrate4 
for  his  misfortunes  as  for  his  philofophy  and  conflancy. 
He  remained  fome  weeks  with  Staniflaus,  and  formed 
a  friendfhip  with  him,  which  lafted  until  the  death  of 
the  latter.  ^ 

At  length  Frederick  returned  to  his  beloved  retreat, 
where  he  remained  till  the  death  of  his  father.  Philo- 
fophy here  regulated  his  occupations  and  his  pleafures. 
His  hours  were  divided  between  the  fhidy  of  the  fci- 
ences,  the  cultivation  of  the  arts,  and  the  delights  of 
friendfhip.  Philofophy,  hiftory,  politics,  the  military 
art,  poetry,  and  mufic,  had  each  of  them  their  ftated 
periods,  and  agreeably  fucceeded  each  other.    The 

•  Memoirs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 

prince 


I6  L     I     F     E         O     F 

prince  palled  the  greateft  part  of  the  day  in  his  library, 
and  the  ren^ainder  in  the  fociety  of  a  felefl:  company 
of  amiable  and  well-informed  men.  The  principal 
of  them  were,  Chafbt,  a  French  officer,  who  had  as 
much  wit  and  information  as  amenity  in  his  cha- 
radter :  Kayferling,  a  gentleman  of  Courland,  fall  of 
talents  and  vivacity,  poflcfling  at  once  folid  qualities 
and  whimfical  fingularities ;  the  prince  generally 
called  him  Ca^farion :  Jordan,  a  French  refugee,  a 
pleafant  companion,  whofe  converfation  amufed  the 
prince,  and  who  merited  his  confidence  by  the  quali- 
ties of  his  heart:  Knobelfdorf,  lefs  gay  than  the 
others,  but  who  direflred  the  buildings  and  gardens, 
and  could  converfe  on  all  the  arts  of  defigning  with  as 
much  tafte  as  judgment. 

Gaiety  lifually  prefided  in  thefe  meetings,  and  the 
prince  had  no  difficulty  in  putting  his  joyous  friends 
m  train.  There  were  generals  alfo  to  (peak  of  war, 
good  muGcians  to  form  concerts,  and  excellent  pain- 
ters to  decorate  the  apartments.  Whilft  KnobeUdorf 
was  executing  beautiful  landftrapes,  and  laying  out  the 
gardens,  Pefne  was  immortalizihg  himfelf  by  his  ciel- 
ings,  and  du  Buiflbn  by  his  piftures  of  flowers.  The 
two  Grauns  compoftd  charming  mufic  for  thofe  days, 
ordircfted  theorcheftra;  and  Benda,  one  of  the  firft 
violins  in  Europe,  accompanied  the  prince,  who  played 
extremely  well  on  the  flute. 

The  morning  was  ufually  dedicated  to  ftudy,  each 
repaft  to  the  pleafures  of  converfation  and  to  gaiety, 
and  in  the  evening  there  was  a  little  concert. — Happy 
and  peaceful  times>  wliich  Frederick  frequently  re- 
gretted. 
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gretted^  and  after  which  he  (ighed  more  than  once^ 
amidft  the  tumult  of  affiiurs,  and  the  din  of  war ! 

This  epc>ch  of  Frederick's  life  is  more  important 
than  may  be  at  fihl  imagined.  It  was  in  the  retreat 
of  Rheinfberg  that  this  extraordinary  man  was  ma^ 
tured,  who  became  the  admiration  and  ailonilhment 
of  Europe.  It  was  here  that  his  foul  of  fire,  agitated 
without  intermidion  by  the  ardent  thirft  of  glory, 
formed  the  moft  fublime  and  the  moft  daring  projeds. 
It  was  here  that  he  rcfolved  to  fubmit  all  his  other  pal- 
lions  to  that  of  glory.  It  was  this  retreat  that  formed 
the  warrior,  the  hero,  the  conqueror^  the  politician, 
the  oeconomift,  the  philofopher,  the  man  of  letters, 
the  great  king. 

The  reading  of  ancient  authors  conftituted  his  moft 
exquifite  delight  from  this  «ra  to  the  laft  moments  of 
his  life  J  and  he  <?very  day  fct  apart  fome  hours  for  it. 
The  great  examples  of  the  heroes  of  Greece  and  Rome 
had  made  the  deepeft  impreffion  on  his  mind ;  and  he 
burnt  with  a  defire  of  imitating  them.  Amongftthe 
vorkshe  read  over  almoft  cvcryyear,  may  be  reckoned 
Heixxlotus,  ThucMjiles,  Xenophon,  Plutarch,  Ta* 
citus,  Sallufl,  Livy,  Quintus  Curtius,  Cornelius  Ne- 
pos,  Valerius  Maximus,  Polybius,C2EfarjVegetius,  &c. 
He  never  fpoke  but  with  enthufiafm  of  the  great  war- 
riors of  Greece  and  Rome ,  and,  when  on  the  throne, 
he  thought  he  could  not  more  honourably  diflin* 
guiih  an  able  foldier  than  by  conferring  on  him  a 
Roman  furname*. 

♦  Frederick  II.  gave  a  free  battalion  and  the  name  ofQy  i  nt  v$ 
Iciti  vs  to  Mr.  Gttchard,  ivho  wrote  fome  works  on  the  military 
ait  of  the  ancients.    Guichard  retained  this  name  through  life. 
VpL.  I.  C  I'Vederick 
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Frederick  felt  that,  to  acquire  glory,  it  wlas  not 
without  its  uie  to  make  himfelf  the  friend  ofqdebrated 
philo{bphers,  poets>  and  men  of  letters,  and  he  wrote  to 
thole  who  then  held  the  iceptre  of  ^terature  wd  thie 
iciences,  flattering  letters,  agre^able.compUments,  tx-* 
^gg^rated  conunendations ;  nothing  did  he  neglect  to 
gain  their  efteem,  or  at  lead  to  found-  a  claim  upon 
their  gratitude;  and  the  men  of  letters,  who,  not  ex- 
cepting  philofophers,  are  never  penurious  in  praiies, 
wjicn  they  either  arc,  or  defu-e  to  be  carefled  by  the 
great,  extolled  the  hereditary  prince  beyond  his  expe&a- 
tions*  He  fent  them  letters  in  verfe  and  profe,  trea- 
tifcs  on  metaphyfics,,  hiftory,  politics^  &c.  The  i^ 
lofophers,  tickled  by  his  praifcs,  anfwered  him  as  a 
mad  lover  writes  to  his  miftrefs.  ...They  wrote  to  him 
that  he  was  a  great  poet,  a  great  pluloibpher,  the  So* 
lomon  of  the  North.  All  thefe  hyperboles  were  print- 
ed, and  Solomon  was  not  lorry  for  it,  though  he  bad 
too  much  underftanding  to  believe  in.theoi. ..  Wolf, 
Rollin,  Gravefande,  Maupertgis,  Algarotti,  YoItaire» 
were  honoured  with  his;  correipondence.  The  laft^ 
efpeciaily,  accu(i:ocped  to  offer  i|j|Mjiceofe  to  the  idol 
of  the  day,  were  it  transported  fitm  the  dunghill  to  the 
altar,  did  not  fail  to  exalt,  as  the  6r(l  man  of  the  xini* 
vtrky  a  prince  who.  was  in  expeftancy  of  the  throne, 
and  who  aflfured  him  that  he  was  the  greateft  philo« 
fophcr  of  the  age,  and  the  firft  poet  in  the  world. 
,  When  the  prince  went  to  Beriin  he  faw  particularly 
the  count  de  Monteufel,  who  had  formed  in  that  city  a 
fociety  of  friends  to  truth,  whofc  chief  object  was  to  main- 
tain the  dgi5trines  of  Wolf,  and  defend  him  againil  his 
,:,  enemies* 
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tecixucs.  ibcprincc  royu,  wbo  cfiuBCDocd  tzxst  pcn^- 
io|xicTj  8iid  wxibcd  to  pooEs  his  cftccuiy  jooacd  Carriy^ 
nc  patronized  tbic  apiAigy  or  Wc^  sod  nad  us  pnc- 
cipattrcatifG  tnuxfiarcduKorrcDclL  HV'ol^  frooigTiti* 
ttxle^  dedicated  to  Mm  die  firft  part  of  ius  Drwif  ii  U 
Nature,  to  which  the  prince  rcpEed  bf  a  letter  (ba  of 
compliments  and  oommcndatxxis. 

He  went  ftin  further;  helaboiHrJtoabtaLidierccal 
of  the  phflolbpher,  and  fbcceeded.  In  1736,  the  V^g 
named>  to  examine  his  principles,  a  commiflSoo  com- 
posed of  reformed  and  Ludieran  thed(^;ians.  VToif 
was  declared  innocent.  A  letter  was  lent  to  lum  at 
Marbovrg,  whither  he  had  retired,  ininting  him  to  re* 
ttim;  but  he  cook  fpecial  care  not  to  givefidth  to  the 
promiles  of  a  king  who  ere£ted  theofegians  into  judges 
of  phiioibphers,  and  made  no  icruj^  of  hanging  men 
for  their  o|nn]ons.  He  did  not  return  dll  1740, 
when  his  protcftor  was  on  the  throne. 

It  was  at  Rheinfberg  that  Frederick  compoicd  his 
refutation  of  the  principles  ofMachiavel,  under  the  tide 
6[  Jnii'Macbiavd,  the  manufcript  of  which  he  fent  to 
Voltdre  to  corred^and  to  get  printed.  Frederick 
imStiiA  by  this  work  to  prepare  Europe  for  his  reign, 
aixl  diipofe  men's  minds  in  his  favour. 

In  1738,  the  king  went  to  Loo  with  the  prince  roy- 
al, on  a  vifit  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  In  this  journey 
Frederick  was  admitted  a  free  mafon.  The  count  dc 
la  Lippe  Btickebourg  being  at  dinner  with  the  princes, 
the  king  Ipoke  of  the  free  mafons  with  great  contempt. 
His  amiable  and  charitable  preachers  had  made  him 
believe  that  they  were  a  fociety  of  athjcilb,  hcrcdd, 

G  2  ^d 
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and  forerunners  of  Andchrift,  who  were  labouring  on- 
ly to  effe£t  the  deftrudion  of  religion.  The  count 
warmly  efpoufed  their  caufe,  and  his  apology  made  fuch 
an  impreflion  on  Frederick^  that  he  drew  him  afide^ 
onrifingfrom  table,  and  begged  him  to  procure  him 
the  means  of  reception.  The  count  confented,  and  it 
was  determined  that  it  Ibould  take  place  at  Bninfwick, 
through  which  the  king  muft  pafs.  He  was  accordingly 
admitted  in  that  town  the  12th  of  Auguft,  in  aiecret 
lodge  held  by  mafons  whom  the  count  had  fent  for 
from  Hamburgh.  Fortunately  the  k'lng  knew  no- 
thing of  this  admifllon ;  and  well  was  it  for  the  free 
mafonsy  for  he  would  not  have  failed  to  employ  all  his 
intereft  to  get  as  many  of  them  hanged  as  he  could. 
At  the  commencement  of  his  reign>  Frederick  held  a 
lodge,  where  in  quality  of  grand  mafter  he  received 
princeWilliam,  the  margrave  of  Schvedt,  and  the  dxikc 
ofHolftein.  (12) 

After  this  journey  the  prince  returned  to  Rheins- 
berg.  His  father  faw  with  paia  that  he  afibciaced: 
with  men  of  letters  and  philolbphers ;  but  he  tolerated 
them  when  he  was  free  from  the  |put,  provided  they 
did  not  attempt  to  appear  in  his  prefenc!e.  Towards 
the  end  of  his  life,  when  the  pains  of  the  gout  aug- 
mented his  ill  humour,  and  produced  frequent  fits  of 
paflion  and  impatience,  (13)  he  often  threatened  to.s^ 
prchend  and  fend  to  Spandau  the  whole  fociety  of  ^^^^^.^ 
ejpritsy  efprits  f$rtSy  philofophers,  &c.  whom  he  termed 
the  .corrupters  of  his  fon.  Thefe  threats  fometimes 
^re^  a  violent  alarm  amongll  the  members  of  the 
joyous  acadcjny  of  Rheinfberg,  and  the  prince  often 
t    .  ftcod 
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ftood  in  need  of  all  his  eloquence  to  cheer  his  timid 
friends^  and  hinder  them  from  taking  flight. 

Frederick  had  lecret  friends  at  Potzdam  who  gave 
him  an  account  of  every  thing,  knew  by  what  means 
opportunely  to  lay  the  ftorm,  and,  when  they  could," 
reftored  tranquillity  to  the  choice  Ipirits. 

At  the  commencement  of  1740,  the  king's  difbrder 
gained  ground  confiderably,  and  in  the  month  oF 
May  there  was  no  longer  any  hope.  In  the  night  of 
the  16th  a  courier  arrived  at  Rhcinfberg  to  announce 
that  the  king  was  worfe  than  ever.  The  prince's 
friends,  by  whom  he  was  difpatched,  defired  him  at 
the  fame  time  to  repair  to  Potzdam,  apparently  as  if 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  king's  danger.  The  prince 
inftantly  let  oiF,  and  gave  the  king  to  underftand  that 
filial  tcndemefe  had  induced  him  to  come  perfonally 
to  aflure  himfelf  of  the  ftate  of  his  health;  but,  inftead 
of  finding  him  exhaufted,  as  he  imagined,  faw  him  in 
his  great  chair  on  rollers,  ipeaking  with  as  much 
a£tion  and  fire,  as  if  he  never  had  been  ilL-  The 
prince  at  firft  thought  he  had  been  trifled  with ;  but 
the  king  foon  after  relapfed  into  weakneflfes  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  had  occafioned  the  fending  of  the  courier, 
and  Frederick  no  longer  fufpefted  his  friends. 

The  27th  of  May,  the  king,  who  felt  his  end  ap- 
proaching, fent  for  two  priefts.  He  confeflfed  his 
(ins,  and  above  all  accufed  himfelf  of  having  com* 
mitted  feveral  afts  of  injufliice  in  his  anger.  But  he 
confoled  himfelf  with  the  refleftion  that  he  had  never 
committed  adultery,  had  always  honoured  the  pricfts, 
aod  afliduoufly  frequented  church.  The  priefts  con- 
C  3  firmed 
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firmed  him  in  this  confidence^  and  he  hoped  fdr  p«^ 
radife.  The  29th  of  the  fame  month,  he  himielf 
dictated  the  manner  in  which  he  wiihed  his  funeral 
Ceremony  to  be  performed.  This  piece,  which  is 
preferved,  bears  the  full  impreffionof  his  charafter.(  i4> 
He  lived  t^l  the  3 1  ft  of  May,  The  prince,  royal,  the 
three  other  prmces  his  brothers,  the  queen,  and  fome 
generals  whom  he  particularly  efteemed,  fawhim  fre-^ 
quently  in  his  laft  days ;  but  the  two  priefts  did  not 
quit  him  either  day  or  night,  and  were  continuafiy  oc- 
-cupied  in  praying  with  hirti,  or  in  fortifying  him 
agalnft  the  apprehenfions  of  death,  a^d  the  rennorfe 
of  his  conlcience.  One  of  them,  naqoed  Cochius, 
having  aiked  him  if  he  was  difpofed  to  die,  he  ant- 
fwered,  /  have  ditacbed  msf  heart  fnm  all  the  9bje3s 
that  were  dear  to  me^  from  my  wife,  my  children^  my 
army^  my  kingdom^  and  the  whole  univerfe.  How 
happy  are  you  !  replied  the  prieft:  this  is  a  proof  that 
you  love  God  beyond  every  thing.  Some  time  after  he. 
expired,  crying  out,  O  Vanity  (  Vanity  I 
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/SECOND    P  E  R.  I  O  D.       ^, 

PROWr    THE    ACCESSION     OF     FREDERICK    II.   TO    TH^ 
TkRONEj    to  THE    PEACE  OF  BRESLAW. 

1740 — 1742. 


FREX>ERICK  II.  rtwunted  the  throntJ.  Hither- 
to this  prince  had  been  viewed  only  as  the 
frietxl  of  fMloi(^)hy  and  the  mufes,  as  the  friend 
of  peaccj  ftudy,  and  retirement.  The  world  looked 
for  a  rdgn  very  different  from  that  of  his  father. 
The  public  imagination  had  long  anticipated  a  bril- 
liant court,  Attic  elegance,  all  the  charms  of  wit,  all 
the  advantages  of  the  arts  and  fciences;  in  a  word,  a 
prince  who  would  limit  his  pleafures  to  the  delights 
of  ftudy,  and  his  ambition  to  the  title  of  a  king  phi- 
loibpher.  The  world  was  deceived.  Frederick  did 
not  ceafe  to  love  and  cultivate  letters,  but  he  united 
with  the  love  of  Itudy  all  the  qualities,  all  the  labours 
of  a  great  king.  It  was  imagined  that  the  army  would 
be  neglected,  and  he  augmented  it  with  fomc  re- 
g;iments  without  touching  its  conilitution ;  he  only 
difbanded  the  regiment  of  guards,  more  fingula!* 
than  ufeful,  except  one  battalion  which  he  retained  as 
a  monument.  The  clergy  of  the  different  coniimu- 
nions  thought  themfclves  loft,*and  he  rcftored  to  the 
Lutherans  the  liberty  of  performing  divine  fcrvice, 
with  all  the  ceremonies  prohibited  them  by  Frederick- 

C  4  >«V 
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William,  in  order  to  draw  them  nearer  to  the  reformed, 
with  whom  he  wifhed  them  to  be  united.  The  people 
feared  they  Ihould  be  forgotten  for  the  choice  (pints 
and  public  (hows,  and  the  fecond  day  of  his  rtign  he 
tlirew  open  all  the  royal  magazines,  diftributed  com 
at  a  low  price,  to  put  an  end  to  the  fcarcity ;  ordered 
grain  to  be  purchaftd  in  Poland  to  form  new  maga* 
zines  in  the  provinces-;  abolilhcd  all  difpenfations  of 
marriage,  forbade  money  to  be  given  for  fuch  fort  of 
difpenfations,  and  perinitted  every  body  to  marry  ac- 
cording to  their  fancy  in  all  cafes  where  marrigg^  was 
not  clearly  prohibited  by  the  Bible.  The  choice 
fpints  of  Rheinft)erg  already  figured  to  themfelves  a 
delicious  life  flowing  with  abundance ;  they  beheld 
nothing  in  future  but  days  interwoven  with  gold  and 
flowers  J  fome  of  them  already  wept  with  joy,  and 
Kayferling  had  nearly  loft  liis  fenfes :  the  king  indeed 
provided  for  them  j  but  they  were  obliged  to  work, 
and  render  themfelves  ufefuL  (15) 

By  the  third  day  the  greateft  part  of  thefc  changes 
were  efFeded,  and  on  the  fixth  the  philofopher  Wolf 
was  recalled.  (16) 

Frederick- William  had  left  his  fon  a  population  of 
2,240,000  men,  a  revenue  of  48  millions  of  livres  *, 
a  treafiire  of  80  millions  f ,  and  an  army  of  80,000 
well-difciplined  troops,  Frederick  had  long  formed 
the  refolution  of  turning  his  fituation  and  his  refources 
to  the  beft  account,  and  no  man  has  ever  fucceeded 
better  in  his  projefts.  The  following  is  the  lift  of  his 
ftates  on  his  coming  to  the  throne: 

•  12  millions  of  Pruflian  crowns,  or  2  millions  ilerling. 
t  20  millions  of  Prufllan  crowns. 

The 
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The  kingdom  of  Pfuflia. 
"The  duchy  of  Pomerania)  excepting  Swediih  Po« 

merania« 
The  eledoral  marcheof  Brandenbourg. 
The  duchy  of  Crdflen^  with  Cotbus  and  Peitz, 

in  Lx>wer  Lufatia. 
The  duchy  of  Magdcbourg,  with  two  fifths  of  the 

county  of  Mansfeld. 
The  principality,  of  Halberftadt,  with  the  county 

of  Hohnftein. 
The  principality  of  Minden. 
The  duchy  of  Cleves. 
The  principality  of  Moeurs* 
The  county  of  Mark  and  Ravenfberg* 
The  dufchy  of  Gueldres. 
The  county  of  Tecklenbourg  and  Lingen* 
The  (eigniory  and  bailiwick  of  Montfort,  in  Upper 

Gueldres. 
The  eftate  of  Turnhout,  in  Brabant. 
The  barony  of  Herftal. 

The  fcigniories  of  Orange,  Polder,  Thaaldierge, 
Wateringen,  Upper  and  Lower  Schwalu  vc.  Lit- 
tle Wafpic,   Twintig,  Horven,  Honderland» 
Gravefande. 
The  palace  at  the  Hague,  called  ibe  Old  Court. 
The  government  was  military   and  abiblute^  his 
arfcnals  were  well  provided,  the  fortrefles  in  a  ftate 
of  defence,  his  engineers  experienced,  and  the  corps  of 
cadets  was  a  nurlery,   whence  he  could,  incaie  of 
need,  draw  ofRccn  half  formed.    JFredcrick*Willlam> 
whilft  he  opprcffed  the  fciences,  had  favoured  popu- 
lation 
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kdon  and  manufactures  i  he  kad  granted  advantages 
nd  encouragement  to  foreigners,  who  came  to  fettkb 
his  ftates^  nor  had  he  ncgledcd  making  fome  embcl- 
lifhments  at  Berlm  and  at  Potzdam.  He  eftablifhed 
in  tlie  capital  a  police  on  the  model  of  that  of  Paris, 
and  workhoufes  for  beggars  and  vagabonds. 

The  fyftem  of  finances  was  on  a  very  Iblid  foot- 
ing. This  prince  had  cftablilhcd  a  diredory  general, 
ijivided  into  four  departments,  over  each  of  which 
prefided  a  minifter  of  ftate.  To  this  prindipal  de- 
partment, a  college  of  juftice  and  finances  was  fub* 
ordinate,  in  each  province.  The  minifters  of  foreign 
affairs,  of  juftice,  finances,  &c.  were  obliged  to  ren- 
der an  account  to  him  everyday  of  what  was  pa&ing, 
and  he  decided  in  the  laft  refort. 

Such  was  the  ftate  in  which  Frederick  II.  found 
fus  kingdom,  on  his  accelTion  to  the  throne :  he  felt 
the  folidity  of  the  foundations  on  which  his  father  had 
built  i  and  far  fit>m  making  any  change  in  them,  he 
refolved  to  proceed  on  die  fame  principles.  He 
wilhedto  reign  over  an  enlightened  people,  but  he 
dreaded  left  knowledge  and  abundance  ihould  cor- 
rupt the*  military  fpirit,  and  deftroy  adivity,  fobriety, 
and  fubordination.  He  had  formed  two  plans,  from 
which  he  rarely  deviated  during  his  whole  reign  j 
which  were,  to  govern  his  fubjefts  as  a  father,  and 
his  foldiers  as  a  defpot.  Frederick-William  had  not 
made  that  fliftinftion ;  under  his  reign,  every  thing 
was  conducted  upon  military  ideas. 
»  The  two  firft  months  of  the  Pcign  of  Frederick 
we're* taken  up  in  new  arrangements,  journies,  and 

other 
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Other  public  affairs.  (17)  He  prohibited,  for  in- 
ftance^  the  bellowing  of  places  on  young  men  ^ho 
had  not  ftudied  in  one  of  the  univerfities  of  hist 
fiates,  as  he  fet  a  high  eftimation  on  each  man  who 
confumed  his  produce  in  the  country.  Heretofore, 
girls,  corivifted  of  having  deftroyed  the;  fruit  of 
their  womb,  were  Aut  up  alive  in  leathern  facks, 
and  thrown  into  the  river;  this  barbarous  cuftom  he 
aboliihed ;  and  he  formed  the  order  of  merits  deftined 
more  particularly  as  a  military  recompence. 

He  went  into  Pruflfia  and  Wcftphalia  to  receive 
the  homage  of  the  inhabitants.  In  taking  this  laft 
journey,  the  ideaftruck  him  of  proceeding  incognito 
as  far  as  Paris.  He  affumed  the  name  of  Dufoury 
called  himfdf  a  Bohemian  count,  and  thus  arrived  at 
Strafbourg.  Prince  William,  his  brother,  who  ac- 
companied him,  took  the  name  of  count  de  Schaf- 
gotfcbt  and  lodged  in  a  different  hotel  from  the  king. 
On  their  arrival  they  dreffed  themfelve« ^ /^  Fran-- 
faife.  Towards  the  evening,  the  king  went  into  a 
coffee-houfe,  got  acquamted  with  fomc  officers,  and^ 
invited  them  to  fuppcr.  Parbleu  !  fays  one  of  them 
pretty  bud,  let  us  fee  what  fort  of  perfonage  this  Bo- 
hemian count  is.  They  repaired  to  his  invitation, 
and  were  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  the  pretended 
Bohemian  an  amiable  companion,  full  of  wit,  and 
who  fpoke  their  language  as  well  as  themfclves. 
They  retiredin  high  glee,  and  tjie  next  day  invited 
themfclves  to  breakfaft. 

At  the  hour  of  the  parade,  the  king  was  there,  but 
no  fooner  did  he  appear  .>.•-    'le  was  difcovered  by- 

a  foldier 
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a  fbldicr  who  had  fcrved  in  the  Pniflian  armj. 
The  marihal  de  Broglio,  then  governor  of  Straf- 
bourg,  was  immediately  informed  that  the  king  ci 
Pruflia  was  in  town.  Frederick  waiting  on  him  under 
his  felfe  name,  he  received  him  with  diftin£tion>  and 
two  or  three  times  during  the  converfation  let  the 
words  j^ur  majefiy  efcape  him.  The  whole  city  Iboo 
learnt  that  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  at  Straft>ourg>  the 
ftreets  were  illuminated,  vivat  was  ihouted  under  his 
windows  ;  but  Frederick,  vexed  at  being  difcovered, 
changed  his  projcft,  no  longer  thought  of  his  expe- 
dition to  Paris,  and  quitted  Stralbourg  at  day« 
break.  ( 1 8) 

.  The  inhabitants  of  Liege  paid  the  expences  of 
this  journey.  The  bifhop  of  Liege  fet  up  fomc  prc- 
tenfions  to  the  feigniory  of  Herftal,  which  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg  claimed  as  a  part  of  the  fucceflfion  of 
the  prince  of  Orange.  In  1732,  Frederick- William 
had  taken  pofTefTion  of  it,  but  the  inhabitants  refufed 
to  do  homage  to  him.  The  prince  had  informed 
the  Imperial  court  of  this  refufal,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  ufing  force,  when  he  died.  At  the  moment 
we  are  now  (peaking  of,  the  inhabitants  of  Herftal 
refufed  alfo  to  do  homage  to  the  new  king,  and  the 
bifliop,  who  imagined  he  had  only  to  do  with  a  poet, 
thought  proper  to  fupport  them.  The  king  inftandy 
fent  one  of  his  counfellors,  called  Rambonnet,  to  de- 
mand of  him  whether  he  was  determined  to  purfije 
his  pretenfions  on  Herftal,  and  aflift  the  revolters  ;  or 
renounce  his  claims  ?  The  bifhop  hefitating,  twelve 
companies  of  infantry  and  a  fquadron  of  dragoons 

entered 
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entered  the  feigniory  of  Horn,  and  lived  there  at  his 
expence.  (19)  The  bifhop  demanded  fuccours  from 
die  emperor,  France,  and  Holland.  The  firft  refer- 
red the  matter  to  the  diet  of  the  empire,  and  the  two 
others  becoming  mediators,  the  king  confented  u> 
forego  his  rights  for  150,000  crowns  paid  him  by 
the  hiihop. 

.  Frederick  intended  palling  the  remainder  of  the 
year  at  Rhcinfberg,  to  refume  his  former  ftudies,  and 
compleat  his  recovery  from  a  diforder  he  had  caught 
in  his  journey  to  Weftphalia.  But  the  emperor 
Charles  VL  died,  and  his  death  changed  the  face  of 
Europe.  {20) 

The  male  line  of  the  counts  of  Habfbourg,  or  the 
boufe  of  Auftria,  was  now  extinft  There  remained 
only  two  archducheiles,  Maria-Therefa,  and  Ma-r 
lianne.  By  the  pragniatic  fan£tion,  Maria-Therefa, 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  Charles  VI.  became  heireis  of 
bis  vaft  eftates,  and  this  princefs  was  worthy  of  pof- 
felTuig  them.  She  had  elpoufcd,  fome  years  before, 
Francis  duke  of  Tufcany.  The  reunion  of  a  great 
number  of  powerful  ftates  under  one  fccptre,  and  the 
linperial  dignity  attached  for  300  years  to  this  fame 
power,  had  rendered  the  houie  of  Auilria  the  con^ 
cinual  objcft  of  uneafinefs  and  jealoufy  to  the  neigh- 
bouring governments.  One  of  the  leading  principles 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  had  invariably  been  to 
weaken  this  houfe,  to  difpcrfe  its  provinces,  and  to 
keep  them  from,  the  Imperial  crown. 
'  Charics  VI.  forcfceing the  atucks  his  heircfs  would 
have  to  dread  from  xh^t  c^m^tf  h^  p^itcd  the 

greateft 
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greatdl  part  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  nay  even 
France  and  Spain,  to  become  guarantees  of  the  prag- 
rr>atk:  iUnftion.  The  good  emperor  reckonedon  fuch 
guarantees,  and  was  deficient  in  what  alone  could  en^ 
fure  the  fuccefi  of  his  projefts,  a  ftrong  army  and  a 
foil  trcafury.  Theft,  however,  he  had  entertained 
thoughts  of  procuring;  with  which  view,  in  the 
years  1735  and  1739,  he  purchafed  peace  by  the 
facrifice  of  Sicily,  Naples,  a  part  of  Lombardy,  "^ 
Servia,  Wallachia,  and  Belgrade.  But  many  yean 
peace  and  rcpofe  were  wanting  to  repair  his  forces, 
and  to  acquire  frelh  vigour.  At  his  death,  the  un- 
fortunate war  with  the  Turks  was  juft  finifhed,  his 
troops  were  deftroyed,  and  his  refources  exhaufted. 

The  powers  jealous  of  its  greatnefs,  could  not 
have  a  bettser  opportunity  of  humbling  the  houft  of 
Auftria,  and  they  refolved  to  feize  it.  The  gaa- 
ranty  gave  them  no  trouble.  With  a  good  army 
and  foil  coffers,  where  is  the  treaty  you  cannot  explain  f 
to  your  advantage,  when  you  have  to  do  with  an 
inferior  power  ? 

The  king  of  Spain  ftt  up  pretcnfions  to  all  the  he- 
reditary ffates  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  endea- 
voured to  appropriate  to  himfclf  at  leaft  thofe  in  Italy. 
Charles,  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  made  himfelf  tlie  in- 
ftrument  of  the  prcjefts  of  France,  pretended  alfb  that 
this  inheritance  belonged  to  him,  and  took  up  arm* 
to  obtain  poflcflion.  Louis  XV.  might  have  put  in  diC^  ^ 
fame  claim,  and  with  as  much  foundation ;  for  by  thi 
wives  of  Louis  XIII.  and  Louis  XIV.  he  defcended 
from  the  moft  ancient  male  line  of  the  houfc  Of  Auf- 
tria, 
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^ia*  But  he  could  not  yentiire  to  afiert  his  ri^us 
v^ithout  incurring  the  riik  of  feeing  half  Europe  rife 
up  agatnft  hinn.  Pdtcy  ret^redr'thtreforei  the  a^bp^ 
tioa  of  leis  dangero\3si  means,  and  that  no  fcheine  dT 
aggrandizenient  fhouid  be  fufpe^ed.  The  old  car- 
dinal deFleuiy  amuiedhimfelf  wich  thefe  prc^efts,  tnPHH 
gining  they  might  turn  to  the  advantage  of  France  $ 
and  did  not  direAly  wound  the  faich  of  trearies,  ef- 
pecially  the  pragmatic  f^nftion.  This  bnan;  too  muck 
a  devotep  to  be  a  minifter,  too  ambitious  for  a  de-* 
irotee,  had  conceived  the  fingutar  idea  of  reconciling; 
politidal  interefts  with  the  principles  of  religioAj.me-' 
cality,  and  confcience. 

Auguftus  IIL  king  of  Poland^  fonned  pretenfions 
m  Auftriat  on  account  of  his  wife,  who  was  daughter 
rf  the  emperor  Jofeph.  The  king  of  Siir^tnia  de- 
Qunded  Milan. 

:  i  Philip  king  of  Spain,  in  quality  of  hek  to  Charles 
tL  of  the  houfe  of  Auftriay  founded  his  claims  on 
d»e  treaty  of-  the  emperor  Charles  V.  with  Ferdinand 
I.  by  which  it  was  enaded,  that  all  the  Auftrian 
Elates  Ihould  return  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  Ihould  that 
hopfe  fail  of  male  heirs.  The  eledor  of  Bavaria  {x^- 
ttpded  to  the  fucceifion  of  Auftria,  by  virtue  of  the 
ItCbanfient  of  the'  emperor  Ferdinand  I;  whofe  eideft 
liwghtCC  married  Albert  V.  duke  of  Bavaria.  This 
llltafnent  esprefled^  that,  on  the  extin£tion  of  the  male 
BMpf  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  pofterity  of  Anne, 
boufe  :of  Albert  V.  fhouid  exclude  the  females  of 

It  houfe  from  the  fucceffion  to  the  ftates,  and  fhouid 
liberie  all  the  pofTeflions  of  Ferdinand  L  « 
r-  Whilft 
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Whilft  thcfc  powers  were  amufing  thcmlcl^cs  vni 
difcufling  their  refpedive  pretenfions^  Frederick  II. 
cook  a  flioFCer  method  of  giving  weight  to  his. 
Charles  VL  died  in  the  month  of  O&ober ;  in  De- 
cember,  the  king  was  abeady  in  Silefia,  with  30  bat- 
talions and  31  fquadrons.  Secreqr  anid  celerity  al; 
mod  invariably  enfured  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprizesi 
The  court  of  Vienna  learnt  his  arrival  in  Silefia,  with- 
out knowing  that  he  had  left  Berlin.  Even  his  own 
army  was  ignorant  whither  he  was  leadii^  it^  libr  m 
it  until  they  entered  the  province  they  were  to  con* 
quer»  that  his  troops  were  informed  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  This  information  they  firft  had  firom  a  publi- 
cation purporting  that  *'  as  Silefia  conftituted  the  ram- 
«<  part  of  the  dates  of  Brandenbourg,  his  majefiy's 
*'  intention  was  to  take  this  province  as  a  depoi^ 
**  and  to  defend  it  againft  all  the  claimants  to  thefuc* 
"  ceflion  of  Auftria,"  The  king  added/' that^&rfit)ai 
*'  having  taken  this  ftep  to  offend  the  quden  of  HuO' 
^'  gary,  his  only  de&re^  on  the  contrary^  was  to  maiiH 
**  tain  a  ftrift  fiiendihip  with  her,  for  which  objeft  he 
*•  was  now  in  negociation.'* 

In  fa6b,  the  king  had  lent  count  de  Gotter  to  Vi- 
enna to  otifer  the  queen  his  fuccour  againft  all  the  ell^ 
mies  of  the  ht>ufe  of  Auftria;  his  acceffion  to  a  league 
with  Ruflia  and  the  maritime  powers  to  maintain  htf 
in  her  inheritance  ^  his  influence  to  make  the  dedfi 
of  king  of  the  Romans  fall  on  the  duke  of  Lorriim 
iier  huiband  -,  and  two  millions  of  florins.  But»  t 
return,  he  required  the  queen  to  cede  to  him  al 
Sildia.(2i) 

The 
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The  Count  diftated  tliefe  propofitions,  word  for 
word,  to  die  cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  dennanded  an  an- 
fwer.  The  court  of  Vienna  was  not  accuftomed  to 
hear  fuch  language  from  a  prince  of  the  enipire,  Ma- 
ria-Therefa  had  not  forgot  that  the  king  of  Pruflia 
was  the  vaffal  of  her  anceftors,  and  her  anfwer  was 
confornnable  to  the  origin  and  dignity  of  her  houfc, 
but  little  adapted  to  her  fituation.  The  duke  of  Lor- 
raine anfwered  in  her  name :  "  That  the  king  of  Pruf- 
*^  fia,  as  a  prince  of  the  German  empire,  and  gxia- 
**  rantee  of  the  pragmatic  fanftion,  was  obliged  to 
^^  offer  the  fuecours  he  propofed ;  that  the  queen. 
«*  was  already  allied  with  Ruffia  and  the  maritime 
**  powers,  and  could  count  upon  their  afliftance; 
^*  that,  by  the  golden  bull,  the  eledion  of  emperor 
*^  fhould  be  free ;  that  the  two  millions  of  florins 
*'  offered  were  infufficient  even  as  an  indemnification 
*^  for  rfie  jdamage  occafioned  by  the  Pruflian  troops  in 
**  Silefia." 

At  the  fame  time  the  queen  publifhed  a  manifefto 
in  Silefia,  by  which  flie  declared  the  enterprize  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  a  decided  hoftility,  and  demanded 
chat  the  foreign  troops  fhould  leave  her  ftates. 

Thus  were  the  negociations  broken  off,  and  the 
king  of  Pruffia  held  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  change  his 
propofitions  into  pretenfions,  and  give  weight  to  them 
by  force  of  arms.  All  this  was  executed  at  the  fame 
moment.  Whilft  Louis  de  Halle,  his  chancellor,  (22) 
was  compofing  a  fubde  manifefto,  Frederick  kept 
marching  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  was  mafter  of 
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great  part  of  Silcfia,  before  the  chancellor  had  reduced 
his  materials  to  order.  (23) 

The  King's  pretenfions  were  chiefly  directed  to  the 
principalities  of  Lignitz,  Brieg,  Wolau,  and  Jasgem- 
dorf,  with  the  feigniories  of  Leobfchiitz,  Odcrbcrg, 
Beutcn,  and  Tarnowitz.  The  following  is  a  fuccind 
account  of  thefe  pretenfions. 

In  1524,  George,  margrave  of  Brandenbour^ 
purchafed,  out  of  his  favings,  the  principality  of  Jae- 
gerndorf,  which  belonged  to  the  houfe  of  Schellenberg, 
and  Louis,  king  of  Bohemia,  gave  him  the  invcftiture 
of  it,  as  of  an  hereditary  fief,  capable  of  alienation. 
When  Ferdinand  I.  mounted  the  throne  of  Bohemia, 
he  confirmed  this  inveftiture  with  all  its  claufes,  ar- 
ticles, and  conditions.  At  the  death  of  the  margrave 
George,  Jasgerndorf  pafled  to  his  fon  George-Fre- 
derick. The  latter,  having  no  heirs,  bequeathed  the 
principality  by  teftament  to  Joachim-Frederick>  elec- 
tor of  Brandenbourg,  his  near  relation,  from  whofe 
ftock  the  royal  houfe  of  Pruffia,  now  reigning,  is  de- 
fended. After  the  death  of  George-Frederick,  the 
cledtor  took  poffeffion  of  it  without  difficulty,  and 
united  it  for  ever  to  his  hereditary  ftates.  It  is  true 
that  he  afterwards  ceded  it  under  the  title  of  apanage 
to  his  fecond  fon  John-George ;  but  on  exprefs  con- 
dition that  he  Ihould  keep  it  clear  of  engagements, 
and  that  at  his  death  it  fhould  return  to  the  cleftoral 
line  of  Brandenbourg,  to  which  it  fhould  belong  in 
perpetuity. 

By  virtue  of  ancient  family  treaties,  and  efpecially 
that  of  Gera,  made  in  1603,  in  which  the  principality 

of 


FREDERICK      II,  35 

of  Jaegerndorf  is  exprefsly  mentioned ;  by  virtue  of 
fcveral  conventions  fucceffively  confirmed  by  all  the 
emperors ;  the  eledtors  and  margraves  of  Branden-. 
bourg  cannot  alienate  in  perpetuity  the  fmalleft  part 
of  their  hereditary  poffeffions,  not  even  a  new  acqui- 
fition ;  and  (hould  the  thing  happen,  the  fucceflbrs 
reierve  the  right  of  protefting  againft  adifpofition  of 
that  nature,  and  of  afferting  their  claims  to  the  coun- 
try fo  alienated. 

During  the  troubles  of  Bohemia,  under  the  empe- 
ror Ferdinand  II.  the  margrave  John-George  ranged 
himfelf  on  the  fide  of  Frederick  I.  eleftor  palatinci 
thinking  his  pretenfions  juft.  Ferdinand  II.  declared 
.this  aftion  a  felony,*  put  him  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire,  and  took  poflfeflion  of  the  principality  of  Jae*» 
gerndorf.  He  even  extended  the  rigour  of  this  judg- 
ment to  his  fon,  an  infant  icarccly  one  year  old ;  and 
this  unfortunate  prince  died  in  164a,  deprived  of  the 
inheritance  of  his  ancefiiors,  and  deprefii^d  with  want* 

His  death  transferred  to  the  elcftoral  houfe  of  Bran- 
denbourg  all  his  rights,  and  confequently  his  preten- 
fions to  the  principality  of  Jaegerndorf  and  its  depen- 
dencies. The  imputed  crime  of  felony  for  which  this 
principality  was  taken  from  John-George,  xould  in  no 
wife  affedt  thefe  rights,  fince  by  virtue  of  treaties  this 
principality  had  been  only  given  him  by  his  fadier  as 
zjidei  commis,  and  which  was  incapable  of  being  dif- 
membcred  in  perpetuity  from  the  poffeffions  of  the 
houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 

*  The  felony  of  a  Yadal  againft  his  lord,  in  the  feodal  fyftem. 

TilANtLATOft. 
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Theft  rcafons  might  be  very  valid ;  but  the  cleftor 
of  "Brandenbourg  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  givc- 
them  weight  i  an  unhappy  war,  which  defolated  all 
Germany,  had  particularly  ravaged  his  ftates.  The 
Great  Eleftor  found  himfelf  too  feeble,  therefore,  to 
affert  thofe  rights  which  the  Imperial  court  could  not 
deny,  but  which  it  knew  how  to  elude  in  a  thoufand 
different  ways.  This  court,  amongft  other  reafons,  al- 
ledged,  that  it  was  not  to  be  borne,  that  a  proteftant 
prince  fhould  have  pofleflions  in  a  country  which  it 
was  intended  to  convert  to  the  catholick  faith ;  a  new 
and  Angular  claim,  of  which  it  would  have  been  very 
difficult  to  produce  the  titles.  In  the  end,  an  equiva- 
lent in  money  was  offered  to  the  ele6l:oral  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg.  This  the  eleftor  could  not  accept, 
without  afting  contrary  to  the  conflitution  of  his  fa- 
mily ;  fo  that  the  negociations  lafted  upwards  of  forty 
years,  without  coming  to  a  conclufion.  Things  were 
thus  fituated,  when,  as  we  have  faid,  the  family  of  the 
dukes  of  Lignitz,  Brieg,  and  Wolau,  became  extinft. 
The  ancient  dukes  of  that  houfe  enjoyed  an  abfblute 
power,  and  depended  neither  on  the  crown  of  Poland, 
nor  on  that  of  Bohemia.  In  1329,  however,  they  of- 
fered to  fubmit  their  pofTefTions  to  John  de  Liitzel- 
bourg,  king  of  Bohemia,  as  hereditary  fiefs,  with  the 
referve  of  all  their  rights,  efpecially  that  of  felling, 
alienating,  or  making  what  engagements  they  thought 
proper.  Ladiflaus  and  Louis,  who  fucceeded  John, 
confirmed  thefe  rights,  and  even  added  that  they 
might  difpofe  of  them  by  teflament  in  favour  of  whom 
they  pleafed.     Founded  on  this  right,  the  princes  of 
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Lignuz,  in  1537,  entered  into  a  compaft  of  fuccef- 
fion  with  the  eleftoral  houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 

Ferdinand,  then  Icings  of  Bohemia,  did  not  behold 
this  compaft  with  plealure,  but  he  could  not  oppofe  it 
without  deftroying  the  fundamental  rights  of  the  houfe 
of  Lignitz,  which  he  had  himfelf  confirmed.  He 
took  another  method  therefore ;  he  excited  the  ftates 
of  Bohemia  to  make  reprefentations  to  him  againft 
this  treaty.  He  had  a  great  inclination  at  once  to  de- 
clare it  null,  but  could  not  find  reafons  on  which  to 
found  this  declaration.  Pretexts  were  fought  for,  and 
attempts  made  to  give  them  fome  appearance  of  ifbli- 
dity.  It  was  alledged,  that  it  would  be  diladvantageous 
for  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  that  the  poffeffions  of  the 
houfe  of  Lignitz  Ihould  be  united  with  thofe  of  the 
houfe  of  Brandenbourg.  But  could  this  pretended 
fear  annul  rights  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  and  fo  well 
confirmed  ? 

Thefe  feeble  reafons  were  backed  by  force.  In  1 546 
he  declared  the  pa6t  of  confraternity  between  the  two 
houfes  null,  and  forced  the  duke  of  Lignitz  to  deliver 
to  him  the  original. 

The  houfe  of  Brandenbourg  never  ceafed  protefting 
againft  thefe  proceedings,  nor  ever  ceded  the  moft 
trivial  claufe  of  the  rights  eftablifhed  by  the  treaty, 
the  original  of  which  they  prcferved,  and  waited  for 
a  favourable  moment  to  aflert  their  claims. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  matters  when  the  houfe  of 
Lignitz  became  extinft.  The  Great  Eledlor  renewed 
his  pretenfions  to  Lignitz,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
Jasgerndorf.    Wc  have  feen  how  he  at  length  con- 
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tented  himfelf  with  the  circle  of  Schwibus,  which  was 
reftored  by  his  fucceflbr, 

Such  were  the  rights  Frederick  II.  wiftied  to  re- 
vive. The  court  of  Vienna  denied  that  all  thefe  pre- 
tenfions  were  founded ;  maintaining  that  the  padt  of 
fraternity  between  the  houfe  of  Lignitz  and  the 
cle6lor  Joachini,  as  well  as  the  teftament  refpefting 
Jaegerndorf,  being  afts  contrary  to  the  feodal  laws, 
had  with  juftice  been  declared  null,  and  that  accord- 
ingly, on  the  extinftion  of  heirs^  male,  thefe  princi- 
palities had  been  juftly  reunited  to  the  crown  of  Bo- 
hemia. The  treaties  of  1686  and  1695  were  parti- 
cularly cited.  By  the  former,  the  eleftor  Frederick- 
William  renounced  thefe  principalities  for  the  circle 
of  Schwibus  5  by  the  latter,  Frederick  I.  had  reftored 
this  part  of  Silefia  to  Auftria,  to  prepare  himfelf  a 
way  to  the  regal  dignity.  Nothing  can  be  more  ri- 
diculous than  the  publications  on  both  fides  at  that 
time  ;  citations  were  made  even  from  the  PandeAs. 
The  faft  is,  that  the  eleftors  of  Brandenbourg  had 
been  obliged  to  cede  their  rights  to  Silefia,  becaufe 
they  were  too  weak  to  refift  the  houfe  of  Auftria  j  and 
Frederick  IL  their  fucceflbr,  thought  proper  to  bring 
forward  his  claims,  becaufe  he  felt  himfelf  ftrong 
enough  to  aflert  them. 

Silefia  had  only  a  fmall  garrifon  for  its  defence. 
Glogau  is  the  firft  fortrefs  met  with  on  the  fide  of 
Brandenbourg;  800  foldiers  whp  formed  the  gar- 
rifon of  that  place,  under  the  orders  of  count  Wallis, 
were  unable  to  refift  the  Prufiians.  The  king  left 
behind  him  prince  Leopold  of  Dcflfau  with  fome  rcgi- 
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ments,  to  befiege  Glogau.     As  for  himfelf,  he  con- 
tinued his  rout  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  and  arrived 
before  the  gates  of  Breflau  the  2d  of  January,  174 1 : 
he  was  at  the  head  of  a  van-guard  of  20  companies 
of  grenadiers,    and  fome  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and 
huflars.     The  town,   which  was  guarded  by  its  own 
foldiers,  furrendered  without  refiftance,  on  condition 
of  being  fufFered  to  obferve  a  fort  of  neutrality.      It 
was  with  the  fame  view,  that  this  city  had  refufed  a 
garrifon  of  5000  men  whom  the  queen  of  Hungary 
had  offered  them  fome  time  before.     The  city  was 
deceived  in  itscxpeftations.     The  king  confented  to 
fuffer  no  more  than  thirty  of  his  gens-d*armes  to  en- 
ter ;   and  they  accordingly  followed  him  with  his  fuit 
of  princes  and  generals.      This  was  all  he  wanted. 
His  prefence  and  his  condu^  were  fuch  as  to  banifli 
apprehenfion,    diftruft,    and  every  idea  of  hoftility. 
Frederick,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  poffeffed  all 
the  qualities  which  had  procured  him  the  charadcr  of 
the  moft  polilhed  man  of  the  age,  (24)  and  their 
Iplendor  was  embellifhed  by  all  the  vigour  and  viva- 
city of  youth.     He  tranquillized  the  catholicks  re- 
fpeftingthe  liberty  of  religion,  teftified  great  refpedk  for 
the  bifliop  and  the  clergy,  gave  flattering  hopes  to  the 
members  of  the  Proteftant  churches,  and  beftowed 
every  fort  of  attention  and  regard  on  the  nobility  and 
principal  citizens :  mild,  affable,  modeft,  he  foon  gain* 
cd  the  confidence  of  the  Silefians;  they  became  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fee  him,  and  no  longer  regarded  his  pre- 
fence as  the  forerunner  of  a  dangerous  revolution. 
Hitherto,  every  thing  had  paflcd  without  rigour, 
D  4  without 
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without  efFufion  of  blood,  without  difordcr.  The 
PrufTians  had  inlpired  no  dread.  The  vanquilhed 
admired  the  vidor,  and  were  never  wearied  with 
difcourfing  on  his  great  qualities.  They  were  de- 
lighted in  beholding  for  the  firft  time  the  fpedtacle  of 
a  brilliant  and  well-difciplined  army.  The  king  gave 
entertainments  and  balls,  which  he  opened  himfelf 
with  the  fined  women  of  the  province.  All  thefe 
circumftances  won  the  hearts  of  a  nation,  lovers  of 
pomp  and  pleafure;  and  it  may  be  faid,  without  plea- 
fantry,  that  Frederick  conquered  the  Silefians  rather 
by  feafts  and  minuets,  than  by  the  terror  of  his 
arms. 

Breflau,  however,  was  not  a  Capua  for  the  viftors. 
The  king  quitted  pleafures  to  fly  to  the  conqucft  of 
Upper  Silefia.  In  the  interim  field-marfhal  Schwerin 
was  advancing  to  the  NeifTe  with  the  right  wing  of 
the  army  j  and  the  light  troops  were  difperfed  along 
both  banks  of  the  Oder,  even  to  the  frontiers.  At 
the  end  of  January,  1741,  Silefia  was  under  the  power 
of  Pruflia,  fi-om  CroflTen  to  Jablunka  (the  paflage  from 
Hungary),  and  from  the  mountains  to  the  frontiers  of 
Poland.  The  fortreflTes  of  Glogau,  Brieg,  andNeifle, 
were  blocked  up.  The  feeble  garrifons  of  fome  towns 
which  had  prepared  for  a  defence,  were  made  prifbn- 
ers  of  war.  General  Brown  had  coUeded  near  Trop- 
•pau  the  remainder  of  the  Auftrian  troops  dilperfed  by 
fear ;  but,  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  he  was  obliged  to 
pafs  the  Mora  to  retire  into  Moravia,  and  abandon 
Upper  Silefia  to  field-marflial  Schwerin. 

The  winter  quarters  lafted  not  long.   The  king  had 
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gone  to  Berlin  to  cover  the  marche  of  Brandenbourg 
from  every  attack  on  the  fide  of  Hanover.  To  this 
cfFcft,  he  formed  on  the  frontiers  near  Gentin  a 
camp  of  30,000  men,  commanded  by  old  Leopold 
of  Deflau, 

Towards  the  end  of  February,  the  king  returned 
to  Silefia,  and  foon  after  received  the  keys  of  Glogau, 
which  was  taken  by  ftorm  the  8th  of  March,  by  eight 
battalions  commanded  by  prince  Leopold  and  the 
margrave  Charles.  (25) 

After  this,  the  befiegers  rejoined  the  army,  then 
compofed  of  60,000  men.  The  Auftrians  had  af- 
fembled  likewife  an  army  of  25,000  regular  troops, 
with  which  general  Neuperg  came  out  of  Moravia  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  paffed  the  Neifle,  to  enter 
Silefia.  Thefe  troops  were  compofed  of  experi- 
enced foldiers,  who  had  already  made  feveral  cam- 
paigns. The  Auftrian  cavalry  was  renowned,  and 
die  army  was  followed  by  a  band  of  Hungarians, 
Sclavonians,  Croats,  Pandours,  Warafdins,  &c«  who 
from  attachment  to  Maria-Therefa  had  flown  to  the 
defence  of  that  princefs. 

We  are  now  at  the  moment  when  the  Pruflian  troops 
will  have  occafion  to  fliew,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
enemy,  what  an  army  is  capable  of,  which  has  been 
cxercifed  for  twenty  years  with  the  ftrifteft  attention, 
and  accuftomed  to  the  fevereft  difcipline.  (26)  The 
10th  of  April,  1 741,  they  gave  a  proof  of  it  in  the 
plain  that  feparates  Molwitz  from  Pampitz,  two  vil- 
lages at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Brieg. 

The  ,9th,  Neuperg  had  advanced  as  far  as  Brieg 
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with  the  dcfign  of  pulhing  on  to  Olau,  to  get  poflet^ 
fion  of  the  magazines  and  heavy  artillery  of  the  eneny 
at  that  place.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  loth,  the 
king  advanced  from  Pampitz  to  meet  him,  with  31 
battalions  and  30  fquadrons  in  order  of  battle.  The  • 
Auftrians  were  not  yet  completely  formed,  when  the 
Pruflian  right  wing  had  already  cannonaded  their 
left  near  Molwitz.  The  Auftrian  cavalry  performed 
wonders.  General  Roemer,  who  commanded  it,  threw 
the  right  wing  of  the  Pruffians  into  great  diforder, 
by  five  fucceffive  attacks  he  made  with  three  regi- 
ments of  cuirafliers  and  dragoons.  The  cavalry  was 
broken.  Schulenbourg,  the  Pruflian  general,  who  had 
polled  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  dragoons,  lay  dead 
upon  the  field.  Every  thing  gave  way,  the  batdc 
fcemed  to  be  loft.  The  king  doubted  of  the  viftory, 
and  was  hurried  far  from  the  field  of  battle.  (27)  Ge- 
neral Schwerin,  (28)  however,  kept  up  a  conftant 
fire,  and  fo  prefled  the  Auftrian  infantry,  as  to  oblige 
it  finally  to  retreat.  On  the  right  wing  of  the 
Pniflians,  too,  was  feen  the  efFeds  of  military,  dif- 
cipline.  Prince  Leopold,  who  commanded  the  fe- 
cond  line,  drove  back  the  fugitives  of  the  firft,  by 
firing  on  them.  He  reinforced  this  wing  with  fomc 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  by  that  means  gave 
them  the  advantage  over  the  enemy's  infantry,  which 
the  cavalry  had  left  expofed  and  unfupported  on  the 
flank,  by  advancing  with  too  much  ardor  agaioft  the 
PrufCans.  General  Roemer  was  flain  by  a  muiket 
ihot,  and  his  cavalry  had  the  boldnefs  to  pafs  before 
the  Pruflian  front  to  regain  the  left  wing.     Neuperg 
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fent  fome  other  regiments  of  cavalry  to  the  fuccour 
of  the  left  wing,  which  now  threw  the  Pruffians  into 
confufion,  but  the  continued  fire  of  the  grenadiers  at 
length  forced  them  to  retire.  Towards  the  evening, 
the  Pruffians  remained  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle, 
after  a  combat  of  five  hours.  Neuperg  retreated  to- 
wards Neifle. 

This  day  coft  the  Pruffians  more  than  aooo  men, 
and  the  Auftrians  upwards  of  3000,  Amongft  the  for- 
mer was  the  margrave  Frederick- William,  There 
were  prefent  at  this  battle  ten  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg,  The  number  of  wounded  was  im- 
menfe,  and  proves  the  obftinacy  with  which  the  battle 
was  fought  on  both  fides. 

Each  party  did  the  other  juftice.  The  Auftrians  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  never  feen  braver  or  better  exer- 
cifed  foldiers  than  the  Pruffian  troops,  and  the  Pruf- 
fians confeffed  they  fhould  have  loft  the  batde,  had 
the  Auftrian  army  been  formed  when  the  attack  be- 
gan, and  had  the  infantry  fupported  the  cavalry,  (29) 

This  viftory  proved  the  fuperiority  of  the  new 
Pruffian  taftics,  and  procured  Frederick  the  con- 
queft  of  Silefia,  Thefe  brilliant  fuccefles  excited  the 
attention  of  all  Europe,  The  fovereigns  by  whom  it 
was  then  governed  were  divided  into  two  great  par- 
tics  ;  that  of  Auftria,  and  that  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. The  preponderance  of  the  one  or  the  other 
fecmed  now  to  depend  on  the  party  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  fhould  efpcufe ;  and  all  Europe  had  their  eyes 
turned  towards  a  power,  known  before  only  by  the 
jokes  pafTed  on  the  huge  foldiers  of  parade,  with  their 
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little  blue  coats  and  powdered  hair.  The  king's  head- 
quarters became  the  rendezvous  of  the  ambafladors  of 
aloioft  every  court  from  Peterfburgh  to  Madrid. 
Auftria,  RufTia,  England,  and  Holland,  laboured  with 
ardor  to  perfuade  the  king  to  form  a  treaty  with  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  and  to  divert  him  from  an  alliance 
with  her  enemies.  It  was  propofed  to  him  to  evacu- 
ate Silcfia,  with  a  promife  of  fatisfying  him  relpefting 
his  pretenfions. 

But  Frederick  was  not  dilpofed  to  relinquifh  what 
he  had  once  got  into  his  hands,  nor  to  prefer  the 
doubtful  iffue  of  negociations  to  that  of  arms,  which 
decide  in  a  much  more  efficacious  manner.  He 
chofe  rather  to  liften  to  France,  Bavaria,  and  Saxony, 
whofe  leading  ohjedt  was  the  abafement  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  the  eleftion  of  Charles  of  Bavaria  to 
the  Imperial  throne.  The  duke  de  Belleifle,  who 
repaired  to  the  Pruffian  camp  immediately  after  the 
battle,  was  the  chief  inftrument  of  this  projedt. 

The  warof  Silef3a3tlien,was  continued.  The  firft  ex- 
ploit of  the  Pruflians,  after  the  vidory  of  Molwitz,  was 
the  taking  of  Brieg,  which  was  defended  by  general 
Piccolomini  with  two  thoufand  men.  This  place  fur- 
rendered  the  7th  of  May,  after  coding  the  Pruffians  no 
more  than  2000  bombs  and  4000  balls. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  was  now  mafter  of  all  Lower 
Silefia,  except  Breflaw  and  Neifle.  His  troops  entered 
the  former  unexpedledly  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  neutrality.  This  city  was  accufed  of 
maintaining  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  Auftrian 
troops.  The  king  was  informed  of  it  by  an  inter-, 
cepted  letter,  fent  from  the  town  to  general  Neuperg, 

who 
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vAio  was  therein  defired  to  approach  with  the  Auf- 
trians,  and  the  gates  fhould  be  opened  to  them.  The 
king  got  the  ftart  of  them.  In  the  night  he  intro- 
duced 8000  men  into  the  fuburbs,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing into  the  town.  To  prevent  all  violence,  and  Ipare 
the  efFufion  of  blood,  it  was  pretended  that  thefe  troops 
were  only  to  traverfe  the  town  in  order  to  pafs  the 
Oder.  The  town-major  put  himfelf,  as  ufual,  at  the 
head  of  the  Pruffian  troops,  to  conduft  them.  But 
they  very  foon  faved  him  that  trouble.  The  grena- 
diers fuddenly  faced  about,  at  the  bending  of  a  ftrcct, 
let  the  major  go  on,  and  advanced  towards  the  great 
iquare.  The  major,  thinking  the  Pruflians  had  mif- 
taken  their  way,  cried  out  as  loud  as  he  could  for  them 
to  follow  him ;  they  were  deaf  to  his  cries;  and  prince 
Leopold  approaching,  politely  thanked  him  for  ha- 
ving been  fo  obliging  as  to  ferve  as  a  guide  to  the 
troops,  begged  him  no  longer  to  give  himfelf  that 
trouble,  but  to  fheath  his  fword,  as  the  Pruflians 

'  would  remain  in  the  city.  The  inhabitants  tried  to 
fhut  the  gates,  and  prevent  the  reft  of  the  Pruflians 
from  entering  s  but  every  precaution  had  been  taken ; 
and  baggage  waggons  judicioufly  placed  towards  the 
gates  and  bridges,  rendered  every  efibrt  ufelefs.  In 
the  fpace  of  an  hour,  the  fquares  and  ftreets  were  filled 
with  foldiers,  and  by  eight  in  the  morning  the  city 
was  in  th6  entire  poflfeflTion  of  the  king.  A  quarter  of 
kn  hour  after,  the  king,  who  was  at  ten  leagues  diftance, 
received  the  news  of  this  acquifition,  by  the  fucceflive 
firing  of  feveral  cannon  placed  at  intervals  of  a  league 

'  from  each  other,  between  Breflaw  and  his  head-quarters. 

The 
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The  fame  day  field-marflial  Schwcrin  aflembled  at 
die  town-houfe  the  counfellors  and  leading  citizens; 
he  laid  before  them  in  the  moft  gracious  manner  thef 
leaibns  which  had  induced  the  king  to  place  a  garrifen 
in  the  town,  in  the  name  of  his  majefly  promiied  them 
aU  his  protedion,  favour,  and  good  graces,  and  con-^ 
eluded  by  defiringj  them  to  take  an  oath  o£  fidelity  to 
the  king  upon  the  ipot,  and  do  homage  to  him  as  duke 
of  Silefia,  The  citizens  of  Breflau  were  unable  to  rc- 
£ft  fuch  engaging  manners,  and  took  the  oath.  One 
head  was  inftantly  ftruck  off  the  Auftrian  eagles,  to 
convert  them  into  Pruffian  ones ;  the  cry  was,  Ijmg 
live  the  king  of  Pruffian  fovereign  duke  of  Silefial 
money  was  thrown  to  the  people,  7>  Deum  fung,  and 
orders  were  ^ven  to  the  priefts  to  make  thankfgiving 
fcrmons.  General  Schwerin,  who  was  much  attached 
to  his  religion,  publickly  embraced  the  Lutheran 
clergy,  and  contented  hinnfelf  with  giving  the  ca- 
tholicks  his  hand.  The  commandant  of  the  city 
troops  was  made  a  general  by  the  king.  This  man 
was  compared  on  this  occafion  to  a  Grecian  oratOTi 
who  thus  replied  to  one  of  his  brethren  who  was  one 
day  recounting  what  he  had  gained  by  defending  t 
caufe.  And  I  have  gained  twice  as  much  by  holding  mf 
tongue. 

The  enemy  was  approaching  with  the  main  body 
of  his  forces  towards  Schweidnitz,  where  the  Pruffians 
had  a  confiderable  magazine,  and,  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication with  that  place,  had  encamped  near  Fran- 
kenftein.  Onhis4ide,  the  king  quitted  Strehlen  where 
he  then  was,  and  encamped  near  Reichenbacli.    Tte 
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enemy's  camp  was  fo  difpofed  as  to  afford  no  hopes  of 
attacking  it  with  fuccefs.     The  king  therefore  took 
another  method  of  making  the  enemy  quit  his  pofition, 
and  driving  him  over  the  Neifle.    He  marched  by 
Toeplivode  and  Munfterberg,  to  reach  the  environs  of 
the  town  of  Neifle.     The  Auftrians  attempted  to  take 
his  baggage ;  but  to  this  end  it  was  neccflary  to  pais 
by  Nimtfch,  which  was  already  occupied  by  colonel 
Voigt;    and  they  only  carried  off  a  few  waggons. 
The  nth  of  September,  the  king  arrived  in  the  plain 
of  Woitz,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Neifle.  The  enemy, 
who  did  not  wifli  to  have  his  communfcation  with  the 
latter  place  cut  ofi^,  had  decamped  and  taken  pofl:  near 
Otmachau,  oppofite  the  king;  fo  that  it  was  im- 
pofllble  to  pafs  the  river  Neifle  on  that  fide.    In  con- 
fequcnce,  the  king  encamped  near  Neuendorf,  and  the 
a6th  of  September  paflfed  the  Neifle  without  oppofition 
on  the  fide  of  Koeppitz,  to  enter  Upper  Silefia,   and 
force  the  enemy  either  to  give  battle,   or  retire  into 
Moravia.     He  threw  troops  into  Oppeln  and  Crap- 
pitz,  and  approached  the  enemy,  to  draw  him  to  an 
engagement.     The  i6th  of  Oftober,  he  advanced 
into  the  plain  of  Zultz,   with  the  defign  of  fighting ; 
but  the  Auflrians  had  decamped  during  the  night, 
and  retreated  to  Jasgerndorf. 

The  fortrefs  of  Neifle,  which  had  but  a  weak  gar- 
rifon,  now  feemed  abandoned  to  itfelf.     The  king  di- 
.  vided  his  army  into  three  parts.     With  one  of  them, 
prince  Leopold  invefl:ed  that  place ;  another  detach- 
*  ment,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Truchfes,  was  fent 
.  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and  the  king  with  the  remain- 
der 
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dcr  of  the  army  encamped,  firft,  near  Schnellcnwaldc, 
then  in  the  vicinage  of  Neumtz,  not  far  from  Neifle, 
Prince  Dietrich  of  Anholt  Deflau  was  charged  to  be-- 
fiege  Neifle,  and  took  it  the  31ft  of  Odobcr. 

After  die  capture  of  this  fortrefs,  the  king  returned 
by  Brieg  and  Breflaw  to  Berlin ;  and  field-marihal 
Schwerin  fpread  himfelf  over  Upper  Silefia.  Prince 
Leopold  with  10,000  men  took  pofleflion  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Glatz,  except  the  fortrefs  which  was  in  vetted. 
Part  of  his  troops  penetrated  into  Bohemia  by  the 
circle  of  Koenigfgratz.  About  the  fame  time  the  elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  after  taking  Prague,  made  the  inhabi- 
tants do  him  homage  in  quality  of  king  of  Bohemia. 
This  prince,  who  had  much  both  to  fear  and  hope  from 
the  king  of  Pruflia  his  ally,  made  no  difficulty  in  ce- 
ding to  him  all  his  claims  on  the  county  of  GlatZ) 
which  was  a  dependency  of  Bohemia. 

Towards  the  end  of  1741,  the  king  was  in  poffeflion 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz. 
In  November,  he  had  received  in  perfoni  at  Breflaw> 
the  homage  of  the  princes  and  ftates  of  Silefia.  The 
aflembly  confifted  of  400  perfons.  We  have  fecn,  that, 
at  the  commencement,  the  king  limited  his.pretcn* 
fions  to  four  principalities  and  a  few  feigniories.  His 
difcourfe  to  the  ftates  contained  the  reafons  which  au- 
thorized him  to  retain  all  Silefia.  "  The  fum-rtotal  of 
*^  the  revenues,"  faid  he,  "that  thehoufe  of  Brandcn- 
"  bourg  has  loft  fince  thefe  duchies  have  been  taken 
"  from  it,  greatly  furpafles  the  value  of  the  whole  pro- 
"  vince." 

l^he  King  confirmed  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 

princes^ 
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priiltcs  and  ftat?cs,  and  refufed  the  gift  of  100,006 
crowns  which  precedi/ig  fbvereigns  had  ulually  ac-» 
cepted  on  tlie  day  of  that  ceremony.  He  gained  the 
nobility  by  vain  titles  which  flatter  pride,  without  re- 
quiring or  even  fuppofing  nnerit.  He  created  princes, 
counts,  and  barons ;  diftributed  crofles,  ribbands,  and 
chamberlains  keys  5  gr'anted  to  fome  the  privilege  of 
being  drawn  by  fix  horfes  in  their  carriage  on  days  of 
ceremony  5  and,  in  order  to  attach  feveral  of  them  to 
him,  he  created  provincial  offices  with  the  title  oi  Ex- 
€4llencyy  without  annexing  to  them  either  employment 
or  relponfibility,  - 

Proteftion,  religion,  impofts  j  thefe  are  the  three 
main  objects  which  intereft  a  people  in  the  government. 
All  his  new  ordinances  either  tranquillized  the  Silefians 
on  thefe  heads,  or  rendered  their  fituation  better. 
The  catholics  were  not  difturbed  in  their  churches, 
fchools,  or  religious  excrcifes.  The  proteftants  received 
new  churches,  and  minifters,  when  they  demanded 
and  were  able  to  bear  the  expence  of  them.  The  king, 
to  give  a  ftriking  proof  of  his  toleration,  affifted  once 
at  the  fermon  of  the  Lutherans,  and  another  time  at  the 
catholic  mafs.  Cardinal  deSinzendorf,bi{hop  of  Silefia, 
had  been  a  prilbner  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  for 
cairying  on  a  correfpondence  with  the  commandant  of 
Nciffe.  The  king  now  (hewed  him  every  mark  of  re- 
aped, and  gave  him  permiffion  to  retire  to  Vienna  du- 
ring hoililities.  (30) 

One  of  the  king's  firft  cares  was  to  abolifli  thofc 

arbitrary  impofts  which  defolated  Silefia  under  the 

houfe  of  Auftria,  and  to  cftablifh  a  more  equitable 
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proportion  in  the  repartition.  We  Ihali  haveoccafion 
hereafter  to  Ipeak  of  all  thefe  operations. 

Corn  was  diftributed  for  their  fubfiflencej  and  to  fbw^ 
the  earth,  to  the  peafants  who  had  fufFercd  by  the  ra- 
vages of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  received , 
money  and  afllftance  to  rebuild  their  houfes.  Whilft 
the  conqueror  was  thus  ftriving  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  attachment  of  his  new  fubje£b,  part  of  his  army 
became  maflcrs  of  Moravia,  under  the  orders  of  field- 
marfhal  Schwerin.  The  fortrefs  of Olmutz  furrendered 
the  27  th  of  December,  and  prince  Leopold,  in  the 
king's  name,  received  the  homage  of  the  county  of 
Glatz,  which  he  had  conquered. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  was  the  only  one  of  her 
allies  whb  prepared  to  give  any  efficacious  fuccour  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary  5  he  had  taken  into  his  pay  Da- 
ni(h  and  Heffian  troops,  and  confiderably  augmented 
the  number  of  thofe  he  already  had  in  his  German  Hates. 
In  April,  1741,  the  parliament  of  England  granted 
an  annual,  fubfidy  of  jC-3oo,opo  to  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  and  a  body  of  Englifh  troops  were  ready  to 
depart  for  Germany.  Thefe  difpofitions  induced  the 
king  of  PrulTia  to  form  an  army  of  obfervation,  to  re- 
fill any  attacks  from  that  of  Hanover.  Frederick, 
who  thought  himfelf  equally  fafe  on  the  fide  of 
France  and  Ruffia,  compofed  this  army  of  the  regir 
ments  he  had  left  in  Weflphalia  and  Pruffia.  In  the 
month  of  Augufl,  a  French  army,  commanded  by  the 
marOial  de  Maillebois,  appeared  on  the  frontiers  of 
Hanover.  The  king  of  England,  too  weak  to  refill 
thefe  two  arnaies,  and  no  longer  counting  on  any  £or. 
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reign  fiiccour,  entered  into  a  conventionygendered  nc- 
ccflary  by  circumftancesyand  promifed  to  give  no  af- 
fiftance  to  the  queen,  noroppofe  die  enterprizes  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  and  deftor  of  Bavaria  againft  her.  In. 
conlequence,  the  king  of  Pruflia  withdrew  his  army, . 
which  he  fent  the  en fuing  year  into  Silefia;  and  .the 
French  likewife  quitted  the  frontiers  of  Hanover. 

Towards  the  end  of  January,  1742,  the  king  himfelf 
traverfed  the  county  of  Glatz  to  join  the  arrny  in  Mo* 
tavia.  Prince  Lobkowitz,  who  conimanded  the  Auf- 
triantroops,was  too  feeble  to  refifthim.  Brinn,the  capital 
of  that  principality,  was  invefted.The  King  advanced 
with  part  of  his  troops  as  far  as  the  Auftrian  frontiers, 
and  fent  field-marfhal  Schwerin  with  an  army  to 
Krems,  upon  the  Danube.  This  general  laid  Lower 
Silefia  under  contribution,  and  the  Pruffian  huffars 
pulhed  their  inroads  even  to  the  gates  of  Vienna. 

The  principal  forces  of  Auftria  were  coUedted  in 
Bohemia,  where  the  combined  troops  of  France  and 
Bavaria  were  fb  weakened  as  to  be  no  longer  able  to 
remain  in  the  country  without  a  reinforcement.  In 
confequcnce,  the  king  thought  it  neceflary  to  turn  to 
the  fide  of  Bohemia,  in  order  to  cover  the  county  of 
Glatz.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  who  commanded 
the  Imperialifts  in  Bohemia,  endeavoured  to  fteal  a 
march  on  the  king,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  a 
junction  with  the  French  army,  and  to  poflefs  himfelf 
of  the  Pruffian  magazines  at  Colin,  and  at  Pardubitz, 
on  the  Elbe.  The  two  armies  met  near  the  town  of 
,  Czaflaw,  in  Bohemia,  and,  the  1 7  th  of  May,  a  battle 
was  fought  near  the  village  of  Chotufitz. 

El  The 
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The  Prufcn  cavalry  had  improved  by  war,  and 
in  this  battle  dilpiited  tlic  fuperiority  with  tliat  of  the 
Auftrians.  General  Buddenbrok  made  an  attack, 
which  overthrew  the  firft  line  of  the  enemy's  cavalry* 
GeneraF  Roteftbourg  drove  back  fome  regiments  on 
the  right  wing,  and  the  Pruffian  huflkrs  attacked  the 
fecond  line  of  the  Auftrians  with  fo  much  impetuofity, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  form  en  hataillon  carrcy 
which  fcparated  them  from  the  infantry.  The  Auftrian 
infantry  had  the  advantage  of  getting  pofleflion  of  the 
village  of  Chotufitz,  from  which  they  drove  the  Pruf- 
fians.  On  this  occafion  they  toot  fixteen  pair  of  co- 
lours, and  made  upwards  of  1500  prilbncrs.  But  the 
flcill  and  rapidity  of  the  evolutions  that  diftinguilh  the 
Pruffian  tadics,  triumphed  over  every  obftacle.  The 
king  made  the  infantry  advance  from  his  right  wing, 
and  by  this  evolution  the  Auftrian  infantry  found 
themfelves  attacked  in  flank  before  they  had  time  to 
make  any  mancKuvrc.  No  more  was  necefTary  to  throw 
them  into  diforder  and  put  them  to  flight,  Viftory 
declared  for  the  Pruffians,  The  Auftrians,  who  had 
loft  more  than  4000  men,  retired  towards  the  MuHa; 
and  the  king,  whofe  lofs  was  not  far  Ihort  of  theirs,  re- 
mained near  Kuttenberg.  Frederick  from  the  field 
of  battle  wrote  to  Louis  XV  :  Sir e^  prime  Charles  at- 
tacked me^  and  I  have  heat  him. 

The  fruit  of  this  viftory  was  the  peace  of  Breflaw. 
From  the  preceding  year,  the  king  of  England, 
the  fole  ally  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  had  advifed 
that  princefs  to  facrifice  a  part  of  Silefia  to  peace  ^th 
the  king  of  Pruflla.     But  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
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uniformly  ncjeftcd  his  counfds,  and  daerj|iincd  to  wait 
the  iflueofthe  firft  battle,  previous  to  a  decifioa. 
The  nth  of  June,  thepreUminariei^  {31)  were  fign- 
£d  at  Brellaw,  apid  the  aSth  of  July  peace  was  conclu*' 
ded  at  Berlin.  (32) 

By  this  treaty.  Upper  and  JLower  Silefia  were  ceded 
to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  as  well  as  the  county  of  Glatz, 
with  entire  independence  on  the  crown  of  Bohe- 
mia ;  {o  that  only  a  very  fmall  fpot  of  Upper  Silefia 
remained  to  the  quoen  of  Hungary.  On  his  part,  the 
Icing  promifcd  tp  pay  the  capitals  lent  by  fome  Engliih 
and  Dutch  individual  to  the  houie  of  Auibia  on  the 
focunty  of  the  SikfiiMi  revenue,  to  fuffef  the  inhabi- 
tants /of  Silefia  to  pa&  fredy  into  the  Auftrian  coun- 
tries, widiout  being  compelled  to  p^y  any  duty  to 
Pruflla,  and  to  preferve  xhfi  catholic  religion  on  its  an^ 
cient  footing. 

Some  hiftorians  of  this  period  pretendtjiat  the  pjeace 
of  Bneflaw  would  not  have  been  fb  fpeedily  concluded 
but  for  the  marihalde  Broglio's  refufd,  under  frivolous 
pretexts^  to  unite  his  army  with  that  of  the  king  pre- 
vious to  the  battle  of  Chotufitz ;  which  refufal  is  faid  to 
have  greatly  irritated  the  king,  by  fhewiqg  him  what 
he  had  to  expe£b  from  his  aUies.  But  it  is  probable 
that  this  was  BOt  founded  in  fa(3:.  The  marihal  de 
BcGjglio,  at  that  nooment,  was  in  prefence  of  the  army 
cf  prince  Lohkowitz,  who  lay  at  Budweis,  and  had  he 
Uttempced  to  advance  towards  the  Idng,  by  the  circle 
of  Czaflaw,  he  muft  have  abandoned  Prague  and  the 
part  of  Bohemia  it  was  his  duty  to  cover.  Befides 
that  the  king  was  as  ftrong  as  prince  Charges,  and 
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ftood  in  no  need  of  afliftancc  from  the  French  to  gain 
the  viftory. 

In  July,  peace  was  publifhed  and  celebrated.  Car- 
dinal de  Sinzendorf,  bifhop  of  Silefia,  preached  a  fer- 
mon  in  the  cathedral  on  this  occafion,  at  which  the  king 
affifted.  This  the  German  hiftorians  have  not  foiled 
to  remark  as  a  very  ftriking  fingukrity  j  apparently, 
becaufe  it  is  ftill  more  rare  to  hear  cardinals  preachy 
than  for  kings  to  be  prefent  at  fermons. 

Several  writers  have  appeared  aftoni(hed  that  the 
king  of  Prujffia  Ihould  have  been  the  firft  to  aflert  his 
claims  by  force  of  arms,  at  a  time  when  he  was  defti- 
tute  of  allies,  and  hadreafon  to  apprehend  that  by  at- 
tacking the  houfe  of  Auftria  he  (hoiild  draw  upon  him- 
felf  all  the  powers  which  had  guaranteed  the  pragmatic 
fandion.  It  has  been  faid,  on  this  occafion,  that  the 
king  of  Pruflia  was  more  fortunate  than  prudent. 
But,  on  properly  weighing  matters,  it  is  evident  that 
Frederick's  mealures  could  not  have  been  better  timed* 
He  began  the  war  when  he  knew  that  Silefia  was 
without  defence,  and  the  finances  of  Auftria  were  at 
the  lowed  ebb.  He  knew  that  the  ele6tors  of  Bavaria 
and  Saxony,  as  well  as  the  king  of  Spain,  were  mak- 
ing pretenfions  to  which  the  queen  would  not  concede. 
The  court  of  France  had  long  been  allied  with  Bava- 
ria, and  compelled  by  policy  to  fupport  her  in  her  pre- 
tenfions. He  forefaw  that  all  thefe  powers  muft  (hordy 
take  up  arms  to  aflert  their  claims,  and  that,  if  he  could 
fucceed  in  giving  a  new  turn  to  aflPairs,  his  friendihip 
and  alliance  would  be  fought  by  them  all.  He  had 
nothing  to  dread  on  the  fide  of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
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lV)krid.  The  firft  had  ranged  heiielf  on  the  fide 
of  France,  the  two  others  were  too  weak.  There  re- 
mained then  only  Ruffia,  England,  and  Holland,  wht5 
were  able  to  oppofe  any  obftacles  to  his  conquefts.  He 
knew  likewife  how  to  fccwre  hinnfelf  in  this  refpeft. 
The  (x>urt  of  Ruflia,  convulfed  fince  the  death  of  the 
cmprefs  Anne,  by  important  revolutions,  had  a  war 
with  the  Swedes,  which  prevented  her  from  interfering 
in  the  affairs  of  Germany.  The  projefts  of  the  king 
of  England  were  fufpended  by  the  army  of  obferva^ 
tion  Frederick  oppofed  to  his  troops ;  and  the  French 
army  approaching  the  frontiers  of  Hanover  on  the  fide 
of  the  Rhine,  the  court  of  England  was  under  the  ne^ 
ceffity  of  figning  die  treaty  of  neutrality  we  have 
mentioned.  As  for  the  Dutch,  the  king  knew  their 
pacific  fyftem,  and  that  their  proximity  to  France  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  for  them  to  take  a  part.  Such  was 
nearly  the  ftate  of  aflFairs  in  Europe  during  the  year 
1 741 }  fct  us  now  caft  an  eye  on  feme  particular  tranf- 
adbns  which  at  the  fame  period  occupied  the  court 
ofPruflia. 

The  moft  important  was  the  eleftion  of  an  emperor. 
On  the  1 7th  of  November,  1 740,  baron  de  Grofchlag, 
ambaffador  from  the  eledlor  of  Mayence,  folemnly  in- 
vited the  king  of  Pruffia  to  attend  the  cle&ion.  The 
'grand,  equerry  Schwerin,  and  the  minifter  of  ftate  de 
Broik,  were  nominated  to  repair  in  the  king's  name 
io  Frankfort  on  the  Main^  where  the  eledbion  was  to 
take  place  on  the  i ft  of  March,  1741.  But  events 
dfyddenly  fprangup  which  poftponed  this  ele6kion  fdr  a 
whole  year,    Th?  queen  of  Hungary  h^d  beftowed  on 
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her  hufband,  grand-duke  of  Florence  and  duke  of 
Lorraine,  the  co-regency,  and  the  electoral  voice  at- 
tached to  the  crown  of  Bohemia.  The  king  of  Po« 
land,  in  quality  of  eleftor  of  Saxony,  (^pofed  this 
arrangement,  pretending  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  empire  and  the  pragmatic 
fandtion.  The  elefbor  palatine  propofed  to  the  elefbor 
of  Mayence,  to  defer  the  election  for  three  or  four 
months,  on  account  of  the  war  of  Sikfia,  and  the  dif* 
ficulties  which  had  ariien  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Bohe* 
mian  fuffrage.  The  king  of  Pruffia^  as  well  as  iht 
eleftors  o(  Bavaria  and  Cologne,  joined  with  thft 
eleAor  palatine  in  demanding  this  delay.  At  length 
it  was  agreed  that  the  election  (hould  be  made  by  the 
few  ambafladors  who  were  at  Frankfort,  and  only  by 
the  way  of  deliberations.  Attempts  were  made  to 
remove  the  difficulties  occaiioned  by  the  elcAoral 
voice  of  Bohemia,  and  it  was  determined,  by  a  ^* 
rality  of  votes,  to  fufpend  the  fufirage  for  this  tiin€^ 
without  forming  a  precedent.  The  Bohemian  am-- 
baiTador  immediately  protefled  againfl  this  reiblutioi^ 
and  quitted  Frankfort.  The  king  afterwards  gave  his 
voice  to  Charles  Albert,  elector  o£  Bavaria,  who  was 
choien  emperor  in  1742,  under  the  name  of  Charles 
VII.  This  prince  had  difpatched  amba(fad(Mii  to  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  then  in  Silefia,  to  fecure  his  vote,  and- 
form  a  Arid  union  with  him.  The  count  deBe&eifk 
feconded  the  demands  of  the  eleftor,  and  every  thing 
was  fettled.  By  the  treaty  of  Nymphenbourg  France 
had  engaged  to  fupport  the  duke  of  Bavaria  wiA 
troops  and  money.    In  confeqi;ience,  two  confidtr«ble 
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French  armies  appeared  in  Germany,  one  of  'srfiich 
joined  the  troops  of  Bavaria,  and  made  conqucfts  in 
Auftria  and  Bohemia ;  whiift  the  other  approached  the 
frontiers  of  Hanover,  to  prevent  the  king  of  England 
from  aflifting  Mariar-Thercla.  Spain,  in  virtue  of  her 
pretentions  to  the  fucceffion  of  Auftria,  had  armed  to 
give  them  efficacy,  and  acceded  to  the  alliance  of 
France  and  Bavaria.  She  had  fent  an  ambta0ador  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia^s  camp,  with  the  view  of  fordng 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  cede  to  her  the  countries  (he 
demanded,  apd  to  confer  the  Imperial  crown  on  the 
clciSfaor  of  Bavaria.  lo  September  the  king  concluded 
an  alliance  with  France,  Spain,  and  Bavaria,  and,  after 
theconqueftof  Bohemia,  Charles  VIL  ceded  to  him 
the  county  of  Glatz  under  the  title  of  an  independent 
ibvereignty. 

From  the  beginning.  Saxony  had  oppofed  the  di£» 
pofitions  of  the  queen  on  the  fubjcd  of  the  ele(%oral 
iuffrage  of  Bohemia,  and  in  the  fpring  aflembled 
troops  with  the  view  of  fupporttng  her  pretenfions. 
But  the  formal  rupture  did  not  take  place  before  the 
beginning  of  November,  when  the  troops  of  the  elec- 
tor entered  Bohemia.     The  Saxon  ambaftador,  who 
^  had  accompanied  the  king  into  Silefia^  formed,  in  that 
I   month,  an  union  between  the  two  courts,  by  virtue  of 
f  which  the  Saxon  troops  were  put  under  the  king's 
t  command,  and  they  fcrved  him  as  his  own  in  his  Mo« 
I   ravian  expedition. 

Whiift  the  French,  the  Bavarians,  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  Saxons,  were  endeavouring, on  one  hand,  to  en- 
gage the  king  to  continue  the  war,  and  to  contribute 
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to  riieir  projcdt  of  humbling  the  houfc  of  Auftriai 
England  and  Holland,  on  the  other,  were  ftriving  to 
unite  by  treaty  the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  Branden- 
bourg.  The  ambafladors  of  England,  Holland,  and 
Brunfwick,  who  followed  the  king  into  Silefia,  laboured 
With  ardor  for  this  peace,  fiut  their  propoGtions  were 
by  no  means  of  a  fatisfadory  nature.  Towards  the 
endof  X741,  it  was  generally  reported  throughoutEu- 
rope,  that  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna  had  figned 
articles  of  peace  in  the  month  of  Odtober.  This  re- 
port was  formally  contradifted,  and  orders  were  fent 
to  the  Pruflian  envoys  at  every  court  to  declare  the 
contrary.  The  following  was  the  origin  of  this  falie 
rumour. 

We  know  that  when  the  French  army  entered  Ger- 
many, and  the  defigns  of  the  courts  of  Munich  and  of 
Drefden  were  no  longer  doubtful,  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary found  herfelf  compelled  by  circunndlances  to  oflSar 
part  of  Silefia  to  the  king,  and  to  endeavour  to  make 
peace  with  him,  that  (he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
refill  her  other  enemies.  Lord  Hyndford,  the  Eng- 
lifti  ambaflador  in  Pruffia,  received  orders  to  make 
the  propoGtions,  and  conferences  were  held  in  the  cas* 
de  of  Klein-Schnellendorf,  fituated  in  Upper  SileGa. 
They  terminated  in  nothing,  and  the  king  continued 
the  war.  In  1744,  when  it  broke  out  afrelh,  die 
court  of  Vienna  reproached  the  king  with  a  breach  of 
the  convention  of  Schnellendorf,  andpublifhcd  the  aft 
of  this  convention,  C35)  figned  the  9th  of  October, 
1741.  But  it  is  only  heceflfary  to  read  that  adt  to  be 
convinced  that  it  was  merely  an  agreement  meant  to 
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ferve  as  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  which  eventually  took 
place.  The  articks  7  and  8  clearly  cxprefs  that  the 
treaty  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  ceflion  of  Silefia  fliould 
not  be  concluded  till  towards  the  end  of  DeccmbcTi 
and  it  is  faid  in  article  ij^  that  the  negociators  fhaU 
•meet  again  in  fpring,  to  take  the  neceffary  fteps,  ia 
oUe  peace  Ihould  not  be  made.  This  was  evidently  mi 
real  convention  obligatory  on  one  fide  or  the  other. 
Towards  the  end  of  1 74I3  the  n^ociations  were  brokte 
off,  and  the  war  continued. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  negociated  likcwife  on  the  liiiiged: 
of  the  king's  enterprizes  on  Silefia. .  Dc  Brackel^  the 
minifter  of  date,  ivas  fent  to  him  to  make  reprcfen- 
tations,  and  to  declare  that  the  court  of  Peter  (burgh  faw 
itfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  fulfilling  its  cngageoicnti 
with  that  of  Vienna.  In  fad,  as  foon  as  the  grand- 
^uchefs  Anne  mounted  the  throne,  (he  put  her  troopi 
in  motion  towards  the  frontiers  of  Livonia.  Thii 
princefs  entertained  very  favourable  fentiments  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  the  count  de  Munich,  her  firft  nii- 
nifter,  loft  all  his  places,  on  account  of  his  attachment 
to  the  court  of  Pruffia.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the 
king  fent  colonel  de  Winterfeld,  fon-in-law  of  count 
Munich,  to  Peterfburgh,  with  fre(h  inftrudions  to  his 
envoy  at  the  court  of  Ruflia.  But  the  war  with  Swe- 
den changed  the  face  of  aflfairs,  and  Ruflia  no  longer 
thought  of  fupporting  Maria-Therefa. 

Sweden  and  Denmark,  who  had  ambafladors  in  Si- 
lefia,  alfo  recommended  peace.  But  their  negociations 
wei^direfted  by  partial  views.  The  king  of  Denmark^ 
who  faw  that  of  Sweden  on  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
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wi(hed  lb  give  the  crown  of  that  kingdom  to  his  (bit, 
and  had  formed  a  confiderable  party  amongft  the 
Siiredes.  In  confequence,  he  was  ftriving  to  engage 
foreign  powers  to  favour  his  defigns,  or  at  leaft  to  throv 
ik>  obftacle  in  the  way  of  them.  Sweden  had  refplved 
CO  go  to  war  with  Ruilia.  The  council  of  A:ate> 
knowing  that  an  alliance  fubfifted  between  that  cmpifp 
and  Pruffia,  endeavoured  to  divert  the  king  from  fiir- 
•illiing  the  Ruffians  with  fuccours ;  an  objed:  not  dif- 
ficult to  attain,  after  the  fentiments  ezprefied  by  the 
cofirt  of  Petetiburgh  on  the  fubjeA  of  Silefia. 

The  enemies  of  Prufiia  thought  alio  to  awaken 
againft  her  die  fpirit  of  fanaticifm  and  fuperftitioni 
diofe  dangetx>us  weapons  which  render  the  people  {o 
ferocious  when  put  into  their  hands.  It  was  fuggefted 
as  master  of  imminent  danger  for  the  catholic  religion, 
that  a  large  province,  like  Silefia,  where  it  had  always 
been  predominant,  Ihould  become  fubjeft  to  a  pror 
teftant  prince,  fuch  as  the  king  of  Pruflia;  it  was  re* 
prefentcd  to  the  republic  of  Poland,  that  Ihe  was  in 
great  danger  from  fuch  a  neighbour ;  and  it  was  af- 
fcrted,  that  the  king,  who  only  thought  of  making  con- 
Iquefts,  would  foon  fall  upon  the  bilhoprics  of  Wirtz- 
bourg  and'Hildefticim.  The  king,  apprized  erf*  all 
thefc  intrigues,  ordered  his  minifter  at  Ratifbon  to  de^- 
clare  diat  it  was  very  remote  from  his  intention  to 
trouble  any  perfon  whatever  in  the  exercife  of  his 
Hcfligionj  and  that  he  would  never  fuffer  an  attack  to 
fee  made  on  the  liberty  of  any  of  the  three  forms  of 
j*oHhip  acknowledged  in  the  empire.  He  afterwaixls 
publifiied  a  Latin  memorial,  wherein  he  proved  dutt 
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there  would  be  no  danger  to  the  Catholic  i'eligibnj  or  to 
Poland,  fhould  he  unite  Silefia  to  his  other  ftates.  (34) 

The  individuals  in  England  and  Holland^  who  had 
knt  eight  millions  of  florins  to  the  Imperial  court  oti' 
the  fecurity  of  Silefia,  were  greatly  apprehenfive  of  not 
being  paid.  But  th^  king  declared  publicly  at  the 
Hague  and  in  London,  that  he  would  difcharge  thofe 
debts  in  proportion  as  he  fliould  get  poffcffion  of  Si* 
Jefia,  and  this  proitiife  was  fulfilled  by  the  9th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Breflaw. 

Attempts  were  likewifc  made  to  interrupt  the  good 
underflanding  that  reigntd  between  Saxony  and  Pruf- 
fia.  A  publication  appeared  in  which  motives  were 
fought  to  ground  prctenfions  on  the  part  of  Pruffia  to 
fome  portion  of  Lufatia.  (35)  The  king,  who  had  not 
participated  in  it,  had  it  fupprefled,  and  ordered  a  prOf' 
fecution  againft  tht  author,  if  foiJknd  Within  his  domi- 
nions. He  declared,  at  the  lam^  time,  by  his  envoy 
at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  that  he  had  no  more  defigns 
upon  Lufatia  than  upon  the  bilhopt-ics  of  Hildefheim 
and  Wirtzbourg,  for  which  realbn  he  had  condemned 
the  publication  In  queftion. 

He  negociated  with  the  houfes  of  Wirtemberg, 
Brunfwick,  and  S4xe  Eifenach,  for  fome  regiments. ' 
Wirtembci^  gave  him  two,  Eifenach  one,  and  Brunf- 
wick furnifhed  (bme  hundreds  of  recruits  to  complete 
the  nemregiment  of  fufileers  of  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttel.  The  princes  of  Schwartz- 
bourg  alfo  ceded  to  Pruffia  thofe  companies  of  their 
troops  which  had  till  then  remained  at  Roftitjk,  under 
the  title  of  Imperial  troops. 
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Atrcaty  was  entered  into  with  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, in  quality  of  duke  of  Holftein,  by  which  Hol- 
ftein-Gluckftadt,  or  the  royal  line  of  Holftein,  and  the 
ducal  line  of  the  fame  houie,  were  received  into  the 
number  of  rhe  ancient  princely  houfes  which  have  al- 
ternately a  vote  and  a  feat  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  and 
precedence  was  granted  to  them  over  the  principal 
lity  of  Minden. 

In  174X,  private  treaties  were  concluded  with  the 
cleftors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony  for  delivering  up  de- 
fcrters.  The  treaty  the  king  formed  with  RulEa  in 
1740,  was  of  but  little  utility,  as  we  have  feen  that 
this  power  was  dilpofed  to  fupport  the  queen  of  Hun-  ' 
gary ;  and  that  would  infallibly  have  been  the  cafe,  but 
^  the  war  with  Sweden,  which  demanded  all  her  for--* 

CCS. 

The  king  learning  alfo  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
was  attempting  to  levy  a  fum  of  1,200,000  florins  in 
Holland  for  dudes  on  the  Scheld,  protefted  againft 
this  projedt,  and  it  did  not  take  place. 

At  the  commencement  of  January,  1742,  the  king 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  prince  Auguftus- William, 
his  next  brother,  father  of  Frederick- William  11.  the 
prefent  reigning  monarch,  with  princefs  Louifa  Ame- 
lia of  Brunfwick,  and  ftiortly  after  fct  off  to  rejoin  his 
army  in  Moravia^ 
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THIRD    IPERIOD. 

f ROM   THE    PEACE  OF     BRBSLAW  TO    THE   PEACE    OP 
DRESDEN. 

1742—1745. 


ON  the  king's  return  from  Silefia,  he  formed  the 
projeft  of  going  to  take  the  waters  of  Aix-la« 
Chapelle,   and  fct  out  from  Potzdam  the  aoth  of  Au- 
goift ;    from  Aix  he  went  tO/Minden  and  Salzdahkn, 
where  he  paid  a  vifit  to  the  ducal  houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
and  returned  the  nth  of  September  to  Potzdam. 
In  this  journey  he  faw  his  regiments  in  Weftphalia. 
Some  tin^  after  he  made  a  tour  in  Silefia  with  his 
two  cldeft  brothers  and  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfr 
wick.   He  paffed  fome  days  at  Breflaw,  vifited  all  the 
fortreffes  of  Upper  Silefia,  and  returned  to  Berlin  the 
ad  of  Odober.      The  labours  and  cxpences  of  the 
^war  had  not  extinguifhed  in  him  the  tafte  for  mufic 
and  the  arts.     He  built  a  fine  opera-houfe  at  Berlin, 
and  fcnt  for  fingers  to  Italy,   and  to  Paris  for  male 
and  female  dancers ;  and  the  principal  ones  were  bet- 
iter  paid  than  his  nainifters.     The  firft  opera  was  given 
^he  ift  om)ecember,  1742 :  the  fubjeft  was  Cleopap. 
•^•a ;   the  mufic  Graun's, 

He  did  not,  however,  negledl  bufinefs  for  his  plea- 
sures j  the  conqucft  of  Silefia,  confirmed  by  the  treaty 

of 
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of  Brefiaw^  had  a  great  influence  on  fevcral  other  poli- 
tical tranfaftions.  Shortly  after^  the  king  nnade  a 
treaty  with  the  cleftcr  palatme>  relative  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  Berg  and  Juliers.  King  Frederick-Wil- 
liam had  done  every  chii^  in  his  power  to  terminate 
the  diflTerences  relative  to  this  fuccefliony  on  which  he 
had  inconteftable  claims;  but  the  elector  palatine  had 
found  means  to  obtain  the  guaranty  of  France  for 
the  pollefllon  of  Juliers  and  Berg  in  the  palatini 
houfe  of  Sultzbach,  and  the  confent  of  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  for  the  eventual  pofleflion  of  thefc  coun- 
tries in  that  houfe.  There  was  every  appearance^  that, 
after  the  death  of  the  eleflor  palatine,  Charles  Philip, 
who  was  very  old^  the  king  would  not  be  able  to  re- 
cover thefe  countries  but  by  force  of  arms ;  but  an 
opportunity  ofiered  of  coming  to  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment, which  did  not  efcapc  him.  When  the  king 
kagued  himfelf  with  France  and  the  emperor  Charles 
VII.  in  1 741,  againft  the  houfc  of  Auftria,  thefe  two 
powers  granted  him  the  pofTeflion  of  Silefia>  and  at 
the  fame  time  mediated  a  treaty  between  him  and  the 
palatine  houfe  of  Sultzbach,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
king  refigned  the  fucceflion  of  thefe  two  duchies  to  the 
male  and  female  lines  of  that  houfe. 

Saxony  was  diflfatisfied  that  peace  was  concluded 
without  her.  Frederick  fent  an  ambaflfado^  to  Dref- 
den  to  remove  the  unfavQurable  imprefll^s  of  that 
court  J  but  his  efforts  were  fruitlefs,  and  OTit  power 
foon  allied  itfclf  with  Auftria. 

The  1 8th  of  November,  1 74a,  die  king  concluded 
a  reciprocal  defcnfivc  treaty  with  fipgl^nd,  and  foon 

after 
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Aftcfwards  Ruffia  acceded  to  the  peace  of  Breflaw.  A 
report  was  circulated,  that  the  king  was  about  to  fend  an 
army  of  30,000  men  to  Cleves,  to  punifh  the  Dutch^ 
'Who  had  been  ori  the  point  offending  fuccours  to  the 
queen  of  Hungary  j  Frederick  removed  their  uneafi- 
liels  by  his  envoy  at  the  Hague;  and,  far  from  fl;rength- 
cning  that  quarter,  he  drew  from  Wefel  100  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  which  he  fent  into  Silefia, 

In  1743^  the  king  made  feveral  tours  in  his  ftate* 
and  into  Franconia.  In  March  he  went  into  Silelia  to 
view  the  new  fortifications  he  had  conftrudked.  The 
months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  were  employed  in  re- 
viewing the  troops  in  the  principal  towns  in  his  domi- 
xiions.  In  September  he  went  on  a  vifit  to  his  filter 
at  Bareith,  and  Voltaire  was  of  the  party.  At  An- 
ipach  he  found  the  count  de  Seckendorf,  the  Imperial 
general,  who  invited  him  to  fee  his  army,  encamped  ac 
eight  leagues  diftance  from  that  town.  Frederick  aq-^ 
ceptcd  the  invitation  j  the  army  filed  before  him,  and 
ihewed  him  all  the  honours  of  war. 

During  the  fame  year  he  laboured  with  ardor  to  en- 
creafe  his  military  force,  and  put  himfelf  in  a  condition 
to  retain  his  conquefts  and  defend  his  poirefTions.  He 
made  great  levies  of  recruits  in  foreign  countries,  aug- 
mented his  companies,  created  new  regiments,  repaired 
the  old  fortrcffes,  built  new  ones,  and  negledted  no- 
thing that  could  add  to  his  forces  and  his  power. 

Jit  thllkornmencement  of  1 744,  after  the  pleafures 
of  the  carnival  and  a  journey  into  Silefia,  Frederick 
went  to  the  waters  of  Pyrmont,  where  he  remained  till 
the  month  of  June.  (36)     During  his  refxdence  at 
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this  place,  the  laft  duke  of  Oft-iFriefland  died,  aiki  kft 
a  rich  and  confiderable  principality  to  the  c^dwn  of 
Pruflia. 

In  1694,  the  empcpor  Leopold  had  given  the  houfe 
of  Brandenbourg  the  reverfion  of  this  princi|)alit3r,  and 
the  rights  of  Frederick  were  inconteftable.  As  foon  a» 
he  was  apprized  of  the  death  of  the  prince,  he  detached 
4000  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Wefel  To  take  pdTeffion 
bf  Oft-Friefland-  No  difficulty  was  met  withj  the 
king's  commiffaries  received  homage  in  his  name^  aiKi 
hiade  new  arrangements  in  the  province.  The  ftotei 
were  affembled,  their  ancient  grievances  redi^fied^  tirt 
country  was  exempted  from  enliftments  and  MlHti^ 
Quarters  for  the  annual  fum  of  40,000  crownsj  14 
pieces  of  cannon  were  reftored  to  the  towii  of  EiFndeiH 
which  the  prince's  troops  had  taken  from  it  on  difieitnt 
occafions^  and  the  inhabitants  were  aiTured  that  thdt 
cannon  fliould  never  more  be  turned  againft  them» 

The  ftates-gencral,  who  had  pecuniary  demands 
upon  the  prince  and  ftates,  had,  for  above  an  hundred 
years,  kept  garrifons  at  Emden  and  Leeix>rtj  the 
king  promifed  payment,  and  direfted  the  HoU^tnders 
to  withdraw.  They  did  not  want  much  entreaty^  aiid 
Frederick  put  garrifons  into  the  chief  places  of  lh4 
principality. 

After  he  had  thus  taken  pofleflion,  the  kii^  de^ 
manded  inveftiture  by  the  emperor,  and  prefented  him* 
felf  to  the  diet  to  enjoy  the  voice  of  the  prinA  of  Oft- 
Friefland*  But  the  king  of  England  and  the  count 
of  Wied  and  Runkel  delivered  memorials  to  the  diet 
againft  his  pretcnfions.  The  former,  in  quality  of  elec- 
tor 
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tdf  of  Sfuhf^^iek  atid  Ltinenberg,  fbtind^d  hlmlcif  bn  a 
ptid:  of  fuccefidh  executed  in  169!  tfrith  the  prltiies 
uf  Qft-F^rifefland,  but  agaiftft  ^;i7hiGh  1^ruffiahadf)WtdI- 
cd,  4S  eritefed  i/itcf  Without  the  confent  of  the  empefoi-, 
and  as  contf  afy  to  the  iaWs  of  the  ettlpife.  The  count 
of  Wied  demanded  this  fucceffiOn  Ih  fight  of  his  wife, 
"jii^Ceriding  that  it  Was  a  rtlixed  fief,  which  fefflales 
itiight  inherit.  This  difpute  eofitihUed  till  the  fOlloW- 
■itig  yeir,  and  W4s  never  terrtiih^ted;  but  thtf  kifig  te^ 
mstined  in  potfefllon  of  thd  principdlity. 

The  article  6f  the  tl-tfaty  of  fir ettaw,  wliich  ifioft  l^ii- 
libly  aflib&ed  the  toemie^  of  the  houffe  of  Auftrla,  was 
that  by  which  the  king  Wididrew  ffOfti  thfeif  alliahCtf. 
'Whth  cardinal  l^leury  anAouhced  thi^  nfeWs  to  Louii 
XV.  that  pflnde  ekclaiimed,  th^My  kmyin  Bohmla  is 
l6ji!  This  appl-ehehllon  was  well  founded.  From  that 
IttOfnCfit,  the  tfortibihed  army  of  Fraftcre  and  BaVafia 
Vras  the  viftirW  6f  a  toneatenation  of  difaftefs,  of  which 
there  are  feW  ttimples.  ToWds  thi  end  of  1 742,  thfe 
30,606  iften  wWchr^rtlainedofthat  ittttfy  and  the  two 
marih^s  of  Fratioe,  Belleifle  and  Broglio,  were  Ihut  up 
in  the  foftrefs  of  f*fiague,  arid  befieg^d,  or  rather  ftatrv- 
cd,  by  the  Auftrian  army.  (37)  The  French  marlhals, 
who  fuffered  lefs  from  famine  thah  the  Oommon  meh, 
bluftied  at  being  obliged  to  furWhdef ,  tod  facriflced 
to  a  vain  point  of  hotlOUr  the  life  of  the  citizen  and 
the  folder. 

In  the  month  of  December  the  gaffifoh  Was  reduced 
to  14,000  men.  Iri  the  middle  Of  this  month  BellciflA 
rcfolved  to  withdraw  from  Prague  arid  out  of  BoheiSiia. 
After  riirie  days  ffial^oh,  he  arrived  at  Egtt  with  Soda 
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q{  his  remaining  troops.  Six  thoufand  had  been  dcr 
ftroyed  by  the  cold^  by  famine,  and  the  Croats.  And 
France  has  no  Xenophon  to  immortalize  this  retreat! 
There  was  no  longer  in  Bohemia  any  enemy  of  Auflria. 
Maria-Therefa  was  crowned  at  Prague  in  April,  1743. 
Hec  troops  made  the  conqueft  of  fiavaria,  and  fontied 
a  jun6tion  with  the  En^ifh  army.  The  French  were 
beat  the  26th  of  July  near  Dettingen,  and  forced  to  re« 
pafs  the  Rhine.  Charles  VIL  had  loft  his  eledorate, 
and  his  feeblenefs  alone  induced  t(ie  enemy  to  leave  him 
a  retreat  in  the  middle  of  his  empire.  Lord  Stair, 
the  Englifh  general,  out  of  relpeft  to  his  dignity,  and 
itill  more  from  compaffion  for  his  misfortunes,  fecured 
him  a  quiet  retirement  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main. 
The  fate  of  this  prince  was  in  fa£t  deplorable,  and  he 
faw  himfelf  too  fevcrely  punifhed  foj  having  ferved  as 
an  inftrument  in  the  defigns  of  France. .  In  the  cnd> 
his  feeble  troops  declared  themfelves  neuter,  and  the 
ele&or  of  Cologne,  his  own  brother,  received  a  fub- 
fidy  from  England,  and  efpoufed  the  Auftrian  party. 
Charles,  finding  himfelf  abandoned,  wifiied  to  make  a 
treaty  with  England,and  demanded  only  1 00,00b  crowns 
for  his  neceflaryc;xpencesj  but  the  parliament  replied, 
that  it  was  impolitic. to  relieve  France  from  the  bur- 
then of  fuch  an  ally.  Such  was  the  fuccefs  of  the 
prqjefts  of  France; ,  and  BeUeifle  had  boafted  that  he 
was  going  to  diftate  the  law  to  Maria-Therela  on  the 
xamparts  of  Vienna,     r  '^.. 

;  .This  princefs  was  elated  by  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms, 
and  animated  by  the  idea  of  the  oppreflion  with  which 
fhe  had  been  mcAaccd.  The  treaty  of  Worms  had  pro- 
'  cured 
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cured  her  a  new  ally  in  the  perlbn  of  the  king  of  Sardi- 
nia; Holland  and  England  were  marching  numerous 
armies  for  her  defence ;  the  emperor  was  no  longer 
regarded  but  as  an  objeft  of  pity ;  the  greateft  part  of 
the  eleftors  and  princes  of  the  empire  inclined  towards 
her;  and  (he  had  formed  an  alliance  with  the  eleftor  of 
Saxony,  to  fecure  him  in  her  intereft.  Thus  did  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  war  fall  on  France  and  Spain, 
The  latter  had  not  attacked  but  on  the  fide  of  Italy. 
France,  who  had  hitherto  appeared  only  as  the  ally 
of  the  emperor,  declared  war  againft  the  queen  of 
Hungary  and  the  kingof  Englapd  in  the  beginning  of 
1744,  The  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  acceded  to  the 
alliance  of  France  and  Spain,  and  Europe  feemed 
menaced  with  a  long  war, 

France  attacked  the  king  of  England  in  quality  of 
eleftor  of  Hanover,  and  threatened  his  German  pof- 
feflions.  This  prince  inftantly  demanded  of  the  king 
of  Pruflia  the  auxiliary  aid  of  10,000  men,  agreeable 
to  the  treaty  of  Weft-Munfter.  Frederick  anfwered, 
that  as  France  complained  of  having  received  offence, 
and  confidered  the  king  of  England  as  the  aggreflbr, 
he  muft  examine  the  arguments  of  both  parties,  before 
he  determined  on  giving  his  afliftance. 

It  was  natural  to  regard  the  advantageous  fituation 
of  Maria-Therefa  as  a  confequence  of  the  preponde- 
rance of  Pruflia,  and  of  the  peace  (he  had  concluded 
^with  Frederick,  This  prince  felt  all  his  influence, 
and  could  not  reflfl:  the  defire  of  rendering  himfelf 
the  arbiter  of  all  thefe  powers,  and  of  procuring  by 
his  fuccour  advantageous  conditions  for  the  weakeft. 

F  3  The 
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The  fjth  of  May,  1744*  bccoptra^bad  an  ailiwicc  at 
Frankfort  on  the  Main  with  Charles  VII.  France, 
the  Palatinate,  and  Hcfk,  againft  the  hoxift  of  Auftria* 
(38)  Tbeobjeft,  as  was  faid,  was  to  fupport  the  Gcr-- 
manic  conftitution,  to  reftore  peace  to  Germany,  and 
maintain  the  Imperial  dignity.  In  confcquencc,  it  was 
agreed  to  try  every  poQible  method  of  mildnefs  and  me* 
diation  to  engage  the  court  of  Vienna  to  acknowledge 
the  emperor,  to  reftore  his  eleftorate  and  hereditary 
pofleflions,  and  to  deliver  to  him  the  archives  of  the 
empire,  \yhich  were  at  Vienna,  It  was  prc^fed, 
likcwife,  jto  eftabjift  a  general  truce  in  Germany,  in 
order  that  aU  the  ftate3  might  endeavour  to  termi» 
pate,  by  eqwitabje  means,  the  differences  ftiU  fyb-^ 
fitting  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  fucceffion  of  the  bpi^ 
of  Auftria. 

As  it  was  fqrefeen  that  the  court  of  Vienna  woukj 
pot  accede  to  (h?  above  propofitioxi^f  thefe  pacific  me- 
diations were  only  adopted  as  a  pretext  for  taking  an 
intereft  in  the  war*  and,  in  faft,  tbePruffian  ambaflkdor 
at  Vienna,  feeing  that  all  thefe  reprefentations  were  of 
ho  cffed,  left  that  city  the  9th  of  Auguft,  declaring, 
ibat  if  was  mth  regret  the  king  bis  majier  found  him- 
Jelf  cbmfelled  to  proceed  to  extremities  with  the  court 
of  Vienna^  and  to  /end  /uccpurs  to  tbe  emferoVf  The 
ipth,  a  writing  (39)  was  communicated  to  all.the  for 
reign  minifterp  at  Berlin,  fetting  forth  thq  motives 
which  induced  the  king  tp  aifift  the  emperor,  and 
which  was  concluded  wjdi  thefe  words :  Tb^  king  de- 
mands nothing  for  bimfelfi  be  has  only  taken  uf  arms  to 
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rt^n  to^  the  empire  of  Germany  her  liberty^  t$  the  em- 
perer  his  dignity^  and  repofe  to  Europe. 

The  court  of  Vienna  publiihed  a  fccret  article, 
which  fhe  allcdged  to  be  a  part  of  the  treaty  of  Frank- 
fon.  It  imported  that  the  king  of  Pruflia^was  to  af- 
fift  the  emperor  to  conquer  Bohemia,  for  which  fer-  ^ 

vice  he  was  to  keep  and  incorporate  with  Silefia  the 
(lip  of  that  kingdom  fituated  between  the  Elbe  aini 
Silefia,  from  Koenigfgratz  to  the  frontiers  of  Saxony^ 

The  king  pyblicly  denied  the  esiftence  of  this  fccrel 
article,  and  declared  it  to  be  a  fi£tion.  (40) 

The  king  had  quitted  Potzdam  the  15th  of  Ai^it, 
with  his  two  brothers,  the  hereditary  prince  and  prince  ■ 
Henry,  and  followed  bis  arniy,  which  marched  in  three 
columns.  The  firft,  led  by  the  king  himielf,  pafled 
through  Saxony,  and  encamped  the  25th  at  Peterf- 
walde,  in  Qohemia ;  the  fecond,  commanded  by  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Deflau,  traverfed  Lufatia,  pifled  by 
Zittau  and  Crottau,  in  Bohemia,  and  encamped  on  the 
31ft  at  Brandeis.  General  Schwerin  cdhdufted  the 
third,  which  at  (irit  took  poll  in  the  circle  of  Kcenigf- 
gratz.  Thefc  three  columns  formed  a  jun£tion  the 
i).th  of  September,  in  order  to  lay  fiege  to  Prague, 

To  reduce  this  town  it  was  neceflary  to  wait  for  the 
heavy  artillery,  which  a  ftrong  efcort  commanded 
by  major-general  de  Bonin  was  tranfporting  by  the 
Elbe.  The  Auftrians  had  choaked  up  the  courfe  of 
this  river  by  finking  boats  laden  with  ftones,  and  pla- 
ced a  garrifon  in  the  cattle  of  Tefchen,  fituated  on  the 
Elbe,  and  which  commands  all  the  adjacent  country. 
Colonel  de  Kahlbutz  took  this  cattle^   making  the 
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garrifon  ptifoncrs;  and  the  cannon  could  then  be  ad- 
vanced without  any  obftacle  as  far  as  Leutmeritz  on  the 
Elbe,  whence  it  was  conveyed  by  land  to  Prague.  The 
city  was  bombarded,  and  furrendered.  The  garrifon, 
confiding  of  20,000  newly  enlifted  foldiers,  were  made 
prifoners. 

When  the  Pruffian  army  entered  Bohemia,  Auftria 
had  not  forces  to  refill  it.  Count  Bathiani,  who  com-r 
manded  in  Bavaria,  was  ordered,  after  leaving  a  fufH- 
cicnt  garrifon  in  that  country,  to  fly  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  troops  to  the  relief  of  Prague;  but,  in  fpite 
of  all  his  diligence,  he  could  only  reach  the  circle  of 
I  Raconitz,  which  he  entered  when  the  PrulSans  were 
already  at  the  gates  of  Prague.  This  general,  who  had 
only  20,000  men,  could  not  venture  to  rifk  a  battle. 
He  pufhed  forward  general  Feftetitz  with  a  powerful 
advanced  guard,  and,  during  the  fiege  of  Prague,  for- 
tified himfelf  at  Iditz,  behind  Beraun.  He  formed  his 
advanced  poft  at  the  laft  place,  giving  it  a  ftrong 
garrifon.  The  5th  of  September,  the  king  detached 
count  Haacke,  with  five  battalions  and  fix  hundred 
huffars,  to  take  this  town,  which  was  fix  leagues  from 
Prague.  The  operation  began  the  6th.  The  enemy 
.  proved  ftronger  than  had  been  imagined.  Feftetitz  re- 
turned to  the  afliftance  of  the  befieged,  and  Haacke^ 
being  wounded,  retreated  in  a  fquare,  which  pro- 
cured him  commendations  and  rewards  from  the 
king.  The  PruflTian  infantry  were  fo  firm,  that  the  re-? 
peated  attacks  of  general  Luchefe,  who  commanded 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  could  never  break  them. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  Pruffian  troops  into  Prague, 

the 
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the  king  made  the  inhabitants  take  an  oath  of  fidelity' 
to  the  cnnperor,  and  left  in  it  a  Pruffian  garrifon.  As 
the  winter  was  approaching,  he  wifhed  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  little  time  the  feafon  ftill  left  him.  The  heavy 
baggage  of  the  army  was  conveyed  to  Prague,  that 
he  might  have  lefs  impediment  in  his  march.  He  fent 
forward,  at  the  fame  time,  lieutenant-general  de  Naf- 
fau,  with  lo  battalions  and  30  fqua^ons,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  coUefting  maga2ines  of  provifions  and  forage 
for  his  army,  which  was  to  follow,  and  of  taking  Tabor, 
Budweis,  and  Frauenberg,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
The  general  acquitted  himfelf  of  all  thefe  commiflions 
with  as  much  fuccefs  as  alacrity.  Tabor  furrendcrcd 
the  23d  of  September,  Budweis  the  30th,  and  Frauen- 
berg fhortly  afterwards. 

The  19th  of  September,  the  king  left  Prague,  and 
repaired  by  Tabor  and  Bechin  to  Tein,  where  he  ar- 
rived the  3d  of  October.   Naflau  had  formed  his  prin* 
cipal  magazine  at  Tabor,  which  was  very  commodious 
[    for  the  march  of  the  king's  army.     Prince  Charles  of 
[     Lorraine,  however,  now  arrived  with  the  main  army 
r     from  the  Rhine,    after  having  purfued  the  French 
t     even  into  Alface.    It  was  compofed  of  90,000  men, 

[including  24,000  Saxons  who  had  joined  him.      He 
formed  a  jundion  likewife  with  Bathiani,  which  the 
f    king  wit  unable  to  prevent,  and  took  fuch  advanta« 
geous  pofitions,  and  performed  fuch  fkilful  marches, 
•     as  always  to  avoid  a  decifive  action,  and  he  continu- 
ally drove  the  Pruffian  troops  from  one  poft  to  another. 
This  junftion  took  place  the  ift  of  Oftober.     The 
c}e&or  of  SaxQpy,  by  declaring  himfelf  againft  the  king 
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of  Pruflia,  had  reinforcod  the  army  of  his  cntmies^  and 
prevented  that  of  the  PrufTians  which  ws^s  in  Bohemia 
from  receiving  provifions  by  the  Elbe. 

The  3d,  the  king  paiTed  the  Mulda  and  encarpped 
in  the  environs  of  Wodnian^  where  he  caufed  general 
de  NafTau  to  approach  him.  Prince  Charles  made  Ibme 
movements  which  fccmed  to  have  a  tendency  to  cut  off 
^  communication  between  the  king  and  Prague^  from 
whence  he  drew  his  provifions ;  which  obliged  him  to 
retreat.  The  prince's  light  troops^  which  were  greatly 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  king,  were  conftantly  employed 
in  intercepting  the  fupplies  of  the  Pruflians,  and  ge- 
neral Janus  had  a  fmart  (kirmifh  with  theip  near  MiihU 
liaufen,  in  which  they  did  not  gain  the  advantage* 
The  8th,  the  king,  feeing  that  the  enemy  was  fo  ^d^ 
vantageoufly  encamped  that  it  was  imppQible  to  at- 
tack him  with  any  prqfpeft  of  fuccefs,  repaiTed  the 
Mulda  near  Tein.  General  Nadafti  alfo  paffes  that 
river,  takes  poft  beyond  Tein,  and  blocks  up  Tabor, 
where  prince  Henry,  the  king's  brother,  lay  fick, 
and  where  was  a  great  magazine,  with  all  the  baggage. 
Colonel  Kalnein,  who  commanded  the  fortrefs,  refufcd 
to  furrender,  and  repulfed  feveral  aflaults;  the  befieg- 
crs  retired,  and  general  de  Naffau,  whom  the  king  had 
fent  with  8  battalions  and  35  fquadrons  tp  rs^fe  the 
fiege,  found  no  enemy  on  his  arrival.  In  tii||k»  retreat 
from  Tein  to  T^bor,  the  king  had  formed  his  rear* 
guard  of  the  grenadier  battalions  of  Saint  Surin  and 
Geift,  fupported  by  the  huflar  regiments  of  Zieten  and 
Ruefch.  The  9th,  general  Nadafti  atucked  the  polls 
of  Tein,  but  the  grenadiers  and  huffars  made  fo  vigor 
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rows  a  reliftancc,  that  the  march  continued  to  the  king^f 
army  without  lofing  a  fingle  article  of  baggage. 

The  king  pafle4  Bechin  and  Tabor  to  reach  Kono* 
pifcht,  and,  on  the  i8th  of  Oftober,  encamped  near 
that  place.  Prince  Charles  croffed  the  Mulda  the  1 5th 
to  follow  him,  and  encamped  near  Chlumetz.  Thif 
pofition  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  Prufliaa 
garrifons  of  Tabor,  Budweis,  and  Frauenberg,  and 
the  king's  army  i  and  the  auxiliary  Saxon  corps,  which 
had  paffed  the  Mulda  the  2ifl:  of  Oftober  near  Wo* 
worn,  joined  the  Auftrian  army  the  next  day  near 
Wofeczan.  A  detachment  of  Auftrian  grenadiers  and 
light  troops  froip  Moravia  attempted,  under  the  con-^ 
dudj;  pf  Cobncl  Franquini,  to  take  by  ftratagem  a 
Prufli^n  magazine  at  P^dubitz,  in  the  rear  of  the  ar* 
my;  but  thqgarrifon  defended  it  fo  well  that  the  afSuU 
^t3  were  repulled  with  conQderable  lofs*  This  wa9 
on  the  19th  of  Oftober.  Some  Auftrian  grenadiers, 
difguifed  as  peafants,  advanced  towards  the  place 
!  with  wagons  loaded  with  forage,  and  were  fecredy 
followed  by  a  confidcrable  troop,  who  were  to  enter 
;  the  fortrefs  with  them.  But  the  ftratagem  was  dif- 
-  covered,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to  retire  after  fetting 
d   fire  to  the  magazine. 

1  The  number  of  Auftrian  light  troops  which  fcoured 
J  the  country  on  every  fide,  prevented  the  Pruflian  gar- 
£.  rifons  from  receiving  the  king's  orders,  who  wiihe^ 
g  them  to  withdraw.  Major-general  Creutzer,  who  com^ 
^  manded  at  Budweis,  maintained  a  fiege  of  eleven 
t  days,  and  killed  10  officers  and  200  foldiers  of  the  be« 
p  fiegers*  At  length,  being  deftitutc  of  powder,  he  was 
ns  obliged 
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obliged  to  furrendcr  with  his  garrifon.  Colonel  Kal- 
nein  defended  himfelf  till  the  23d  of  Oftobcr,  in  the 
fbrtrefs  of  Tabor,  againft  the  efforts  of  general  Ghila- 
i>i,  but,  having  no  hopes  of  fuccour,  was  likewifc  com- 
pelled to  furrender;  as  well  as  majorConradi,who  com- 
manded at  Frauenberg ;  and  both  of  them  with  their 
garrifons  were  made  prifoners  the  fame  day. 

The  king  was  unable  to  oppofe  thefe  conquefts. 
Prince  Charles  having  taken  a  very  advantageous 
pofKion  at  three  leagues  diftance  from  him.  He  re- 
Iblved  to  attack  him  notwithftanding,  and,  the  24th  of 
Oftober,  advanced  near  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  in  great  meafure  compofed  of  the  Saxon  aux- 
iliaries. Between  him  and  the  army  of  the  cnenly 
was  a  marfhy  rivulet,  which  ftopped  him  in  his  march, 
and  prevented  the  attack.  The  next  day,  the  king 
made  a  frefh  attempt  to  take  the  prince's  army  in 
flank,  but  the  Pruflians  found,  on  their  arrival  in  the 
environs  of  Neweklow,  fuch  a  number  of  ponds  and 
morafles,  that  the  cavalry  could  not  approach  the  enc* 
my.  The  king  withdrew  his  army  into  the  camp  0^ 
Konopifcht,  and  general  de  Naflau  led  the  rear-guard. 
Soon  afterwards,the  king  formed  the  projeft  of  returning 
by  Zaffawa,  and  fent  Naflau  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the 
paflagcs  of  Commerbourg  and  Zafiawa,  which  were 
favourable  to  this  rout,  but  in  the  enemy's  pofTeflion. 
The  prince  diflodged  general  Ghilani,  who  occupied 
thefe  pofts,  and  purfued  his  march  to  Colin,  where  he 
eftablifhed  himfelf  in  the  beft  mariner  he  could.The  26th 
of  Oftober,  the  king  pafled  likewife  by  Zaflawa,  and 
polled  himfdf  near  Pifehdi.     He  wifhed  to  take  the 
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pcft  of  Kuttenberg,  but  prince  Charles  had  placed 
a  garrifon  there  before  his  arrival,  and  the  Pruffiaa^ 
army,  which  was  advancing  to  Colin  by  Zafmuck 
and  Cofteletz,  found  mount  St  John,  in  front  of  Kutten- 
berg, already  guarded  by  a  detachment  of  the  enemy 
of  8000  men,  and  the  whole  Auftrian  army  fo  cj|- 
camped  as  to  render  it  impoffible  to  approach.  The 
king  encamped  near  Colin  the  4th  of  November,  but 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon  and  the  want  of  forage  made 
him  take  the  refolution  of  putting  his  troops  into  win- 
ter quarters  behind  the  Elbe.  He  paffed  that  river  the 
8th)  and  took  fuch  a  pofition  on  the  right  bank  as  to  be 
ready  to  cover  his  pofts  of  Colin  and  Pardubitz.  He 
formed  alfo,  from  league  to  league,  ftations  of  grena- 
diers and  huflars  to  obferve  the  enemy,  and  apprize 
him  in  time,  fhould  he  attempt  to  crofs  the  Elbe. 
Naflau  remained  at  Colin  with  13  battalions  and  10 
fquadrons,  to  defend  thefe  pofts,  and  he  three  times  re* 
pulfed  the  enemy,  who  tried  to  get  poffeflion  of  them,^ 
The  1 5th  of  November,  the  army  of  the  enemy,  hav- 
ing in  vain  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  Elbe  near  Pardu- 
bitz and  Przelautfch,  again  attempted  it  in  another 
place.  As  the  river  is  fordable  in  feveral  parts  be* 
twccn  Colin  and  Pardubitz,  it  was  eafy  for  the  Auf- 
irians  to  difpatch  huffars  to  the  other  fide,  who  pofted 
thcmfelves  in  ambufcade  in  a  large  wood,  and  at  the 
moment  of  the  paflage  drove  off  the  Pruflian  officers 
and  huffars  placed  there  on  the  look  out.  The  i^tb, 
jtt  the  morning,  a  corps  of  Hungarian  and  Saxon  gre- 
fiadiers,  commanded  by  the  generals  de  Schulenbourg 
lad  Haxthaufcn,  paffed  the  river  in  two  places  near 
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Tcinitz.  The  battalion  of  grehadicrs  of  Wedel,  (up* 
ported  by  that  of  Buddcnbrok,  defended  themfehcs 
CQurageoufly  for  fbme  time,  but  at  length  wei^  obliged 
to  yield  to  numbers :  the  whole  Aullrian  army  pafled, 
and  the  communication  was  cut  off  with  Colin.  This 
forced  the  king  to  think  of  metos  td  facilitate  tht 
jun&ion  of  general  Naflau,  who  was  at  that  place. 
In  conlcquence,  immediately  after  the  paflage;  he  took 
poft  near  Wifcheniowitz,  and  the  enetny  haViiig  ad- 
vanced towards  Chlumetz,  he  encamped  fo  near  thcil* 
army  as  xm  prevent  them  from  arty  longer  oppofittg  die 
retreat  of  Naflau>  who  pafftd  by  Neu-feyc^ow  and 
KechanitiJ,  and  joined  the  main  army  of  thfe  PruflHans 
the  24th  of  November.  This  retreat  palled  for  a 
chef  d'ceuvrc* 

The  king  now  thought  of  retiring  from  l^bhcimia 
into  Silefia.  He  paffed  by  Koenigfgratz,  Jarottilts,  ai^ 
Trautenau.  The  27  th  of  November,  an  a6Hon  hap- 
pened near  Jaromirs.  The  enemy  attacked  the  rcar-^ 
guard  of  the  Pruffians,  but  were  repulfcd  aftei*  a  firing 
of  four  hours,  with  equal  lofs  on  both  fides.  The  hea- 
vy artillery  and  baggage  were  attacked  between  Lie- 1 
bau  and  Trautenau.     Major-general  de  BofllS  iwu  f 


cfcorting  them  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  tfpdil 
coming  to  blows,  the  Pruffians  defended  themfelVesfo 
bravely,  that  not  a  fingle  waggon  was  loft*  In  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  all  the  Pruffian  troops  had  quit* 
ted  Bohemia,  except  the  garrifon  of  Prague. 

When  the  Auftrians  had  pafled  the  Elbe,  the  gairi- 
fon  of  Prague,  commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Ein* 
fidel,  found  thcmfclvcs  cut  off  from  the  tftaift  body  of 

the 


fe 


r    RE   ft    B   »    i    C    K      II,  7<) 

the  arfny.  Thty  received  drdtrs,  therefore,  td  iban- 
ckW  the  place,  and  retire  into  Silefia.  This  retreat, 
If  hich  was  not  unlike  a  ftight,  could  not  be  made  with- 
out eoiifidcrable  lofs.  The  foldiers  had  ordets  to  leap 
tnrer  the  fortifications.  To  effeft  this  ^thout  danger, 
it  \vas  neccffary  early  to  abandon  the  i)ofts,  which  gavfe 
the  inhabitants  time  to  get  pofleilion  of  the  gates  and 
tamparts.  The  enemy,  who  were  ih  the  neighbour* 
hood  with  50b  meti,  ent^ed  the  town,  and  dccUpied 
the  parages,  before  the  van-guard  of  the  Prufiians  had 
tntitely  evacuated  it,  ahd  were  enabled  to  attack  their 
irear.  The  PruSiahs  Were  obliged  to  Ifeave  at  Pi-agUe 
ibme  thoufands  of  fick  foldiers,  and  the  greateft  part  c^f 
their  baggage  and  cannon.  The  arrny  was  fetteating 
by  Belwain,  Leutmeritz,  Leipa,  and  Gabel.  But 
when  the  cot-ps  commanded  by  Einfidel  had  reached 
keichenberg,  he  miftbok  his  way,  took  the  left  inftead 
of  the  right,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  Saxons  commanded 
by  geheral  Amim,  and  Was  coiDpellcd  to  encamp  heat 
ttohwalde.  The  enemy  was  greatly  fuperior,  and  th6 
tituation  of  Einfidel  extremely  difagreeable.  But  the 
king  fefat  general  de  Naffau  with  12,000  men  to  difen* 
gage  him.  The  Saxons  then  fbating  to  find  themfelves 
t>etween  two  fires,  retreated  towards  Reichenberg,  and 
Irft  the  paflages  open.  The  16th  of  December,  thii 
tinfortunate  garrifon  arrived^  overcome  with  fatigue,  in 
Silefia,  where  they  went  into  winter  cjuarters.  (41) 

When  the  king  entered  Bohemia  in  1744,  he  had 
left  in  Upper  Silefia,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Marwitz,  a  cfarps  of  between  15  and  ii,ooo  men, 
who  were  tncampcd  near  Neuftadt,  in  the  principality 
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of  Oppeln.  This  corps  was  deftined  not  only  to  makf 
inroads  into  Moravia,  and  lay  that  province  under 
contribution,  but  to  defend  Silefia  againft  the  incur* 
fions  of  the  Hungarians.  For  count  Palfy^  palatine 
of  Hungary,  had  written  a  circular  letter  in  the  name 
of  the  queen  to  all  the  Hungarian  nobility^  to  invite 
them  to  take  up  arms.  The  Hungarians  aflembled 
in'  December,  17  44*  and  marched  againft  Silefia,  as 
foon  as  the  Pruflian  troops  quitted  Bohemia. 

The  king  thought  to  ftop  them  by  arguments  j  and 
general  Marwitz,  by  his  orders,  IfTued  a  publication, 
wherein  they  were  affured  that  peace  was  the  only 
objed  in  view,  and  that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft 
intention  of  molefting  them.  (42)  The  Hungarians 
were  deaf  to  this  reafoning,  and  the  general  was 
neither  able  to  eftablifh  himfelf  in  Moravia,  nor  exa^ 
contributions  beyond  the  frontiers.  In  September,  he 
placed  garrifons  in  all  the  Auftrian  part  of  Upper  Si- 
lefia, formed  a  fortified  camp  near  Troppau,  and  with 
a  detachment  commanded  by  colonels  Calfou  and 
Malachoufki  diflodged  the  huflars  and  provincial  re- 
giments which  were  near  Fulneck  and  Wagftadt,  and 
drove  them  into  the  heart  of  Moravia.  In  Odtobcr, 
he  prepared,  by  the  aid  of  the  Silefian  peafants,  to  re- 
move the  abattis  which  blocked  up  the  paflages  of 
Moravia;  but  the  infurgents  on  the  one  hand>  and 
detachments  of  the  Auftrian  army  q(i  the  other, 
obliged  him,  in  the  month  of  December,  to  abandon 
Troppau  and  Jasgerndorf,  and  retire  to  Oppeln. 

The  king,  who  returned  to  Berlin  the  13th  of  De- 
cember from  Schweidnitz^  left  the  command  of  the 
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Mrhole  army  in  Silefia  to  prince  Leopold  of  DeiTa/O^ 
This  veteran  hero  preferved  the  pofts  of  the  frontiers 
of  Bohemia  deftined  to  cover  Lower  Silefia  j  rein- 
forced the  body  of  troops  near  Frankenftein  under 
general  Leuwald  5  and  collefted  a^  battalions  and  90 
•fquadrons  in  the  environs  of  Otmachaii  and  Neifle, 
with  the  defign  of  repelling  the  enemy  who  had  cn^ 
tercd  Lower  Silefia  j  in  which  he  fucceeded,  as  we 
ihall  fhortly  fee. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Auftrian  arms  infpircd  the  queen 
of  Hungary  with  hopes  of  re-conquering  Silefia,  She 
fignified  -this  intention,  and  ftrove  to  gain  the  afiec* 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  by  a  manifefto(43)  and  by 
kindnefs.  By  the  former,  flie  declared  to  the  Sile- 
fians>  that  the  king  of  Pruflla  had  broken  the  treaty 
of  Breflaw,  by.  which  fhc  had  ceded  to  him  Silefia, 
and  that,  in  confequence,  they  were  to  confider  her 
as  their  lawful  fovereign.  The  king  replied  by  a  pub- 
lication of  the  fame  nature,  (44)  inviting  the  Silefians 
to  remain  faithful  to  him>  and  prohibiting  them 
from  favouring,  in  any  way  whatever,  the  cnterprizes 
of  the  enemy.  He  claimed,  by  letters  of  recal,  all 
his  fubjefts  of  that  country  in  the  fervicc  of  the  queen, 
who,  on  her  fide,  forbade  the  inhabitants  of  Silefia 
and  Glatx  to  obey  this  order,  fincc  the  peace  of 
Breflaw  allowed  them  to  ferve  which ;  of  the  two 
powers  they  thought  proper;  and  the  province  of 
Silefia  belonged  to  her,  after  the  rupture  of  the  treaty. 
All  thefe  publications  availed  nothing  without  arms. 
Prince  Charles  came  into  Silefia  on  the  i8th  of  De- 
cember ^th  the  main  Auftriatj  army ;  but  his  pof- 
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fcffion  of  it  was  of  fhort  duration,  for  the  prince  of 
DefTau  expelled  him  the  following  month. 

The  Auftrian  army  now  quitted  Upper  Sileiia  with 
the  utmoft  diligence,  and  retired  into  the  mountains 
on  the  frontiers  of  Moravia,  breaking  down,  in  their 
march,  all  the  bridges  in  their  paffage.  The  prince 
alfo  drove  the  enemy  from  the  environs  of  Patfchkaw, 
Weidenaw,  and  Johannifberg.  Lieutenant-general 
Leuwald  was  entrufted  with  and  executed  this  com- 
miffion,  whilfl  count  Podewils  expelled  them  from 
the  vicinity  of  Oppeln.  Major-general  Kalibw  and 
colonel  Schwerin  marched  againft  gener^  Caroli,  who 
had  invaded  the  territories  of  Rofenberg,  Bernftadt, 
and  Oels,  and  forced  him  to  abandon  that  country ; 
the  fortrefs  of  Cofcl,  which  had  been  invefted,  was  re- 
lieved; and  lieutenant-general  de  Naflau,  fent  to 
Ratibor  with  a  body  of  troops,  had  diftinguilhed  him- 
felf  in  thofe  countries,  and  placed  garrifons  in  Ra- 
tibor, Huetfchin,  Oderberg,  and  Benefchaw. 

Leuwald  had  orders  to  drive  the  enemy  from  thft 
county  of  Glatz*  The  4th  of  February  there  was  a 
pretty  fmart  adlion  near  Habelfwerth.  Leuwald  re- 
mained mailer  of  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  enemy 
•evacuated  the  county.  The  troops  withdrew  into 
ifvinter  quarters,  but  did  not  long  enjoy  repofe  j  for, 
in  the  month  of  March,  the  infurgents  again  appeared 
in  crowds  in  the  principalities  of  Oppeln  and  Raribor. 

In  April,  the  combined  troops  of  Auftria  and  Sax- 
ony, which  had  wintered  on  the  frontiers  of  Moravia 
and  Bohemia,  got  into  motion,  and  advanced  towards 
tCoenigfgratz.    Their  light  troops,  commanded  by 
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general  Nadafti,  entered  the  territory  of  Lower  Si- 
Icfia,  and  the  infurgents  again  began  to  fpread  them* 
lelves  over  Upper  Silefia.  The  8th  of  April,  they  at- 
tacked Rofenberg>  and  took  major  de  Schafstedt, 
the  commandant,  prifoner,  as  well  as  lieutenant-co*. 
•  lonel  Da  vied,  who  had  marched  to  his  aflTiftancfc 
From  this  period  there  were  almoft  daily  ikirmifhct. 
Major-general  Hautcharmoi  and  colonel  Winterfeldt 
made  fomc  hundreds  of  the  infurgents  prifoners  near 
Grosftrelitz  and  Wirbitz  -,  and  the  king,  who  had  jjo 
doubt  of  the  intention  of  the  combined  army  to  make 
an  irruption  into  Lower  Silefia,  made  every  prepft» 
ration  to  receive  them.  He  withdrew  his  troops  from 
Upper  Silefia,  and  aflembled  all  his  forces  in  the 
principality  of  Schweidnitz, 

The  2  2d  of  April,  count  Dohna  retreated  from 
Troppau  and  its  environs.  The  enemy's  huffars  at- 
tempted to  purfue  him,  but  lieutenant-colonel  Dewitz 
repulfed  them,  and  the  march  was  fuccefsfliK  The 
magazine  of  Jaegemdorf  was  transferred  to  Neuftadtj 
but  the  enemy  attacked  the  convoy  of  general  de 
Rochow,  and  took  fome  waggons* 

The  2id  of  May,  the  margrave  Charles  quitted 
Jaegerndorf  and  retired  to  Neuftadt,  In  his  march  be 
was  attacked  by  a  confidereWc  body  of  the  enemy's 
troops,  with  whom  he  had  a  very  iharp^  aAion,  in 
which  the  Auftrians  loft  many  men.  Two  days  after- 
wards, Neuftadt  was  attacked,  but  without  fuccei&y 
thou^  the  garrilbn  was  feeble. 

In  April,  all  the  Pruflians  being  withdrawn  from 
die  mountains  towards  Schweidnitz,  the  light  iroops 
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of  the  Auftrian  van  occupied,  the  towns  of  Hirfchbcrg, 
Landlhout,  and  Schmiedeberg,  and  every  where  le- 
vied heavy  contributions.      The  king  fent  colonel 
Winterfeldt,  fupported  by  the  generals  du  Moulin 
and  Stille,  into  the  country  of  Landfhout ;   and,  the 
I  ft  of  May,  Winterfeldt  attacked  fome  hundreds  of 
the  enemy,  and  took  up  his  quarters  the  20th  near 
Landftiout.     There  he  was  attacked,  on  the  2  2d,  by 
the  Auftrian  advanced  guard,    and   furrounded  on 
every  fide.     After  a  battle  of  five  hours,  Moellen- 
dorf's  regiment  of  dragoons  came  to  his  afliftancc, 
under  the  conduit  of  general  de  Stille ;   the  enemy 
was  driven  from  the  heights,  and  purfued  as  far  as  , 
the  plain  of  Griflau.  (45) 

When  the  Pruflian  troops  withdrew  from  Upper  ^ 
Silefia,  the  enemy  took  advantage  of  their  abfence, 
and,  on  the  27  th  of  M^y,  the  Auftrians  took  by  af- 
fault  the  little  fortrefs  of  Cofel,  on  the  Ocler.  It  was 
guarded  by  a  battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Saldemj 
major-general  de  Saldern,  the  commandant,  died  a 
few  days  before,  and  colonel  de  Foris  conrunandcd 
in  his  place.  An  enfign,  who  had  deferted,  difcovertd 
to  the  enemy  the  moft  advantageous  method  of  con- 
dufting  the  attack.  Colonel  Buccow profited  byhis 
advice  5  the;  place  was  taken,  and  the  garrifon  made 
prifoners. 

The  13th  of  March,  the  king  had  fet  out  to  join 
his  army  in  Silefia,  and  flopped  at  Neifie.  As  the 
march  of  the  combined  army  was  no  longer  doubtfiil, 
he  colledted  all  his  forces,  and  advanced  towards  the 
tnemy.      Prince  Charles  was  very  advantageoyfly 
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poftcd ;  the  objeft  was  to  draw  him  into  the  plain, 
and  the  king  fucceeded  by  a  ftratagenn.  He  made 
feigned  difpofitions  as  if  he  intended  to  retreat  towards 
Breflaw ;  he  ordered  the  roads  to  be  repaired,  and  an 
Italian  fettled  at  Schweidnitz,  who  fcrved  as  a  Ipy  to 
the  Auftrians,  was  obliged  to  advife  prince  Charles 
that  the  Pruflians  were  on  the  point  of  retreating  that 
way.  On  this  intelligence,  die  prince  loft  no  time  in 
defcending  from  the  mountains. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  the  two  armies  were  in  fight  of 
each  other.  The  left  wing  of  the  Pruffians  was  fup- 
ported  by  Schweidnitz,  and  the  right  by  the  village 
of  Jauemick.  The  Auftrian  right  wing  was  near 
Frideberg,  and  the  Saxons>  who  formed  the  left, 
were  poftcd  towards  Ronftock.  The  fpot  feemed  cal- 
culated for  a  batde.  But  as  loon  as  it  became  dark 
the  king  marched  his  army  towards  Strigau,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  night  lined  the  heights  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  that  town  with  grenadiers  and  cannon.  The 
enemy,  deceived  by  the  camp  fires  which  had  been 
left  burning,  had  no  fufpicion  of  this  march.  But, 
at  the  break  of  day,  the  artillery  thundered  from  the 
top  of  thefe  eminences  on  the  Saxon  cavalry  which 
were  oppofite.  In  a  fhort  time  they  were  thrown  inta 
difordcr,  and  gave  way;  as.didtheinfanttjv,  andfoon 
afterwards  the' whole  left  wing.  The  attaciTwas  not  lefif 
fuccefsfiil  on  the  Auftrian  wing,  which  was  prevented 
by  a  morafs  from  fupporting  the  Saxons.  Aftei*  fomc 
refiftance,  itgaveway  totheimpetuofitybf  the  Pruf- 
ftan  dragoons,  and  2500  men  and  67  ftsAdards  wer^ 
taken.     Prince  Mcnry,  the  kin|;'s  brother,  then  a 
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youth  i)f  eighteen  years  of  age,  performed,  in  this 
adion,  the  duty  of  aide-de-camp  general. 

Four  thoufand  Auftrians  and  Saxons  lay  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle.  Nine  thoufand  were  made  prifo- 
licrs,  among  whom  were  reckoned  four  generals  and 
two  hundred  officers.  The  Pruffians,  who  loft  about 
aooo  men,  took  76  pair  of  colours,  8  ftandards,  6  pair 
of  kettle  drums,  and  63  pieces  of  cannon,  (46) 

-Nothing  is  more  aftonifhing  than  the  unfortunate 
fccility  with  which,  in  our  days,  fuch  loffes  are  repi^ir- 
ed.  Prince  Charles  retired  into  Bohemia  with  the  rcn 
mains  of  his  army,  and,  on  die  120th  of  June,  was  en- 
camped near  Koenigfgratz,  and  in  fuch  a  condititon  aa 
to  hope  to  <XHiHnand  refpcd  from  the  viftor  who  pur* 
fued  him. 

After  the  ba^e  of  Frideberg,  the  king  m^'chedjimdo 
Bohemia,  and  approached  the  banks  of  the  Mecaw  a 
but  prince:  Charks  was  very  advantageoufly  enea^n^ped 
behind  Koenigfgratz  on  the  bank  of  the  Adkr,  ib  a$ 
to  have  that  town  in  front,  and  his  flanks  and  rearde* 
fended  by  moraflfes^  woods,  and  mountains-.  The  king 
encamped  near  Cralowelhota,  The  26th  of  June,,  he 
thence  difpatched  lieutenant-general  de-N^ju,  wandb 
t  corps  of  8  battdions  and  15  Iquadron^,  intO' Upper 
Silefia,  to  i^  thaf  coimiry  from  the  continual'  ihctff- 
$ons  of  the^uftrian  light  troops;  and,  if  polBbie,  ttt 
ijetakeCofi^/ 

.  Thifr  fble  general^,  dire^ed  his  march>  DMrards! 
Iteichenf^W  1/  wJ^ich-.m^de -  the  enemy,  who-  were'  i» 
Jyowet  Silefife,  apprehejiQve;  that^heir  communicaibooa 
W0VI4  b^fiqt.^,.  wtiuereupoij  thejr  all  redreated  tor 

Ncu. 


F    R    E    p    E    R    I    C    K      It.  87 

Neuftadt.  But  as  iioon  as  Nailau  had  coUededallthe 
reinforcements  defigned  for  him,  he  advanced  againft 
Nevftadt,  briildy  attadced  the  enemy,  took  upwards 
of  200  huiTar  borfes,  and  forced  them  to  abandon  the 
town  and  retire  to  Jsegerndorf.  Naffau  next  took 
poft  near  Neuftadt,  and  prepared  to  retake  Cofel.  The 
enemy,  who  had  aflembled  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  in  this  country, 'made  fevcral  efforts  againft  the 
Pruflian  pofts  of  Ziegenhaltz  and  Falkenberg,  but 
were  repulfed  by  lieutenant-colonel  Kalkreuth  and 
major  Queis.  They  made  feveral  attempts  likewife, 
but  with  no  better  fuccefs,  on  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruf- 
lians.  Every  where  they  were  repulfed  with  bfs.  But 
Naffau,  far  from  paying  attention  to  thefe  Ikirmiflies, 
made  fome  movements  towards  Freudenthal,  Wur-? 
benthal,  and  Engelfberg,  to  induce  the  enemy  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  thoughts  of  attempting  to  enter  Mor 
ravia  on  that  fide,  and  to  divert  their  attention  from  his 
defign  of  befieging  Cofel.  When  every  thing  was  ready 
for  the  fiege,  he  began  his  march,  advancing  ftraight 
towards  Leobfchiitz;  but,  on  a  fudden,  turned  to  the 
right,  and  appeared  before  Cofel  the  a6th  of  Auguft, 
at  the  moment  that  major-general  Hautcharmoi 
ihcwed  himfclf  on  the  other  fide  with  a  body  of  troops 
and  boats  laden  with  provifions.  He  ^ncamped  ad- 
vantageoufly^  and  fortified  himfelf  in  f^pi  »  manner 
that  all  accefs  to  the  fortrefs  was  cut  off,  and  an  army 
of  20,000  men  could  not  rifle  an  attempt  to  raife  the 
fiege,  without  expofing  itielf  to  evident  danger.  In 
the  night  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  thcJfbrtrefs  was  taken^ 
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and  Baron  de  Flandrini,  who  connmandcd,  made  pri- 
ibner  with  his  garrifon. 

After  the  capture  of  Cofel,  general  Naflau  took 
poft  between  Jaegerndorf  and  Neuftadt,  in  the  en- 
virons of  Hohenplocz  and  Rofwalde ;  and  fo  fortified 
hinnfelf  as  at  once  to  cover  Lower  Silefia,  and  be  able 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  In  Oftober,  the 
king  fent  him  a  reinforcement  commanded  by  major- 
general  Winterfeldt,  which  enabled  him  to  move  for- 
ward, to  expel  the  enemy  from  all  Silefia.  He  placed 
garrifons  in  Jsegerndorf  and  Troppau,  as  well  as  in  the 
fortreft  of  Grsctz.  The  20th  of  Oftober,  he  attacked 
a  body  of  the  enemy  near  Hultfchin,  killed  100 -men, 
and  obliged  them  to  retire  towards  Tefchen  and  Mo- 
ravia. He  next  levied  contributions  and  provifions 
in  Moravia,  and  advanced  into  that  province  as  far  as 
Borowa.  But  the  enemy  received  confiderable  rein- 
forcements from  their  main  army,  and,  in  the  middk 
of  November,  their  lighttroops  appeared  in  great  num-' 
bers  in  the  environs  of  Sehweidnltz,  and  the  inhabit- 
ed parts  of  the  mountains  of  Silefia,  exafting  every 
where  large  contributions.  Thefe  circumftances  ob- 
liged general  Naflau  to  retire  from  Troppau  towards 
Lower  Silefia,  which  he  did  the  19th  of  November, 
abaadoning^the  proje6t  of  advancing  further  into 
Moravia,  ^fter  a  few  flcirmiflies,  which  ended  in 
favour  of  the  Pruflians,  he  fucceeded  in  driving  frbm 
Lower  Silefia  all  the  enemies  parties  he  found  there. 
In  the  middle  of  December,  the  king  ordered  him 
to  return  to  Upper  Silefia^,  to  get  firm  footing  there, 

and 
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and  to  expel  the  enemy,  who  was  making  frefli  in^ 
roads  fince  his  departure.  He  proceeded  as  far  as 
Neifle,  again  put  garrifons  into  Oppeln  and  Patfchaw, 
and,  the  26th  of  December,  was  preparing  to  attadc 
the  enemy,  when  he  heard  of  the  truce  which  termi- 
nated in  peace.  He  received  orders  to  fufpend  hoffi^ 
lities  againft  the  Auftrian  troops  and  countries.  The 
only  check  the  Prufliaris  had  met  with  in  this  enter- 
prize,  was  in  a  detachment  commanded  by  colond 
Krumenau  and  major  Hirich,  which,  in  levying  con- 
tributions in  Moravia,  for  want  of  proper  precautions, 
was  attacked  the  7th  of  November  near  Bentich^  and 
beaten  by  a  more  numerous  body  of  the  enemy. 

During  the  fummer,  the  two  grand  armies  remained 
pretty  near  each  other  in  Bohemia ;  but  there  were 
only  a  few  fkirmiihes  between  detached  parties ;  and 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  ftcps  which  the  king  of 
England  was  then  taking  to  efFeftuate  a  peace  between 
the  belligerent  powers,  were  in  fome  meafiire  the  caufc 
that  prevented  any  decifivc  action.  The  i  ^di  cfJvSff 
die  king  paffed  the  Elbe  near  Lochanitz^  and  cncunp^ 
ed  near  Chlom,  about  two  leagues  from  die  enemy's 
main  army.  But  there  was  no  battle.  The  leaders 
of  their  army,  who  had  a  prodigious  number  of  lig^ 
troops,  employed  themfelves  wholly  in  kuo'cepting 
the  king's  forage  and  provifions,  in  order  to  compel 
him  to  quit  Bohemia  without  coming  to  an  engage- 
ment. When  prince  Charles  received  his  reinforce- 
ments, he  pafled  the  Adler,  and  encamped  near  Au- 
jeft  in  a  very  advantageous  pofition;  for  his  left 
wing  was  fupported  by  the  Elbe;     The  king  placed 
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hi5>  not  lets  advantageoufly,  near  Jaromirs.  Both  the 
annies  had  fent  bodies  of  troops  into  Saxony.  The 
greateft  parr  of  the  Saxon  auxiliaries  were  returned 
home>  and  the  king  had  fent  two  detachments  into  the 
duchy  of  Magdebourg>  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the 
prince  of  Anhalt  in  that  province.  General  Naflku 
had  marched  alio  into  Silelia  mth  a  confiderabk 
corps ;  fo  that  the  king's  army  was  much  weakerthan 
that  of  the  enemy.  Add  to  this^  the  continual  detach- 
ments  he  was  obliged  to  make  to  the  rear  of  his  army^ 
to  facilitate  the  convoys  of  provifions^  which  could 
only  be  conducted  by  the  point  of  the  fword.  There 
were  feveral  (kirmiihes  of  no  moment  during  the  fum* 
tntr,  which  I  ihall  pafs  over^  to  give  a  defcription  ci 
the  battle  of  Soon 

The  king  was  deftitute  of  provifions ;  every  bundle 
of  ftraw  was  to  be  fought  for;  the  autumn,  which  was 
api»t>aching,  began  to  deftroy  the  roads,  and  Frede- 
rick had  not  one  tenable  place  in  all  Bohemia.  All 
thefe  confiderations  induced  him,  on  the  i8th  of  Sep- 
tember»  to  break  up  his  camp  at  Jaromirs,  and  take 
poft  near  Staudentz.  Prince  Charles  followed  him, 
and  in  order  to  conceal  his  motions  from  the  Pruflians, 
and  get  information  of  theirs^  he  furrounded  the  king's 
army  with  his  light  troops.  He  refolved  to  attack  the 
king,  and  force  him  to  a  battle,  perfuaded  that  a  vic- 
tory would  procure  him  great  advantages,  and  a  defeat' 
be  attended  with  no  fatal  confequence,  as  the  king 
-would  at  all  events  be  compelled  to  abandon  Bohemia. 
He  thought,  that,  to  obtain  a  viftofy,  it  was  only  ne- 
ceffary  to  fall  unexpeftedly  on  the  Pruflians.  He  took 
all  his  meafures  with  judgment,  made  a  forced  naarch 

to 
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to  attack  the  king  in  his  camp  of  Staudentz  on  the  fide 
of  Praumitz,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  Sep* 
tember,  appeared  at  half  a  league's  diftance  from  the 
Pruffian  camp.     The  attack  was  brifk  and  precipitaficu 
The  Prufiians,  furprized,  greatly  inferior  in  numbers,, 
and  pofted  amidft  eminences  interfered  by  hoUow 
ways,  fmall  morafles,  and  thiAets,  never  loft  courage, 
and  the  enemy  was  beaten- 
Military  corihoiiBeurs  admire  the  plan  of  the  Au(fai» 
an$  for  this  battle.     General  Nadafti,  who  had  taken 
a  circuit  round  the  Pruflian  camp,  was  to  fall  upoa 
fe     the  rear,  whilft  the  main  attack  fhouH  be  made  ia 
fc-   front.  -  The  paflagck  to  Silefia  were  Kned  with  Hun* 
[     g^rian  troops,  and  the  Pruffians  enclofed  on  all  fides* 
r     Prince  Charles  had  taken  poffeffion  of  fome  advanta* 
f     geous  eminences  oppofite  the  Pruffian  camp^  whence 
i     the  troops  there  pofted  fell  with  fuch  impetuofity  on 
I    their  left  wing,  as  to  prevent  the  cavalry  from  quitting 
:    the  camp  at  the  moment  of  the  general  attack.The  king 
had  charged  an  officer  to  cover  the  camp  and  baggagCi 
This  he  neglefted,and  when  reproached  with  it^replicd, 
fTbo  can  think  of  baggage ^when  a  battle  and  honour  art  m 
queftion  ?   Nadafti,  intent  on  plunder,  gave  the  Pruf- 
iians  time  to  form  m  order  of  battk.     This  impru^ 
idence  coft  the  Auftrians  the  vidtory.    The  Pruflians, 
in  their  turn,  made  briik  attacks,  &rced  the  enemy  to 
abandon  their  advantageous  pofts  on  the  hills,  and  re* 
mained  mafters  of  the  field  ofbatde.    The  Auftrians 
bad  6000  men  Gain  or  made  priibners,  loft  21  pieces 
of  cannon  and  12  pair  of  colours,  and  were  compelled 
to  retreat  to  Jaromirs,  (47) 

Not. 
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Notwithftanding  this  advantage,  Frederick  did  not 
think  proper  to  remain  longer  in  Bohemia,  a  country 
which  armies  had  been  ruining  for  feveral  years  paft. 
He  condufted  his  troops  into  Silefia  by  the  hollow 
roads  of  Schazlar.  The  feafon  did  not  allow  of  any 
cnterprize  on  one  fide  or  the  other.  The  mountains 
were  already  covered  withfnow,  and  the  roads  fo  bad 
that  feveral  baggage  waggons  were  loft.  The  enemy 
likewife  made  an  attack  on  the  rear-guard^  killed  40 
Pruffians,  and  wounded  250.  At  length,  on  the  i6th 
ofOftober,  the  Pruffian  army 'encamped  between 
liebau  and  Schazlar.  The  king,  in  cantoning  his 
troops,  ftationed  the  cavalry  in  the  plain  of  Schweid- 
nitz  and  Strigau,  and  the  infantry  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  of  Silefia.  He  then  left  the  command  of 
the  army  with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Deflau,  and  (d 
out  for  Berlin,  where  he  arrived  the  ift  of  November. 

The  cantonments  of  the  Pruffians  were  fo  difpofed, 
that  the  trd&ps  might  all  be  aflembled  in  a  (hort  time. 
The  king,  who  was  well  informed  of  the  projefts  of  his 
enemies,  employed  himfelf  in  preparations  to  fruftratc 
them, 

•  Maria-Therefa  had  not  relinquijfhed  the  projeft  of 
re-conquering  Silefia.  This  was  her  motive  for  de- 
clining the  propofitions  of  peace  made  this  year,  as  wc 
fliall  fbon  fee.'  She  flattered  herfelf  that  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia  and  the  republic  of  Poland  would  enter  into 
the  alliance  of  Warfaw; 

All  Europe  had  admired  the  courage  with  which 
ftis .  princefs,  five  years  before,  rcfolvcd  to  defend 
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her  ftatcs  againft  France,  Pruflla,  Bavaria,  and  other 
powers,  though  (he  had  neither  troops,  money,  nor  al- 
lies. The  world  was  not  lefs  aftonilhed  at  the  hardi- 
nefs  of  the  plan  fhe  now  undertook  to  execute. 

Maria-Therefa  intended  to  attack  the  king  of Pruf. 
fia  in  his  own  ftatcs.  The  prince  of  Lorraine  was  tp 
enter  the  marche  of  Brandenbourg  by  Lufatia,  whilft 
another  army  (hould  invade  Silefia,  and  10,000  men 
commanded  by  general  Griin,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
Saxons,  fhould  take  Magdebourg  and  advance  to 
Berlin, 

The  fuccours  the  queen  looked  for  from  the  Dutch 
'gave  great  weight  to  her  expeftations.  Her  ov/n  army 
amounted  to  200,000  men,  that  of  her  allies  was  not 
lefs  confiderable  j  and  the  oppofite  party  was  fupported 
^by^40o,ooo  French,  Pruffian,  Bavarian,  Spanifli,  Nea- 
poKtan,  and  other  troops.  Here  then  were  800,000 
men  ready  to  maffacre  and  exterminate  each  other,  in 
the  midft  of  what  is  called  the  poliftied  part  of  the 
globe,  and  in  an  age  on  which  we  do  not  blufli  to  be- 
ftow  the  epithet  of  philofophic. 

This  fpeftacle  prefented  by  the  chriftians,  touched 
the  turk  Mahomet  V.  (48)  He  attempted  to  reftore 
peace  amongft  them.  He  made  reprefentations  to 
the  relpedive  courts,  and  offered  his  mediation.  Thefe 
extraordinary  meafures  furprized  Europe  without  pro- 
ducing any  efFeft,  and  war  continued  to  rage  even 
amidft  the  feverities  of  winter. 

Frederick  foon  perceived  the;  means  of  diflipating 
the  projecb  of  his  enemies.  He  advanced  towards 
the  Auftrians,  who  had  entered  Lufatia  the  20th  of 

No- 
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November  under  the  command  of  prince  Chaiidi 
and  were  cantoned  over  a  vaft  extent  <^  country^  wait- 
ing only  for  the  corps  under  general  Griin  to  commence 
their  enterprizes. 

The  z^d  of  November  he  paflcd  the  river  Qucis, 
which  feparates  Silefia  from  Lufatia^  near  Lauban. 
The  enemy  was  made  to  believe  that  the  Pnifliaiis 
would  retire  into  Silefia,  to  cover  Moravia.  The 
king's  unexpeded  movement  was  executed  {o  ilid- 
den]y>  that  the  combined  army  had  not  time  to  pre- 
pare for  a  defence^  Three  regiments  of  Saxon  nii- 
rafllers,  and  a  regiment  q£  Saxe-Gotha  infantry,  com- 
manded by  general  Buchaer,  were  attacked  and  de- 
feated nearHenneridorf  by  the  king's  van-guard,which 
took  looo  prifbners.  The  king,  who  foUowed  with 
the  msun  body  of  the  army,  advanced  dircdtly  to  Ac 
Aultrians,  who  retreated  behind  Neifie,  abandoned 
GoerUtz  and  its  magazines  to  the  defence  of  a  feeUe 
garrifon,  and  took  the  rout  of  Bohemia  by  Zittau, 
but  not  without  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  of  their 
baggage. 

The  king  feized  upon  the  magazines  at  Goerlitz, 
and  made  the  garrifon  prifoners.  He  took  al&  die 
magazines  of  Guben,  and,  after  thefe  expeditions, 
repofed  his  army,  which  was  greatly  fatigued,  ef- 
tablifhing  his  head-quarters  at  Goerlitz.  His  army 
was  cantoned  towards  Lauban,  Goerlitz,  Zittau,  and 
Bautzen.  There  he  waited  for  news  from  that  in 
Saxony,  under  the  prince  of  Deflau.  He  aUb  fent 
Winterfeldt  again  into  Silefia  with  a  reinforcement, 
to  repel  more  effedlually  the  inroads  of  the  enemy's 

light 
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tight  troops.  But  when  the  grand  Aufhian  army  re^- 
turned  from  Bohemia  into  Saxony  by  the  circle  rf' 
Leutmcritz,  it  became  neceffary  to  reinforce  the 
iu-my  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt.  Lieutenant-general 
Leuwald  was  accordingly  diipatched  to  his  fupport 
with  10  battalions  and  3ofquadronss  and  the  king 
himfelf  entered  Saxony  with  his  army  by  Kcenigf- 
bruck  and  Mcifkn. 

During  the  years  1743  and  1744,  li|^  king  of  Po* 
land,  in  quality  of  eledtor  of  Saxoi(y>*tiad  been  in 
flxid  alliance  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  fent 
her  an  army  of  24,000  auxiliary  troops  into  Bc^iemia^ 
There  were  appearances  alfo,  at  the  diet  df  Grodno^ 
of  an  attempt  to  engage  the  Polifh  nation  to  cbH 
forth  the  PoJfoUte  or  arriere-boHy  and  to  take  part  ia 
the  troubles  which  fubfifted  amongft  their  neighbours. 
Prince  Lubomirlki  ftated  the  propoG^ion.  Wal- 
lenrodt,  the  Pruflian  minifter  at  the  diet,  made  counter 
rcprefentations,  and  diverted  the  republic  from  inter- 
fering in  this  war.  At  length  the  breaking  up  of  the 
affembly  finally  deftroyed  the  hopes  of  fome  df  riie 
grandees,  who  were  ready  t6  fupport  the  Auftrian  party. 
Saxony  united  herfelf  ftill  mwe  clofely  with  the  queen 
of  Hungary  by  the  quadruple  alliance  concluded  at 
Warlaw,  where  Great  Britain  and  the  ftates-general 
promiied  fubfidies  to  levy  and  maintain  30,000  men. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  diis  union,  that  the  Saxon 
auxiliaries  formed  a  junftion  with  the  Hungarian  army 
which  entered  Silefia.  The  death  of  the  emperor 
Charles  VII.  which  happened  the  20th  of  Jalkiary, 

having 


94  L     I     F     £         O     F 

November  under  the  command  of  prince  Charld, 
and  were  cantoned  over  a  vaft  extent  <^country>  wait- 
ing only  for  the  corps  under  general  Griin  to  commeiKe 
their  enterprizes. 

The  23d  of  November  he  paflcd  the  river  Queis^ 
which  feparates  Silefia  from  Lufatia^  near  Ladban. 
The  enemy  was  made  to  believe  that  the  Pniflitw 
would  retire  into  Sikfia^  to  cover  Moravia.  The 
king's  unexpe£ted  movement  was  executed  fi>  jud- 
den]y>  that  the  combined  army  had  not  time  to  pre- 
pare for  a  defence^  Three  regiments  of  Saxon  cui- 
rafliers^  and  a  regiment  of  Saxe-Gotha  mfantry,  com- 
manded by  general  Buchner^  were  attacked  and  de- 
feated nearHenneridorf  by  the  king's  van-guard^which 
took  1000  prifoners.  The  king>  who  foUowcd  with 
the  msun  body  of  the  army^  advanced  dire&ly  to  the 
Aultriansj  who  retreated  behind  Neifie^  abandoned 
GoerUtz  and  its  magazines  to  the  defence  of  a  feeUe 
garrifon^  and  took  the  rout  of  Bohemia  by  Zittau, 
but  not  without  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  of  tbdr 
baggage. 

The  king  feized  upon  the  magazines  at  GoerlitZ) 
and  made  the  g^urifon  prifoners.  He  took  al&  tk 
magazines  of  Guben,  and>  after  thefe  expedidoos, 
repofed  his  army,  which  was  greatly  fatigued,  rf- 
tablifhing  his  head-quarters  at  Goerlitz.  His  armjf 
was  cantoned  towards  Lauban,  Goerlitz,  Zittau,  and 
Bautzen.  There  he  waited  for  news  from  that  in 
Saxony,  under  the  prince  of  Deflau.  He  alfo  fent 
Winterfeldt  again  into  Silefia  with  a  reinforccmajt, 
to  repel  more  effedlually  the  inroads  of  the  enemy's 

light 


F    R    £    D    E    R    I    C    K      !!•  9| 

fight  troops.  But  when  the  grand  Auftrian  army  re- 
turned from  Bohemia  into  Saxony  by  the  circle  rf 
Leutmcritz,  it  became  neceffary  to  reinforce  the 
^u-my  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt.  Lieutenant-generat 
Leuwald  was  accordingly  difpatched  to  his  fupport 
ivith  lo  battalions  and  30  fquadrons^  and  the  king 
himfelf  entered  Saxony  with  his  army  by  Kcenigf- 
bruck  and  Meiflen. 

During  the  years  1743  and  1744,  tkit  king  of  Po* 
land,  in  quality  of  eleftor  of  Saxoity^^had  been  in 
ftri6t  alliance  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  lent 
her  an  army  of  24,cx)o  auxiliary  troops  into  Bohemia* 
There  were  appearances  alio,  at  the  diet  df  Grodno^ 
of  an  attempt  to  engage  the  Polilh  nation  to  cbH 
forth  the  Po/folite  or  arriire-ian,  and  to  take  part  ia 
the  troubles  which  fublilled  amongft  their  neighbours. 
Prince  Lubomirlki  Hated  the  propolkion.  Wal- 
lenrodt,  the  Pruflian  minifter  at  the  diet,  made  counter 
reprefentations,  and  diverted  the  republic  from  inter- 
fering in  this  war.  At  length  the  breaking  up  of  the 
aflembly  finally  dellroyed  the  hopes  of  Ibme  of  the 
grandees,  who  were  ready  to  lupport  the  Auftrian  party. 
Sax<my  united  herlelf  Hill  more  clolely  with  the  queen 
of  Hui^ary  by  the  quadruple  alliance  concluded  ^ 
Wariawy  where  Great  Britain  and  the  Hates-general 
promiied  fubfidies  to  levy  and  maintain  30,000  mau 
It  was  in  conlecpiCQce  of  tiiis  union,  that  the  Saxon 
auxiliaries  formed  a  junAion  with  the  Hungarian  army 
which  entered  Sikfia.  The  death  of  ti\t  emperor 
Charles  VII.  which  happened  the  20th  cf  JaAuary, 
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having  put  an  end  to  the  union  at  Frankfort,  the  king 
of  Pruffia  declared  to  the  court  of  Drefden,  that,  if 
the  Saxon  troops  entered  Silefia,  he  ftiould  confider 
that  meafiire  as  a  real  attack,  and  think  himfelf  called 
upon  to  make  reprifals^  This  declaration  not  having 
Hopped  the  march  of  the  Saxons^  the  king,  in  Auguft, 
1745,  iffued  a  mamfcftojr  wherein  he  publifhed  his 
reafons  for  treating  Saxony  as  an  enertiy.  (49)  Attht 
fame  time  the  prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau  received  orders 
to  afTemble  the  regiments  which  were  in  the  province, 
and  a  reinforcement  being  fent  him  from  Sileda,  he 
formed  an  encampment  near  Dieflcau,  on  the  Saxon 
frontiers.  The  court  of  Saxony  firft  colle6ted  her 
troops  near  Merfebourg ;  then,  after  recalling  her 
auxiliary  troops  from  the  Auftrian  forces  in  Bohemiai 
encamped  her  whole  army  near  Leipfic.  The  king 
of  England,  however,  was  ftill  labouring  to  reftort 
peace ;  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  expedted  to  de- 
dare  herfelf  agreeable  to  the  promife  fhe  had  given 
of  fuccours,  in  cafe  the  king  of  PrufTia  Ihould  attack 
Saxony.  Thefe  two  circumftances  retarded  hoftiliiies. 
In  Oftober,  both  armies  feparated.  But  this  apparent 
repofe  was  interrupted  in  November,  by  the  entrance 
of  the  Auftrian  army  into  Lufatia,  to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  that  province.  The  objeft  of  the  enemy 
was  to  prevent  the  king  from  completing  his  arm/ 
during  the  winter,  as  he  had  done  in  1 744,  and  to 
attack  him  in  his  hereditary  ftates.  The  king,  aware 
of  their  intentions,  quickly  collefted  his  troops  dil- 
per  fed  in  Silefia  and  the  duchy  of  Magdebourg,  ad- 
vanced 


F    R    E    D    E    R    1    C   K      lii  ,  $7 

Vanced  into  Lufatia  againft  the  Auftrians,  arid  ordered 
the  prince  of  Anhalt  to  enter  the  territories  of  the 
felcftorate  of  Saxony. 

This  prince  entered  Saxbnythe  29th  of  Novembeh 
The  Saxon  regiments,  intrenched  in  their  camp  of 
LcipfiCj  under  the  orders  of  count  Renardj  did  not 
venture  to  defend  themfejves ;  Leipfic  was  taken. 
Th6  prince,  nextj  without  any  oppofition,  took  Tor- 
gaui  and  the  poft  of  Meiflcn,  which  Was  of  great 
importande  on  account  of  the  Elbe.  After  this^  he 
fadilitated  the  junftion  with  general  Leuwaldj  whom 
the  king  had  lent  to  him  with  a  reinforcement,  and 
at  the  fame  time  ported  hinifelf  advantageoufly  near 
Newftadt.  The  Saxon  army,  reinforced  by  the  corps 
under  Griin,  was  ftrongly  encamped  near  Keffeldorf, 
knd  waiting  for  the  enemy  in  tliat  pofition,  which  co- 
vered the  city  of  Drefden. 

Frederick,  however,  had  often  defired  peace*  When 
Ivc  read  the  letters  he  wrote  on  the  fubjedti  even  fo 
late  as  the  nth  of  December^  to  Mr!  VillierSj  the 
Englilh  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Saxony,  we  can- 
hot  but  be  enchanted  with  his  condudt ,  it  is  impof- 
fible  not  to  wi(h  him  the  viftory,  and  to  fee  his  ene- 
mies fortiewhat  humbled.  In'  the  end,  Auguilus 
liftened  to  his  propofitions  ;  bur,  unfortunately,  two 
days  too  late  to  prevent  the  carnage  which. took  place 
on  the  15th  of  that  month-  From  the  ift  of  De- 
cember Auguftus  had  been  at  Prague*  The  letter 
by  which  Mn  Villiers  advifes  the  king  of  the  difpo- 
(itions  of  Auguftus,  is  of  the  13th;  the  king  re- 
ceived it  on  the  15th,  the  very  day  of  the  battle  of 

Vol.  i.  H  Kef- 
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Keflfeldoff :  one  night  fooner;  and  this  letter  would 
have  faved  10,000  men !  (50) 

The  prince  of  Anhalt,  then,  attacked  the  Saxons 
the  1 5th  of  December,  and,  after  a  bloody  battle^ 
gained  a  complete  vidory.  The  enemy,  who  had  the 
advantage  of  pofition,  twice  repuMed  the  afTailants^ 
who  endeavoured  to  get  pofleffion  of  the  vi^age  of 
Keflcldorf.  Bm,  amidfl  the  cries  of  viftory,  the 
Auftrian  and  Saxon  grenadiers  abandoned  the  pofts 
of  Keflcldorf,  with  which  they  were  cntrufted,  and 
purfued  the  Pruflians.  The  prince  immediately  dif- 
patched  the  dragoons  of  Bonin  and  the  cuirafliers  of 
Stille  to  fall  upon  them,  who  totally  overthrew  and 
entered  pell-mell  with  them  into  the  village.  This 
advantage  decided  the  day. 

The  vidlory  was  complete  for  the  PrQlTians.  The 
Auftrians,  who  could  have  no  (hare  in  the  engage- 
ment, on  account  of  an  intervening  morafs,  followed 
the  fhattcred  remains  of  tlie  army.  The  king  had 
4000  men  killed  and  wounded :  3000  Saxons  lay  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  as  many  were  wounded,  and 
5000  made  prifon€r$,  amongft  which  1^  were  foiff 
generals.  (51) 

It  was  remarked  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  jwincc 
Charles  were  fimple  fpedtators  of  this  conflict,  at  the 
head  of  thqir  refpeftive  armies.  The  latter,  wha 
fomc  time  before  had  come  from  Bohemia  into  Sax^ 
ony,  was,  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  before  the  gifcs 
of  Drefden,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  Saxon  army' 
The  king  had  advanced  to  Mifnia  to  meet  him j  isd 
they  were  both  waiting  the  ilTue  of  the  contelb. 

The 
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The  next  day  the  remains  of  the  vanquifhedurmy 
rejoined  the  Auftrians  near  Drefden.  Frederick  united 
his  with  the  conquerors^  and  marched  towards  that 
city.  Prince  Charles  had  now  no  other  meafure  to 
take  but  to  rifk  a  battle^  to  throw  himfelf  into  Drefden, 
pr  to  ^andon  Saxony,  He  preferred  the  laft ;  and, 
on  die  17th  of  December,  he  returned  by  Pima  into 
Bpheqfiia  with  his  own  army  and  that  of  th^  Saxons. 

The  ganiibn  and  inhabitants  of  Drefden  avoided  a 
fi^;e  by  voluntarily  opening  their  gates,  and  ofiering 
a  film  of  money  to  the  viftor.  Frederick  went  to  the 
palacej,  to  fee  the  children  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
whom  he  tenderly  embraced;  he  prohibited  every 
^cies  c^diforder;  and  the  fame  day  offered  peace 
to  Auguftus  from  the  centre  of  his  capital.  (52)  The 
city  fcarcely  perceived  that  it  had  changed  mailers. 
The  Saxons,  accuftomed  to  pleafure,  partook  of  the 
feftivals  on  occafion  of  the  viftory.  They  were  feen 
to  aflift  at  TV  Deum^  at  balls,  and  the  opera,  as  if 
dftlightH  with  the  event.  The  ^pearances  of  peace 
juftified  diis  conduct.  Had  not  fortune  declared  for 
Frederick,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  thac  the  war 
would  have  been  of  much  longer  duration. 

The  king's  moderation  amidft  the  moil  brilliant 
^cefles,  left  Ajuguftus  and  Maria-Therefa  no  plau  • 
fiUe  pretext  for  refufing  the  proffered  peace.  A  few 
days  afterwards  it  took  place  by  the  interpofition  of 
the  king  of  England:  Frederick  figned  it  at  Dref« 
den  the  25th  of  December.  He  was  fatisfied  with 
a  million  of  crowns  and  a  freih  ceflion  of  Silefia;  on 
ius  part,  he  acknowledged  for  emperor  Fraacis-Ste* 

H  a  jhen. 
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phcn,  the  queen's  hufband.  To  give  a  juft  idea  of  the 
negociations  for  this  peace,  it  is  neceflary  to  recur  to 
the  convention  of  Hanover,  concluded  the  26th  of  Au* 
guft,  1 745,  between  England  and  Pruflia.     The  king 
of  England,  irritated  againft  the  French,  who  promifed 
to  fuccour  the  pretender,  was  defirous  of  making  peace 
in  Germany,  the  more  eafily  to  avenge  himfelf  on  the 
crown  of  France.    This  convention  was  to  ferve  as  a 
bafis  to  appeafe  the  difturbances  then  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Pruflia,  Hungary,  and  Poland. 
His  Britannic  majefly  was  fb  determined  to  purfue  this 
defign,  that  when  the  queen  of  Hungary  refufed  to  ac- 
cede to  the  convention,  he  ceafed  to  pay  the  ftipulated 
fubficiies.  Frederick,  who  thought  not  of  making  frefli 
conquefts,  and  wilhed  for  peace  on  the  footing  of  the 
convention  of  Hanover  and  keeping  Silefia,  invariably 
perfifted  in  thefe  principles,  when  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, defiring  once  more  to  try  the  fate  of  arms,  forced 
him  to  the  battle  of  Soor,  and  prepared  herfelf  for  frefli' 
attacks.     The  count  de  Podewils,  the  Prufl[ian  mini- 
fter,  had  exprefs  orders  to  write  to  Mr.  Villiers,  en- 
treating him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  incline 
tlic  court  of  Drefden  to  peace ;  and  the  king  took  this 
mealiire  at  a  time  when  he  had  driven  the  enemy  from 
Lufatia,  and  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt  was  al- 
ready in  Saxony.     Nay,  after  he  had  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Drefden,  he  continued  to  propofe  peace ;  nor 
did  he  enh^nc;^  his  demands  beyond  what  he  had  re- 
quired previous  to  his  late  fucce(res.(53) 

Such  was  the  termination  of  that  war,  which  taught 
the  Saxons  how  dangerous  it  is  to  intemeddle  in  the 
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quarrels  of  their  neighbours.     The  year  1745  offers 
us  fome  political  events,  of  which  we  fhall  now  refume  ■ 
the  thread. 

The  death  of  Charles  VII.  there  was  reafon  to  flip- 
pofe,  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  war,  or  at  leaft 
have  produced  a  change  in  the  intentions  of  the  king. 
His  oonnc9:ions  with  the  emperor  being  at  an  end,  he 
could  no  longer  continue  it,  but  as  an  auxiliary  pow-. 
cr.  But  the  queen  of  Hungary  had  fornned  the  pro-. 
jc£t  of  re-conquering  Silefia,  and  rejefted  every  propo- 
fition  tending  to  conclude  a  peace  on  the  footing  of  the 
treaty  of  Breflaw,  and  confequently  to  leave  the  king 
in  poflfeffion  of  the  part  of  Silefia  ceded  to  him  by  that 
O^aty.  The  quadruple  alliance  entered  into  at  War- 
few  feemed  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  projeft. 
Another  objeft,  not  lefs  important,  alfo  occupied  the 
court  of  Vienna,  which  was  to  procure  the  return  of  the 
Imperial^  crown  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  This  feemed 
to  be  practicable  without  the  confentof  the  eledorof 
Brandenbourg  and  the  eteftpr  palatine ;  fince,  by  ma- 
king peace  with  the  new  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  a  plu- 
rality of  voices  was  fecured.  The  king  fent  ambafTa- 
dors  to  afTift  at  the  ele<3:ion.  But  finding  that  he  was 
fupported  by  the  elector  palatine  alone,  he  contented 
himfelf-with  delivering  a  memorial  to  the  ekftoral 
college,  in  which  he  declared,  that,  previous  to  pro- 
ceeding to  the  eledion,  it  was  neceflary  to  deliberate 
on  the  following  points : 

Firft,  Whether  the  eleftors,  in  whom  the  right  was 
vefted,  had  been  convoked,  ^nd  had  ?ippearcd  ? 

H  3  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Whether  there  was  perfed  libeitjr  and 
iafety  in  the  place  where  the  ele^on  was  held  ? 

Thirdly,  Whether  the  majority  of  votes  had  not  bctti 
obtained  by  forced  promifes,  treaties,  of  other  matters 
contrary  to  the  oath  of  the  eleftors  ? 

To  thefe  articles  the  king  added  a  proteftaticfn 
againft  opening  the  conferences  for  the  eleftioni^  but 
no  attention  was  paid  either  to  the  articles  or  tfap  pith 
teftation.    The  ambaffadors  of  Brandenbourg  and  die 
cledor  pahtinc  demanded  a  delay  of  fome  weeks  in 
the  eleftion,  which  was  refufed  likewife ;  fo  that  feeing 
no  means  of  preventing  the  ele£tion,  which  was  made 
by  the  majority  of  voices,  they  quitted  Frankfort. 
The  grand  duke  of  Tufcany  w^s  elefted }  but  the  two 
oppofmg  ele&ors  did  not  acknowledge  him  till  th$ 
peace  of  Pre(den. 

France  had  a  numerous  army  in  Gepmany  com- 
manded by  the  prince  of  Conti,  and  had  declared  that 
her  only  objcft  was  to  maintain  and  defend  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  empire,  and  to  prevent  the  misfor- 
tunes that  might  arife  from  an  undue  eleftion.  But 
the  queen  of  Hungary  fo  ftrengthened  her  army,  that 
fhe  obliged  the  prince  of  Conti  to  rptire  oyer  ^c 
Rhine,  and  leave  the  field  open  to  the  Auftrian  ancpy. 
This  retreat  is  famous.  The  prince  of  Conti  only 
wanted  proper  reinforcements;  but  the  attention  of 
France  was  at  that  time  fixed  on  conquefts  in  the  Lx>w 
Countries,  whereas  Maria-Therefa  negle&ed  the  Low 
Countries  and  Italy,  and  directed  her  views  folely  to  the 
election  of  emperor  and  the  conquefl:  of  Silefia. . 

Fre* 
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Firodteiidty  who  tlicwi^lit  thatFnmcc  na^iA  hwcfe-- 
copded  him  in  his  Bohemiancxpedirionj  was  dMiTTsficd 
^tfa  that  power.  After  the  death  of  the  empeioi,  he 
ieemed  hoc  vaj  remote  from  peace.  But  the  courts 
of  France  and  Bavaria  engaged  him  to  continue  the 
war.  Mariar-Therefa,  by  refufing  to  make  a  treaty 
on  the  foodng  of  that  of  Bneflaw,  p2x>moted  the  dc- 
(igns  of  thofe  courts.  Thus  did  the  king  remain 
unittd  with  France  9  and  even  when  Bavaria  had  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  Auibia,  and  the  retreat  of  the 
prince  of  Conti  had  thrown  the  weight  of  the  war  on 
Frederick^  this  prince  did  nor  adhere  lefs  faithfully  to 
hisengagemrats;  norwasitpoilibletotumhimagaiDi]: 
that  power. 

In  the  couHe  of  the  year  1745,  Frederick  had  im- 
portant negociations  with  the  court  of  Ruffia,  which 
tended  to  prevent  die  auxiliary  troops  aflembled  in 
Livonia  from  making  an  irruption  into  Pruffia,  in  caie 
the  king  (hould  attack  Saxony^  He  was  {o  fortunate 
as  to  perfuade  the  Ruffian  miniftry  that  Saxony  and 
Auftria  were  the  aggreflbrs,  and  that  confcquendy 
Ruffia  was  by  no  means  bound  to  furnilh  them  with 
iuccours.  But  peace  took  place  before  the  Ruffian 
troops  were  in  a  condidon  to  undertake  any  enter- 
prize.  ^ 

Unul  the  middle  of  the  fame  year,  Frederick  la- 
boured to  divert  the  ekdtoral  court  of  Saxony  from 
marching  troops  againft  Sikfta,  and  united  his  endea- 
vours with  thofe  of  the  court  of  France  to  prevail  up- 
on the  king  of  Poland  to  accept  the  lo^perial  dignity. 
But  A-uguftus  perfifting  in  his  union  with  Auftria,  Frc- 
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derick  commenced  the  war  of  Saxony,  of  which  we 
have  feen  the  iffue. 

The  differences  between  Pruffia  and  the  cledoral 
houfe  of  Hanover,  on  the  fubjcft  of  the  principality  of 
Oft-Friefland,  iHll  fubfifted.  The  king  fet  forth  in  ?i 
publication  the  rights  on  which  his  clainis  were  foynd- 
cd.  He  demanded  the  inveftiturc  of  that  principidity, 
and  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria  conferred  it  on  him  in  qua- 
lity of  vicar  of  the  empire.  The  eleftoral  court  of 
Brunfwick  protefted.  On  the  other  hand,  the  king  of 
England,  who  laboured  without  intermifjion  tg  plofc 
the  breach  between  Pruffia  and  Auftria,  at  length,  in  the 
pnonph  of  Auguft,  effefted  the  convention  of  Hanover, 
which  eventually  ferved  as  the  foundation  of  peace  j 
and  it  was  by  his  means,  as  we  have  feen,  that  the 
treaty  of  Drefden  was  concluded. 

The  ftates-  general  of  Holland,  by  acceding  to  the 
quadruple  alliance,  alienated  the  king  of  Pruffia.  They 
not  only  promifed  fuccours  to  his  enemies,  iq  cafe  the 
king  fhould  attack  Saxony,  but  they  refufed  their  me- 
diation for  a  peace.  Neverthelefs,  they  furnifhed  np 
fuccours  i  becaufe  the  French  gave  them  employment 
enough  at  home,  and  could  have  pi^nifhed  their  mal- 
treatment of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

In  other  refpefts,  a  good  underftanding  fubfifte^ 
between  the  ftates  of  the  empire  and  the  reft  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  Strong  remonftranceis  indeed  were 
Ri^de  tp  the  eleftor  of  Mayence,  fqr  having  invited  to 
the  laft  eleftiqn,  Bohemia,  which  had  been  excluded 
from  a  fuffrage.  Some  differences  alfo  arofe  at  Frank- 
fprt  with  tjie  evangelic  flireftory,     The  eleaor  q1 

.  .  Bran 


F   K    B  D    £   R   I  C    K      II.  I05 

idenbourg  required  the  Saxon  ambaffador  to  hold 
nfereiice  between  the  princes  of  the  evangelic  (or 
5ftant)  perfuafion,  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting 
:  might  be  proper  to  infertin  the  capitulation  of 
lew  emperor  relpefting  the  evangelic  ftates.  The 
)n  ambaffador  refufed  his  confent^  whigh  obliged 
imbaflador  from  Brandenbourg  to  hold  at  his  own 
c  the  conference  be  thought  neceflary. 
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FOURTH     PERIOD. 

TfeOM  THE  PEACE  OF    DRESDEN  TO  THE  COMMENCi* 
MENT  OF  THE  WAR  OF  SEVEN  YEARS, 


1745—175^- 


THIS  period  was  marked  wirfi  no  war  j  Frederick 
(hewed,  in  the  midft  of  peace,  that  there  art 
gcniufes  formed  by  nature  for  all  forts  of  glory,  and 
who  have  only  to  will,  to  perform  great  things  in 
every  line.  He  availed  himfelf  of  every  moment  of 
the  leifure  afforded  him  by  peace,  to  make  ftill  forthcr 
preparations  for  war.  No  man  felt  more  forcibly  than 
Kmfelf,  that  all  the  branches  of  adminiftration  arc  con- 
neftcd,  depend  on  each  other,  and  concur  togedier  to 
give  a  folid  foundation  to  a  ftate.  Convinced  that  one 
moment  of  negligence  or  difcouragement  in  a  fingk 
department,  might  occafion  his  lofs  of  the  fruit  of  all  his 
pains  and  viftories,  he  laboured  without  intermiffioo 
to  creft  an  infurnntountable  barrier  againft  his  enenucs* 
He  knew  in  what  confifted  the  real  force  erf*  ftates,  and 
bellowed  the  moft  indefatigable  attention  on  agricul- 
ture, population,  finances,  impofts,  legiflation,  and 
commerce.  All  thefe  cares,  however,  did  not  mate 
him  lofe  fight  of  negociations.  We  (hall  confine  our- 
fclves  in  this  place  to  the  detail  of  this  branch  of  his  ad- 
miniftration, as  it  is  more  effcntially  connedted  with 

the 
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the  war  6f  feven  years,  of  which  we  fhall  next  treat,  and 
as  it  fumiKhes  the  proper  thread  to  conduft  us  through 
diat  period ;  and  afterwards  we  (hall  coUeft  every  thing 
relative  to  the  other  branches  of  the  adminiftration,  or 
to  the  private  ^nd  literary  life,  of  this  great  monarch* 

The  peace  of  Drefden  furniflied  matter  for  many  ne- 
gociations.  The  king  demanded  of  the  empire  the 
guaranty  of  that  peace,  but  he  met  with  difficulties  he 
did  not  cxpeft.  The  queen  declared  that  this  gua- 
ranty could  not  take  place,  unlefs  the  empire  would 
at  the  fame  time  renew  that  of  the  pragmatic  fanftion. 
The  king  replied,  that  the  guaranty  of  the  latter  treaty 
had  fto  fort  of  connexion  with  that  of  the  peace  of 
Drefden.  Thefe  reafons  were  not  liftened  to ;  nor  was 
it  until  the  year  1751,  that,  agreeable  to  the  peace  of 
Aix-ia-ChapeUe,  this  guaranty  was  obtained. 

The  king  made  the  fame  application  to  the  court  of 
London,  and  with  more  fuccefs.  The  guaranty  was 
granted  without  difficulty,  by  a  private  aft  of  the  king 

^  England^ 

He  could  not  prevail  on  the  court  of  Ruffia  or  the 
^atesrgeneral  to  follow  this  example ;  in  the  end,  the 
motives  which  pccafioned  the  refiifal  of  the  former  were 
flifcovered.  On  the  aad  of  May,  1746,  Ruffia  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  emprefs  queen,  a  fecret  article 
of  which  was  in  oppofition  to  the  views  of  Pruffia.  (54) 

Swj^d^n  not  only  granted  her  guaranty  the  follow- 
ing year,  but  concluded  a;  treaty  of  alliance  and  reci- 
procal guaranty  with  Pruffia. 

The  falfe  rumours  which  had  been  circulated  to 
alienate  Poland  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  were  diffi- 

pated 


ip8  LIFE         OF 

pated  by  contrary  afTurances ;  and  the  republic  v^as 
pcrfuaded,  or  fe^ed  to  be  perfuaded,  that  there  was 
no  unfair  dcfign  upon  her  donrdnions. 

The  court  of  Saxony  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  of  Drefden.  The  king's  commiffioners  repaired 
to  the  fair  of  Leipfic  at  Eafter,  1746,  and  received  the 
ftipulated  niillion  of  crowns.  A  commiflion  was  like* 
wife  eftablifhed  to  fettle  the  exchange  of  the  vill^eof 
Schkldo,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  fame  treaty* 
But  nothing  was  agreed  upon,  becaufe  the  equivalent 
propofed  by  the  king  appeared  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 
to  be  inadequate. 

The  troops,  however,  evacuated  Saxony.  On  the 
26th  of  January,  1746,  there  only  remained  two  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers  appointed  to  cover  the  hofpital  at 
Meiffen ;  and  in  the  fpring  thefe  too  left  the  province. 

Frederick  had  promifcd  to  acknowledge  the  eleftion 
of  Francis;  he  fulfilled  this  article  alfoj  and  fent  an 
authentic  aft,  to  that  efFeft,  to  the  diet  of  Ratifbon* 
The  emperor,  on  his  part,  granted  the  king  of  Pniflia 
a  privilege  o{^on  afpcUandoy  for  all  his  dates  fituated 
in  the  empire. 

Somepropofitions  from  the  diet  of  Ratift)on,likewife, 
employed  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  during  the  year  1746. 
The  emperor  wiJhed  to  fend  an  army  of  the  empire 
to  the  frontiers  of  France;  Frederick  advifcd  neutra- 
lity, to  prevent  the  French  from  entering  Germany. 

It  was  in  agitation,  moreover,  to  draw  up  a  perpe- 
tual capitulation  for  the  emperor.  But  the  Teutonic 
order  wifhing  to  infert  in  it  their  claims  on  Pruffia, 

Ftedc^ 
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Frederick  declared  that  he  would  never  fufFer  it  t6  be 
concluded  (5n  fuch  conditions. 

In  the  fame  year,  Frederick  made  remonftrances  to 
the  Imperial  court  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  proteftants  of  Hungary.  But 
that  court  difdained  to  pay  attention  to  them,  and  bk- 
med  the  proteftants  for  having  recourfe  to  foreign 
proteftion,  in  contempt  of  their  own  fovereign. 

In  fpite  of  all  the  pains  the  king  of  Pruflia  took  to 
cftablifli  the  peace  on  fure  foundations,  his  enemies 
did  not  ceafe  to  impute  to  him  bad  intentions.  In 
November,  a  work  (^^)  appeared  at  Nuremberg,  in 
which  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  houfe  of  Branden- 
bourg  were  ftrongly  combated.  It  was  alledged  that 
the  court  of  Vienna  had  a  (hare  in  this  publication. 
It  was  fold  publicly  at  Vienna,  Ratifbon^  and  elfe- 
where.  The  Pruflian  envoy  made  reprefentations  to 
the  Imperial  court,  to  which  little  attention  was  paid  ; 
he  renewed  them,  and  at  length  the  copies  to  be  found 
at  the  bookfellers  were  confifcated  for  form's  fake.  It 
was  too  late,  all  Germany  had  read  the  work,  and  a 
fecond  edition  had  been  printed  at  Frankfort.  Com- 
plaints were  made  at  Ratifbon,  with  a  requifition  to 
have  it  burnt  by  the  common  hangman ;  but  the  diet 
waited  till  the  court  of  Vienna  (hould  fet  them  the  ex- 
ample. The  example  was  never  given,  nor  was  the 
book  burnt  either  at  Ratifbon  or  Vienna. 

Frederick  cherifhed  enemies  likewife  in  his  own  bo- 
fom.  Many  were  difcovered  in  his  dominions,  and  con- 
vi(5ted  of  forging  falfe  intelligence,  of  holding  criminal 

cor- 
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corrdpondenoiesj  and  of  labouring  to  fow  nniftnift  and 
enmities.  Some  of  them  were  fent  to  SpaodaUy 
amongft  whom  was  the  refident  from  a  German  court. 
The  mofl:  criminal  was  beheaded.  He  was  one  of  the 
king's  privy  counfellors,  named  Ferber^  who  owed  his 
fortune  to  Frederick- William. 

The  king  took  two  joumies  this  year,  the  one  (o 
Pyrmont^  m  the  month  of  May,  the  other  to  SileBa  m 
July. 

In  the  year  17471  he  continued  his  folicitations  t? 
the  diet  of  RatiA^on^  to  obtain  the  guaranty  of  the 
peace  of  Drefden,  but  with  as  little  efieft  as  the  pit^ 
ceding  year. 

In  May,  the  alliance  we  have  mentioned  was  coni< 
eluded  with  Sweden.  There  werethoughts  of  inviting 
Ruflia.to  accede  to  it,  but,  on  account  of  the  emprei$'i 
engagements  with  Auftria,  that  idea  was  dropped. 
Nay,  in  confequence  of  this  alliance,  altercations  arofe 
between  the  courts  of  Peterfturgh  and  Berlin,  and  th^ 
envoys  were  mutually  recalled.  The  court  of  RuiSa 
imagined,  that  there  was  no  other  view  in  this  alliance, 
tp  which  France  had  acceded,  but  to  procure  m 
unlimited  authority  to  the  fucceflbr  of  the  king  d 
Sweden,  on  the  death  of  the  latter  ^  and  that  the  kiog 
of  Pruilia  would  not  fail  to  empby  all  his  power  tp 
carry  this  projedlinto  execution  in  favour  of  the  prioc? 
of  Sweden,  his  relation.  Upon  thefe  ideas,  or  rather 
upon  theie  pretexts,  Ruilia  made  great  preparations 
for  war ;  but  this  condud  was  the  refult  of  the  aliiangs 
(he  had  entered  into  with  the  court  of  Vienusb  an4 

the 
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he  CQfininon  obje&  was  to  impede  ^  progreis  of 
he  houfc  of  Pruflia. 

The  year  following  (1748)^  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
[[Ihapelle  put  an  end  to  the  war,  which  had  lafted  feve^ 
ral  years,  between  the  emprcfs  queen,  the  kings  of  Eng* 
land  and  Sardinia>  and  Holland,  on  one  fide,  and  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  France  on  the  other.  The  king  of 
Prui&aj  who  &om  the  peace  of  DreiUen  had  ufed  every 
poffibk  effort  to  reunite  thefe  powers,  received  from 
the  contrading  parties  the  guaranty  of  Silefia  and  the 
county  of  Glatz.  (56)  This  event  greatly  contributed 
to  renK>ye  the  difficulties  raifed  by  the  houfec^Auftria 
to  prevent  the  guaranty  of  the  dates  erf" the  empire. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  continued  to  prepare  for  war, 
and  two  oppofite  parties  appeared  j  France,  Sweden, 
and  Pruflia,  on  one  fide,  and  the  emprefs  queen,  Ruflla, 
and  Great-'Britain,  on  the  other.  The  Ruffian  troopst, 
which  were  to  oppofe  the  French,  were  already  in  the 
circle  of  Franconia;  but,  after  the  peace  of  Aix-^la- 
Chapelle,  they  received  orders  to  retire,  and  took  up 
their  winter  quarters  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  The 
generals  were  charged  to  preferve  the  ftri£i:eft  diic4>li&e 
in  paffing  towards  the  Pruffian  frontiers  $  and  thus 
lioftilities  were  avoided  this  year. 

Ruffia,  however,  (till  made  warlike  preparations,  and 
contmued  them  in  1749.  Her  troops  in  Lrivonia 
were  augmented ;  cannon  were  traniported  into  that 
province ;  every  thing,  in  ffiort,  announced  an  ap- 
proaching attack.  Similar  prep^ations  were  going 
forward  on  the  frontiers  of  Sweden,  and  war  appeared 

inevi- 
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inevitable.    France  and  Pruffia  declared  the  fuipicidfii 
of  Ruifia  to  be  ill-founded,  and  that  their  alliance  had 
no  fuch  objeft  as  a  revolution  in  the  government  of 
Sweden.     The  king  of  Pruffia  wrote  even  to  the  king 
of  England,  (57)  to  prevail  on  him  to  ftifle  the  flames 
of  war  which  already  were  kindling  under  the  aflies.  At 
the  fame  time  he  prepared  himfelf  to  repulfe  every  ait- 
tack,  however  unforefeen,  that  might  be  made  upon 
his  frontiers,  and  communicated  his  intentions  to  all 
the  foreign  courts.     By  thefe  means  was  tranquillity 
preferved  this  year, — a  femblance  of  peace  kept  up: 
the  king's  enemies,  however,  were  only  waiting  for 
a  favourable  jnoment  to  Attack  him  on  all  fides,  and 
that  moment  was  not  yet  arrived. 

Amidft  all  thefe  movements,  the  court  of  Vienna 
was  not  inaftive.  After  the  example  of  her  neighbours, 
Ihe  reformed  her  troops,  exercifed  them  without  re- 
laxation, created  new  regiments,  and  introduced  the 
principles  of  the  Pruffian  taftics.  Frederick  was  ap- 
prized of  the  infinuations  of  the  Imperial  minifters  at 
the  court  of  Pcterfburgh.  (58)  A  letter  from  the  Aut 
trian  envoy  there,  addreffed  to  the  envoy  of  the  fame 
court  at  Berlin,  fell  into  his  haifds  (59).  As  foon  as 
the  court  of  Vienna  knew  of  the  king's  having  recdvcd 
full  information  of  every  particular,  ihe  di&pproved 
the  conduft  of  her  envoy  :  but  Frederick  was  not  to 
be  fo  duped ;  he  felt  what  be  had  to  expeft,  and  kept 
himfelf  on  the  defenfive. 

In  1750  commenced,  the  long  negociations  for^the 
clcftion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.  Then,  too,  did  the 
differences  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  court  of 

Rufiia 
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Ruflla  encreafe  to  fuch  a  degree>  that  the  ambafladorg 
of  both  powers  withdrew  without  taking  leave.  In 
November,  count  de  Puebla,  the  Inoperial  envoy  at 
Berlin^  announced  to  that  courts  that  the  emperor 
and  emprefs  hoped,  from  the  friendlhip  of  the  king  of 
Fniifia>  that,  if  the  eledion  of  a  king  of  the  Koman^, 
jlhoukl  be  proceeded  on,  he  would  expedite  the,  bufi- 
nefi  by  his  electoral  fufirage.  Some  time  before,  the 
£nglifli  envoy  at  Berlin  had  made  fimilar  overtures 
6n  the  fame  fubjed.  The  king  of  England,  in  qua-t 
lity  of  ele£bor  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg,  the  two 
ccckfiaftical  eleftors  of  Mayence  and  Treves,  and  the 
de&or  of  Bavaria,  were  already  agreed  on  this  eledtion ; 
£o  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  confent  of  the 
ele£tor  palatine,  tod  of  thofe  of  Saxony,  Cologne, 
and  Brandenbourg.  Frederick  declared,  that,  as  the 
emperor  enjoyed  perfedt  health,  and  was  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  and  as,  befides,  peace  reigned  in  Europe 
and  the  German  empire,  the  motives  indicated  by  the 
Imperial  c^itulation  to  necelTitate  an  eledlion  of  this 
nature,  did  not  at  prefent  exifl :  confequently,  his  ad^ 
vice  was,  not  to  be  precipitate,  but  to  wait  the  ma* 
jority  of  the  archduke  Jofeph.  Frederick  fignified 
his  intentions  to  the  other  eledlors  by  letter.  The 
king  of  England  and  the  eleftors  of  Mayence  and 
Bavaria  replied,  that  the  time  when  Europe  was  in 
peace  was  the  moft  proper  for  an  election  -,  that  the 
emperor's  health  gave  no  reafbn  to  apprehend  his 
death  before  the  majority  of  the  king  of  the  Romans^ 
and  that,  at  all  events,  it  was  better  for  the  empire  to 
Vol,  L  I  have 
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have  a  minor  for  emperor,  than  to  have  noAe  at  alk 
The  matter  was  long  conteftcd ;  reafons  were  ad* 
fluced  pro  and  con ;  and  the  oppofkion  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia  added  to  the  difcontent  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
which  encreafed  every  day. 

'  The  ad  of  December,  the  Ruffian  envoy  at  the  court 
of  Pruffia  withdrew  from  Berlin,  and  the  king  in- 
ftantly  recalled  his  from  Peterfburgh.  The  reafons 
affigned  by  the  court  of  Ruffia  for  this  flep  were,  firfl:> 
that  her  envoy  was  litde  relpeded,  nay  even,  deijnfed 
at  Berlin :  fecondly,  that  the  gazette  of  Berlin  had 
rcfufed  to  infert  that  the  court  of  Ruffia  recalled  all 
her  fubjefts  in  the  fervice  of  foreign  powers :  thirdly, 
that  two  Pruffian  officers,  who  were  fubjeds  of  Ruflia, 
had  been  imprifoned,  and  refufed  their  liberty  by  the 
court  of  Berlin,  unlcfs  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  would 
likewife  enlarge  captain  Stackelberg,  a  Prujfian  officer, 
who  was  kept  under  arreft.  The  court  of  Pruffia  al- 
Icdged,  in  anfwcr,  that,  if  an  envoy  knew  not  the 
means  of  making  himfelf  relpefted,  that  was  in 
ho  wife  a  fubjeft  to  interrupt  the  harmony  between 
the  two  courts  ;  that  the  Ruffians  in  the  fervice  of 
Pruffia  had  not  been  fent  under  the  condition  of  be- 
ing recalled  whenever  that  court  thought  propier-;  that 
captain  Stackelberg  was  arrefted  under  the -pretext  of 
recruiting,  whereas  the  two  lieutenants,  Kurfet  and 
Reutern,  were  punn  arreft  for  attempting  to  qtttt  Prut 
fia  without  obtaining  permiffion.  It  is  eafy  to  per-* 
ceive  that  Ruffia  was  feeking  pretexts  for  a  rtrptore : 
count-deBeftuchew,  grand  chancellor  of  iJie  empire, 

•  •   excited 
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excited  all  thefe  petty  fubjefts  of  quarrel,  which  were 
perpetually  fomented  by  the  perfonal  hatred  the  em- 
prefs  had  conceived  againft  Frederick.(6o) 

In  the  month  of  July  of  the  fanie  year  (X750),  the 
king  received  a  Angular  emb^fly.  The  kan  of  Cri- 
mea, having  heard  of  the  great  qualities  of  Frederick, 
ient  him  an  ambaflador  named  Muftapha,  (61)  to 
aflure  him  of  his  rcadinefs  to  do  him  every  fervice  in 
his  power.  Much  copjc6turc  arofe  on  the  fubjeft  of 
this  embafiy,  and  )t  was  pretended  that  the  king  ha4 
concluded  a  very  ufeful  alliance  with  the  kan,  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  with  Ru(Qa. 

At  length,  in  175 1,  the  diet  of  the  empire  granted 
the  kmg  of  Pruffia  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Dref- 
den,  which  he  had  been  demanding  from  the  year 
1746.  ' 

The  negociations  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  king  of  the 
Romans  ftill  continued :  the  king  declared  that  this 
elcAion  could  not  take  place  without  a  contefta- 
tion,  unlefs  the  pretenfions  of  the  elector  paktipe  were 
to  be  decided  on  by  the  4[Tiediation  of  France  and 
Fruffia,  and  the  emprefs  and  her  allies  were  to  gua- 
ranty the  peace  of  the  North.  The  king,  on  his  fide, 
oJSered  to  guaranty,  with  his  allies,  the  cpnftitution 
of  Sweden.  After  this,  the  king  denunded  a  ddibe^ 
ration  on  the  fubje^  of  the  guardianlhip  of  the  king 
of  the  Romans,  in  caie  he  fhould  mount  the  throne 
Jsefore  his  majority.  The  court  of  Vienna  reje£be4 
thcfe  propofitions,  and  affairs  were  no  further  ad- 
vanced. 

A  frclh  difiercace  arofe  this  year  between  the 
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courts  of  Pcterfburgh  and  Berlin,  rcfpcfting  the  trade 
of  Dantzick.     Some  Ruffian  merchants   were  de- 
tained at  Koningfberg  with  their  merchandize.     The^ 
court  of  Pruffia  by  prohibition  guarded  againft  the  like^ 
event  in  future.     But  this  did  not  prevent  the  coUeg^^ 
of  commerce  at  Peterfburgh  from  ordering  the  Rufliai^ 
merchandize  to  be  fent  thenceforward  by  fea,  or  byr 
Poland,  without  touching  at  the  Pruffian  frontiers. 

The  principal  negociations  of  Pruffia  in  1752  ftiH 
turned  on  the  eleftion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.    The 
Imperial  court  and  that  of  Hanover  zealoufly  Endea- 
voured to  unite  all  the  fufFrages  in  favour  of  the  arch- 
duke Jofeph,  and  flattered  themfelves  that  every  diffi- 
culty was  removed.    The  eleftion,  however,  did  not 
take  place ;  on  the  contrary,  the  obftacles  to  it  cn- 
crcafed.     The  ancient  princely  houfes,  fupportcd  by 
the  king  and  the  eleftor  palatine,  demanded  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  eleftion,  and  the  margrave  of  Branden- 
bourg  Anfpach  addrcfled  a  circular  letter  to  all  theft 
houfes,  to  propofe  to  them  to  declare  to  the  direftory 
of  Mayence,  that  the  college  of  princes  would  not  con- 
fcnt  to  the  eleftion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans,  before  it 
Ihould  be  decided,  in  the  three  colleges  of  the. em- 
pire. Whether  this  ileflion  was  necejfary  ?  This  letter 
made  muchnoife,  and  occafioned  great  commotion., 
Moft  of  the  princely  houfes   thought  they  ihould 
avail  themfelves  of  the  opportunity  which  now  offered 
of  aflferting  their  rights.     All  their  efforts,  however, 
did  but  augment  the  difficulties  of  the  eleftion,  with- 
out procuring  them  any  advantage. 
Frederick  laboured  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
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to  facilitate  the  commerce  between  his  fubjefts  and 
thofe  of  Auftria  $  for  whicli  purpofe  he  fent  Dewitz, 
vice-prefident  of  Pomerania,  to  Vienna.  But  thefc 
negociations  were  unfuccefsfiil;  and  the  Imperial  court, 
far  froni  liftening  to  his  propofitions,  augmented,  the 
following  year,  the  very  duties  and  impofts  of  which 
the  king  complained* 

For  fome  years  poft,  differences  had  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  courts  of  London  and  Berlin,  relative  to 
jibme  Pruffian  vefTels  taken  by  the  Engliih  during  the 
laft  war.  In  November,  17^2,  the  king  of  Pruflia 
caufed  to  be  prefented  to  the  court  of  London  a  me- 
morial, in  whickhe  declared,  that,  having  received  no 
f^tisfaftion  on  that  head,  he  was  refolved  to  retain 
the  fums  he  had  promifed  to  pay  on  account  of 
Silefia.  In  the  beginning  of  1753  the  negociations 
continued^  The  king  of  England  had  appointed  com- 
miflioners  to  ei^amine  the  king  of  Pruflia's  claims. 
They  came  to  a  decifion,  and  their  decifion  was  com» 
municated  to  the  king.  Frederick  was  not  fatisfied. 
He  named  counfellors  to  examine  the  affair,  and  re- 
plied. This  correfpondence  terminated  in  nothing. 
The  affair  was  not  concluded  till  1756,  when  trifling 
intereftsdifappeared  before  thofe  of  more  importance. 

Some  ill-difpofed  perfons  had  circulated  a  report, 
that,  in  the  fpring  of  1753,  lieutenant-general  Bredow 
was  to  make  an  irruption  into  Hanover,  on  the  fide 
of  Halbcrftadt,  with  a  confiderable  body  of  Pruffians. 
The  differences  then  fubfifling  between  the  two  courts 
fcrved  as  a  pretext  to  give  Ibme  colour  of  probability 
to  this  report.    But  the  king  poJltively  denied  any 
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fuch  intention,  and  declared  that  he  was  very  far  from 
>vifliing  to  difturb  the  rcpofe  of  Gcrnnany  in  any  man- 
ner whatfoever. 

In  1754,  the  king  purchafed  of  the  princefs  dowa- 
ger of  Orange  the  fcigniories  of  that  houfe  (ituated  in 
Holland,  for  which  he  paid  705,000  Dutch  florins. 

In  1755,  the  affairs  of  Europe  were  greatly  ettv- 
broiled,  the  difcontent  of  the  different  courts  towards 
fcach  other  began  to  break  out,  and  it  was  not  difficult 
to  forefee  an  approaching  rupture.  France  and  Eng- 
land \*ere  difputing  about  a  few  leagues  of  territory  irt 
Canada,  a  country  in  which  two  hundred  leagues  of 
ground  are  not  worth  two  of  thofe  in  Europe.  Hof- 
tilities  commenced  without  any  pofitive  declaration  of 
War.  France,  who  maintained  that  the  Englifh  wer^ 
the  aggreffors,  augmented  her  land  forces,  and  mani- 
feftcd  her  intention  of  attacking  the  king  of  England*^ 
ftates  in  Germany.  The  king  of  England,  fupported 
by  his  paf  liament,  endeavoured  to  ftcur6  his  eleftorate 
againft  the  attacks  with  which  it  was  menaced,  and 
allied  himfelf  with  Ruflia  and  Heflc.  The  French  and 
Ruffians  were  on  the  point  of  appearing  at  the  fame 
time  in  Germany.  The  king  of  Pruflia,  who  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  confederacy  of  the  courts  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  Drefden,  and  Vienna,  which  had  confpired  his 
ruin,  now  felt  the  danger  redoubled,  and  endeavoured 
to  avert  it.  To  this  end,  hfe  declared,  that  he  Ihould 
treat  as  enemies  all  the  French  troops  which  Ihould  ap- 
pear in  Germany.  This  menace  changed  the  feme. 
The  Ruffian  troops  aflembled  in  Livonia,  where, 
fxOtn  their  vicinity  to  Pruffia,  idiey  ihcuntd  the  fufpi- 
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cion  of  a  double  projeft,  could  no  longer  be  of  fervice 
to  the  kiftg  of  Engknd.  Thw  prince  addreflfed  him- 
felf  for  fuccours  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  but  which  re- 
fufed  to  cake  a  pajt  in  chi$  war  againft  France,  under 
the  pretext  of  being  neceffitated  to  defend  itfelfagainft 
Pruffia,  who  was  arming.  England,  having  no  ad^ 
vantage  to  cxpeft  from  her  union  with  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Peterfburgh^  aiad  forefeeingthat  the  Dutch 
would  ftand  neuter,  found  herfelf  entirely  without  fup- 
port.  In  thefe  circwnfemccs,  Frederick  made  an  of- 
fer of  his  afliftance  in  Germany.  So  powerful  an  ally 
was  not  to  be  refufed;  and  the  treaty  wa3  concluded 
at  the  commencement  o^the  fojlgwing  year. 
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FIFTH    PERIOD* 

fHOM    THE    BIGIMNINQ    OF     THS    WAR    OF    SBVSN 
YEARS  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  HUBSRTSBOURC.    ^       ^ 

J75«— 1763. 


THE  year  1756  is  celebrated,  ia  .the  annak  of 
Pruflia,  by  the  commencement  of  a  war  in 
'which  a  hotf  of  enemies,  leagued  together  againft  her, 
occafioned  her  po'^er  to  totter  even  to  its  foundations  \ 
yet,  notwithftanding  the  violence  of  the  fhock,  Ihc 
arofe,  at  the  expiration  of  feven  years,  all  marked,  in* 
ceflantly,  by  toils  and  battles,  intirely  covered  with 
the  brilliancy  of  national  charafter  and  renown. 

Before  we  enter  on  this  famous  war,  let  us  give 
fome  idea  of  the  ncgociations  connedted  with  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  Duke  de  Ni- 
vernois  was  fent  to  Berlin  in  quality  of  ambaflador 
extraordinary  from  the  court  of  France.  The  objeft 
of  his  miflion  was  to  prevent  Frederick  from  allying 
himfelf  with  England,  and  he  attempted  to  negociate 
an  alliance  between  that  prince  and  France,  His 
propofals  were  not  only  reje61:ed,  but  the  negociations 
continued  with  England,  until  a  treaty  was  finally 
concluded  at  London. (  62)  The  two  powers  appeared 
to  have  no  other  intention  than  to  prefervc  peace  in 
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Germany^  and  to  oppofe  the  introdu£tion  of  foreign 
troops  into  the  empire.  (63) 

Thus  did  France  perceive  the  extindkion  of  the 
hopes  which  j(he  had  entertained  of  being  aUe  either  to 
draw  Pruflia  to  her  (ide^  or  to  induce  her  to  obferve 
a  neutrality.  She  iaw  herfelf  thwarted'ih  the  prcgdS: 
of  making  Germany  the  theatre  of  war,  and  of  at- 
tacking England  in  the  ele£torate  of  Hanover^  Thus 
fituatcd,  fhe  concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  and  re- 
ciprocal defence  with  the  emprefs  queen,  which  was 
figned  at  Verfailles  the  ift  of  May,  1756.  On  dm 
occafion,  the  emprefs  queen  promifed  to  take  no  pait 
in  the  war  between  France  and  England;  biit  the 
treaty  ftipulated  that  the  two  contra£ting  powers  fliould 
mutually  guaranty  their  pofleflions  in  Europe,  and 
fumiih  24^000  auxiliary  troops  in  cafe  of  an  attack 
on  either.  By  this  means  did  France  procure  herfelf 
a  powerful  ally  in  Germany,  in  the  perfon  of  the  em- 
prefs queen,  who^  finding  that  fhe  had  no  fuccainir  to 
cxpeft  from  England  in  her  proje6ts  againft  Pruffia, 
readily  connedcd  herfelf  with  France,  thus  fecuring 
a  confiderable  aid,  and  hoping,  by  the  influence  of 
that  power,  to  engage  the  Swedes  in  an  alliance  with 
her  againfl  Frederick, 

The  king,  to  whom  not  one  of  thefe  meafures  was 
a  fecr*t,  fet  on  foot  negociations  to  counteraft  the 
concealed  defigns  of  his  enemies ;  and  endeavoured, 
in  concert  with  the  other  powers,  to  put  himfelf  in  a 
iltuation  to  repel  force  by  force. 

He  knew  that  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburgh, 
and  Saxony,  had  formed  a  plan  for  his  deftrudioyn ; 
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by  accident,  and  by  the  treachery  of  a  Saxon  fecrc- 
tary,  he  had  difcovered  that  thefc  three  courts,  im- 
mediately  after  the  peace  of  Drefdcn  (1746),  had 
concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  eventual  partition 
of  his  ftates,  in  cafe  of  war.  From  1753  to  1756, 
he  received^  every  poft  day,  copies  of  all  the  dif- 
patchcs  of  the  court  of  Saxony,  and  he  could  no  lon- 
ger doubt  that  the  three  powers  were  labouring  to 
bring  about  a  war. 

Having  learnt,   in   the  month  of  June,  that  the 
RuIIian  armaments  in  Livonia  were  affuming  a  vcrf 
ferious  alpeft,  he  fent  feven  battalions  with  a  regiment 
of  dragoons  and  huiTars  into  Lower  Pomerania,  to 
reinforce  the  Pruflian  forces  in  that  province.     Being 
informed  loon  after,  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  treaty  with  England,  was  making 
confiderable  preparations  for  war  in  Bohemia,  on  At 
frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  in  all  its  hereditary  ftates,  he 
demanded  amicably  of  that  court,  whether  he  was 
the  aftual  objeft  of  thefe  particular  preparations  ?(64) 
The  emprefs  queen  replied,  that,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  (he  had  thought  proper  to  make  fomc  war- 
like preparations  for  her  own  defence  and  that  of  her 
allies,  which  could  not  in  their  refiilt  prove  preju- 
dicial to  any  perfons  whatfocver.     So  vague  an  an- 
fwer  could  not  fatisfy  the  king.    He  declared  that  he 
was  aware  of  the  projeft  formed  by  the  courts  of 
Peteriburgh  and  Vienna  to  attack  him,  and  demanded 
a  clear   and  precife  anlwer,  by  which  the  emprefi 
ftiould  declare  that  fhe  would  not  attack  him  either 
in-  1756  or  in  the  following  year.    H^  added,  that 
?  he 
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he  ihould  coniider  evety  equivocal  anfwer  as  a  do* 
claration  of  war.  The  Imperial  couit  replied^  that 
the  king  of  Pruflia  had  begun  to  colled  together  his 
armaments,  and  make  all  his  warlike  jveparations  $ 
that  no  fuch  alliance  exifted  between  the  two  em* 
prelfes  againft  his  Prufiian  majefty;  and  that  confe- 
quendy  the  difagreeable  events  the  king  feemed  to 
apprehend,  could  not  be  imputed  fb  the  empreft 
queen.  Frederick  took  ilill  another  ftep  to  engage 
the  court  of  Vienna  to  peace ;  and,  after  his  troops 
had  entered  Saxony,  he  aflured  the  court  of  Vienna 
that  he  would  withdraw  them,  and  rcftore  every  thing 
to  its  former  fituation,  provided  the  emprels  would 
but  give  him  the  aiTurance  he  had  demanded  in  his 
(>receding  declaration.  This  propofition  was  attended 
widi  as  little  fuccefs  as  the  former.  All  negociadons 
were  broken  off,  and  the  envoys  of  the  two  coiirts 
mutually  withdrew.  (65) 

Soon  after  appeared  a  circular  refcript  of  the  Imn 
perial  court,  in  which  mention  was  made  of  the  ar* 
maments  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  the  midft  of  peace  i 
and  aflurances  given  that  die  alliance  concluded  with 
Frahce  contained  no  fecret  article  relative  to  either 
alterations  in  religion,  or  the  oppreflion  of  the  pro* 
teftant  faith  in  Germany  5  nor  even  tending  to  en- 
croach upon  the  liberty  of  the  empire  rcfpe6ting  the 
deftion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.  Frederick  pub- 
liflied  a  declaration  of  the  fame  nature,  (66)  wherein 
he  proved  that  the  Imperial  court  had  been  the  firft 
to  arm^  and  he  reproached  that  court  with  having 
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refufed  an  amicable  explanation  refpe£ting  the  ot^eA 
of  thefe  preparations. 

All  thefe  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  king  did 
not  make  him  relax  a  moment  from  his  z&mtj  in 
preparing  himfelf  for  wan  By  prelling  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  an  explanation^  he  hoped  either  to  break 
the  alliance  formed  againft  him>  or  at  leaft  to  acquire 
fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  intended  operations  as  might 
direft  him  how  to  couhterafk  their  probable  efieds^ 
His  apprehenfiotts  were  amply  jiiftified  by  the  conduft 
of  the  court  of  Vienna,  The  local  fituation  of  the 
PruITian  ftates  impofes  an  indifpenfable  law  on  the 
Ibvereigns  of  that  monarchy  never  to  wait  for  the  ar« 
rival  of  the  enemy  within  its  confines.  Frederick 
felt  the  truth  of  this  principle,  and  experience  had 
taught  him  how  to  turn  it  to  his  advantage.  The 
conflagration  was  inevitable,  and  Frederick  thought 
he  fhould  gain  confiderably  by  lighting  it  him(elf  in 
a  country  remote  from  his  own  ftates,  and  by  com- 
pelling to  a  defence  an  enemy  who  was  preparing  to  , 
attack  him.  It  was  determined  to  commence  hoflilities. 

Towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  PrufOan  troops 
got  into  motion.  A  corps  commanded  by  fidd- 
marfhal  Leuwald  remained  in  Pruflia  to  oppofe  the 
Ruffian  army.  A  few  regiments  only  were  left  in 
Oft-Friefland  and  Weftphalia,  the  king  forefeeii^ 
that,  amidft  the  multitude  of  enemies  he  had  to  con- 
tend with,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  defend 
thoft  diftant  provinces  againft  the  force  of  France. 
JIaving  but  iJttle  to  apprehend  from  the  Swedes,  he 
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diought  it  iufficient  to  referve  only  a  fmall  number  of 
Kfoops  for  the  defence  of  Pomerania. 

.  Saxony  was  entered  by  40^000  men,  divided  into 
three  different  bodies.  The  firft,  which  formed  the 
light  wing,  was  commanded  by  duke  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  who  advanced  from  the  duchy  of  Mag**, 
debourg  by  Halle>  Leipfic,  Boma,  Chemnitz,  Frd- 
berg,  and  Dippolfwalde,  to  Drefden,  the  general  ren- 
dezvous of  the  army.  The  fecond,  which  formed 
the  centre,  was  commanded  by  the  king  himfelf: 
he  proceeded  to  the  left  along  the  banks  of  the 
Elbe,  pafllng  by  Wittenberg,  Torgau,  and  Meiflen, 
from  whence  he  advanced  to  Drefden  by  Kefleldorfl 
The  third  divifion,  forming  the  left  wing,  marched, 
under  the  orders  of  the  duke  of  Bevem,  from  the 
environs  of  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  by  Elftcrwerda, 
Bautzen,  Stolpe,  and  Lohmen,  and  encamped  to  the 
Tight,  oppofite  Pima,  and  on  the  right  banks  of 
the  Elbe.  On  the  6th  lOf  September  the  whole 
Prufiian  army  was  coUeded  io  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dreiden. 

.  Saxony  had  fcarcely  15,000  men  for  her  defence ; 
neither  was  this  feeble  army  as  yet  aflembled.  Dref- 
den was  without  a  garrifon.  On  the  news  of  the  Pruffian 
javafion,  Auguftus  got  together  all  his  Saxon  troops, 
MA  .encamped  near  Pirna  on  the  Elbe,  between  the 
£vtrefles  of  Kcenigsftein  and  Sonnenftein.  Saxony  was 
fubdufd  without  a  blow ;  Drefden  opened  her  gates. 
Frederick's  projeft  was  to  force  the  king  of  Poland 
ID  join  him  in  the  conqueft  of  Bohemia,  or,  in  cafe  of 
refufalj  to  have  a  pretext  for  keeping  Saxony.  Nor  was 
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this  the  only  view  that,  diredted  the  arrangements  of 
this  campaign.  He  wilhed  to  fearch  the  archives  of 
Drefden,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  papers  calculated  to 
juftify  his  conduA;  and,  in  fad>  Frederick  was  no 
iboner  in  that  city  than  he  demanded  the  keys  of  the 
cabinet  and  archives,  which  were  refuied*  The  quco 
ef  Poland,  daughter  of  the  emperor  Jofeph^  placed 
herfelf  before  the  doors  to  hinder  them  from  being  fbr* 
ced ;  and  it  became  neceflary  to  make  ufe  of  violeDce 
to  remove  her. 

The  cabinet  and  archives  were  opened,and  Frederid 
there  found  proofs  of  the  jealoufy  to  which  his  power 
had  given  rife  in  the  minds  of  his  neighbours.  The 
court  of  Berlin  quoted,  in  its  manifeftos,  feveral  lettexs 
in  which  the  court  of  Saxony  had  declared  itfelf  ready 
to  accede  to  the  alliance  of  Peterfburgh  againft  Pruflliai 
frovidedtbat  the  other  parties  would  determine  upemtht 
amount  of  its  Jhare  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Pruffian  Jlates^ 
the  pri/onersy  and  the  booty.  (68)  Yet  it  appears  fiom 
thefc  very  letters,  that,  in  June  1756,  Saxony  had  not 
acceded  to  this  alliance.  That  country,  as  it  wrrc^ 
without  defence,  imagined  the  danger  nnore  remote 
than  it  really  was.  A  government  is  never  more 
blameable  tlian  when  negle6i:ing  to  prepai^for  any  ne- 
ceflary  defence.  Saxony  was  exhaufted.  An  eleAor 
inveiled  with  the  royal  dignity  was  perpetually  driii- 
ing  that  province  to  fupply  an  excejQlve  luxury  and 
magnificence ;  and  the  diforder  of  the  finances  Gom* 
pleted  the  ruin  of  this  unhappy  country.  Saxony  nd 
Jonger  had  either  money,  troops,  or  fortreflfes*  The 
milicary  art  was  forgotten  for  pomp  and  pleafurc^^i^) 
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-  This  taking  pojGTellion  of  Saxony  was  not  termed  an 
attack,  irruption^  invafion,  or  conqueft^  but  fimply  a 
depofit  for  the  fecurity  of  the  ftates  of  Brahdenbourg. 
The  king  left  to  his  minifters  the  care  of  fubmitting  to 
the  furrounding  nations  a  written  juftification  of  this 
procedure,  and  men  were  found,  whofpent  them* 
ielves  in  vain  reafoning  to  prove  that  it  was  no  vio^ 

^  lence,  and  thought  they  had  demonftrated  that  Saxony 
iiad  formed  tremendous  projedb  for  the  attack  of 
Pruflia,  whillt  it  was  evident  Ihe  had  not  even  fo  much 
as  provided  for  her  own  defence.  Genuine  philofophy 
contemns  thefe  idle  reafonings,  which  policy  adopts 
unfortunately.  The  king  of  Pruflia  built  only  on  con- 
je&ures,  and,  to  maintain  them,  feveral  writers  did  not 
bluih  to  aflert  that  pofts  were  found  on  Ibme  of  the 
highways  in  Saxony  with  the  infcription  Heerftrajfe  (the 
road  of  the  army) :  the  Auftrians  were  reproached 
likewife  with  having  made  a  proceflion  at  Vienna  in 
honour  of  Saint  Hedewig,  the  patronefs  of  Silefia, 
■whence  fome  able  civilians  of  the  Pruflian  cabinet  de- 
duced, with  equal  learning  and  ingenuity,  that  the  ob- 
ject in  gaining  the  patronefs  was  to  obtain  her  aid  in 
recovering  the  province. 

*    Conltdering  the  matter  in  point  of  good  policy,  no- 

.    thing  was  more  natural  than  die  condu&  of  the  king 

^  Pruflia.     Saxony  procured  him  an  infinite  number 

r  of  important  advantages  in  a  war  with  Auflria.     It 

I   formed  a  barrier,  a  paflage,  a  communication  with 

\  Brandenbourg  and  Silefia.  In  poffeflTing  that  country, 

he  faw  himfelf  nfiafter  of  the  Elbe  from  Magdebourg 

toBobemidki-aod  was  able  to  maintain  his  army  at  the 

-  -  •  '  expencc 
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cxpence  of  others.  It  would  have  been  lefs  adVanta-* 
geous  to  him  for  Saxony  to  have  taken  a  neutral  part| 
or  even  to  have  become  his  ally* 

To  fecure  thefe  advantages,  he  conceived  the  pro* 
jedl  of  difarming  the  Saxon  army^  and  of  preventing  it 
from  joining  the  Auftrians.  Encamped  at  Pirna^  it  en- 
joyed  the  advantage  of  a  fortification  which  nature  and 
«rt  had  rendered  almoft  impregnable.  The  king  re- 
iblved  to  block  it  up>  and  force  it  to  fubmit:  38  batta- 
lions and  30  fquadrons  furrounded  the  camp,  whilft 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  conMing  of  28  battalions 
and  60  fquadrons,  continued  their  rout  towards  Bohe- 
mia, under  the  command  of  general  Keith. 

The  Imperial  court  had  made  fuch  a  difpofitioA 
that  two  armies  in  Bohemia  were  prepared  to  oppofe 
the  enterprizes  'of  the  Pruffiarts.  The  moft  confide- 
rable,  conunanded  by  general  Brown,  was  encamped 
near  Colin,  and  the  other  aflembled  near  .Koei\igf- 
gratz  under  prince  Piccolomini.  As  foon  as  general 
frown  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  PrufTian  army,  he 
detached  general  Wied  with  a  corps  to  encamp  near 
Nollendorf,  and  form  advanced  polls  towards  Peter- 
fwalde,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  communication  with  the 
Saxon  army  blocked  up  at  Pirna.  The  king,  to  cover 
his  troops  which  were  befieging  the  Saxon  camp,  de- 
tached prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  with  a  fmAtt 
corps  into  Bohemia.  The  duke  had  orders  io  to  cb* 
camp  as  to  be  able  to  refift  a  corps  faperior  in  num- 
bers, and  prevent  it  from  penetrating  into  Saxony. 
He  acquitted  himfelf  perfeftly  well  of  his  commilEon, 
drove  the  enemy  without  much  difficulty  fion^  Petcrf- 
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i^aldc  and  NoUendorf,  and  encamped  near  Auflig, 
Where  he  eflablifhed  his  bakehoufc.  He  next  took 
the  fortrefs  of  Tcfchen  after  a  flight  refiftance,  made 
the  garrifbn  prifoncrsj  and  fixed  his  damp  near  Johns- 
dorf.  General  BroWri,  who  was  ordered  to  deliver  the 
Saxon  arnriy  at  Pima^  changed  the  place  of  his  en- 
campment frdm  Colin  to  Budin;  On  this  intelligence, 
the  king  came  out  of  Saxorty  with  a  reinforcement, 
ftnd  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Johnsdorf.  Though  this 
Vras  an  entrenched  camp,  the  king  did  not  think  proper 
to  wait  there  for  the  eriemy,  but  took  the  refolution  of 
advancing  by  Tirmitz  and  Welmina  to  get  pofieffion 
of  the  {mflfages  of  the  mountains,  and  put  it  out  of 
Browri's  power  to  Undertake  any  thiftg  in  favour  of  the 
Saxons.  Brown  had  advanced  to  the  environs  of 
Lowofltzj  and  on  the  ift  of  Oftober^  the  king  ap- 
proaching from  Welmina  towards  that  place,  there 
was  a  battle,  in  which  both  parties  valiantly  dlfputed 
a  vidtory  with  courage,  which  terminated  in  favour  of 
the  PmflianS.  (yd)  The  firing  lafted  frdm  ftvcti  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  afterndoA.  The  Pruflian  ca- 
valry made  a  fucdelsftjl  attack  on  that  of  the  Aiiftrians; 
but  in  endeavouring  to  cledr  an  intrenchrnent,  they 
were  received  by  a  violent  fire;  and  forced  to  retire 
n^th  lofs*  The  left  wirtg  of  the  Pruflians  took  pof- 
'ftffion  ofthe  hillofLobofch  and  the  town  of  LowoGtz, 
iii  fpitc  ofthe  animated  refiftanc^of  the  enemy  j  but 
the  right  remained  tranquil  on  mount- Hbmolca,  with- 
out taking  any  part  in  the  battle.  General  Brown, 
with  his  left  wing,  covered  the  retreat  of  his  army> 
■  which  regained,  during  theriightj  the  camp  of  Budin* 
Vol.  L  K  This 
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This  want  of  fucceis  did  not  difconra^  Brown. 
Some  days  after^  he  made  a  frefh  attempt  to  deliv^ 
the  Saxons.  His  plan  was  well  conceived.  The  nth 
of  0£tober,  he  had  led  io>ooo  men  towards  Schandau 
near  the  Saxon  camp^  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe.  His 
march  was  condu&ed  with  {o  much  fecrecy  and  pre« 
caution^  that  the  PruflTians  faw  them  make  their  ap« 
pearance>  before  they  had  any  information  of  their  de^ 
fign.  The  poft  of  Scliandau  was  occupied  by  4000 
Brandenburghers.  It  was  concerted  with  the  Saxons 
that  they  Ihould  fally  out  of  their  camp  the  foUowing 
nighty  under  the  cannon  of  the/ortrels  of  Kcenigsftein  1 
and  pais  the  Elbe  to  join  the  Auftrians,  whilft  thelatter 
ihould  attack  the  Pruilians  near  Schandau,  aad  by 
that  means  prevent  them  from  obftrudting  the  paiTage. 
But  the  boats  deftined  to  traniport  them  were  not 
ready  till  the  night  after,  and  the  Saxons  themiclves 
fay  that  the  fiihermen  refufed  dieir  afliilance.  So 
true  it  is  that  there  is  a  ftrift  connexion  between  the 
obedience  of  the  fubjefts  and  the  power  of  the  fovc^ 
reign  entruited  with  the  care  of  the^r  proteftion  and 
defence.  The  fally  from  the  camp  was  tardily  per- 
formed from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  Co  that  the  Sax- 
Qns  did  not  reach  the  place  appointed.  tiU  the  i^^tb* 
Meanwhile,  the  Pruifians  had  anopfpoftunit/ton^-i 
force  themielves.  Brown  began  to  doubt  of  fucoeiih 
and  the  14th  retreated  into  Bohemia  without  attempt- 
ing the  jundtion.  The  Saxons,  beii%  no  longer  de- 
fended by  their  camp,  loft  all  courage  and  iurrendered 
themfelves  prifoners.  They  were  converted  into 
PruiEan  troopsj  and  the  regiments  obliged  to  take  an 
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oath  to  the  king,  who  appointed  officert  to  command 
them.  The  infantry  were  quartered  in  the  Pruffiaii 
towns,  and  the  cavalry  difperfed  amongthe  fquadrons  oP 
the  army,  loo  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  with  the  bag«: 
gage  and  provifions,  fell  a  prey  to  the  conqtierors,  •; 
Auguftus  demanded  that  his  guards  fljouid  hotbe 
made  prifoncrs;  but  Frederick  replied  chat  he  did 
not  wifh  to  have  the  trouble  of  taking  them  a  fecond 
time.  (71)  Auguftus,  after  lofing  his  hereditary  ftatcsy 
bis  army  and  his  guards,  was  obliged  to  receive,  as  » 
favour  from  the  hand  of  the  conqueror,  paflports  and 
poft-horfes  to  retire  to  Poland.  His  kingdom  for- 
nilhed  him  a  retreat,  and  this  was  the  only  aftiftance 
he  derived  from  it.  The  Poles  did  not  raife  a  fingic 
man,  nor  even  adopt  one  fingle  meafure  to  fuppoft 
their  king.  The  army  took  up  its  winter  quarters  in 
Saxony,  and  lived  upon  that  country. 
'  Befdre  and  after  the  invafion  of  Saxony,  the  king  of 
Pruffiahad  always  continued  to  negociate  with  the  king 
of  Poland.  (72)  But  it  appears  that  his  fole  objeA 
was  to  prevent  that  prince  from  having  time  to  take 
meafures  to  oppofe  his  operations  againft  AuftriA. 
Frederick  had  unqueftionably  no  dellre  to  make  a 
treaty,  fince  he  demanded  nothing  lefs  than  to  keep 
Saxony  during  the  war,  and  that  the  Saxon  army 
ftlould  difperfe.  )  It  is  clear  that  he  only  aAed  thus, 
to  facilitate  his  projeftsinBohemta,  and  todcar  awajv 
upon  his  paffage,  all  oppofition  whadbever.  '  Nothing 
could  be  more  prudent  than  this  condud;  he  was  toa 
well  informed  of  the  political  connedtions  of  Saxony 
to  truft  to  the  promifcs  of  Auguftus,  and  it  is  more 
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than  probable  that  he  would  have  hadreafon  to  repent 
leaving  behind  him  the  Saxon  army.  In  vain  would 
the  king  of  Poland  have  promifed  to  difperfe  it ;  the 
troops  could  eafily  have  been  again  aflembled,  and 
polled  where  he  thought  proper. 

Frederick^  having  accomplifhed  his  views  for  this 
campaign5  ordered  his  Bohemian  ^rmy  to  retire  into 
winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  and,  on  the  zoth  of  Odo^ 
htVy  the  king  went  into  Bohemia  with  a  fmall  body  of 
troops,  to  facilitate  this  retreat.  In  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, the  king's  army  went  into  winter  quarters,  fa 
as  to  be  covered  by  confiderablc  polls,  on  the  fide  of 
the  Bohemian  frontiers.  Lieutenant  general  Winter- 
feldt,  who  had  been  fent  from  Saxony  into  the  envi- 
rons of  Landftiout  and  Hirfchberg  with  fcven  batu* 
lions  and  ten  fqnadrons,  was  ftationed  between  the 
king's  army  and  thatcommandcd  by  marfhal  Schwerin 
in  Sikfia ;  and  there  was  a  chain  of  pofts  from  the 
confines  of  Moravia  as  far  as  Voigtland,  towards  the 
Bohemian  frontiers, 

On  the  fideofSilefia,  general  Schwerin  had  entered 
Bohemia  by  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  encamped  near 
Aujeft,  not  far  fi-om  Kcenigfgratz.  Not  long  after  his 
arrival,  there  was  a  bloody  fkirmifti  with  the  Auftriaa 
advanced  guard  under  general  Buccow.  The  latter 
had  detached  colonel  Lufinflci,  with  700  huflfars  and 
picked  dragoons,  towards  the  foreft  of  Obcrbles,  to 
furprizethc  advanced  pofts  guarded  by  thePrulfian 
bufiars»  The  attack  was  briflc,  but  the  regiments  of 
Wartcnbcrg  and  Wechmar  forced  them  to  retire 
with  the  lofs  of  127  prilbners.    The  Auftrian  army 

com- 
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commanded  by  general  Piccolomini  was  fo  advanta*- 
geoufly  entrenched  in  their  camp  near  Kcenigfgratzi 
at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Adler  and  the  Elbe, 
that  general  Schwerin  could  not  attack  him;  The 
aift  of  Odboberjthe  Pruffian  army  began  tlieir  retreat; 
Towards  the  frontiers  of  the  county  of  Glatz,  their 
rear-guard  had  a  fkirmifh^  which  terminated  to  their 
honour;  and  at  the  end  of  November  general  Schwc- 
rin's  army  got  likewifc  into  winter  quarters.  i'^ 

The  year  1757  is  remarkable.  The  emperor  dr* 
manded  fuccours  from  the  Hates  of  the  emipire,  who 
raifed  an  army  in  his  favour. 

The  Palatinate,  Bavaria,  Wirtemberg,  Maycnce, 
and  Wirtzbourg,  fent  auxiliary  troops  to  the  emprefs 
queen,  and  the  emperor  himfelf,  in  quality  of  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  drew  fcpme  troops  from  Florence.   ' 

During  the  whole  winter,  the  army  was  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  troops  of  the  emprefs  queen  which  came 
from  the  Low  Countries,  Italy,  Hungary,  and  all  the 
German  provinces.  Five  regiments  of  Uhlans  joined 
the  Saxon  cavalry,  and  paflcd  from  Poland  into  Mo- 
ravia. Never  had  Auftria  a  ftronger  army.  The 
command  of  it  was  given  to  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  reinforced  his  army  in  Saxony; 
and,  to  oppofe  the  light  Hungarian  troops,  he  formed 
^  fort  of  light  infantry,  ox  free  battalions^  whith  he  emi 
ployed  nearly  in  the  manner  of  the  Croats. 

But  Auftria  was  rilk  the  only  power  againft  whom 
it  became  neceflary  for  Frederick  to  defend  himfelf. 
A  Ruffian  army,  commanded  by  general  Apraxin,  ad- 
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vanced  againft  the  kbgdom  of  pruflia.  One  hundred 
thoufand  French  were  preparing  to  make  an  irruption 
into  Pruflian  Weftphalia.  The  ftates  of  Sweden  had 
ah^ady  refolved,  in  quality  of  guarantees  lOf  the  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  to  fend  an  army  into  Pomerania,  to  op- 
pofe  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  aflift  the  ftates  of  the  em- 
pire. In  the  month  of  September,  1 7 56,  the  tribunal 
of  the  empire,  or  rather  the  aulic  council,  hadfum- 
moned  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  appear  and  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  conduft,  as  a  perturbator  of  the  public 
peace.  It  .was  fignified  to  him,  that  he  muft  withdraw 
his  troops  from  Bohemia  and  Saxony ;  a  demand  to 
which  he  refufcd  compliance,  and  was,  therefore,  put 
under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  the  ftates  being  fum- 
knoned  to  iflemble  an  army  to  execute  the  fen- 
tence.(73) 

.  Whilft  Frederick  faw  that  the  coUefted  force  of  his 
enemies  amounted  to  700,000  men,  he  felt  that  with 
all  his  allies  he  could  hardly  mufter  260,000. 
.  As  fome  of  his  enemies  could  not  commence  their 
operations  till  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  he  refolved 
CO  open  the  campaign  as  early  as  pofllble,  and  attack 
with  his  whole  united  forces  the  emprefs  queen ;  a 
foe  of  all  others  die  moft  powerful,  and,  yet,  the  moft 
within  his  reach.  He  felt  that  if  he  had  the  good  for* 
tune  to  ftrike.  a  decifive  blow  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  he  fhould  flacken,  or  perhaps  totally  crulh, 
the  projefts  of  the  other  powers. 

If  the  king,  on  the  one  handirwas  ui^ed  by  thefc 
motives  to  prefs  a  decifive  a(9ion,  the  fame  reafons 
induced  the  emprefs  queen  to  purfue  a  difierent  fyflcnu 

She 
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Sfcc  nefolved  to  keep  on  the  dcfenfive,  until  her  allies 
were  able  to  take  the  field,  forefceing  that  Frederick 
would  then  be  obliged  to  divide  his  army  into  diflfe- 
rent  corps,  which  would  dtminiOi  his  forces  on  every 
fide.  She  waited  for  this  favourable  moment  to  com- 
mence her  operations,  and  in  the  interim  thought  of 
nothing  but  putting  her  pofleflions  in  fecurity  againil 
the  attacks  of  her  enemy. 

On  this  fyftem,  general  Brown  divided  his  army  into 
different  corps.  The  firflr,  which  was  commanded  by 
duke  d'Aremberg,  look  poft  near  Eger  j  the  fecond, 
under  Brown,  near  Budin ;  the  third,  under  the  com- 
mand of  count  Koinigfegg,  near  Reichenberg;  and 
the  fourth  remained  in  Moravia,  under  the  orders  of 
count  Serbelloni. 

By  this  difpofition,  the  general  thought  to  cover 
Bohemia.  Each  of  thefe  corps  was  confiderable,  and 
they  could  eafily  be  collefted  to  repulfe  the  enemy, 
where-ever  he  fhould  attempt  to  penetrate  into  that 
kingdom. 

The  king,  who  wiftied  to  enter  Bohemia,  divided 
his  army  likewife  into  four  bodies :  the  firft,  com- 
manded by  prince  Moritz,  was  near  Chemnitz  j  Fre- 
derick commanded  the  fecond  at  Lokowitz ;  the  third 
wasatZittau,  under  the  dukeof  Bevem;  and  thefourth 
in  Silefia,  commanded  by  marftial  Schwerin.  *Each 
of  thefe  corps  was  rather  in  good  force,  and  the  king 
thought  they  might  enter  feparately  into  Bohemia. 
Not  toexpofe  theflj^  however,  to  the  rilk  of  being  fe- 
parately beaten,  he  ordered  the  two  former  to  accom- 
plifh  ajun<9;ion  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  leave  in  their 

K  4  rear 
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rear  the  narrow  pafles  of  the  mountains  between  Low* 
oiitz  and  Egar.  A  fimilar  junftion  was  to  take  place, 
between  the  other  two,  on  the  Ifer,  in  the  environs  of 
Turnau.  By  thus  uniting  the  four  divifions,  he  inia- 
ginpd  he  {hould  reach  Prague,  the  general  rendezvous 
of  the  army,  in  fecurity. 

The  king,  dreading  left  the  enemy  Ihould  occupy  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains  between  Lowofitz  and  Loko* 
witz  with  a  body  of  infantry,  ordered  prince  Moritz  to 
enter  the  circle  of  Satz,  and  occupy  it  without  delay,  on 
the  fide  of  Bohemia.  This  ftep  would  doubtlefs  have 
compelled  the  enemy  to  quit  the  mountains,  to  avoid 
being  enclofed  between  thefe  two  corps.. 

In  confequcnce,  prince  Morit?  quitted  Chemnitz  in 
the  beginning  of  April,  and  advanced  diredUy  towards 
Eger  by  Zwikkawand  Plauen,  with  the  view  of  ma- 
king the  enemy  believe  he  either  had  a  defign  on  that: 
place,  or  meant  to  pafs  through  it  into  Bohemia.  The 
duke  d' Aremberg,  deceived  by  thi§  falfe  march,  col-^ 
lefted  all  his  forces  near  Eger ;  and  then  it  was  thaP 
prince  Moritz  took  another  rout,  and  marched  with 
great  rapidity  towards  the  place  of  his  deftination.  On 
the  23d  of  April  he  joined  the  king's  army  near  Linaf  * 
Frederick  had  likewife  pafled  the  mountain?  without 
^ny  great  obftacles,  after  putting  to  flight  the  Auftrians 
who  guarded  the  pofts  gf  AuQig  under  the  orders  of 
general  Draflchkowitz, 

As  the  camp  of  Budin  was  very  ftrong, being  covered 
by  the  Eger,  the  king  did  not  thSk  proper  to  attack 
it  in  front  s  and,  therefore,  he  renewed  his  march  along 
the  b^nli§  gf  the  river  towards  KQfchtit2;,  prepare^ 

bridges, 
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bridges,  and  pafTed  it:  with  his  whole  army  on  the 
morning  of  the  a6th. 

There  his  light  troops  and  van  fell  in  with  the 
troops  of  duke  d'Arcmberg,  who  was  on  his  march 
from  Eger  with  the  defiga  either  of  encamping  in  this 
country,  or  of  joining  general  Brown.  But  this  cir- 
cumftance  made  him  take  the  relblution  of  retreating 
towards  Welwarn. 

Brown,  feeing  the  king  had  pafled  the  Eger,  and  en* 
camped  on  his  left  flank,  thought  proper  to  quit  his 
pofition  near  Budin,  and  retire  towards  Prague,  which 
he  reached  without  lofing  a  fingle  man. 

The  king  now  ordered  the  bridges  of  Budin  to  be 
repaired,  the  more  eafily  to  pafs  his  convoys,  and  di- 
reded  his  march  alfo  towards  Prague,  where  he  arrived 
the  2d  of  May,  and  encamped  on  mount  Blanc,  to  the 
left  of  the  Mulda.  The  Auftrians,  now  under  the  com- 
Oiand  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  had  abandoned 
thefe  pofts  and  retreated  over  the  river. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions,  the  duke  of  Bevern  had 
glfo  moved  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  advanced  the 
fame  day  from  Zittau  towards  Reichenberg.  There 
he  found  count  Kcenigfegg  encamped  with  20,000 
jmen  in  a  valley  fituated  between  two  high  mountains. 
His  pofition  was  fuch,  that  his  right  wing  and  centre 
were  very  Ilrong,  and  it  was  not  eafy  to  attack  him  in 
firont.  The  prince  of  Bevern  having  chofcn  this  rout 
to  join  general  Schwerin,  and  finding  himfclf  obliged 
to  give  battle,  nothii;^  remained  but  to  conduifl  it  in 
the  moft  advantageous  manner.  His  troops  were  be- 
hind 
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hind  a  mi^ddy  rivulet,  which  he  could  not  pais  with- 
out being  expofedto  the  fire  oftheencmyy  before 
they  could  have  tinie  to  form.  Refolved  to  attack 
their  left  wing,  he  began  by  fending  general  Leftwitz 
beyond  the  Neiffc,  to  engage,  or  rather  to  draw  oflF  the 
attention  of  the  right  wing  fixHti  what  he  had  defigned 
tx>  execute.  He  then  gave  orders  for  the  cavalry  to 
advance  and  begin  the  adion.  The  attack  was  briflc, 
i>ut  without  fuccefs.  The  Pruffians  were  repulfed. 
The  duke,  perceiving  that  he  could  never  make  a  fuc- 
cefsful  attack  on  the  enemy's  cavalry,  {o  long,  as  the 
two  flanks  were  covered  by  infantry  and  artillery,  with- 
drew his  troops.  He  then  detached  difierent  batta- 
lions from  his  right  wing  to  afcend  the  mountains  as 
high  as  pofTible,  in  order  to  take  the  cavalry,  poftcd 
in  a  wood  at  the  foot  of  thefe  mountains,  in  flank  and 
rear.  The  order  was  punftually  executed  ;  the  ene- 
my quitted  the  wood,  and  thus  gave  the  duke's  cavalry 
the  opportunity  of  renewing  the  attack,  which  was  now 
fuccefsfuUy  efFcfted.  The  Auftrians  could  not  rcfift 
both  the  Ihock  of  the  cavalry  and  the  fire  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  infantry,  which  occupied  the  wood.  Another 
fkilful  manoeuvre  completed  the  advantage  of  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  and  the  Auftrians  were  driven  out  of 
the  valley. 

The  duke  followed  them.  They  encamped  in  an 
advantageous  pofition  at  Salkal,  and  a  frefli  aftion 
was  expefted ;  but  the  Auftrians,  learning  that  general 
Schwerin  was  on  his  march  fronlSilefia,  fuddenly  quit- 
ted  dieir  pofition,  and  retreated  towards  Prague,  to  join 

the 
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the  main  army*  The  duke  now  cffefted  his  junffioa 
with  general  Schwerin,  and  formed,  till  they  reached 
Prague,  the  left  wing  of  his  army. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  king's  troops  were  uniced 
near  Prague,  where  the  Auftrian  army  was  alio  col- 
lefted,  alnK>ft  under  the  cannon  of  the  fbrtrefs.  Thdr 
advantagebus  pofkion,  in  an  entrenched  camp,  and  fur^ 
rounded  by  batteries,  did  not  prevent  the  king  from 
attacking  them  the  next  day ;  which  brought  on  one 
of  the  moil  memorable  batdes  of  this  whole  war* 

The  king,  who  was,  on  the  5th,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Mulda,  towards  die  narrow  entrance  into  the  dry  of 
Prague,  with  the  army  he  had  brought  firom  Saxony, 
left  general  Keith  on  mount  Blanc  with  a  body  of 
troops,  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  crofled  the  Mul- 
da with  the  remainder  below  Prague,  and  on  the  mprn* 
ingof  the  6th  joined  Schwerin's  army,  which  had  palT- 
ed  the  Eibe  near  Melnic.  The  Prufiian  army  con- 
lifted  of  80,000  men.  The  Auflrians,  commanded  by 
prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  had  their  camp  defended  bn 
the  left  by  the  citadel  of  Zifkaberg,  in  the  rear  by  the 
city  of  Prague,  and  in  front  by  fteep  hills  and  batteries. 
On  the  right  was  a  marfhy  meadow,  acrofs  which  was 
a  caufeway  for  the  cannon.  The  king  remained  half 
an  hour  with  general  Schwerin  examining  the  pofition 
of  the  enemy.  (74)  The  attack  was  intended  by  the 
king  to  be  in  fix)nt.  Schwerin,  who  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  at  length  prevailed  on  the  king  to  per- 
mit him  to  advance  towards  the  right  wing  of  the  Auf- 
trians.  To  attain  this,  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  great 
circuit,  wliich  gave  the  Auftrians  time  to  ilrcngthen 

them- 
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thcmfelves  in  this  part,  and  to  take  pofleflion  of  Ibmtf 
heights.  Prince  Charles  made  the  fecond  line  of  this 
wing  advance  into  the  firft,  in  order  to  lengthen  it,  and 
as  the  left  wing  was  fufficiently  defended  by  the  city,  he 
detached  13  regiments  of  cavalry  from  it  to  the  aflif« 
tance  of  the  right.  When  the  Prulfian  cavalry  ap^ 
proached  the  caufeway,  they  found  themfelves  in  face 
of  a  line  of  104  fquadrons.  At  the  fight  of  the  Pruf- 
fians,  this  whole  line  fired  on  them  at  fifty  paces  dif- 
tance,  and  then  poured  on  them  with  fuch  impetuofity 
as  twice  to  oblige  them  to  give  way.  A  fimilar  fate 
feemed  to  await  the  Prufiian  infantry.  In  order  to 
form,  they  were  obliged  to  come  out  of  a  narrow  road, 
the  oudet  from  which  was  defended  by  twelve  pieces 
of  cannon,  whofe  fire  threw  the  infantry  into  diforder. 
The  troops  which  had  already  pafTed,  and  formed, 
were  unable  to  refift  the  enemy's  fire.  Some  regi- 
ments retreated  beyond  the  caufeway,  the  whole  left 
wing  was  beginning  to  give  way,  and  the  battle  feemed 
loft.  The  fecond  line  were  ordered  to  fire  on  the 
firft  which  was  recoiling.  Thefe  inftruftions  were  the 
caufe  of  increafing  the  carnage,  but  without  infpiring 
the  foldiers  with  additional  intrepidity.  A  fingle  he- 
roic aftion  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day.  Schweria 
was  in  the  defile.  He  faw  his  own  regiment  hefitate 
before  a  battery.  He  inftandy  fnatches  the  colours 
from  the  hands  of  an  enfign,  fiourifhes  them,  advances 
to  the  head  of  his  reginrient,  and  cries  out,  jill  an 
cowards  who  refufe  to  follow  me  I  He  marches,  they 
follow,  they  prefs  forward ;  the  regiment  advances  out 
of  the  defile,  and  Schwerin,  mortally  wounded,  falls, 

but 
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buC  ftill  grafping  the  colours  in  his  hand.  This  va- 
liant facrificey  unexampled  but  amongfl:  a  free  peo- 
ple, ( 75 )  was  the  fignal  of  vidtory.  The Pruflians  reco- 
vered their  courage ;  the  whole  line  advanced  with 
intrepidity;  prince  Henry  of  PruiTia  and  general  Zie- 
ten  performed  prodigies  of  valour.  What  appeared 
at  firft  to  have  given  the  viftory  to  the  Auflrians, 
proved  now  the  cauie  of  their  ruin..  Their  right  wing^ 
by  advancing  on  the  left  of  the  Pruffians,  had  ventured 
too  far  from  the  army.  The  king  immediately  fent 
Ibme  regiments  to  occupy  the  fpace  which  feparated 
them.  The  right  wing,  thus  cut  off,  ftood  unavoid- 
ably between  two  fires,  and,  aware  of  the  impoffibility 
of  rejoining  the  left,  fell  back  on  Benefchau. 

The  king  now  attacks  the  left  wing  with  equal  fire. 
The  carnage  is  dreadful.  The  Auftrians  give  way,  and, 
finding  themfelyes  enclofed  on  every  fide,  are  forced  to 
throw  themfelves  into  the  town.  They  expedked  to 
yait  it  by  another  gate,  but  Keith  prevented  them. 

Forty-eight  thoufandAufh*ians,  with  a  great  number 
^f  princes  and  generals,  found  themfelves  fhut  up  in 
Prague,  10,000  were  made  prifoners  by  the  Pruffians, 
mdfooo  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  field  of  battle. 
The  conqueror  took  240  pieces  of  cannon.  (76) 

Frederick  loft  10,000  men  in  this  afkion ;  and  more 
Jian  a  whole  army  in  general  Schwerin.  The  Auf- 
rians  likewife  loft  general  Brown ;  a  lofs  felt  as  fenfibly 
m  their  fide.  He  had  commanded  the  right  wing 
igainft  Schwerin,  and  died,  a  few  days  after,  of  the 
vounds  received  in  this  battle.  (77) 

The  mind  ihudders  on  reflcdting,  that  an  action  in 

which 
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which  30,000  men  were  (lain  and  wounded  on  a  few 
acres  cf  land,  in  the  fpace  of  not  many  hours,  prod^iccd 
fcarcely  any  change  in  the  fkuation  of  affairs.  It  did 
not  abate  the  rage  of  war,  nor  give  rife  to  the  leaft 
hope  of  peace.  This  battle  is  remarkable  for  the  con- 
fequences  expefted  from  it,  and  which  never  tookef*- 
fe6t.  It  was  natural  to  purfue  and  exterminate  the 
Auitrians  who  had  taken  flight,  and  to  force  thofc  who 
were  (hut  up  in  Prague,  by  fire  and  famine,  tofiirrendcr 
at  difcretion.  It  appeared  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia  would  purfue  this  mode  of  afting,  and 
the  public  opinion  fawhim  already  matter  of  Bohemia, 
before  the  Auftrians  could  oppofc  to  him  a  frelh  army. 
This  opinion  was  erroneous. 

Frederick  fent  the  duke  of  Severn  with  aOiOoometi 
in  purfuit  of  the  Auftrian  right  wing;  but  his  efibrti 
were  in  vain,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  duke,  they  formed  s 
junftion  with  another  corps  of  Auftrians  near  Cdin. 
Thefe  troops  were  augmented  by  reinforcements  from 
Moravia  and  Hungary.  In  a  fliort  time  a  confiderablc 
army  was  coUefted  there,  and  gdieral  Daun  lent  from 
Vienna  to  command  it.  (78) 

Daun  is  the  firft  general  whofe  talents  were  ealni« 
lated  to  vie  with  thofe  of  Frederick.  He  poffeflcd  the 
art  of  obferving  attentively  the  motions  of  the  king^ 
of  divining  his  intentions,  of  efcaping  from  him,  or  of 
counterafting  him  by  fkilful  manoeuvres,  and  of  avoid- 
ing a  battle  in  the  open  field,  or  at  leaft  of  never  ac- 
cepting it  but  with  the  advantage  of  ground  and  cir- 
cnmftances. 

Since  the  battle  of  Prague,  this  city  waa  inveftcd 

and 
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and  blocked  on  all  fides.  A  great  part  of  the  build- 
ings were  already  reduced  to  aihes  i  provifions  began 
to  fail ;  new  batteries  were  preparing  to  force  the  bc- 

,  fieged  to  furrender.  But  Daun's  army,  now  60,000 
ftrong,  tried  to  approach  the  town  and  raife  the  fiege* 
Bevern,  too  feeble  to  rcfift,  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
retreating.  But  the  king,  leaving  the  in veftment  under 
the  care  of  Keith,  joined  that  prince,  and  advanced  to» 
vrards  Daun  with  23  battalions  and  90  Iquadrons. 

Military  men  pretend  that  the  king  might  have 
chofen  a  pofition  whence  he  could  have  prevented 
Daun  from  penetrating  to  Prague,  or  have  obliged  him 
to  give  battle  in  the  plain,  if  he  attempted  to  force  his 
paifage.  Prague  could  only  hold  out  a  few  days; 
But  Frederick,  accuftomed  to  rufti  on  viftory,  deter* 
mined  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  was  beaten. 
•  Daun  had  taken  poll:  on  the  heights  between  Colia 
and  Planian,  and  in  this  pofition  waited  the  attack. 
His  two  wings  were  fiipported  by  little  hills,  and  de- 
jfended  by  cannon,  as  well  as  his  front.  The  king 
began  the  attack  (18  June),  with  the  grenadiers,  on 
the^flank  of  the  right  wing.  Daun  reinforced  it.  The 
Pruffiangrcnadiers,climbingupfome  deep  eminencies, 
on  this  fide  got  pofieffion  of  a  village  and  fbme  bat- 
teries, and  pulhed  the  Hank  behind  the  right  wing. 
Daun  thought  of  a  retreat,  and  had  already  written 
Jiotes  to  his  generals  pointing  out  the  place  of  rendez- 
"vous.     The  right  wing  of  the  Pruflians,  commanded 

^y  prince  Moritz,  was  not  to  engage  with  the  enemy's 
,  1)ut  to  fire  always  from  right  to  left,  to  fupport 
attack  of  the^cavahy,  who  continued  to  penetrate 

*lL        •*  more 
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more  and  more  into  the  Auflrian  right  wing.  Tlt§^ 
vi£tory  was  looked  upon  as  certam,  and  prince  Mo^ 
ritz,  burning  with  a  defire  of  taking  a  part  in  it,  made 
the  infantry  of  the  right  wing  advance  againftthe  Auf- 
trian  line.  The  latter  had  the  advantage  of  the  heights^ 
and  were  defended  by  ftrong  batteries.  The  Pruffians 
were  repulfed.  Their  lines feparating,  the  enemy's  ca-« 
valry,  and  efpecially  the  Saxon  light  horie>  took  advan- 
tage of  thia  diforder.  The  two  wings  were  cut.  The 
Auftrian  Kne  was  ftill  four  men  dcep>  a  circumftance 
gready  in  their  favour;  for,  when  the  Pruffian  grena- 
diers attacked  the  flank  of  the  right  wing,  the  two  laft 
ranks  faced  about,  and  covered  their  rear,  whilfl  the 
two  front  ranks  fuitained  the  vigorous  attack  of  the 
Pruffian  guards.  The  king  was  not  accuftomed  ta 
find  an  invincible  refiflance.  He  recommenced  the  at-< 
tack  with  reinforcements.  His  two  brothers  Hehiy 
and  Ferdinand  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  grc-' 
nadiers.  Every  frelh  attack  produced  frefh  carnage- 
One  half  of  the  Pruffian  battalions  were  Iwept  away  by 
the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  of  the  Aufhian  mufketry* 
and  their  right  wing  became  fb  weakened,  that,  after 
fcven  fucceffive  attacks,  in  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  the 
king  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  defign.  Nor  was 
the  left  wing  more  fortunate :  it  was  compelled  like- 
wife  to  give  way*  But  the  Auftrians,  taught  by  the 
recent  example  of  the  6th  of  May,  took  care  not  to 
purfue,  and  thus  cxpofe  themfelves  to  be  cut  off- 
They  kept  their  pofition,  and  towards  the  evening 
the  king  took  the  road  to  Nimboufg  with  his  army  one 
half  diminifhed.     Six  thoufand  five  hiiDdrcd  max  re^ 

maiiied 
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mained  on  the  fidd  of  battle;  upwards  of  1 2>ooo  were 
wounded,  taken^  or  deferted.  Nor  was  the  lofs  of  the 
Auftrians  lefs  conlidcrable.  (79) 

This  rcverfe  only  ferved  to  fhew  Frederick's  re- 
Iburces  in  misfortune^  His  conduft  in  thefe  circum- 
fiances  has  not  merely  filcnced  detradbion,  but  aug- 
mented the  number  of  his  admirers. 
.  After  this  batde,  he  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiegc 
of  Prague.  There  are  few  towns  the  fortune  of  which 
it  has  been  fo  often  to  have  armies  Ihut  up  in  it,  and 
to  be  befieged.  If  it  was  not  taken  on  this  occalion, 
the  conclufion  is  lefs  in  favour  of  its  ftrength,  than  in 
the  affailants  want  of  experience  in  the  art  of  fieges. 
1 70,000  bombs  or  red-hot  balls  thrown  by  the  Pruf- 
fians  deftroyed  900  edifices,  but  not  a  fmgle  work  was 
carried.  As  the  city  is  very  large,  they  were  never 
able  to  fet  fire  to  the  great  magazines  of  hay  andftraw  . 
that  were  in  the  middle.  The  Pruflians  fuffered  ftill 
further  lofles  in  their  retreat  from  Prague:  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  2500  wounded,  who  were  made  pri- 
foners,  and  (bme  pieces  of  cannon^  which  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  conquerors. 

After  the  batde  of  Colin,  the  king  divided  his  army 
into  two  corps.  He  conduced  the  firft  into  ^LSony> 
and  fent  the  other  into  Lufatia,  under  the  command  of 
the  hereditary  prince  of  Pruffia,  his  brother.  The  for- 
mer retreated  without  any  confiderable  lofs,  but  the 
army  under  the  prince  royal  was  not  fo  fortunate. 
The  grand  Auftrian  army,  fo  pofted  as  toobftru£b  t^ 
prince's  march  towards  Gabel,  attacked  major  geneflr 
Putkaouner,  who  was  in  that  place  with  a  garrifbn  of 
yoL.  I.  J^  four 
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four  weak  battalions,  and  obliged  him  to  furrendef* 
-The  capture  of  this  poft  interrupting  the  prince's  com- 
munication with  the  magazines  of  Zittau,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fcek  another  by  Kamnitz  and  Krey  witt.  In 
this  march,  the  baggage  waggons,  efcort^d  by  a  feeble 
Wttalion  of  Saxons,  were  attacked  near  Hafel.  The 
confufion  and  the  fears  of  the  drivers  occafioned  feveral 
waggons  to  run  againft  each  other  and  break.  Seve- 
ral pontoon|were  overturned.  The  enemy  plundered 
a  great  deal  of  baggage,  and  feized  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  horfes.  The  Pandours,  who  had  taken  poft  be- 
hind an  abattis  haftily  conftrufted,  fired  on  the  prince's 
troops,  whilft  others  were  attacking  the  baggage. 
A  free  company  of  Pruflians  and  the  chaflcurs  madd 
the  circuit  of  the  abattis,  attacked  the  Pandours  and 
obliged  them  to  retire.  As  the  waggons  totally  block- 
ed up  the  road,  it  was  neceffary  ta  break  them  ta 
pieces,  and  leave  the  baggage  on  the  fpot,  with  the 
exception  alone  of  fuch  as  became  abfblutcly  requifitc. 
The  prince  was  forced  to  make  a  circuit  to  reach  Zit- 
tau, and  the  Auftrians  by  taking  the  fhorteft  road  ar- 
rived before  him,  and  pofleffed  themfelves  of  the  ad- 
vantageous poft  of  Eckerft>erg.  The  army  had  been 
three  days  in  want  of  bread,  but  general  Winterfeldt 
had  tfe  good  fortune  to  procure  fome  from  Zittau. 
As  loon  as  the  enemy's  batteries  were  ready,  he  began 
to  bombard  the  town,  but  fix  battalions  of  the  garri- 
fon  fallied  out,  and  fafely  joined  the  army.  A  batta- 
^n  of  grenadiers,  formed  fr6m  the  Saxon  regiments, 
^at  the  chamade,  forced  one  of  the  gates  of  the  town, 
and  all  but  about  100  men  who  joined  the  army,  fled 
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to  the  enemy.  Colonel  DiHcke,  the  commandant  of 
the  town,  was  cut  off  from  his  own  troops  by  a  fallen 
houfe,  and  made  prifoner,  as  well  as  major  Kleift,  of 
the  regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry,  \rtth  the  colour 
divifion.  ^ . 

The  prince  retreated  with  the  utmtJik  expedition 
towards  Bautzen,  that  he  might  draw  his  fubfiftencc 
from  Drefden.  The  king  here  joined  him  with  fixteen 
battalions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons,  (8^  and  took 
the  command  of  the  army.  Marlhal  Keith,  who  had 
remained  in  Bohemia  with  30  battalioni  and  60  fqua- 
drons, in  the  environs  of  Linay,  returned  to  Saxony  by 
NoUendorf,  towards  the  end  of  July.  Prince  Moritz 
remained  near  Cotta  to  cover  Drefden,  and  Keith  ad- 
vanced towards  Roth-Nauflitz  to  fecure  the  commu- 
nication between  Bautzen  and  Drefden.  On  the  i6th 
of  Auguft,  iwkifig,  after  recalling  his  detachments, 
fet  out  for  Zittau.  But  he  found  the  enemy  in  fo  ad- 
vantageous a  pofition,  that  to  have  made  the  fmalleft 
attempt  would  have  been  temerity.  Exclufive  of  thefe 
obftacles,  other  affiurs  demanded  his  prefencc  in  Sax- 
ony. 

The  battle  of  Colin  feemed  to  have  been  a  fignal 
for  the  Ruffians,  the  French,  the  troops  of  the  cril|>ire, 
and  the  Swedes.  It  was  difficult  either  to  defend  or 
fuccour  Pruffian  ftates,  widely  as  they  were  difperfcd^ 
and  conGfting  of  fc vcral  narrow' countries.  The  king- 
dom of  Pruffia  and  the  duchy  of  Clcves  are  nrK>re  than 
320  leagues  diftant  from  each  other.  Pomerania  anfl|^ 
Silefia  are  more  than  160  leagues  removed.  Pruffiar 
had  an  army  of  30^000  men,  but  in  the  month  of  June 
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general  Apraxin  appeared  there  with  100,000  Ruffians. 
MarflialLeuwald,  who  commanded  the  Pruffian  army, 
found  himfelf  too  weak  to  go  and  meet  them,  and  was 
foon  obliged  to  retreat  in  order  to  cover  Koningfbcrg, 
for  which  purpofe  he  took  poll  near  Wehlau.  The 
Ruffians  laid  wafte  the  country,  and  Leuwald  at  length 
rcfolved  to  attack  them,  notwithftanding  their  fuperi- 
ority  of  numbers.  The  aftion  took  place  tlie  30th  of 
Auguft  nSlr  Gros-Jaggerfdorf.  At  the  beginning, 
the  Ruffians  had  the  advantage.  The  firft  attack  had 
been  made  on  their  left  wing,  and  the  dragoons  and 
huflars  had  taken  a  battery.  But  as  the  infantry  were 
not  near  enough  to  fupport  them,  and  there  were  other 
batteries  behind  the  former,  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire. The  right  wing  of  the  Ruffians  was  put  to 
flight,  and  purfued  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  •  The 
regiment  of  Plettenberg  attacked  die  afentry  in  rear 
and  flank,  and  took  a  battery  of  10  cannon;  but  the 
Pruffian  infantry  of  the  left  wing  being  too  diftant  to 
fupport  it,  this  advantage  was  but  momentary.  Ge- 
neral Romanzow  arriving  with  a  corps  de  referve,  the 
Pruffians  fell  into  diforder,  and  Leuwald  led  them  back 
to  the  camp  of  Wehlau. 

The  Pruffians  lofl:  4000  men  and  I2  pieces  of  can- 
non»  The  Ruffians,  for  fome  time  after  the  battle, 
remained  near  Ja?gerfdorf,  without  making  any  move- 
ment. In  September,  they  retired  towards  Tilfit,  and 
from  thence  to  Memel.  The  want  of  provifions 
rved  as  a  pretext  for  this  retreat^  but  the  event  has 
proved,  that  the  chancellor  Beflxichef,  fearing  the 
death  of  the  emprefs,  who  was  then  ill,  and  having  form-. 
.  •     '  cd 
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cd  projects  of  revolutions,  had,  oF  liis  own  authority, 
recalled  general  Apraxin,  who  was  his  friend.  At  the 
end  of  September,  the  Ruffians  had  quitted  all  Pruffia, 
except  Memel.  In  November,  Leuwald  withdrew 
with  his  troops  into  Pomerania,  leaving  only  two  gar- 
rifon  battalions,  fome  provincial  regiments,  and  6q 
huflars  in  Pruffia. 

It  was  nearly  at  this  period,  that  1 7,000  Swedes  had' 
paffed  the  Baltic,  and  in  September,  after  croffing  the 
Peene,  entered  Pruffian  Pomerania,  when?  -  there  was 
no  obftacle  to  interrupt  them  from  penetrating  into  the 
marche  of  Brandeobourg.  Even  an  incopfiderable 
Englilh  fquadron,  ftationed  in  the  Baltic,  would  have 
proved  equal  to  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  an  infur- 
mountable  impediment  not  only  to  their  progrefs,  but 
to  that  of  the  Ruffians.  Such  a  naval  aid  did  not, 
however,  make  its  appearance. 

Frederick  Kad  nb  troops  with  which  he  could  offer 
them  refinance.  The  ftates  of  Pomerania  propofed  to 
him  to  levy  i  o  battalions  of  provincial  militia,  to  which 
he  confented,  that  he  might  at  leaft  be  able  to  put  a  gar- 
rifon  into  Stettin.  This  accordingly  took  place.  He 
alfo  fent  into  this  province  major  general  Manteufel 
with  the  regiments  of  Bevern  and  prince  Moritz,  and 
gave  him  the  conimahd  of  the  troops  againtt  the 
Swedes.  The  latter  took  without  difficulty  AnJlam, 
Demmin,  Pafe^lk,  Wollin,  and  Prentzlau.  At  the 
beginning  of  November,  general  Ungern  left  Anclara  - 
with  the  main  body  of  the  Swedifh  army,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Ferdinandlhoff.  About  this  time  general^ 
Leuwald  arrived  with  his  forces  in  the  ^environs  of 
:  L  3  Stettin, 
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Stettin,  on  which  the  Swedes  retired  into  the  part  of 
Pomerania  which  belongs  to  them.  The  Pruffians  re- 
took WoUin  and  Anclam,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
they  were  already  on  the  Swedilh  territory. 

The  French  army,  having  been  reinforced  by  fomc 
Auftrian  battalions  commanded  by  general  Dombaflc, 
and  feme  Palatine  regiments,  pafled  the  Rhine  in  April, 
*to  encamp  in  the  environs  of  Duffeldorf,  and  prepared 
to  attack  bodi  Hanover  and  the  Pruffian  ftates.  The 
king  had  no  forces  fufficient  to  cover  his  provinces  in 
Weftphalia  againft  fo  powerful  an  army.  He  gave 
orders  for  the  evacuation  ofWefel,  (81)  fo  that  the 
French  took  pofleffion  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  and 
Guelderland  without  any  refiftance.  Not  a  garrifon 
was  left  but  in  the  fingle  fortrefs  of  Gueldres,  and  ibis 
they  endeavoured  to  render  as  impregnable  as  pofliblc 
by  furrounding  inundations.  Frederick  had  com- 
mitted the  defence  of  this  country  tJi  his  allies  of 
Hanover,  Brunfwick,  and  Hefle.  Their  troops  formed 
an  army  of  obfervation  of  about  50,000  men,  com- 
manded by  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  They  were 
unable  to  prevent  the  French  from  palling  the  Wefer, 
and  were  beaten  the  26th  of  July,  near  Haftenbeck,  by 
marflial  d'Eftrees. 

From  this  period,  the  combined  army  continued  re- 
treating towards  Stade,  and  at  length  were,  forced  to 
qonclude>  on  the  8th  of  September,  at  Ciofter-SeveOi 
(82)  a  convention,  which  deprived  the  Hanoveriafl 
tnd  Brunfwick  troops  of  all  adivity,  and  enabled  the 
French  to  march  without  any  obftaclc  agsunft  the 
Prqflian  ftates.     This  convention  was  the  work  of 
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marlhal  Richelieu,  who  by  court  intrigues  had  found" 
the  means  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  army. 

The  marfhal,  who  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  oppofe 
his  progrefs,  retired  into  the  territory  of  Brunfwick,  and 
eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Wolfenbuttel.  He 
fent  his  light  troops  into  the  old  marche,  and  to  Priegrc 
nitz,  as  well  as  into  the  principality  of  Halberftadt, 
laid  all  the  provinces  under  contribution,  and  placed  a 
garrifon  at  Regenftein,  which  before  was  only  guarded 
by  80  invalids.     His  plan  was  to  take  Magdebourg. 

Twenty  thoufand  men  levied  by  the  empire  were 
aflembled  near  Nuremberg,  (83)  and  inAuguft  form-t 
ed  a  jundtion  with  a  French  army  under  the  prince 
of  Soubife.  Thefe  troops,  reinforced  by  Ibme  Auftrian 
regiments,  paffed  foon  after  into  Saxony. 

After  the  battle  of  Colin,  the  grand  Auftrian  army 
had  retreated  towads  Lufatia,  under  the  orders  of  prince 
Charles  and  Daun.  The  prince  of  Severn  was  deftined 
to  oppofe  it,  but  found  himfelf  too  weak.  In  Sep- 
tember he  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Lufatia,  and, 
paJSing  theBober  near  Bunzl^w,  retire  into  Silefia.  The 
Auftrians  followed  him  ftep  by  ftep  to  the  very  gate$ 
of  Bfeflaw. 

The  king  was  with  another  army  near  Naumbourg, 
for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  motionsof  the  French. 
In  thefe  circunjftances,  the  Hungarian  general  H«d^ 
dick  flipped  by  Lower  Lufatia  into  the  heart  rf  the 
marche  of  Brahdenbourg,  with  4000  light  troops. -gnd 
a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  Maria  Thercfa  had  the  fa^ 
tisfatSjon  of  pofleffing  twenty-four  hours  the  capita!  of 
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Stettin,  on  which  the  Swedes  retired  into  the  part  of 
Pomerania  which  belongs  to  them.  The  Pruffians  re- 
took WoUin  and  Anclam,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
they  were  akeady  on  the  Swedilh  territory. 

The  French  army,  having  been  reinforced  by  fbmc 
Auflxian  battalions  commanded  by  general  Dombafle, 
and  feme  Palatine  regiments,  pafled  the  Rhine  in  April, 
•to  encamp  in  the  environs  of  Duffeldorf,  and  prepared 
to  attack  bodi  Hanover  and  the  Pruffian  ftates.  The 
king  had  no  forces  fufEcient  to  cover  his  provinces  in 
Weftphalia  againft  fo  powerful  an  army.  He  gave 
orders  for  the  evacuation  ofWefel,  (81)  fo  that  the 
French  took  pofleffion  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  and 
Guelderland  without  any  refiftance.  Not  a  garrifon 
was  left  but  in  the  fingle  fortrefs  of  Gueldres,  and  ibis 
they  endeavoured  to  render  as  impregnable  as  poffible 
by  furrounding  inundations.  Frederick  had  com-! 
mitted  the  defence  of  this  country  1S6'  his  allies  of 
Hanover,  Brunfwick,  and  Hefle.  Their  troops  formed 
an  army  of  obfervation  of  about  50,000  men,  com- 
manded by  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  They  were 
unable  to  prevent  the  French  from  pafling  the  Wefer, 
and  were  beaten  the  26th  of  July,  near  Haftenbeck,  by 
marflial  d*Eftrees. 

From  this  period,  the  combined  army  continued  re- 
treatfcg  towards  Stade,  and  at  length  were. forced  to 
qonclqde>  on  the  8th  of  September,  at  Clofter-Sevcn, 
(82)  a  convention,  which  deprived  the  Hanoverian 
tnd  Brunfwick  troops  of  all  activity,  and  enabled  the 
'ViFrcnch  to  march  wi.thout  any  obftacle  againft  the 
Prqffian  ftata^s.    This  convention  was  the  work  of 
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marlhftl  Richelieu,  who  by  court  intrigues  had  found* 
the  means  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  army. 

The  marfhal,  who  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  oppofe 
his  progrefs,  retired  into  the  territory  of  Brunfwick,  and 
eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Wolfenbuttel.  tfe 
fent  his  light  troops  into  the  old  marche,  and  to  Priegn 
nitz,  as  well  as  into  the  principality  of  Halberftadt, 
laid  all  the  provinces  under  contribution,  and  placed  a 
garrifon  at  Regeriftein,  which  before  was  only  guarded 
by  80  invalids.     His  plan  was  to  take  Magdebourg. 

Twenty  thoufaiid  men  levied  by  the  empire  were 
affembled  near  Nuremberg,  (83)  and  in  Auguft  form-t 
ed  a  jundtion  with  a  Frendi  army  under  the  prince 
of  Soubife,  Thefe  troops,  reinforced  by  Ibme  Auftrian 
regiments,  paffed  foon  after  into  Saxony. 

After  the  battle  of  Colin,  the  grand  Auftrian  army 
had  retreated  towads  Lufatia,  under  the  orders  of  prince 
Charles  and  Daun.  The  prince  of  Severn  was  deftined 
to  oppofe  it,  but  found  himfelf  too  weak.  In  Sep- 
tember he  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Lufatia,  and, 
paffing  theBober  near  Bunzl^w,  retire  into  Silefia.  The 
Auftrians  followed  him  ftep  by  ftep  to  the  vefry  gate$ 
ofBfeflaw,  : 

The  king  was  with  anotlier  army  near  Naumbourg, 
for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  motionsof  the  Frei;K:h. 
In  thefe  circunjftances,  the  Hungarian  general  H«d^ 
dick  flipped  by  Lower  Lufatia  into  the  heart  rf  the 
marche  of  Brahdenbourg,  with  4000  light  troops.^nd 
a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  Maria  Therefa  had  the  fa^ 
tisfat3ion  of  pofleffing  twenty-four  hOurs  the  capita!  of 
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Frederick.  Berlin  was  laid  under  contribution  on  the 
1 6th  of  Oftober.  Haddick*s  enterprize  ftrikes  us  at 
firft  fight  with  aftonifliment,  but  it  was  in  faft  attended 
with  little  difficulty.  The  city  of  Berlin  has  neither 
rannparts  nor  ditches  j  it  is  only  furrounded  by  palli- 
fades  defigned  to  hinder  the  clandeftine  entrance  of 
finugglers.  ^he  garrifon,  which  in  time  of  peace  con- 
fifts  of  25,odo  men,  was  then  only  compofed  of  five 
feeble  battalions  of  provincial  militia.  Two  of  thefe 
battalions,  refitting  at  the  gate,  were  either  cut  to  pieces 
or  made  prifoners.  The  others  efcorted  the  queen, 
the  princeflbs,  and  the  commandant  of  the  city,  who 
cfcaped  to  Spandau.  The  conduft  of  the  conqueror 
was  prudent,  his  demands  moderate,  and  the  difcipline 
admirable.  When  we  refleft  that  he  was  at  the  head 
of  atroopofpartizans,  whom  the  hope  of  booty  had 
rendered  indefatigable,  and  who  imagine(J  they  had  a 
right  to  pillage  a  town  without  defence,  we  cannot  but 
be  furprized  at  their  moderation.  And  they  feem.ed 
to  be  fo  much  the  more  authorized  to  purfue  a  diffe- 
rent conduft,  as  fevcral  of  the  citizens  had  mixed  with 
the  garrifon,  and  an  Hungarian  colonel,  called  Bobok- 
zai,  had  been  wounded  by  a  butcher.  Haddick  de- 
manded 300,000  crowns.  As  tliis  fiim  was  not  paid 
at  the  appointed  time,  he  took  poflcflion  of  the  gates, 
and  increafcd  his  demand  to  500,000  ;  but  at  length 
contented  himfelf  with  200,000. 

At  the  fame  time,  Schweidnitz  was  befieged  by  ge- 
neral Nadafti. 

The  combined  army  of  the  French  and  the  empire 
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Iprcad  itfelf  over  the  environs  of  Lcipfic,  and  the 
king  had  enfeebled  his  by  fending  away  detachments 
to  cover  Brandenbourg. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  king  of  Pniflia  and 
his  ftates,  towards  the  end  of  Odbober.  In  Auguft> 
the  tribunal  of  the  empire  had  declared  him  ftripped 
of  all  his  dignities  and  poffeffions  in  the  empire.  At 
tliis  period,  he  feemed  deftitute  of  all  rcfourccs  what- 
ibever,  (84)  and  yet  he  drew  them  from  his  own  ge- 
nius, and  above  all  from  fortune ;  perfevering  through 
the  execution  of  his  plan  with  as  much  confidence  as 
if  he  had  been  fure  of  viftory.  His  firft  ftep  was  to 
inarch  againfl:  the  combined  army.  He  had  not  30,000 
men,  whereas  the  combined  army  confided  of  up- 
ivardsof  6o,ooo». 

At  the  king's  approach,  Soubife  paflcd  the  Sale, 
burnt  the  bridges,  and  encamped  advantageoufly  near 
Micheln,  between  the  Sale  and  the  Unftrut,  'the 
king  repaired  the  bridges,  followed  the  enemy,  and  en- 
camped oppofite  to  him,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
near  the  village  of  Rofbach.  On  the  fifth,  a  battle 
took  place,  which  may,  perhaps,  without  an  outrage  to 
humanity,  be  confidered  as  lefs  fierce  and  fanguinary 
than  diverting.  But  litrie  blood  was  fpilt.  Stratagem 
iupplied  the  want  of  force  j   the  vanquiflicd  hardly 

^  thought  of  defending  themfelves,  and  owed  their  defeat 

'''  to  a  panic. 

The  king's  ftratagem  confifted  in  drawing  the  enc- 

•  my  fi^om  his  advantageous  pofition,  and  in  inviting  hii 
attack  towards  the  left  flank,  where  he  wiihed  it  to  be 

^'  made.    The  batde  of  Colin  had  iaipired  Frederick 

?  with 
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vith  more  prudence,  znd  his  enemies  with  more  cm- 
fidcnce.  The  combined  army  had  in  front  an  emi- 
nence and  ftrong  batteries.  The  right  wing,  formed 
by  the  troops  of  the  circlesi  was  defended  by  woods  and 
abattis,  and  moraffes  prevented  every  approach  to  the 
kft  wing.  On  the  4th  of  November,  Frederick  made 
his  army,  whidi  was  before  in  order  of  battle,  return 
into  the  camp.  The  enemy  imputed  this  conduct  ta 
fear  and  irrefolution  in  the  Pruffians,  and  were  con- 
firmed in  this  idea,  on  feeing  them  abandon  their  camp 
as  if  in  difordcr.  Soubife,  fearing  this  little  army 
fliould  efcape  him,  determined  to  furround  it  the  next 
day,  and  either  to  take  or  to  deftroy  it. 

Agreeably  to  this  plan,  his  army  got  into  motion  on 
the  5th  of  November,  in  the  morning*  The  two  wings 
filed  in  columns  to  the  right  and  left,  to  turn  tlic 
Pruffian  wings,  and  take  them  in  the  rear.  Saint  Gcr* 
main  approached  the  Pruffians  with  the  point  of  the 
oppofite  line,  in  order  to  conceal  the  movement  of  the 
right  wing,  which  was  to  pafs  behind  the  Pruffian  ar- 
my. On  that  fide,  their  columns  had  advanced,  under 
the  orders  of  prince  Soubife  and  Hildbourghaufen,  as 
far  as  the  Pruffian  left  wing,  and  had  begun  to  turn  its 
rear.  The  pofition  of  the  French  army  may  be  faid 
to  have  refembled  a  bow,  the  ftring  of  which  was 
formed  by  the  Pruffian  army. 

It  was  noon  when  the  king  finiflied  his  obfenrations 
on  the  enemy's  motions,  and  difcovered  their  whole 
plan.  He  ordered  the  army  to  dine  in  camp,  dined 
himfelf  quietly  at  Rofbach,  and  did  not  get  into  motion 
till  one  o'clock.  -  He  -firft  made  a  feint  of  retreating 

towards 
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towards  Merfebourg.  The  tents  were  prepared ;  the 
army  feemed  to  wifli  to  avoid  the  attack ;  a  fmall 
eminence  concealed  them  from  the  enemy.  The  lat- 
ter, fearful  of  lofing  the  opportunity,  hurried  to  inter- 
cept the  Pruffians.  But  Seidlitz,  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  who  had  only  followed  the 
road  to  Merfebourg  till  he  was  out  of  fight,  no  fooner 
faw  himfelf  concealed  by  the  heights,  than  he  returned 
to  join  the  left  of  the  Pruffians,  and  found  himftlf  on 
the  flank  of  the  combined  army.  The  latter  ftill  kept 
advancing  on  the  high  grounds,  thinking  they  were  in 
purfuit  of  a  routed  enemy,  when,  on  a  fuddcn,  they 
found  the  Pruffians  in  order  of  battle,  with  a  range  of 
batteries.  Seidlitz  immediately  precipitates  himfelf 
with  his  cavalry  on  the  enemy.  The  Auftrian  cavalry 
regiments  of  Brctlach  and  Trautman0orf  made  a  vi- 
gorous reliftance,  but  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  a 
fccond  fhock,  as  impetuous  as  the  firft.  The  reft  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  inftantly  followed  them  fiill  gal- 
lop ;  as  did,  loon  after,  the  whole  army.  The  right 
wing,  which  was  advancing,  was  difturbed  by  thefud- 
den  appearance  of  a  line  of  Pruffians,  and  by  the  con- 
tinual fire  of  the  heavy  and  light  artillery.  Diforder 
took  place  among  the  foldiers ;  time  was  not  allowed 
them  to  form  in  columns  in  order  of  battle.  Soubife 
attempted  an  attack  with  the  bayonet,  without  firing, 
but  unfuccefsfuUy.  The  Pruffian  infantry  ftill  kept 
advancing  and  firing  as  if  at  exercife.  The  French 
iecmcd  to  acknowledge  them  for  their  niafters,  and 
|kd.  It  is  remarked,  to  the  honour  of  the  Swi(s,  that 
their    brigades  ftood  firm  the    longeft>    nor   did 

they 
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they  give  way  (ill  prince  Soubifc  ordered  dieiti  to  re- 
treat. 

The  left  wing  of  the  enemy  did  not  wait  the  attack^ 
but  fought  for  fafety  by  flying  on  another  fide.  The 
rout  was  general,  and  the  viftory  complete.  The 
Pruflians  loft  only  one  colonel,  and  not  more  than  1 500 
men  killed  and  wounded.  Nor  is  this  difficult  to  be 
conceived  ;  for,  befides  the  cavalry,  there  were  but 
twelve  battalions  of  the  Pruflian  left  wing  engaged,  and 
the  battle  only  lafted  two  hours.  The  French,  although 
forbidden  to  fire,  and  ordered  to  charge  only  with  the 
bayonet,  in  both  inftances  neglefted  to  obey.  They 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled  with  the  utmofl:  pre- 
cipitation. 

Not  above  2000  men  were  left  on  th^eld  of  battle ; 
but  there  were  upwards  of  6000  prifoners,  among 
whom  were  1 1  generals,  and  250  officers.  The  greatcft 
part  of  the  army  would  have  been  either  maflfacred  or 
taken,  had  not  night  come  to  the  relief  of  the  fugitives. 
The  Pruffians  took  likewife  72  cannon,  22  ftandards, 
and  a  great  number  of  croffes  of  St.  Louis,  which  the 
bulTars  fattened  to  their  button-holes. 
.  The  king  went  to  vifit  all  the  wounded  officers,  and 
faid,  /  camof  accuftom  my/elf  to  look  upon  the  French  as 
my  enemies.  From  this  moment  Frederick  had  not 
more  zealous  admirers  than  the  French.  They  con- 
fidered  him  as  the  hero  of  his  a^e,  as  fuperior  to  all 
his  enemies  in  the  military  art ;  and  this  idea  dimi- 
nifhed  the  chagrin  of  their  defeat.  Thus  reafoned  the 
heroes  of  Homer,  and,  throughout  the  times  of  ancient 
chivalry^  every  adventurous  knight  has  found  a  cqnfo- 

lation 
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lation  for  his  defeat  in  the  idea  diat  a  vicSlwious  anta- 
gonift  has  derived  aid  either  from  fomeintcrpofing  but 
invifible  deity ;  from  fome  tutelary  faint ;  or  fome  ta- 
lifnian  of  which  the  operations  were  irrcfiftiblc. 

Few  viftories  have  produced  fo  general  a  fenfation- 
It  appeared  as  if  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  elpoufed  the 
caufe  of  nations  againft  the  French;  and  the  Germans 
themfelves,  the  allies  of  the  French,  who  had  put  Fre- 
derick under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  confidered  this  day 
as  a  day  of  national  triumph.  (85) 

The  beaten  troops  difperfed  themfelves  on  all  fides, 
and  broke  down  the  bridges  for  fear  of  a  purfuit.  The 
king  could  not  carry  to  greater,  lengths  the  example 
which  he  had  fet  them;  becaufe  a  more  urgent  dan- 
ger required  his  prefence  in  Silefia,  where  he  was  me- 
naced with  the  total  lofs  of  that  province.  Maria- 
Therefa  declared  that  (he  thought  herfelf  juftificd  in 
recovering  Silefia,  fince  Frederick,  by  his  iiu'oad  into 
Bohemia,  had  violated  the  articles  of  thofe  treaties  by 
which  it  was  ceded  to  him.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  this  conqueft  fhould  form  the  principal  objed 
of  the  plan  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  Since  this  province 
had  fallen  under  the  Pruflian  government,  its  value 
was  become  better  known.  A  more  intelligent  admi- 
niftration,  without  any  new  impofts,  enabled  the  king 
to  maintain  there  an  army  of  30,000  men ;  and  the 
court  of  Vienna  now  experienced,  for  the  firft  time, 
that  the  mountains  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia  were  but 
feeble  barriers  againft  fo  powerful  a  neighbour. 

The  Auftrian  light  troops  had  ravaged  Silefia  on  all 
fides,  and  ruined  that  province  by  continual  contri- 

butlons« 
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butions.  There  was  no  army  ftrong  enough  to  refift 
them»  and  the  fortreffes  were  without  defence.  Major 
generals  Keytzen  and  Mitzfcheval  had  attacked  the 
Auftrian  colonel  Janus,  on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  near 
Landlhout,  but  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lo(s : 
in  confequence,  major  general  Grumkow  had  been  fent 
into  Silcfia  with  a  body  of  troop?,  and  the  prince  of 
Bevem  had  orders  to  encamp  advantageoufly  near 
Gcerlitz,  and  never  to  lofe  fight  of  the  communication 
with  Silefia.  His  camp  at  Gcerlitz  was  fo  difpofed  as 
to  render  it  no  eafy  matter  to  attack  him  to  advant^e. 
Lieutenant  general  Winterfeldt  was  on  the  other  fide 
die  Neifle  mth  another  corps,  and  in  his  front  was  the 
hill  ofHolzberg,  on  which  two  battalions  were  en- 
camped. On  the  7th  of  September,  the  enemy  made 
an  attack  with  fuperior  forces,  and  there  was  an  afUbn, 
in  which  general  Winterfeldt  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  the  hill  abandoned  after  a  vigorous  refiftancc. 
The  Auftrians  took  fome  cannon  and  colours,  and 
made  300  prifoners,  among  whom  were  general  Kan-* 
naker,  and  the  count  of  Anhalt,  who  was  wounded. 
The  prince  of  Bevern  drew  to  his  camp  of  Gcerlitz 
the  body  of  troops  ftationed  at  Bautzen  under  general 
Rebentifch.  After  this  retreat,  the  enemy  took  pbf&C^ 
fion  of  Bautzen,  and  made  the  free  battalion  of  Chol^ 
Cgnon,  who  were  left  in  the  caftic,  prifoners.  Tlic 
10th  of  September,  Bevern  marched  towards  Silcfia, 
pafled  the  Quels  without  oppofition,  and  arrived  at 
Bunzlaw.  The  Croats,  who  followed  him,  were  re- 
pulfed  by  the  free  battaliorts,  fupported  by  the  regi- 
ment of  Brunfwick.    As  Bcvern's  main objed  was  to 

cover 
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cover  Breflaw,  he  continued  his  march  towards  that 
city  by  Lignitz.  On  his  arrival  near  Breflaw,  he 
formed  an  entrenched  camp,  and  the  Auftrian  army 
of  100,000  men  ftrong,  after  receiving  their  Bavarian 
and  Wirtemberg  reinforcennents,  continued  to  follow 
him,  and  encamped  over  againft  him* 

The  Auftrians,  who  were  ftrong  enougli  to  divide, 
detached  a  confiderable  corps  under  general  Nadafti, 
to  lay  fiege  to  Schweidnitz,  whilft  Severn's  army  was 
diminiftiing  every  day,  by  the  detachments  he  was  ob- 
Sged  to  fend  to  ftrengthen  the  Silefian  garrifons* 
When  all  thefe  had  proceeded  to  Schweidnitz,  Glogau, 
Brieg,  and  Cofel,  he  hadfcarcely  25,000  men  remain- 
ing. Major  general  Sers  commanded  the  fortrefe  of 
Schweidnitz,  which  he  had  himfelf  conftrudled.  It 
was  invefted  the  13th  of  Oftober,  and  taken  by  aflauk 
on  the  1 2th  of  November.  The  befiegers  confifted  of 
more  than  30,000  men,  and  the  fiege  was  dirc6ted  by 
colonel  de  Riverfon,  a  French  engineer.  The  garri- 
fon,  compofed  of  6000  men  and  upwards,  and  provi- 
ded with  every  thing,  defended  itfelf  with  courage. 
The  befiegers,  confifting  chiefly  of  Bavarians  and  Wir- 
tembergcrs,  loft  1500  men.  Four  generals,  and  3000 
men  of  the  garrifon,  were  made  prifbners.  This  fur- 
render  was  made  much  againft  their  will,  and  tlic 
greateft  part  of  them  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  the 
conqueror.  Sers,  who  concluded  the  capitulation,  felt 
apparently,  either  that  the  fortrefs  was  not  flxong 
enough,  or  that  his  force  was  infufficient  to  defend  it. 
The  enemy  found  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
a  confiderable  military  cht&u    This  acquifition  was  of 

great 
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great  importance  to  the  Auftrians,  to  whom  it  opened 
a  free  communication  with  Bohemia*  A  few  days 
after,  Nadafti*s  corps  joined  the  army  near  Breflaw. 

The  prince  of  Severn,  entrenched  in  his  camp,  had, 
in  his  front,  the  Lohe,  a  marlhy  rivukt,  and  a  chain 
of  villages,  parapets,  and  batteries  ^  on  his  right,  the 
Oder ;  on  his  left,  entrenchments ;  and  the  city  in  his 
rear.  As  footi  as  the  Auffa-ians  heard  of  the  Prui&an 
viftory  at  Rolbach,  and  that  the  king  was  on  his 
march  to  Silefia,  they  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in  I 
attacking  the  princess  camp  before  his  arrival.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2 2d  of  November,  they  pafled  the 
Lohe,  after  forcing  the  Pruffian  batteries  on  that  fide. 
Towards  noon  the  fire  of  the  mufketry  began.  The 
combat  was  obftinate  and  bloody.  Every  ftep  the 
Auftrians  took  coft  them  thoufands  of  lives  j  but  they 
had  numbers  wherewithal  to  replace  them. 

Nadafti,  who  formed  the  right  wing  with  the  corps 
he  commanded,  found  himfelf  oppofed  to  general 
Zieten,  and  was  obliged  to  give  way.  The  Auftrians 
thought  the  battle  loft  on  that  fide.  The  Pruffians 
defended  the  camp  till  the  evening,  when  thejr  re- 
treated towards  the  town.  But  the  prince  of  Bevem 
thought  himfelf  too  weak  to  expofe  himfelf  to  a  fecond 
attack  from  an  enemy  fo  fuperior  in  numbers.  He 
traverfed  the  city,  paflTed  the  Oder  the  next  day,  and 
abandoned  Breflaw  to  the  defence  of  a  garrifbn  of 
3000  men. 

Bevern's  conduft  has  been  condemned.  The 
Auftrian  officers  themfelves  declared,  that,  on  the  very 
evening  of  the  battle,  they  did  not  think  themfelves 

fo 
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fo  near  a  viftory.  Their  lofs  was  computfcd  at  20>ood 
men,  killed  and  wounded.  Even  granting  tKe  Pruf- 
fiaiis  to  have  loft  only  io,(5oo  nni^n,  thi»  cirdiimftance 
^vas  fufficient  to  juftify  the  fedrs  of  Severn.  Two 
days  after  the  battle,  the  prince  df  Severn,  having  ad^^ 
vancedon  horfeback  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  was 
himfelf  taken  priibnen  It  is  not  knowri  whethei*  this 
happened  by  imprudence^  or  whether  he  did  not  prefer 
captivity  amongft  the  Auftrians^  to  his  fituation  as 
general  of  a  beaten  army.  (86) 

Two  days  after  this  viftory,  the  Atiftriafis  took 
Breflaw.  A  garriibn  of  3600  men  was  unable  to  de- 
fend this  vaft  place  againft  an  army  fo  powerful  as  that 
of  the  Ailftrians*  The  difpofltions  of  a  great  part  of 
the  inhabitants  and  garrifbn  greafly  facilitated  this 
conqiieft  5  they  lent  themfelVes  to  the  viSory.  The 
garriibn  were  allowed  freely  to  march  out,  butmoftof  k^ 
the  foldiers  quitted  their  dolours,  and  went  over^to  the 
conquerors*  Kdlowrat,  the  Auftrian  minifter^  in  the 
name  of  the  emprefs  qiieerii  received  the  oaths  of  fuch 
as  were  inclined  to  retain  their  employnaents.  Schaf-* 
gotfch,  the  biftiop  of  Silefia,  was  the  firft  to  (hew  the 
example.  He  crouched  urider  the  viftor,  forgetting 
all  the  duties  of  fidelity  tod  gratitude  he  owed  to  Fre- 
derick, his  benefackoi-.  (8^)  This  honeft  ecclefiaftic 
imagined  that  the  king  had  k>ft  Silefia  for  ever,  and 
that  his  ruin  was  inevitable.  This  idea  was  natural 
under  thofe  critical  cirdumftances  which  prefented 
themfelves,  and  the  fame  fidelity  and  coiiftancy  cannot 
be  required  from  a  bilhop  as  fi-om  the  general  of  an 
army-  The  Auftrians  put  garrifons  into  Breflaw,  and 
Vol.  L  M  Schweidnitz, 
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.Schwcidnitz^  and  thus  cut  off  the  king  from  BH^ 
Glatz,  Cofel,  and  Neiffc.  Their  army  was  upwards 
of  3o>ooo  ftrong^  and  that  which  the  king  brought 
from  Saxony  was  fo  feeble,  that  the  Auftriansjeftingly 
entitled  it  the  Parade  of  Berlin.  The  former  had  the 
advantage  likewife  of  pofiuon,  and  their  foldiers  were 
frefh  i  but  the  king^s  army  wa3  fatigued  by  long  and 
forced  marches.  Yet  Daun  did  npt  foffer  himielf  ta 
be  blinded  by  too  much  confidence :  he  polled  himfelf 
advantageoufly  near  Schweidnitz,^ .  waiting  for  the 
king  to  attack  him.  Prince  Charks,  on  the  contrary, 
was  for  meeting  the  Pruffians  and  giving  them  batde. 
Couriers  were  fcnt  to  Vienna  for  inftru&ions,  and  the 
attack  was^  ordered.  Frederick  wilhc^  for  iu>  more. 
After  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  he  had  taken  the  rout  of 
Silefia  by  Ltiiatia,  and,  on  the  4th  of  December,  after 
^  22  days^  maa-ch^  he  arrived  near  Neumark,  at  eight 
leagues  difta^e  from  Breflaw,  with  19^  battalions  and 
3'ifquadrons^  After  calling  to  him  Severn's  army> 
which  ftill  confifted  of  10,000  men,  he  rciblved  to 
attack  the  Auftrians  on  the  enfuing  day.. 

The  enemy,  in  order  of  battle,  were  waiting  for  the 
Pruffians  in  a  plain  near  the  village  of  Leuthen..  Their 
right  wing  almoft  touched  the  village  of  Nickem,  and 
extended  to  that  of  Leuthcnv  aJid  their  left  reached 
as  far  as  Sagfchatz.  The  army  occupied,  tn  two 
lines,  a  Ipace  of  two  leagues,  amply  fupplied  with  bat- 
teries. The  king^  after  repulfmg,  near  Borne,  an  ad- 
vanced  poft  of  fome  regiments  of  huffars  and  Saxon 
cavalry,  direftly  advanced  on  the  right  wing  of  the 
Auftrians*    This  wing  was  reiiifbrced  and  commanded 

fcy 


f  A  t  p  t  JL  t  C:  K    it.  163 

by  general  Daun ;  but,  in  an  inftant,  the  whole  Pruf- 
fian  army  fornned  in  four  columns,  turned  to  the  right, 
and  ruihed  with  impetuofity  on  the  Aulh*ian  leftwing, 
the  flankof  which  was  formed  by  Nadafti.  *^  There 
**  are  the  fTirtemhrgerj,  &ied  the  king,  they  will  be 
*'  tbefirji  to  give  us  room.''  He  knew  that  thefe  troops 
ierved  againft  him  Contrary  to  their  inclination,  and 
they  retreatcdi  iii  faft,  after  the  firft  difcharge  of  muf- 
ketry^  the  whole  flank  (hortly  afterwards  imitating 
their  example*  The  attack  was  next  made  upon  the 
right  wing,  where  the  Auftrians,  deceived  by  the  faUc 
Qftfet,  had  doUefted  their  greateft  ftrength*  A  bat- 
tery advanced,  difbrder  took  place  among  the  enemyi 
iRho  were  prefl^d  againft:  each  other,  and  fighting 
40  or  50  men  deep.  They  chofe  a  frclh  pofuion 
near  the  village  of  Leuthen  j  and  here  the  carnagd 
was  dreadful.  The  Auftrians  entrenched  thcmfclves 
in  the  church -yard  and  the  court-yards  of  the 
^  peafants,  but,  after  a  few  hours  refiftance,  they  were 
obliged  to  abandoh  their  pofts  and  retreat  beyond 
LifTa.  It  was  night,  and  viftory  decided,  totally,  in 
favour  of  the  Pruffians.  They  left  4000  men  on  the 
field  of  battle.  The  Auftrians  loft  upwards  of  6000, 
arid,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  above  ao,ooo  pri- 
foners  more  were  fucceffively  taken  from  them,  and  ar 
great  part  of  their  artillery,  baggage,  and  waggons,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror.  ( 8  »)    • 

The  king  paffed  the  night  at  Liffa,  in  the  head  quar- 
ters before  occupied  by  prince  Charles. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  the  Auftrians  retired  be- 
hind the  Lohe,  put  a  garrifon  of.  i6,ockd  men  into 
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Bpsfaw,  wjA  ft  fljong  traia  of  vfiDcnr,  jod  ttiicflfll 
tjiciT  COKBV^  towiius  Scfawadjniz  vidi  tzic  rcmuDiie!' 
of  thrir  troops.  The  king  faic  a  bodr  of  mtn  aAcr 
than,  and  anodier  to  drive  the  csmiT  fiosn  Upper 
Siltfia :  2s  for  hbniclf,  he  undertook  the  ficge  of 
Breflaw.  He  placed  his  heavy  artSerr  in  tfac  gsdctf 
^a  convent  fituatcd  in  one  of  the  fuborfas,  and  booi- 
barded  the  town.  A  ponder  magazine,  irfiich  bfevr 
tip  on  the  ran^partS)  prepared  the  wajr  fer  an  affinik. 
The  garrilbn  did  not  wait  for  that  extremitv,  bar 
c;4>stulaced  on  the  20th  of  December.  (89)' 

An  army  of  i  j  generals,  700  officers,  and  iS/)0O 
men,  marched  out  on  the  21ft  of  December,  withoat 
either  baggage  or  beat  of  drum,  by  die  gate  of 
Schweidnitz :  they  laid  down  their  arms  before  tli& 
king,  and  relumed  into  the  town  by  another  gate  as 
prifoncrs  of  war.  If  we  add  to  thefe  prifcMiers  die 
2o,ooamade  in  conieqoence  of  the  adion  of  the  fdi, 
we  ihall  find  that  the  number  of  Auftrians  in  the  power 
of  the  king  coi^xderably  exceeded  that  of  die  army  by 
Arliicb  they  were  taken.  On  the  whole,  this  campaign 
coft  Auftria  upwards  of  70,000  men^  with  all  dicir 
baggage,  and  fcarcely  30,000  returned  intoBcrfiemia. 
Thofe  who  remained  at  Schweidnit2^were  blocked  m 
that  place. 

After  the  capmre  of  Breflaw,  the  king  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  cmprefs  quecn^  ma*iifefti«g  a  defire  for 
peace.  (90) 

l*hus,  towards  the  end  of  r757,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^S  ^^ 
covered  almoft  all  his  ftates,  and  driven  the  enemy 
from  their  very  confines.    One  part  of  his  troops  took 

up 
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^p  their  winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  under  prinoe 
Henry.  The  Ruffians  had  withdrawn  from  Pruffia, 
alledging  as  an  excufe  their  want  of  magazines.  This 
gave  general  Leuwald  time  to  march  ipto  Pomerania, 
and  :to  rcpulfe,  even  to  the  cannon  of  Scralfund, 
the  Swedes  who  had  approached  Berlin,  It  was  their 
intention,  ifpoffible,  to  have  conquered  Pruflian  Po- 
'merania ;  and  Swedifh  Pomerania  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Pruffians.  (91)  The  French  and  the  army  of 
the  circles  were  removed  for  a  long  time. 

The  courageous  refiftance  of  the  king  had  given  all 
his  enemies  fufiicient  reafon  tp  d,ef}re  repofc,  of  which 
ithey  flood  at  leal}:  a$  noiuph  in  n^ed  as  he  did.  Never, 
perhaps,  did  the  world  behold  fuch  fudden,  fuch  aftor- 
niftiing,  fuch  unexpedled  revolutions.  Never  was 
there  a  more  prodigious  oppofition  between  appear- 
ances ancj  .eyents.  The  two  laft  months  of  diis  year 
are,  without  contradiction,  the  molt  remarkable  in  the 
life  of  Frederick.  Never  jvas  it  p:jore  pofitively  proved, 
diat  it  was  his  genius  and  his  prefence  that  communi- 
/cated  to  his  troops  die  aftivijty  and  bravery  which  ren- 
dered them  the  terror  of  his  enemies.  The  mind  is 
filled  with  alionifhnientf  ox^  beholding  the  genius  of  a 
fingle  man  fo  influence  a^  arnniy  of  20,000  as  to  enable 
them  tp  v^quilh  ipo,ooo.  It  is  with  wonder  that  we 
contemplate  this  hero,  with  hU  little  trQop#refifting  half 
a  million  of  enemies,  and  confounding  all  their  pro- 
j^&s.  But,  when  we  r^fle6t  fhat  this  enterprizing 
w^^rior  undertook  all  his  labours  Ipr  the  defence  of  hi^ 
dates,  his  honour,  and  his  liberty,  our  afionifhmem  is 
-changed  into  admiration^  and  we  follow  hin)  with  in^* 
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tercft  in  die  execution  of  all  his  prqefts.  Such  is  the 
imprefllon  made  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  the  greateft 
part  of  his  contemporaries. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  Pruflia  had  bft  i  jo^ooo  men  in 
the  two  campaigns  5  and  this  is  little  in  compariibd  of 
300,000  men  at  leafl:  loft  by  Auftria,  France,  Ruffia, 
Sweden,  and  Germany,  in  the  fame  war. 

The  ieafbns  and  epidemical  diibrders  joined  thdr 
ravages  to  thofe  of  arms  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  hu- 
man race  5  but,  feven  batdes,  and  the  butchery  of 
450,000  men,  could  not  terminate  the  war:  fcarccly 
did  the  contending  pardes  beftow  a  thought  6n  peace. 
Exertions  were  made  to  reinforce  the  armies ;  and  here 
the  king  of  Pruflia  had  much  fewer  refources  than  the 
coUeftive  allies.  The  latter  commanded  *  50  millions 
of  fubjefts;  Frederick  governed  at  moft  fivr  millions. 
But  his  genius  and  firmnefs  proved  a  fubftitutc  for  all) 
he  found  money  and  foldiers.  King  George  and  Mr„ 
Pitt  obtained  him  a  fubfidy  of  four  millions  of  crowns 
from  the  parliament  of  England.  With  this  money, 
he  ordered  the  direftors  of  his  mint  to  procure  him 
ten  millions  annually  for  his  ufe,  and  the  mint  per- 
formed this  miracle.  It  is  true,  that  the  coin  they . 
ftruck  was  not  intrinfically  worth  the  third  of  the  fum 
it  reprefented  j  but  it  fervcd  the  king  as  efficacioufly 
as  if  it  had  been  of  better  aUoy,    The  foldicrs  flood 

*  France,  Ruflia,  the  emprefs  queen^  Sweden,  and  t^e  Gennaa 
circles,  certainly  contain  infinitely  beyond  die  namber  here  fiated } 
ib^  this  calculation  cipnotbe  charged  with  exaggeration, 
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in  nccdof  provificMis,  the  price  of  commodities  did  not 
immediately  rife  in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the 
Ipecie,  and  Pruffia  gained  by  it. 

The  army  was  augmented.  Recruits  were  raifed 
in  Saxony,  and  in  Mccklenbourg  and  Anhalt.  Defert- 
ers  were  recalled  by  amnefties.  A  great  number  of 
Auftrian,  French,  Swcdilh,  and  Wirtemberg  prilbners 
enlifted  in  the  king's  troops,  and  a  military  force  fprung 
up  compofed  of  free  battalions. 

The  firli  enterprize  againft  Braildenbourg  in  1758 
was  by  a  French  army,  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  de  Richelieu.     In  the  beginning  of  January,  he 
fent  general  Voyer  d'Argenfon  to  Halberftadt,  with 
ij,ooo  men.    This  town  was  not  fortified,  and  the 
garrlfon,  unable  to  defend  themfelves,  retired  to  Mag- 
debpurg,  in  the  fight  of  the  French.     But  the  place, 
which  contained  fome  thoufands  of  inhabitants,  was 
treated  with  as  much  feverity  as  if  it  had  been  taken 
by  aflfault.    The  Germans  make  a  general  complaint 
of  the  conduct  of  the  French  on  this  occafion.    They 
affirm  that  the  manner  in  which  contributions  were 
cxafted,  refembled  a  real  fcene  of  pillage.     The  im- 
mediate payment  of  244,000  crowns  was  demanded, 
as  well  as  all  the  cattle  and  corn.  The  foldiers  fearched 
every  houfe,  and  the  inhabitants  were  forbidden,  undei: 
pain  of  plunder  and  the  gibbet,  to  conceal  arms,  corn, 
or  money,  above  the  amount  of  hs%  (rrownsi  In  vain  did 
they  make  ufe  of  prayers  and  reprefentations.     The 
marquis  d'Argenfon  had  but  one  anfwer,  mtmej^  com^ 
^--^xjire.     He  required  for  himfelf  and  his  officers  a 
gift  of  10,000  crowns  under  the  dwomination  of  r^^ 
M  4  demftim 
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^emption  money.  He  deftroye4  the  gates  arid  w^lU 
of  the  town,  and  left  it  with  a  menace  of  exafling 
X  00,000  crowns  as  often  as  they  fbould  receive  Prul^ 
fian  troops ;  and,  tq  fecure  o]3editnce,  he  carried  oflf 
with  ]i\rc\y  as  hoftag^,  fome  perfons  of  coi^QderatioQ 
belonging  fo  the  chamber  of  doipains,  die  $:hapt^^ 
^4  the  mpnicipal  bpdy, 

*f  All  this,**  obferyesaGemi2(nai4thpr,/f  happened 
"  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Thefo 
^f  difordcrs  were  committed  by  a  \)ody  of  regular 
^^  troops ;  by  ^  nation  which  wiPies  tp  pafs  for  th^ 
f  moft  pqlif^ed  ii>  Europe.  The  dukede  Richelieu, 
^^  who  ifluedfifch  (jommands,  was  deemed  one  of  the 
^'  moftpolifhcd  not)lenfico of  t{)c court;  apd  the  mar- 
f  quis  d'Argenfon,  fon  of  a  minifter  of  ftate,  poifefled, 
*^  doubtlef^,  no  lefs  education  and  politenefs;  yet  th^ 
/5  nami^s  of  Richelieu  and  o(  4i'g^fif(>n  are  more  ab- 
^'  horred  in  tbefe  countries,  than  in  others  thofe  of 
f*  Menzel  and  o(Trenck.  The  citizens  of  Berlin  were 
f  much  more  fortunate  than  the  inhabitants  of  HaW 
**  bcrftadt,  in  falling  into  the  hands  of  ^t\  Himga^ 
*'  rian." 

But,  whatever  may  bf  the  opinion  of  this  German 
writer,  thefe  ravage^^  if  they  be  really  fuch  as  he  has 
painted  them,  may  admit  of  fome  excufe,  from  th? 
manner  in  which  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  afted  towards 
France;  ^nd  was  npt  their  mortification  at  having 
been  Ae  vidlims  of  ^,  fimple  ftratagem  at  Roft>ach 
calculated  to  make  a  lively  impreffion  on  the  ardent 
imaginations  of  the  French,  with  whom  the  firft  im* 
pulfe  not  unfrequently  weakens  thofe  prinpiples  of 
/  moderation 
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inoderation  and  of  honour  >vhich  charafterize  the 
patioo  ?  Where  is  the  ancient  pr  modern  people, 
vhofe  hiftory  is  deftitqte  of  fimilar  examples  ?  What 
4iations  opprefled  by  misfortune  have  had  fo  much 
moderatio;),  a^  not  to  overcharge  the  pifture  of  their 
calan^ities;  and  what  reafbnable  man  will  think  of 
jjudging  a  whole  ftate  from  thefe  paintings,  ai^d  from 
the  aftions  of  one  or  twp  individuals,  whom  chance  or 
antrigiie  may  have  placed  at  the  head  of  an  army  ? 

Thi$  enterprize  of  the  French  had  put  the  Brunfwick 
and  Hanoverian  troops  in  motion,  and  a  body  of  Pruf- 
fians  who  quitted  Saxony  to  oppofe  them.  In  Febru- 
ary, thp  latter,  commanded  by  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia, 
repiilftd  the  French  from  thefe  countries  towards  chc 
Wefer,  and  the  pring^  returned  to  Sa^^ony.  The  king 
pould  only  reinforce  his  allies  with  fomc  regiments,  but 
he  gave  them  a  man  who  was  hjmfelf  worth  more  thari 
}n  army  J  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick.  This 
prince  continued  fp  fuccefsfully  to  drive  the  French^ 
that,  towards  the  end  of  February,  their  whole  army 
had  repaffed  the  Wefer,  and,  before  the  end  of  March, 
the  Rhine.  Tliey  had  fcarcely  3P,ooo  men  remain- 
ing. 

Frederick  no  longer  apprehended  any  confiderablc 
enterprise  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  Duke  Ferdi** 
nand,  and  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  were 
jiow  able  to  repel  their  army.  But,  on  the  other  fide, 
preparations  were  making  by  the  Ruffians  to  enter  into 
the  heart  of  Brandenbourg.  Pruffia  had  been  aban- 
doned and  was  wholly  in  their  power.  The  king^ 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  provide  a  fufficien(  defence 
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for  a  country  fo  remote  from  his  other  dates,  ha4 
nothing  kft  but  to  approximate  the  other  bodies  of 
his  troops  as  much  as  poflible,  that  he  might  the  more 
readily  communicate  on  all  fides  the  influence  of  his 
prefcnce.  He  was  obliged  alfo  to  let  his  enemies 
approach  him,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  attack  them  in  tvcry 
quarter,  without  removing  too  far  either  fix>m  the 
centre  of  his  ftates,  from  the  Elbe,  or  fixwn  the  Oder. 
This  pofition  enabled  him  opportunely  to  fend  rein- 
forcements to>  any  ftation  where  a  decifivc  blow  might 
be  expcdted. 

It  was  not  clear  whether  the  Ruffians  would  turn 
upon  the  marche  of  Brandenbourg  or  on  Silefia.  The 
king  prepared  for  both  events  :  his  army  was  com- 
pleted with  50,000  foldiers  of  his  own  countries,  and 
20,000  foreigners,  and  he  had  fent  the  new  recruits 
into  winter  quarters  to  learn  the  fervice. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians,  Frederick 
Was  anxious  to  gain  fome  advantage  over  the  Auibians, 
and  he  commenced  the  campaign  in  Sileiia  with  the 
fiege  of  Schweidnitz.  The  trenches  were  c^ned  oft 
the  I  ft  of  April.  Four  and  twenty  heavy  cannon,  and 
36  mortars,  filenced  the  fire  of  the  befieged.  On  Ac 
15th,  the  fap  had  been  pufhed  as  far  as  the  paliiadcs; 
the  night  following,  the  Pruffians  mounted  to  the  at 
fault,  and  the  garrifon  furrendered  on  capitulation  the. 
16th.  Two  generals,  173  officers,  and  5000  mn, 
>vere  made  prifoners.  This  conqueft  did  not  coft  thf 
king  100  men. 

From  the  preparations  the  king  now  made,  it  fccmed 
as  if  he  intended  marching  into  Bohemia;     The  Ant 

triam 


F    R    E    D    E    k    1    C    K      II.  171 

triaiis  #cre  deceived  by  thefe  appearances,  and  col- 
Ic&ed  their  troops  at  Nachod,  under  the  orders  of 
Diun.  Frederick's  real  objeft  was  Moravia,  for 
which  province  he  nriarched  on  the  17th  of  April, 
aflembled  his  troops  at  Troppaii,  and  arrived  on  the 
8th  erf"  May  at  Olmutz.  This  march  was  fo  rapid,  that 
in  three  days  the  army  advanced  40  leagues,  Daun 
was  ftill  in  Bohemia. 

Moravia  was  only  defended  by  a  feeble  corps.  Ge- 
neral Wille,  who  commanded  there,  threw  his  infantry 
into  the  garrifon  of  Olmutz,  and  retreated  with  his 
cavalry  to  Brunn.  Olmutz  was  befieged  as  foon  as 
the  cannon  arrived.  This  place  had  never  hitherto 
been  confidered  as  a  fortrejs  of  importance,  capable  of 
fuftaining  a  formal  fiege,  and  of  retarding  the  projefts 
of  the  king.  The  principal  magazine  of  the  Auftrians 
was  at  Leutomiflel,  on  the  frontiers  of  Moravia :  it 
-did  not  appear  poflible  for  Daun  to  arrive  in  time  to 
4kfcnd  it,  and  there  feemed  no  doubt  of  its  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Pruflians-  In  faft,  Frederick,  in  di- 
reeling  his  courfe  towards  Moravia,  intended  to  feize 
upon  this  magazine,  to  make  an  irruption  into  Bohe- 
mia on  this  fide,  and  to  draw  the  Auftrians  to  a  great 
diftance  from  the  Ruffian  army.  But  this  plan  wa$  a 
fecret.  At  the  conclufion  of  a  letter  from  the  king  to 
the  marquis  d*Argens,  he  fays,  "  I  wilh  to  write  yoii 
"  fomcthing  new,  my  dear  miarquis  j  but  there  is  a 
"  fcvere  prohibition  againft  writing  any  thing  from  the 
•^  army  for  fix  weeks." 

The  light  troops  of  the  Pniffians  fpread  dcvaftatioh 
to  the  frontiers  of  Auftria,     Vienna  dreaded  to  fee  the 
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jciQgof  Fruflia  (hordy  at  her  gatess  and  indeed  no  dfr 
icumftances  feemed  more  probable  than  all  thefe.  But 
events  once  niore  belied  appearances.  Olmutz  w^ 
^ot  taken.  General  Marfchal  made  a  vigorous  defence 
and  Daun  had  tirpe  enough  to  gajn  Leutomifielj  cover 
the  maga?in,es,  and  throw  reinforcements  into  Ol- 
mutz. This  town  had  been  befieged  from  the  ^7th  qf 
May^  and  the  fap  was  advanced  as  far  as  the  gladfc 
One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tf^oufand  balls  and 
bombs  (9^)  were  thrown:  nothing  remained  buttt) 
make  a  breach  aod  mount  to  the  aJQT^ult.  But  PauO| 
being  arrived  near  OJmutz,  fent  a  detachment  cQin- 
manded  by  Laudohn,  who  on  the  agth  of  June  took 
4000  Pruflian  waggons,  laden  with  money,  provifionSy 
^nd  military  (lores.  This  lofs,  the  want  of  fubfiftcnc^ 
and  the  approach  of  the  whole  Auflrian  army,  obligc(l 
the  king  to  raife  phe  fiege,  and  abandon  Moravia. 

It  is  impoffil^le  to  withhold  pur  admiratioi)  frprn  th( 
conduft  of  Marfhal  DAun.     He  h^d  relieved  the  town 
without lofing  a  man;  he  had  dexteroufly  avoided  a  bat- 
tle, and  put  his  enemy  into  a  pofition  wherein  it  was  mi 
dangerous  for  the  king  to  rifk  an  a£iion  as  to  continue 
the  fiege.     Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  PruQians  qfi 
the  ift  of  July,  when  Daun  lay  encamped  ne^r  01- 
.mutz.     By  remaining  in  this  pofition,  thp  kii^  had 
•re^fon  to  apprehend  an  attack  in  front  from  Daun,  in 
the  rear  and  flank  from  the  garrifon,  and  by  the  confix 
-derable  corps  of  Laudohn,  Janus,  and  Siflcowitz,  who 
were  in  the  neighbourhood.     In  fuch  a  fituation,  no^ 
thing  lefs  was  neceffary  than  an  extraordinary  fbare  of 
genius,  much  good  fortune,  and  all  the  .(plendor  of  ji 

great 
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great  name^  to  awe  a  fiiperior  enemy,  arid  rhake  Him 
dread  the  confequences  of  an  attack.  Frederick 
extricated  himfelf  without  the  fmalleft  lofs.  At  the 
moment  the  leaft  looked  for  by  his  enemies,  he  de- 
J>arted  for  Bohemia,  and  in  the  middle  of  July  en- 
camped near  Kcenigfgratz.  Daun  and  Laudohrt 
followed  him,  the  one  cm  his  right,  the  other  on  his 
left,  and  took  poft  oppoGte  to  him,  near  Lubfchau. 
In  this  pofition  the  two  armies  continued  during  a 
fortnight, 

'  The  king  had  neither  time  to  await  a  battle. nor 
10  proceed  to  Prague ;  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  de- 
fend the  frontiers  of  the  marche.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  Ruffians  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
Pruffia,  from  whence  they  advanced,  without  rcfiftf 
ance,  by  Poland,  into  the  new  marche,  as  far  as  the 
Oder.  Dohna,  the  Pruffian  general,  was  obliged  to 
quit  die  Swedes  near  Stralfund,  to  oppofe  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  Ruffians;  but  he  was  too  weak  to  prevent 
Fermor,  who  had  paffed  the  Warte  near  Landfberg, 
from  fpreading  his  forces  over  the  new  marche>  and 
bombarding  Cuflrin. 

This  fortrcfs,  two  hundred  years  old,  had  no  exte- 
nor  work  on  that  fide ;  and  the  furrounding  morafTes 
were  not  wide  enough  to  fecurc  it  from  bombs. 
The  Ruffian  heavy  artillery  is  excellent,  and  on  this 
occafion  they  gave  it  a  degree  of  aftivity  truly 
firightfuL  The  third  bomb,  thrown  on  the  15  th  of 
Augufl,  fet  fire  to  the  whole  town,  which  was  foon 
reduced  to  afhes.  The  inhabitants  had  fcarcely  time 
so  eicape  over  the  Oder,  from  whence  they  beheld 

their 
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their  houfes  and  property  devoured  by  the  flames  k 
the  fpace  of  a  few  hours.     After  this,  the  Ruffiitt 
commenced  the  fiegc  in  form.    The  ufage  of  iw 
in  Europe  authorizes  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  rt* 
ducing  befieged  towns  to  afhes  3  but^  this  does  not 
render  the  praiStice  lefs  odious  to  the  urih^ppf  wi 
tims.    The  Ruflians  appeared  only  in  the  light  of 
incendiaries  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cuilrin;  nor  dU 
their  condO&  ftrike  thefc  unfortunate  people  with  lefi 
horror  than  that  produced  by  the  French  at  Hal-. 
berftadt.     But  could  not  the  Ruflians  reply^  that  the 
PruflTians  had  bombarded  Prague  and  Olmutz;  and 
certainly,  if  their  bombs  did  not  reduce  thofe  town 
to  a(hes,  the  fault  was  not  in  thofe  who  direded 
them.   But,  in  war^  what  adion  might  not  be  deemed 
barbarous  ? 

Great  faults  were  committed  in  the  defence  of 
Cuftrin,  and  the  king  was  greatly  irriuted  againft  tM 
governor.  (93) 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  king  left  his  camp  at  Kce- 
nigfgratz,  to  march  into  Bohemia :  he  advanced  with- 
out lofs  into  Sikfia,  lined  the  frontiers,  and  in  15  days, 
with  14  battalions  and  33  fquadrons,  completed  a  rout 
of  120  leagues.  On  the  20th  of  Auguft  he  arrived 
near  Cuftrin,  drew  to  him  the  army  of  general  Dohna, 
and,  on  the  23d,  pafled  the  Oder  near  Gi(lebufe>  to 
attack  the  Ruflians,  Their  army  ftill  ccMififted  of 
60,000  men,  notwithftanding  fome  detachments ;  and 
the  king's  forces  amounted  to  50,000. 

The  fate  of  the  king  and  of  his  ftates  depended  more 
than  ever  on  the  fuccefs  of  a  fmgle  batds^    His  cne- 
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triies  were  in  full  march  towards  the  heart  ofhis  dec- 
torate.  Their  defign  uniformly  was  to  eSed:  a  juoc- 
.tion»  and  to  cut  off  his  communicadoD  with  the  Elbe 
.and  Oder.  Hitherto  the  king  had  been  able  to 
fruftrate  that  prcged :  but,  at  one  and  the  lame  mo^ 
jnent,  Daun  left  Bc^mia,  to  [mKeed  to  Drefden  ^  the 
vMriny  of  France  and  of  the  circles  had  been  reinforced, 
jtnd  was  advancing  towards  Saxony  ^  the  Swedes  had 
4narched  without  oppofition  from  Stralfund,  and  in 
Auguft  were  at  but  a  few  leagues  diftance  from  Ber- 
lin. This  city  was  without  fortifications,  and  withoiit 
.  .ganiibn.  The  Swedes  had  cannon,  but  were  no  longer 
led  by  a  Guftavus  Adolphus,  (94)  nor  even  by  a  Had- 
dik. 

The  king  had  urgent  reaibns  to  haften  a  battle.  The 
intelligence  he  received  from  every  quarter  of  the  ra- 
vages committed  by  the  Ruffians,  excited  his  indigna-- 
tion,  and  quickened  his  rcfolutibn.  He  endeavoured 
fo  to  difpofe  the  attack,  as  that  the  Ruffians,  finding 
thcmfelves  between  the  Oder  and  th^  marfhes,  (hould 
be  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  retreat,  and  extermi- 
nated on  the  fpot..  He  thought  himfelf  juftified  in 
difpenfing  with  thofe  indulgences  towards  this  deftruc- 
tive  people,  which  are  generally  accorded  to  the  van* 
quifhed  by  the  uiages  of  war.  The  fddiers  had  or- 
ders to  grant  no  quarter  to  a  Ruffian,  and  all  the 
bridges  were  to.be  burnt  that  might  facilitate  their 
retreat.  . 

After  forming  this  plan,  the  king  quitted  the  banks 
of  the  Oder -on  the  a4th  of  Auguft,  and  took  to  the 
fight,,  in  order  4X3i  turn  the  Ruffians,  and  attack  them 
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in  rear  arid  flank.  The  aftion  took  place  in  the  morning 
of  the  25th,  near  Zorndorf,  two  leagues  from  Cuftriit 
Fermor,  who  had  penetrated  the  king's  deiigni  had 
placed  his  army  near  that  village,  drawn  up  m  f^aits^ 
in  order  to  form  a  front  on  every  fide.  The  king  Com- 
menced his  attack  by  battering  the  village  of  Zorndoff 
with  the  heavy  cannon  of  his  left  wingy  and  with  220« 
grenadiers*  This  PrufTian  brigade  was  repulfed,  czxAi 
dilbrder,  and  broke  the  ranks  in  the  wing*  The  cnc*- 
my*s  cavalry  did  not  lofc  the  opportunity,  and  profited 
by  this  advantage.  The  Pruflian'  cavalry  faved  the 
honour  of  the  day*  Seidlitz  advances,  overthrows 
the  Ruffian  cavalry,  and  falls  with  fuch  impetuofitjr 
on  the  flank  of  their  army,  as  to  drive  the  whole  right 
wing  back  in  difbrder.  The  Pruffian  infantry,  having 
by  thefe  means  gained  both  rime  and  fpace  to  recover 
themfelves,  took  the  village  and  all  die  baggage  it 
contained.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  Cof'* 
facks,  who  kept  hovering  round  the  Pruflian  army, 
ferved  to  make  the  foldiers  of  that  army,  wha  were 
inclined  to  fly,  return  to  their  ranks,  preferring  the 
chance  of  perifliing  in  battle  with  the  enemy  to  the 
danger  of  falling  into  their  hands.  The  Ruflians,  once 
falling  into  confuGon,  were  unable  to  recover  :  their 
right  wing  was  not  only  beaten,  but  cut  oflF  from  the 
left  wing,  and  would  willingly  have  quitted  the  field 
of  batde,  had  not  the  bridges  been  broken  down. 

The  Pruffians  renewed  the  attack,  but  the  left  wing 
of  the  Ruffians  difputed  the  viftory  till  night.  It  was 
reinforced  by  the  difperfed  troops  from  the  right  j 
and,  joining  the  corps  de  referred  took  a  ftrong  po^- 
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fition,  which  it  maintained  till  the  clofe  of  day^  when 
the  night  interrupted  the  battle^  wherein  vidory  was 
not  decided.  (95)  The  two  armies,  tonfiderably  di- 
minifhed,  remained  thus,  under  arms,  oppofite  to  each 
other,  near  die  village  of  Zorndorf  j  and  this  pofitioix 
tiicy  kept  until  the  next  morning,  merely  exchdriglng 
a  few  cannon  fhot,  during  which  partial  attack  a  kuf- 
(ian  ball  ftruck  the  king's  baggage  waggon^  nfear  his: 
tent- 
Had  this  day  terriiinated  the  wir,  it  ^votild  hatebeerf 
diffiailt,  frorh  the  relations  of  each  party,  to  have  de- 
termined on  which  fide  the  viftoiry  inclined.  TKd 
Pruffians  clamed  it,  becaufe^  when  night  canie  on,' 
they  occupied  the  ground  on  which  the  Ruffians  had 
formed  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  ixA  had 
taken  from  the  enemy  103  cannon,  37  colours,  86  of- 
ficers, and  ^000  foldiers.  Ferrtior,  on  his  fide^  wrote 
to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  from  the  field :  *'  I  lofe  nd 
**  time  in  inforrtiing  your  majefty,  that,  iftfer  a  moft 
**  bloody  engagementi  wbichi  lafted  ten  hours^  We  rc-^ 
*'  mained  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  and  have  taken 
*^  a  great  number  of  prifoners,- of  cannon  and  Coloiirs, 
*^  from  the  enemy."  ^e  Deum  was  lung  at  Peterfburgh 
-and  Berlin.  On  the  evening  of  the  battle,-  Fermor  de- 
manded a  truce  of  general  Dohna,  to  bury  the  dead 
and  drefs  the  wo[Unded.  Dohna  replied, "  As  the  king 
**  my  maftcr  hals  gained  the  battle,  he  ^ill  not  fail 
*'  to  have  the  dead  interred,  and  the  wounded  takent 
''  care  of." 

But  eveiits  left  no  rooin  fo  doubt  that  the  viftory 

tvas  on  the  fide  of  the  king;    Th«  Ruffians  had  Joft 
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fa  many  troops,  that  they  could  no  longer  venture  t» 
remain  in  this  pofition  to  wait  a  frelh  attack.  On  the 
-27  th  of  Auguft,  they  retreated  near  to  Landlberg; 
The  number  of  their  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
is  calculated  at  20,000  men.  The  Pruffians  loft  3400 
on  the  field  of  battle,,  and  7000*  prifoners  or  wound- 
ed. (96) 

The  king  wasaftoniflied  at  the  obftinacte  fEand  made 
by  the  Ruffian  infantry.  Their  immoveable  firmnefi, 
and  the  efFeft  of  fome  of  their  batteries,  had 'repulfcd,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  batde,  one  of  his  brigades 
of  grenadiers.  We  read  in  a  Pruffian  account, "  It  is 
*'  eafier  to  kill  the  Ruffians  than  ta  put  dum.  to  flighty 
•'  they  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  knocked  oir  the  head 
**  by  the  fide  of  their  cannon  or  their  brandy  botdc; 
^  z  fhot  through  their  body  is  not  enough  to  finifli 
*'  them."  In  fad,  the  diftance  between  the  Garonne 
and  the  Wolga  is  not  fo  great,  as  the  difference  be- 
tween the  troops  Frederick  had  to  engage,  in  the  Ipacc 
of  fix.  months,  at  Rofbach  and  at  Zorndorf. 

The  Pruffian  cavalry  had  the  moft  confiderable 
fhare  in  the  vidofy  of  Zorndorf.  (97)  The  king 
could  not  purfue  bis  conqueft.  He  left  count 
Dohna  near  Landlberg,  with  an  army,  to  oppofb  the 
Ruffians,  and  haft.ened,  with  the  troops  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Silefia^  to  enter  Saxony,  to  counteraft 
the  defigns  of  General  Daun.  This  general  had  col- 
leded  all  his  forces  near  Drefden,,  and  was  endea- 
vouring with  a  fuperior  army  to  repulfe  prince  Henry, 
to  deliver  Drefden,  and  cut  off  the  Idng^  commu- 
nication with  the  Elbe.    Prince  Henry  acquired,  in 
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this  pofition,  the  reputation  of  an  able  general. 
During  the  king's  abfence,  by  judicious  Evolutions 
and  well  chofen  camps,  he  contrived  to  maintain 
himfelf  in  Saxony  with  inferior  forces,  on  one  fide 
againft  the  main  Auftrian  army^  and  on  the  other 
againft  that  of  the  circles ;  and  he  conftantly  con- 
duced himfelf  with  fb  much  addrefs,  that  they  could 
neither  force  him  to  a  battle,  nor  compel  him  to  re- 
cede. The  king  found  him  in  the  face  of  an  army 
of  100,000  men,  ftill  matter  of  Drefden,  the  Elbe, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  eleftorate  of  Saxony. 

The  junftion  of  the  two  armips  took  place  the  15th 
of  September.  Daun,  who  did  not  fo  foon  expeft 
the  king's  return,  was  ftill  occupied  with  his  projects 
againft  Drefden  and  prince  Henry,  when  he  faw  him 
make  his  appearance  near  Stolpe,  with  the  troops  he 
had  brought  from  Bohemia  into  the  New  Marchc, 
and  with  which  he  had  beaten  the  Ruffians.  The 
Pruffians  pferformed  this  march  in  nine  days.  The 
king  wifhed  immediately  to  have  given  battle:  it 
was  important  for  him  to  remove  the  Auflxians  from 
Saxony,  and  to  fly  to  the  fiiccour  of  Silefia.  This 
province,  which  was  ill  protefted,  was  in  the  greatelt 
danger.  Harfch,  at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  was 
befieging  the  fortrefrof  Neifle,  and  laying  a  great  part 
of  die  country  under  contribution.  But  as  foon  as 
Daun  faw  the  king  oppofite  to  him,  he  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  pofted  himfelf  fo  .ftrongly  near  to 
Stolpe,  that  any  kind  of  attack  muft  have  been  con- 
fidered  as  an  aft  of  temerity.  In  confcquence,  the 
kingj  on  the  loth  of  November,  bent  his  courfe  to- 
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wards  Lufatia,  in  his  way  to  Silefia^  ftill  hoping  to 
draw  the  Auftrians  out  of  their  pofts,  and  engage 
them.  Daun  accompanied  the  Pruflians,  but  always 
took  care  fo  to  ftation  himfelf  as  to  be  able  to  re- 
tard their  march,  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the  AuA 
trians  who  were  befieging  Neiflc ;  and  he  never  cf- 
pofed  himfelf  to  a  diiadvantageous  attack. 

The  Pruffian  army  were  not  accuftomed  to  dread 
an  attack  of  die  eneiny,  and  to  prevent  a  furprize  by 
a  judicious  choice  of  camps  and  unremitting  vi^- 
lance.  The  nocturnal  alertes  of  the  advanced  pofts 
were  fb  frequent,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  atten- 
tion paid  to  them  in  the  camp.  A  fatigued  army, 
which  for  tliree  months  had  been  flying  from  pro- 
vince to  province,  without  ever  repofing  eight  days 
in  one  place,  was  very  liable  to  fuch  an  indifference 
to  danger*  The  king's  fituation  was  extremely  irk- 
fome.  In  his  letter  to  the  lord  marfhal,  he  fays, 
*^  Alas  !  h$w  willingly  would  I  give  half  of  that  glory 
^  you  talk  of y  for  a  little  repo/e.'* 

On  the  14th  of  06lober,  the  two  armies  were  thus 
polled  in  Lufatia,  oppofite  to  each  other  ^  the  Auf- 
trians  near  Kittliz,  and  the  Pruflians  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Hochkirchen ;  the  former  in  an  advantageous 
pofition,  the  latter  fo  as  to  apprehend  an  attack. 

Daun  knew  that  the  Pruflian  camp  was  weak,  and 
refolved  to  attack  it  during  the  night.  The  king 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  danger  of  his  pofition,  and 
had  wifhed  to  quit  it  on  the  » 3th  -^  but  he  was 
obliged  to  wait  for  a  convoy  of  bread,  with  which  he 
could  not  poflibly  difpenfcr    *♦  If  thejufirians^  leave 

^^  us 


FREDERICK      II.  ri8l 

**  m  in  rephjcj^  faid  marfhal  Kdth,  "  ibey  defenxe  to 
^'  be  hanged:'  "  Let  us  hopi^'  replied  the  king,  « that 
**  they  will  he  more  afraid  of  us  than  «/  the  gallows. ^  i 
The  batteries,  the  abattis,  and  other  preparations  for 
defence,  which  Daun  had  ordered  in  the  evening  for 
his  left  wing,  confirmed  this  opinion;  and  he  had 
the  appearance  of  thinking  rather  of  a  retreat  dian 
an  attack.  In  fa6t,  this  wing  did  retire  to  fome  dis- 
tance, but,  making  a  circuit  in  a  thick  wood,  had  re- 
turned, without  being  perceived  by  the  Pruffi4ns^  to 
fall  upon  their  right  flank. 

This  march  was  executed  with  fiich  fecrecy  and 
promptitude,  that  the  Pnaflians  did  not  perceive  the 
danger  until  the  moment  the  enemy  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  their  camp.  It  fecms  that  the  king's 
orders  for  the  fecurity  of  the  camp  had  been  ill  ex- 
ecuted. The  Pruflian^  had  hardly  time  to  fly  to 
arms.  Amidfl:  the  tumult,  which  was  favoured  bj^ 
the  obfcurityof  the  night,  fomethoufandsofPruffians 
pafled  from  fleep  into  the  arms  of  death,  and  many 
were  flain  by  their  own  comrades.  At  break  of  day 
the  Auftrians  met  with  a  vigorous  rcfiflance.  The 
heat  of  the  action  fell  efpecially  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  Pruflians,  towards  the  village  of  Hochkirchen, 
where  it  was  very  bloody  on  both  fides.  The  Pruf- 
fians  here  defended  themfclves  for  fonie  hours,  and 
took  a  general  and  feveral  foldiersj  but  they  loft 
marftial  Keith  and  prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick,  who 
were  both  killed  upon  the  field  of  batde.  The  king 
was  wounded,  as  well  as  moft  of  his  generals.  The 
fuccefs  of  this  engagement  feemed  to  depend  on  the 
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village  of  Hochkirchen.  Daun  rencyred  the  attack 
there  eight  times  with  different  regiments*  The 
king,  preffed  by  numbers  and  weakened  by  a  cx)n- 
fiderable  lofs,  refolved,  towards  lo  o'clock,  to  retreat; 
and  he  left  the  enemy  the  field  of  batde,  the  greateft 
part  of  his  camp  and  ba^age,  upwards  of  loa  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  30  pair  of  colours.  The  number  of 
PruiTians  killed^  wounded,  and  prifoners,  is  reckoned 
at  10,000. 

This  battle  happened  on  the  anniverfary  of  St 
Therefa,  the  birth  day  of  the  emprefs.  The  maf- 
facre  of  20,0001  men  was  a  grateful  offering  to  this 
princcfs.  She  thanked  Daun  for  it ;  and  the  pope, 
Clement  XIIL  who  was  of  opinion  that  the  feftival 
of  a  fkint  could  not  be  more  worthily  celebrated,  be- 
ftowed  his  benedidlion  on  the  Auftrian  general,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  church  fent  him  a  hat  and  confe^ 
f  rated /word.  (98) 

Yet,  fuch  a  reverfe  of  fortune  may  be  regarded  as 
the  inftrument  of  drawing  forth  the  great  abilities  of 
Frederick,  in  the  prevention  of  the  confequences 
which  were  likely  to  enfue.  An  army  furprized  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  with  fo  much  advantage  and 
fuccefs !  An  army  beaten  and  difperfed  !  Who  v/ould 
not  imagine  that  all  .the  king's  projefts  were  over- 
thrown 1  Who  could  fuppofe  it  poffible  for  him  to 
recover,  at  kaft  during  the  courfe  of  the  fame  cam- 
paign, from  fo  terrible  a  check  ?  His  firmncfs  was 
proof  againft  every  obftacle,  and  he  overcame  them 
by  his  intrepidity.  He  only  retreated  to  Klein- 
Bautzen,  one  league  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  took 
1  a  no- 
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a  pofition*  which  deterred  his  conqueror  fix)m  pur- 
filing  him  ;  yet  his  army  had  fcarcely  any  inftrument 
of  defence  remaining  but  die  fword  and  bayonet,  and 
nothing  to  cover  them  from  the  inclenjency  of  the 
weather  but  the  (hort  jacket  of  the  foldien  The 
Auftrians  returned  to  tiieir  former  pofition  near  KitC'- 
Mz.  "  Daun  no  longer  keeps  us  in  check^*  faid  the 
king,  the  day  after  the  batde ;  ^^  the.  game  is  not  loft* 
«  JVe  will  repoje  our/elves  here  a  few  daysy  and  then 
"  go  into  Silefmy  to  relieve  NeiJfeJ'  This  aftually 
happened. 

ITie  king  ordered  prince  Henry  to  join  him  with 
fome  regiments,  pafled  the  Queis  near  Lauban,  and 
on  the  6th  of  November  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Munfterberg,  fix  leagues  from  Neifle.  The  fame  day 
general  Harfch.  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retreated  into 
Moravia.     But  the  campaign  was  not  yet  finiftied* 

When  the  king  left  Saxony,  general  Daun's  firft  ^ 
movements  feemed  to  manifeft  an  intention  of  follow- 
ing him  into  Silefia,  but  from  the  4th  of  November 
he  had  made  four  forced  marches  towards  Drefden. 
His  projeft  was  to  furprize  that  city,  and  then  join 
the  army  of  the  circles,  entirely  to  deliver  Saxony 
before  the  king  could  poflibly  oppofe  hirru  The 
body  of  Pruflians  which  remained  in  Saxony,,  under 
general  Itzenblitz,  confided  only  of  10,000  men. 
But  they  took  fo  ftrong  a  pofition  near  Drefden,  and 
count  Schmettau,  who  commanded  in  the  place, 
fhewed  fo  much  refolution,  that  Daun  renounced 
his  projedl,  and  was  obliged  to  let  his  army  remain 
inadlive.      This  irrefolution  was  aided  alfo  by  the 
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danger  to  which  he  apprehended  he  (hould  expofe 
the  city,  and  the  family  of  the  eledtor,  fhoiald  he  un- 
dertake the  liege.  At  the  approach  of  general  Dauoi 
Schmjcttau  had  fet  fire  to  one  of  the  foburbs  which 
would  have  facilitated  the  deHgns  of  the  Atrftrians^ 
and  proved  by  that  how  little  he  would  fpare  anjr 
thing,  the  facrifice  of  which  might  contribute  to  hit 
defence.  He  declared  his  refolution  to  defend  him^ 
fclf  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  even  from  the  window 
pf  the  palace,  as  a  proof  of  which  hp  filled  the  apart- 
rnents  of  it  with  foldiers.  (99) 

It  was  an  ift  of  pri^dence  on  the  part  pf  the  Pruf- 
fian  to  menace  the  enemy  with  every  pqflible  means 
pf  defence  :  it  was  humanity  in  the  Auflrian  to  fuffcp 
thcfe  menaces  to  have  weight.     The  king  of  Pruflia, 
however,  after  delivering  Silefia,  had  taken  the  rout 
pf  Saxony  on  the  8th  of  November.     It  was  of  the 
^  laft  importance  for  hini  to  remain  mailer  of  that  pro- 
vince and  of  the  Elbe,  and  to  prcftrve  his  winter 
quarters  in  the  eleftorate.     As  foon  as  he  arrived  at 
Pautzcn,  in  Lulatia,  general  Daun  took  the  road  of 
Bohemia,  and  the  troops  of  the  circles  hurried  back 
into  Franconia.     After  the  battle  of  Zorndorf,  the 
Ruffians  had  rehired  into  Pomerania,  and,  wilhing  to 
cftablilh  themfelves  in  that  province,  had  laid  fiege 
to  Colberg  with  a  body  of  j  0,000  men.  They  hoped, 
by  means  of  this  place,  which  is  IJtuated  on  the  Bal- 
tic, to  facilitate   the  conveyance  of  provilions  and 
ammunition  for  their  army  j  JDut  major  Hcyden,  the 
commandant,  made  fo  able  a  defence  with  a  garrifoq 
pf  po  foldiers  and  20  artillery  men,  that  he  forced 
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the  Ruffians  to  retire,  and  in  November  their  whole 
l^rmy  had  quitted  Brandenbourg  and  Pomerania. 

The  war  againft  die  Swedes  was  ftill  rcferved  for 
the  winter.  As  fbon  as  the  king  had  put  his  troc^ 
in  fafety,  and  into  winter  quarters,  they  were  repulfcd 
towards  Stralftind,  by  a  body  of  troops  fent  for  the 
purpofe,  and  could  not  hinder  the  Pruffians  from 
fagain  wintering  in  Swedifli  Pomerania.  * 

J  t  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  hillpry  a  campaign  con- 
jjufted  with  fuch  infinite  labour  andaddrefs.  The  king's 
inarches  fi-onn  Silefia  into  Moravia,  fix)m  thence  into  the 
New  Marchc  by  Bohemia  and  Silefia,  afi:erwards  into 
Saxony^  from  Hochkirchen  to  Neifle,  then  toDrefden, 
form  in  the  whole  upwards  of  280  German  miles,  560 
French  leagues  (1680  Englifh  miles).  The  king  of 
Pruffia  had  performed whatBelleifle  thought  impoffibl^ 
when  he  obferved  in  his  difpatches, "  'iTbe  king  ofPruffiai 
*5  let  him  do  what  he  willy  cannot  make  ajhuttle  of  his  A 
f*  army.'^  By  the  fiege  of  Olmutz,  the  king  drew 
into  Moravia  the  principal  Auftrian  forces ;  and  by 
marching  to  Cuftrin,  he  removed  the  Ruffians ' 
from  the  midft  of  his  ftates,  and  from  the  vicinity 
of  their  allies.  He  reached  Saxony  fbon  enough  to 
diffipate  the  projefts  of  the  Auftrians  and  circles. 
Jn  fpite  of  his  defeat  at  Hochkirchen,  he  arrived  in 
Silefia  in  time  to  fave  Neiflfe  and  Cofel;  and,  finally, 
returned  once  more  to  Saxony,  to  relieve  Drcfden, 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  eleftorate. 

To  form  a  juft  conception  of  the  aft:onilhing 
promptitude  of  thefe  marches,  performed  with  a  whole 
jirmy,  we  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  multitude  of 
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wants  which  arc  perpetually  affailing  a  regular  army, 
and  know  the  prodigious  quantity  of  convoys  diac 
fellow,  or  muft  be  prepared,  from  day  to  day,  at  the 
different  places  through  which  the  arnhy  is  to  pais. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1756,  the  king  had  dif- 
covered,  and  called  into  Silefia,  a  man  who  executed 
what  the  king  himfelf  deemed  impoffiblc,  in  this  de- 
partment. This  was  the  baron  de  Schlabrcndorf,  • 
minifter  of  ftate  and  war  for  Silefia.  To  an  cnthu- 
Cafm  for  his  matter,  this  able  minifter  united  the  moft 
indefacigablc  aftivity.  He  had  the  art  offorcfccing 
the  turn  affairs  would  take,  and  prepared  provifions 
and  magazines  in  confequence.  Operations  of  this 
nature  could  not  be  effefted  without  violence;  and 
force  frequently  wrefted  that  of  which  the  refufal 
ought,  otherwife,  to  have  been  confidered  as  juftifiable. 
But  Frederick  had  acquired  fuch  a  reputation  in  the 
minds  of  his  fubjefts  for  equity  and  moderation,  that 
the  blame  was  always  imputed  to  his  minifters,  as  far 
as  related  to  the  feverity  of  the  means  employed  to 
carry  his  orders  into  execution. 

At  the  end  of  November,  the  king  of  Pruffia  again 
found  himfelf  in  pofleflion  of  all  his  ftates,  excepting 
Pruffia,  and  mafl.er  of  Saxony,  the  Oder,  and  the  Elbe. 
This  campaign,  in  which  he  loft  only  30,000  men, 
had  coft  1 00,000  to  the  powers  combined  againft  him* 
From  the  relations  of  that  day  it  appears,  that  the 
Auftrians  ftood  in  need  of  at  leaft  36,000  men  to 
complete  their  army ;  the  Ruffians,  more  than  32,000; 
the  French,  upwards  of  36,000  ;  and  the  Swedes  and 
c;ircles,  of  fome  thoufands. 

The 
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The  ilTue  of  this  campaign  enabled  Frederick  to 
complete  his  troops  whilft  in  winter  quarters,  and  U^ 
augment  them  with  fome  free  battalions.  To  fparc 
his  own  provinces,  he  levied  recruits  in  Saxony,  in  the 
countries  of  Anhalt  and  Mecklenbourg,  in  Swedilh 

-  Pomerania,  and  even  in  a  part  of  Poland ;  and  ps  his 
jl  ibldiers  were  more  exaftly  paid  than  thofe  of  the  other 
L  powers,  men  were  not  wanting  to  enlift  under  his  co^ 

-  lours.  He  provided  the  army  with  every  thing  they 
^  might  ftandin  need  of,  and  filled  his  magazines,  with* 
..  out  drawing  any  revenue  from  the  provinces  which 

-  had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.  He  laid  no  new  im^ 
;  pofts  on  his  people,  as  in  France,  nor  borrowed  money 
'  from  foreigners,  like  Auftria  and  Ruffia.  If  he  aug- 
.'  mented  his  revenues,  and  the  fubfidies  he  received 

from  England,  by  diminifliing  the  value  of  the  coin^ 
the  greateft  part  of  his  fubjedts  fufFered  nothing  from 
it.  This  alteration  mull  be  indifferent  to  the  foldiers, 
and  the  numerous  glafs  of  the  people,  whp  live  by  their 
daily  labour. 

Yet,  the  enemies  of  Frederick,  mealuring  his  facuU 

ties  by  the  difficulty  of  their  own  refources,  faw  their 

hopes  increafe,  from  year  to  year,  of  exhaufting  and 

overwhelming  him ;  fully  perfuaded  that  he  would  be 

I  fooner  deftitute  of  the  means  of  defence,  than  they  of 

!  forces  to  attack  him.     In  confequence^  their  armie$ 

[  were  completed,  and  frefli  preparations  made  for  ano- 

I  ther  campaign.     In  1759,  fortune  feemed  to  declare 

for  the  ftrongeft,  and  to  favour  the  defigns  of<hc  armies 

of  Auftria,  Ruffia,  and  the  circles,  which  were  col^ 

le<5ted  in  Saxony,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder, 

In 
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In  the  fpring  of  that  year,  Frederick  had  marched 
againtt  the  principal  body  of  Auftrian  forces  in  La- 
fatia,  with  the  intention  of  preventing  their  junffioi 
with  the  Ruflfians,  and  of  forcing  them  to  a  battk 
before  the  latter  fhould  have  gained  the  Oder>  or  die 
troops  of  the  circles  have  reached  the  Elbe.  In  dc 
month  of  May,  prince  Henry,  with  the  fame  viwv 
made  an  irruption  into  Bohemia  and  Franconia.  Ht 
deftroyed  feveral  magazines,  laid  Wirtzbourg,  and 
Bamberg  under  contribution,  and  killed  fome  thooi- 
fands  of  foldiers  belon^ng  to  the  army  of  the  cirdoi 
But  circumilances  foon  compelled  him  to  return  to 
Saxony. 

A  body  of  Fruflian  troops,  commanded  by  general 
Dohna,  had  been  fent  into  Poland,  to  retard  the  mard 
of  the  Ruffians,  who  were  advancing  towards  die 
Oder.  The  Poles  were  made  to  believe,  that  thdr 
country  Ihould  remain  free  alike  to  the  Pruflians  an) 
the  Ruffians,  fince,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Welau, 
agreed  to  in  1657,  between  the  Great  Eleftor  and  the 
republic,  no  paffage  was  to  be  allowed  through  her 
territory  to  any  enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 
To  thi5  it  might  be  replied,  that  the  Ruffians  were 
.  friends  and  allies  of  the  king  of  Poland,  in  quality  of 
cleftorof  Saxony,  whofe  enemies  the  Pruffians  were; 
but  the  feeblenefs  of  the  republic  prevented  her  from 
anfwering.  The  Pruffians  exafted  contributions  as 
far  as  Pofen,  deftroyed  the  Ruffian  magazines,  carried 
off  from  his  eftates  prince  Sulkowfki,  a  Polifli  mag- 
nat,  and  led  him  prifoner  to  Glogau,  with  his  guard, 
jconfifting  of  200  men.     His  crime  was,  the  fufpicion 
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of   haviug   levied  thefe   aoo  men  for  the  RuiHaii 

army.  ": 

It  is  aftomftiing,  in  the  middle  of  the  eightreath 

century,  to  find  in  Europe  a  ftate,  with  poffcflion^ 

more  extenfive  than  thofe  of  Fraacc  or  Germanyj^ 

.  £>  deftitutc  -of  forces,,  and  every  means  of  defence,  as 

If^  lie  expofed  to  the  invaiioh  of rits  provijacejs,  when- 

;?.ever  it  £hall  pleaie  its  neighbours  to  enter  theni,  asr 

riato  an  abandoned  country^    and  in  whidi  ^Gfi^W 

general,  at  the  head  of  a  few  regiments^  may  maiatain 

himleif  as  long  as  he  thinks  proper,  'Or  uotil  tjie  gcne*^ 

'  ml  of  fome  foreign  power  fiiall  ei^pel  jiim.     T^  Pruf? 

_  fians,  with  30,000  men,  but  without  Frederick,  poQ]4 

Slot  refift  an  army  of  80,000  Ruffians.     In  June,  the 

latter  got  into  motion,  under  the  orders  of  field-mar^ 

'~ihal  SoltikofF,  in  order  to  advaDce  hf  Poland  t-owaitda 

the  Oder.     Their  projcft  was  to  join  a  p^ty  of  the 

'  Auftrians,  and  then  penetrate  into  Brandenboufg. 

The  Pruffians,  fearing  left  tljey  fhould  be  cut  off 
\  from  Silefia  and  Saxony,  haltened  to  regain  the  banks 
'  of  the  Oder  before  the  lUWI^ans.     On  the  2zd  of  Jw- 
ly^  they  both  arrived  near  the  village  of  Kaij  in  Bran- 
^  denbourg,  two  leagues  from  the  Oder  s    and  tlie  two 
L  anpies  were  fo  near  each  other,  that  a  battle  was  in- 
evitable.   On  the  fame  day,  general  Wcdel,  whom. 
i  the  king  had  fent  to  replace  Dohna,  ( lOo)  arrived  nt 
I  the  army.     Frederick  was  diifatisfied  with  Dohna, 
*  (to  whom  he  attributed  a  want  of  refolution,)  for 
"  having  loft  a  favourable  opportunity,  during  the  late 
march,  of  attacking  the  ]Eluffians  with  advantage^  near 
Mcferiz,  in  Poland,  The  engagement  took  place  on  the 

morning 
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morning  of  the  23d  of  July.  At  day  break,  the  Ruf- 
fians had  marched^  to  continue  their  rout  towards 
Croflen  on  the  Oder.  It  was  here  they  were  to  form 
a  jundion  with  a  body  of  Auftrians  expe^ed  from 
Liufatia^  under  Laudohn.  Wedel  had  orders  to  attadc 
and  beat  the  Ruflians^  to  prevent  this  jundtion.  He 
neither  knew  the  country,  the  enemy's  ftrength,  nor 
the  ftate  of  his  new  army;  yet  there  was  not  a  mo- 
ment to  be  loft.  He  attacked  the  Ruffians  on  their 
march,  was  beaten,  and,  after  lofing  6000  men  in 
flain,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  thought  himfelf  veiy 
fortunate  in  not  being  cut  oflFfrom  the  paflage  of  the 
Oder, 

Some  days  after,  the  Ruffians  retreated  on  the  right 
bank  of  that  river,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
encamped  near  Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  There  gene- 
ral Laudohn,  who,  in  fpite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  king 
and  prince  Henry,  had  traverfed  Lufatia,  joined  them 
with  a  body  of  1 8,000  Auftrians.  In  July  Daun  had 
entered  Lufatia  from  Bohemia,  and  expedited  his 
march  towards  Brandenbourg,  to  favour  the  proje£b 
of  the  Ruffians.  The  king  accompanied  him  in  Si- 
lefia,  along  the  Bober,  and,  after  the  battle  of  Kai, 
made  prince  Henry  advance  towards  Sagan,  to  inter- 
cept the  communication  between  the  Auftrians  and 
Ruffians.  He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  Wedel's 
army,  which  was  reinforced  by  fome  regiments  from 
Silefia,  and  loft  no  time  in  defcending  the  left  bank  of 
the  Oder,  which  river  he  pafled  the  2d  of  Auguft,  near 
Reitwein,  below  Frankfort,  in  order  to  give  battle  to 
the  Ruffians.    This  happened  the  next  day,  and  the 

event 
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event  proved  in  how  great  a  degree  merely  favourable 
circumftances  may  render  an  aftion  decifive.  Foi* 
fsvtn  hours  that  the  Pruffian  attack  continucdi  there 
.  Itemed  no  doubt  of  their  gaining  a  complete  viftory : 
:but,  towards  the  evening,  fortune  declared  for  the  Ruf* 
-  fians;  they  redoubled  their  rcfiftance  in  their  laft  en* 
trencbments,  drove  the  Pruffians  from  all  the  ftrong 
holds  of  which  they  had  taken  poffeffion,  and  remained 
mailers  of  the  field  of  battle.  A  fliort  defcription  of 
this  day's  engagement  will  explain  the  matter. 

The  Ruffian  army,  which,  with  the  Auftrian  corps^ 
again  confifted  of  80,000  men,  was  entrenched  behind 
fome  heights,  between  the  village  of  Kunerfdorf  and 
the  Oder.  Their  right  wing  extended  to  that  river  ; 
and  on  this  fide,  on  the  mountain  called  Judtnberg^ 
was  their  fourth  entrenchment,  defended  by  abattis« 
The  rear  of  the  camp  was  covered  by  marlhy  thickets 
and  fteep  heights ;  fo  that  the  Ruffian^  did  not  think 
k  ncceffary  to  change  their  pofition,  though  they  had 
the  Pruffians  in  their  rear.  Gn  the  3d  of  Auguft,  at 
three  in  the  ntx>rning,  the  king  had  left  the  village  of 
Oetfcher  with  his  army,  and,  after  making  a  large  cir- 
cuit by  a  wood,  he  began  his  attack,  about  noon,  on 
the  flank  of  the  Ruffian  left  wing.  This  attack  was 
made  in  columns,  and  with  fuch  efFeft,  that  the  Ruf- 
fians were  obliged  to  abandon  their  batteries,  one  after 
the  other,  and  retreat  into  their  laft  entrenchments  on 
the  hill  of  Judenberg.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
Pruflians  were,  on  this  hill, '  matters  of  the  three  firft 
entrenchments,  and  xoo  cannon  which  tlKry  bad  taken 
from  the  enemy. 

It 
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.  Ic  is  probable,  that,  if  the  king  had  not  renfewe^ 
the  attack  with  his  troops,  who  were  already  fatigued, 
the  Ruflians  would  have  made  a  total  retreat  i  and 
fbe  rather  as  they  had  fufFcred  a  very  coHfiderabk 
Io&^  But,  Frederick  did  not  wifh  to  quit  his  hdd  j 
and  he  was  confirmed  in  his  hopes  of  fuccels  by  the 
cxpedation  of  feeing  their  other  wing  attacked  by  t 
body  of  troops  from  Frankfort,  under  general  Wunfclu 
Such  was  the  concerted  plan.  In  confequence,  Jut 
denberg  was  again  attacked.  The  king  expofed  hi) 
peribn  to  the  greated  dangers,  and  had  two.  hcdb 
killed  under  liim.  But  after  fifteen  hours  march  ^ 
combat,  fortune  and  force  abandoned  his  troops. 
Fifty  pieces  of  cannon  ranged  along  the  mountain, 
and  the  fire  of  the  muflcetry,  fwept  off  a  number  of 
Pruffians  j  and  the  flaughter  was  proportionably  great 
with  the  obligation  which  they  were  under  of  preffing 
upon  each  other,  for  want  of  fpace  to  extend  them- 
felves.  Nor  was  the  cavalry  more  fortunate^  Du- 
ring an  unfuccefsful  attempt  which  they  made  upon 
the  heights,  Seidlitz  was  wounded.  The  fire  of  the 
mulketry  broke  their  ranks,  and  horfe  and  fool 
were  all  mingled  together,  and  in  diforder.  Lau- 
dohn  took  advantage  of  this  moment  to  decide  the 
battle.  He  advanced  with  his  troops,  which  were 
ftill  frelh,  behind  the  right  wing,  fell  upon  the  &•• 
tigued  and  difordered  Pruffians  in  flank  and  rear, 
obliged  them  to  retire,  and  remained  mafter  of  the 
field.  In  the  fpace  of  one  hour  they  lofl  the  bat- 
teries they  had  taken,  and  more  than  an  hundred 
of  their  own  cannon.     General  Wunfch  had,  indeed^ 

reached 
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reached  Frankfert  towards  the  end  of  d&t  iMCil?, 

and  taken  die  Ri^an  garrifin  priibiiGrs ;  bat  it  vis 
too  late  to  return.  At  dus  town  the  news  of  the  de- 
feat leached  hiiti,  and  he  was  glad  to  tnAt  his  re- 
treit. 

The  kifig  took  pofl  near  the  vill-tge  of  Oetlcfacr) 
at  v^  leagues  diftanee  from  the  field  of  batde,  on 
the  fame  ipot  where  he  had  pafled  the  preceding 
nighti  The  following  paffage  occurs  in  a  letter 
written  on  the  day  immediately  fubfequent  to  the 
battle :  '^  He  had  not  more  than  5000  men  with 
''  him  5  the  regiments  fecmed  no  more  than  com- 
**  panieSi  The  next  morning,  1  few  the  king,  in  die 
"  midftof  this  fmall  troop,  ftretched  on  a  little  flraw^ 
**  m  the  ruins  of  a  peafant's  houle,  fleeping  as  quietly 
*^  as  if  he  had  not  die  fmalleft  danger  to  apprehend. 
*^  His  face  was  half  covered  by  liis  hat,  his  naked 
*^  fword  by  his  fide^  and  at  his  feet  lay  two  adjutants 
*^  fnoring  on  the  ground.  Ofie  grenadier  mounted 
•^  guard  before  the  houfe.  This  monarch  feeitis  to 
"  have  fleep  and  repoJe,  as  well  as  prclence  of  mind, 
'^  at  his  difpofal.  No  fooner  is  he  out  of  the  reach 
**  of  arms,  than  tlie  fentiment  of  his  fuperiority,  and 
^*  confidence  in  his  good  f<Mtunej  reaffume  their  in- 
*'  fluence  j  he  no  longer  beholds  any  danger,  and 
*^  abandons  himfelf  to  reft,  as  if  the  enemy  were  at 
**  twenty  leagues  diftanc^/* 

The  fame  day  hfs  army  repaffed  the  Oder  near 
Reitwein,  but  diminiflied  ont  half,  and  carrying  wirii 
it  above  ia,oob  wounded,  (ioi)  The  lofs  of  the 
Ruffians  was  not  lefs  Gonfiderable.  "  If  I  gain  am- 
«  tber  viSary  like  /feV  obferv«d  Soltikoff, ''  I /bail 
Vol.  L  O  ''  return 
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**  return  alone^  toitb  the  generaPs  fiaffin  mj  handy  H 
**  carry  the  news  of  it  to  Peterjburgb.^* 

After  two  fucceffivc  vidborics,  diis  general  thoughc 
he  had  done  enough  for  the  common  caufe  againft 
the  king  of  Pruffia ;  and  pofitively  declared^  that  he 
(hould  confider  himfelf  juftified,  were  he  to  avoid> 
tliroughout  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  the  kaft 
cxpofure  of  his  enfeebled  army#  This  conduct  rob- 
bed the  king's  enemies  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  viftory ; 
for  it  b  no  lefs  extraordinary  than  true,  that  thefe  me- 
morable adtions  produced  fcarcely  any  alteration  in 
the  king's  political  fituation,  nor  any  revolution  in 
his  affairs.  Frederick  appeared  more  formidable  than 
ever  to  his  enemies,  yet  he  never  had  been  in  a  more 
-dangerous  pofition.  He  was  cut  off  from  Saxony 
and  Silefia,  and  was  deprived  of  all  fuccour  from 
thofe  provinces.  The  army  of  the  circles  was  now  in 
.  the  former,  which  prince  Henry  had  quitted,  in  order 
to  repair  to  Silefia.  Daun  was  in  Lower  Lufatia,  with 
the  main  body  of  the  Auftrians,  and  had  had  an  in- 
terview with  general  Soltikoff  at  Guben.  No  circum- 
ftance  could  hinder  his  junftion  with  the  Rutfian  ar- 
my. Each  of  thefe  armies,  feparatcly,  was  ftronger 
than  that  which  Firederick  could  oppofe  to  both. 
,Was  it  not  natural,  then,  to  expeft  to  fee  one  com- 
bined army  fall  on  Berlin,  and  another  difperfe  itfclf 
over  Silefia  ?  Could  they  not  have  delivered  Sax- 
ony^ befieged  Magdebourg,  and  reduced  the  kin^  to 
the  very  laft  extremity  ? 

Yet,  not  a  fingle  event  of  this  nature  happened. 
The  genius  of  Frederick  feems  to  have  informed 
him,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Kuncrfdorf,  ths^t  none 

of 


F    R   £    D    E   K    I    C.K      II.  195 

of  thefe  difafters  were  to  be  apprehended.  A  few 
days  before  that  battle,  prince  Ferdinand  had  fent  an 
officer  to  announce  to  him  the  viftory  he  had  gained 
on  the  1  ft  of  Auguft  at  Minden.  Frederick  ordered 
this  officer  to  wait  until  he  could  anfwer  the  duke  by 
a  compliment  of  the  fame  nature.  The  day  after  the 
battle,  Frederick,  feeing  this,  officer,  faid  to  him,  **  I 
**  am  forty  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  Jend  the  duke 
"  better  news-,  but  ify  in  your  way^  you  do  not  find 
"  Daun  at  Berlin^  and  Contades  at  Magdebourg^  ajfura 
*^  the  duke  from  me  that  all  is  not  loft.'* 

The  Ruffians,  indqed,  had  pafled  the  Oder,  after 
being  reinforced  by  19,000  Auftrians,  under  Had- 
dick;  but  their  tardinefs  and  divilions  affiDrded  the 
king  time  to  take  a  podtion  that  covered  Berlin.  He 
drew  from  that  city  the  artillery  and  ammunition  ne- 
ceflary  for  his  army,  and  formed  with  his  feeble  regi- 
ments a  chain  which  he  oppofed  to  the  Ruffians,  (hew- 
ing fuch  an  intrepid  firmnefs  as  repreifed  the  incli« 
nation  of  the  enemy  to  attack  him  upon  that  fide. 
They  retired  towards  Lufatia,  to  within  a  few  leagues- 
of  the  Auftrian  nriain  army.  This  circumftance,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  the  king  from  following  them 
ftep  by  ftcp ;  and  he  detached,  even  in  their  fight,  a 
part  of  his  feeble  army  into  Saxony,  under  general 
Wunfch.  At  the  fame  time,  prince  Henry,  who  by 
ikilful  evolutions  had  fucceeded  in  thwarting  all  the 
projefts  of  Daun,  entered  Lufatia,  and  thus  drew  off 
the  main  body  of  the  Auftrians  from  the  Ruffian 
army^  by  compelling  them  to  take  their  ftation  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony  and  Bohemia. 

In  September,  Lufatia  experienced  the  obligation 
O  a  of 
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df  providing  fobfiftcncc  for  no  Icfs  than  four  armies. 
The  Ruffians  firft  felt  the  want  of  provifions.  The 
court  of  Vienna  offered  them  money  to  procure  what 
t^ras  neceffary  :  but  Soltikoff  replied,  "  ISfJolditrs  do 
not  eat  money  C'  and  dircftcd  his  march  towards  Poland, 
by  Silefia,  to  approach  his  magazines.  Laudohn  ac* 
cornpanied  him  with  the  new  reinforcements,  and  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  on  him  to  undertake  the  fiegc  of 
Glogaii,  and  to  divert  him  from  repaffing  the  Oder  j 
but  the  king's  alacrity  overturned  all  thefc  pro- 
jefts. 

The  combined  army  of  Rufliafts  and  Auftrians,  ar- 
riving on  the  banks  of  the  Oder  the  ■24th  of  Septem- 
ber, were  on  the  point  of  defcending  that  river  on  this 
fide  as  far  as  Glogau,  for  which  purpofe  a  camp  was 
traced  out  near  Beuten  on  the  Oder.  But,  what  was 
the  aftoniftiment  of  their  van-guard,  when,  on  ap- 
proaching the  fpot,  they  found  the  PruffianS,  who  they 
imagined  had  barely  entered  Sikfia,  iopoflfeffion  of 
this  camp !  Soltikoff  and  Laudohn,  after  reconnoitring 
the  pofition,  durft  not  attack  the  king»  but,  on  the 
aSth  of  September,  paffed  the  Oder  below  Beuten. 
They  continued  their  march  on  that  fide  the  river^  and 
feemed  to  menace  Breflaw  with  an  attack  ^  but  they 
found  Pruffians  every  where  on  their  road,  and  all  the 
paffages  fo  well  guarded,  as  to  leave  them  no  further 
hope  of  procuring  themfclves  a  tenable  place,  nor 
even  winter  quarters,  in  this  province.  The  laft  at- 
tempt they  made  to  approach  Breflaw  was  near 
HernfVadt.  This  town  had  been,  for  fome  time,  oc- 
cupied by  the  Pruffians.  Soltikoff  threatened  to  reduce 
it  to  aflies,  if  the  garrifon  refufed  to  fiirrender.     The 

Pruffiafl 
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Pruflian  officer  replied,  that  his  orders  wc^c  to  ^enci 
the  place,  even  (hould  the  Ruffians,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  condudt  thenafelves  like  incendiajries^  This  an- 
fwer  enraged  the  general,  and  the  town  was  abandoned 
tx)  the  flames. 

From  hence  the  combiixcd  army  turned  towards 
Poland.     At  the  end  of  November,  there  remained 
neither  Ruffians  nor  Auftrians  in  Brandenbourg  o? 
Silefia,  but  they  left  the  traces  of  tlieir  devaftat-ions 
fmoking  on  all  fides,  in  the  towns  and  over  the  cou^ 
try.     The  inhabitants  of  twelve  villages  reduced  t(Jk 
alhes,  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  homes.     Wq 
(hudder  with  horror  on  reading  the  narrative  of  the 
ravages  and  devaftations  committed  by  the  Ryffians 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  campaign  in  Branden- 
bourg and  Silefia.  (102  j     Their  difcipline  has  been 
admired  in  fome  towns,  but  thefe  were  regular  troops, 
difciplined  by  Peter  the  Firft.     The  country,  on  the 
contrary,  was  abandoned  to  the  barbarous  foldicry  ojT 
that  empire.     The  Coflacks,  the.Calmucks,  the  Baf- 
kirian  Tartars,  are  ftrangers  to  every  fpecies  of  war^  but 
that  of  pillage,  deftruftion,  and  conflagration.     They 
knovir  no  difierencc  between  the  armed  fbldier  and  the 
peaceful  citizen.    All  the  inhabitants  of  an  enemy's 
country,  whole  property,  perfons,  and  lives,  reft  at  their 
mercy,  arc,   in  their  opinion,  declared  adverfaries. 
Their  countenance  h  frightful,  their  inclinatipns  fo 
rocious ;    their  (lomachs  digeft  jfaw  flefli  and  unripe 
fruits.  They  know  no  other  habit^tioa  but  their  horfes 
backs,  no  bed  but  the  bare  ground,  no  other  roof  ex- 
cept the  Ikies.    Their  weapons  are  the  bow  and  arrow, 
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the  fabrc,  and  the  lance.  They  puriuc  vn^  fiiry  youngf, 
girls  and'  women ;  nor  do  the  wrinkles  of  age  proteft 
the  female  fex  againft  their  brutal  defires* 

Thefc  barbarians  were  regarded  in  Brandenbourg  as 
monfters  and  cannibals.  Terror  preceded  their  foot- 
fteps.  The  villagers  took  refuge  in  the  country,  and 
the  villages  they  had  abandoned  were  delivered  to  pil- 
lage and  the  flames. 

The  devaftations  and  ravages  of  the  Ruffians 
through  the  whole  country  foon  dried  up  the  fources 
from  whence  they  might  have  procured  forage  and  pro- 
vifipns,  had  they  not  been  ftrangers  to  the  utility  of 
difcipline  and  hurnanity.  Famine  compelled  them  to 
abandon  all  their  advantages,  and  approach  their  ma- 
gaiines  in  Poland.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
thefe  barbarous  diforders  will  no  longer  be  permitted 
among  the  Ruffian  troops.  Tlie  Coflacks  and  Cal- 
mucks  begin  to  accuftom  themfclves  to  difcipline,  and 
have  been  taught  to  feel  fome  fentiments  of  attachment, 
humanity,  and  gratitude.  Let  us  add  then,  that  if 
thefe  favage  proceedings  ftill  continue  to  difhonour 
the  Ruffian  name,  the  fault  will  lie  in  their  generals, 
who  negledl  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  means  within 
their  power  either  to  prevent  or  punifli  fuch  horrible 
enormities. 

Thefe  cruelties  occafioned  reprifals.  There  is  nol 
fpecles  of  atrocity,  of  which  contending  armies  are  not 
capable,  when  they  ire  judges  in  their  own  caufe.  In 
this-  ftate  there  no  longer  fubfifts  any  difference  be* 
tWcen  a  poliflled  and  a  barbarous  people.  In  the  bag- 
gageof  general  Contadesj  taken  in  Weftphalia,  a  let;. 

ter 
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tcrofold  marlhal  Bclldfle  was  found,  wherein  he  fay s^' 
IVe  muft  make  a  dejert  before  the  army.  The  French 
ambaffador  at  Vienna  wrote  to  the  marquis  ^e  Monta- 
lembert,  after  the  battle  of  Kunerfdorf,  "  ^be  king  of 
^^  Prujis  muft  be  completely  deftroyed:  you  muft  employ 
*'  ail  ji^ur  credit  with  the  Ruffian  army^  to  engage  it  to 
^*  fafs  the  Oder:  you  muft  holdout  to  the  Ruffians  thepro^ 
***  fpe^  of  the  plunder  ofBerlin,  and  of  all  the  marche  of 
**  Brandenbourg.'^  It  is  thus  the  Calmucks  would 
have  written,  had  they  known  hote  to  write  I 

Lraudohn  feparated  from  the  RuiTians  in  Poland^ 
and  marched  towards  Upper  Silefia.  Frederick  left 
ibme  troops  in  Silefia,  to  obfervethe  motions  of  this 
corps,  and  led  his  army  into  Saxony.  At  this  time 
the  Prufllans  occupied,  the  whole  eledlorate,  except 
DrcIHen,  and  fome  other  towns.  The  army  of  the 
circles,  reinforced  by  feveral  Auftrian  regiments,  had 
penetrated  in  the  month  of  Auguft  to  the  banks  of  the 
Elbe,  under  prince  Frederick  of  Deux-Ponts.  The 
FrufTian  garrifons,  finding  themfelves  too  weak,  had 
been  obliged  to  abandon  Leipfic,  Wittenberg,  and 
Torgau.  General  Wunfch,  who  was  fcnt  into  Saxonf 
after  the  battle  of  Kunerfdorf,  retook  thefe  places  with* 
out  much  difficulty*  But,  he  arrived  a  few  days  top 
late  to  prevent  the  teduftion  of  Di;efden.  Count 
Schmettau,  who  commanded  there,  feeing  it  invefted, 
and  heiaring  nothing  of  the  king's  army,  capitulated  the 
4th  of  September,  without  waiting  for  a  formal  fiege. 
This  general,  who  the  year  before  had  dilplayeij  fuch 
courage  and  refolution,  covered  himfelf  by  this  zStion 
with  indelible  difgrace.    The  king  declared  him  in- 

O  4  capable 
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capable  of  ferving  any  longer ;  4nd  this  was  all  hb 
pmiiihnient. 

The  troops  of  the  circles  were  now  mafters  of  Drrf* 
denj  and  endeavoured  to  maintaia  them&lves  in  tlus 
country.  In  Oflober  prince  Heruy  approaciied  the 
Elbe*  This  march  is  gready  admired  by  military 
connoifleurs.  The  prince>  to  avoid  Daun,  who  pro- 
bably might  have  invefted  him  near  Landikron^  was 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit.  This  projed  he  executed 
during  the  night,  with  fuch  prudence  and  celerity,  that, 
on  the  25th  of  September,  he  furprized  a.  body  of 
Auftri^ns  near  Hoyerwerda,  took  general  Vela,  who 
commanded  it,  with  30  officers  and  1590  fbldiers,  and 
reached  Saxony  before  Daun  knew  that  he  had  march-i 
ed  on  that  (ide  $  for,  imagining  that  the  PrgfllaQS 
would  turn  towards  Silefia,  he  loft  two  days  march  by 
following  them  in  that  diredion. 

He  could  not  prevent  the  prince  from  paffing  the 
Elbe  near  Torgau,  and  forming  a  junftion  with  ge- 
neral Wunfch.  Daun  now  haftened  his  march  towards 
Bwony,  to  cover  prefden.  He  crofled  the  Elbe;, 
»nd,  in  concert  with  the  army  of  the  circles,  ftrove  tQ 
make  himif  If  mailer  of  that  river,  Henry  defeated 
a  corps  of  Auftrians  fcnt  for  that  eflfeft  under  general 
d'Aremberg,  jind  kept  liis  pofition  near  Torgau.(  103) 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  the  beginning  of  Not 
yember,  when  the  king  arrived  in  Saxony  from  Silefia, 
with  20.hactalipns  and  30  iquadrons,  and  joined  princ( 
Henry^  Dn  naeeting  his  brother,  he  faid,  *^  Hpitj 
>(  if  tk^  ntb  gdM^ai  who  kof  nQt  commtteda  fauli  m 
H  f^iS'Wf^r"    Thp  (cat  of  war  Fa§  remote  from  the 

king's 
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Icing^s  flafics.    The  RuflSaos  isere  in  Pobnd)  Md  the 

^uAiiaBsliinkcda)  a  finaUdifirict  of  Saxony,  becwecn 

Dfcflen  and  Bohemia.    The  king  rcfolvcd  to  dilpine 

witb  than  dus  €iiftri£t  alio,  and  advanced  towards 

Drefiicn  with  his  army*    Previous  to  any  enterprise 

Qgauuftdib  place  it  was  firft  nccefiary  to  force  the  army 

timt  oovered  it,  to  retreat.    Daun,  pofted  under  the 

gaimqp  of  the  town,  was  out  of  danger  of  an  attack. 

The  king  tried  another  method,  therefore,  to  draw 

liiin  fiom  his  pofition.     He  detached  general  Finck 

nvich  a  confiderable  corps  round  the  enemy*s  army,  to 

^Kxnipy  the  pofh  in  the  mountains  of  Maxen.    His 

^rqed:  was  to  intercept  the  provifions  for  the  Aufhri* 

auis  andDreiden  coming  from  the  fide  of  Bohemia; 

or,  at  leaft,  to  put  the  former  in  motion,  by  the  ap<« 

pearance  of  this  eiMfcrprize.     The  execution  of  thi$ 

projeft  wouW  have  been  dangerous  for  Daun,  and  he 

inftantly  exerted  himfelf  to  prevent  it,  which  occafioned 

one  of  the  moft  cefebrated  events  of  this  war.    On 

the  1 2th  of  November,  a  Pruffian  army,  compofed  of 

p  generals,  500  officers,  and  1 2,000  foldiers,(  104)  laid 

dprn  their  arms  near  Maxen,  and  were  made  pri^ 

foncrs  of  war  by  the  Auftriana. 

.    Jt  is  certain  that  the  Auftr ians  had  the  advantage  of 

numbers,  of  the  heights,  and  of  the  fupport  of  their 

main  army.    Daun  himfelf  commanded  the  attack. 

.The  Pruffians  were  in  die  vallies,  all  the  paffages  from 

which  were  occupied  by  the  Auflrians.    On  the  aotl^ 

the  whole  of  their  powder  was  expended,  nor  had  they 

xeafon  to  expedt  the  lead  affiftance ;  but  all  thefe  cir- 

Ctirpil^npes  do  not  juftify  the  PruiSiaa  general,  or 

via- 
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Vindicate  him  from  a  want  of  prudence  and  refblutioiu 
On  his  return,  he  was  broken,  with  fome  other  genends 
who  had  voted  for  the  capitulation.  The  infantxf 
regiments  which  were  taken,  loft  the  honour  they  be^ 
enjoyed,  of  beating  the  grenadiers  march. 

Daun  fent  to  Vienna  1 14  pair  of  Pniffian  colours^ 
and  a  great  number  of  kettle-drums  and  trumpetv. 
which  were  carried  in  triumph  to  the  caftle.  The, 
Auftrians  deemed  this  adlion  a  fair  equivalent  for  the 
capture  of  the  Saxon  army  near  Pirna^  Some  time 
after,  general  Beck  took  another  body  of  Prufiiaos 
near  Meiffen,  compofed  of  1500  men,  with  a  general 
and  60  officers,  the  artillery,  baggage,  &c.  (105) 
Yet  thefe  events  produced  no  remarkable  change  ia 
the  fituation  of  the  main  armies.  It  fecmed  as  if  for-  • 
tune  wifhed  to  ftiew  how  much  Frederick  could  lofe 
without  ceafmg  to  be  formidable.  He  maintained 
himfelf  in  his  pofition  near  Drefdcn ;  infomuch  that 
Daun,  who  could  not  ftiake  off  the  Pruffians,  was 
obliged,  in  order  to  cover  the  city,  to  remain  con- 
ftantly  at  the  gates. 

The  two  armies  continued  the  campaign  an^tf: 
the  fevereft  cold,  and  changed  their  tents  into  ftniw 
huts.  Nations  feemed  to  have  changed  their  nature. 
In  the  month  of  January,  the  French  and  Germans 
were  ftill  in  the  field,  whilft  the  Swedes  and  Ruffians 
had  gone  into  winter  quarters  in  Oftober.  The  king 
underwent,  with  his  army,  every  inconvcnicncy  at- 
tending this  fituation.  He  lived  in  his  head  quarters 
at  Freiberg  with  as  much  fimplicity  as  in  camp,  and 
with  much  more  frugality  and  mediocrity  than  even 

the 
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the  moft  inferior  general  in  rank  of  any  other  army* 
His  fole  recreation  confifted  in  the  converfation  of 
ttien  of  letters,  reading,  and  mufic.  (io6) 

The  iflue  of  this  campaign  feemed  not  ill  to  cor- 
rclpond  with  the  views  of  the  different  powers,  and  the 
hopes  of  his  enemies ;    yet  they  ftill  thought  they  had 
done  either  too  much,  or  too  little,  againft  the  king  of 
PrulTia,  to  ftop  when  circumftances  were  in  fo  fair  a 
;,  train.     They  refolved',  therefore,  to  continue  the  war ; 
and  were  confirmed  in  this  relblution,  on  difcovering 
a  difpofition  for  peace  in  England,  as  well  as  in  the 
-^  king  of  PrufTia-     Thefc  two  courts  had  declared  their 
difi^ofition  to  the  envoys  of  the  belligerent  powers  at 
the  Hague.     Staniflaus,  on  whom  fortune  feems  only 
to  have  beftow^d  the  crown  of  Poland  twice,  to  render 
him  more  unfortUnaH  by  twice  depriving  him  of  it, 
ofitred  the  town  of  Nancy,  where  he  refidcd,  to  com- 
mence the  negociations.  (107)  The  State?  General 
propofed  Breda.     But  all  thefe  pains  were  fruitlefs. 
The  hoflile  powers  deferred  declaring  themlelves  fb 
lot^  their  anfwers  were  fo  vague,  that  it  was  not  dif- 
fUMt  to  perceive  that  they  conceived  but  inconfi- 
derable  hopes  of  an  immediately  advantageous  peace* 
They  could  not  yet  flatter  themfclvcs  that  the  king  of 
Pniffia,  and  his  allies,  would  fubmit  to  the  conditions 
it  was  their  objeft  to  impofe,  and  they  made  no  doubt 
of  foon  being  in  a  fituation  to  diftate  as  conquerors. 
They  were  unwilling  to  have  facrificed  in  vain,  in  the 
courfe  of  three  years,  a  million  of  foldiers,  and  ira-' 
menfc  fums.     In  confequence,    preparations  were 
made  with  ardour  for  a  frefh  campaign* 

Three 
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Three  women  then  prefided  over  thefe  refolutioos 
Maria -Therefa,  Elizabeth,  and  the  mardhioncfi  of 
Pompadour;  and  thefe  three  women  decided  th« 
Europe  (hould  be  again  abandoned  to  carnage  ^ 
defolation.  Had  they  but  been  witncflcs  to  d^ 
horrors  of  a  fingle  battle;  had  they  perceived  whole 
heaps  of  dead  and  dying,  rivers  of  blood,  and  liiflU 
quivering  in  the  agonies  of  death,  would  they  not  have 
fliuddcred  at  their  own  projedts  ?  Men  of  obfcrvatioa 
are  to  be  found  of  a  different  opmion.  Women,  who  art 
naturally  fond  of  every  thing  that  forcibly  excites  thdr 
paffions,  do  not  always  turn  their  eyes  from  the  mA 
tragical  and  moft  barbarous  fcenes.  The  ladies  of 
Bologna  go  in  dominos,  during  the  carnival,  to  affiifl: 
at  anatomical  diileAions ;  thofe  of  Lifbon  have  great 
enjoyment  in  feeing  heretics  fuffering  in  the  flamcsi 
and  the  moft  elegant  Parifian  dames  did  not  fcrupk 
to  pay  10  or  12  louis  d'or  for  the  pkafure  of  feeing 
the  unhappy  Damiens  torn  to  pieces. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  theperfonal  hatred  of  the 
minifters  of  thefe  powers  againft  the  king  of  Pruffifc 
contributed  not  a  litde  to  the  obflinacy  of  his  ene||||lib 
Kaunitz,  Choifeul,  and  Bruhl,  conceived  that  they 
had  reafon  .to  hate  Frederick,  and  availed  theaifclvcs 
of  their  afcendency  over  the  minds  of  their  (bvereigns 
to  gratify  their  private  malice.  (io8)  Thus  it  may 
be  with  truth  aflerted,  that  rancour  had  more  in- 
fluence than  policy  in  the  continuation  of  this  warj 
and  thoufands  of  men  were  maffacred,  and  whok 
provinces  laid  wafte,  to  give  thefe  three  individuals 
the  opportunity  of  vengeance! 

It 
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It  was  a  great  advantage  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
bave  it  ftill  in  his  power  to  treat  Saxony  as  an  hoftilc 
cotmtry.  The  enemy,  although  in  poflfeffion  of  DrcA 
flcn,  could  not  prevent  the  king  from  drawing  out  of 
Saxony  and  Thuringia  refources  for  carrying  on  the 
War.  The  contributions  Frederick  levied  in  Saxony 
til  1760,  amounted  to  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
crowns  in  money,  (the  third  of  a  million  fterling,) 
^0,000  recruits,  fome  hundred  thoufand  buflicls  of 
corn,  feveral  thoufand  horfes,  oxen,  Iheep,  &c.  The 
Rncft  forcfts  were  cut  down  and  fold,  and  the  eleAcw's 
Brmers  were  obliged  to  pay  a  year's  revenue  in  ad- 
France.  Leipfic  was  accufed  of  treating  other  troops 
better  than  thofc  of  the  king,  and,  under  this  idle  prc- 
tcxt,was  fined  eight  tons  of  gold.  The  captain,who  was 
employed  to  exadt  tMppnoney,  (hut  up  the  counfeHors 
land  rich  merchants  of  the  town  in  the  citadel,  wher^ 
they  were  left  without  bed,  fire,  or  candle,  until  they 
^id  it;  and  they  were  compelled  to  make  him  a 
|>refcnt  of  1000  crowns,  in  gratitude  for  hi^  mild  pro*. 
Codings.  But  hunnanity  ancf  juftice  are  out  of  the 
t^^ffdon  when  out  own  prefervation  is  in  danger;  at^d 
^Vich  was  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  king. 

Another  method  of  obtaining  money  was  recurred 
lo>  by  falfifying  the  coin ;  and  this  was  carried  fo  far> 
that  eight  crowns  in  fpcdc  had  barely  the  intrinfic  va- 
lue df  a  ducat.  (109)  By  thefe  means,  and  theEnglifh 
1(ub(idies,  Frederick,  in  a  few  months,  fucceeded  in 
completing  his  army,  and  in  preparmg  for  another 
campaign.  At  this  period,  his  troops  were  cftimated 
at  tzg  battalions  and  xof  fquadrons.    The  Pruffian 

army 
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army  was  no  longer  connpofed  of  exerciied  ioldiersj 
as'  at  the  beginning  of  die  wan  The  king's  troop 
had  been  not  a  litde  diminiihed  in  the  preceding 
campaign^  and  he  had  a  great  number  of  young  ma 
unaccuflomed  to  carry  arms.  They  did  their  duty^ 
however^  under  the  aufpices  of  Frederick^  united  wid 
the  exemplary  encouragement  of  the  remaining  v^ 
terans. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  Pruffiaitf 
had  loft  upwards  of  40  generals,  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken  prifoners.  In  the  conftitution  of  the  Pruffiaa 
army,  this  lofs  is  more  difficult  to  repair  than  in  aoj 
other,  becaufe  the  officers  are  all  obliged  to  be  formdl 
fucceffively  in  every  rank,  before  they  can  arrive  it 
that  of  general, 

Reladons  of  that  period,  wfajph  originated  with  the 
enemies  of  the  king,  do  not  make  his  whole  forces,  at 
the  beginning  of  1760,  exceed  80,000  men ;  and  this 
fmall  army  had  to  defend  itfelf  againft  100,000  Avt 
nians,  80,000  Ruffians,  20,000  foldiers of  the  circles, 
and  20,000  Swedes ;  in  all,  220,000  men.  Befides 
thefe,  100,000  French,  under  the  duke  de  Br^lip, 
were  not  only  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  HandeveT} 
but  to  penetrate  into  Brandenbourg. 

It  was  probable  that  fo  confiderable  a  fuperiority  of 
forces  would  oblige  the  king  either  to  divide  his  armyj 
or,  if  he  wifhed  to  keep  it  togedicr,  to  abandon  either 
Saxony  or  Silefia  to  die  enemy.  The  following  is  tbc 
plan  formed  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Pcterftur^ 
for  this  nevyr  campaign.  The  Ruffians  were  to  enter 
Silefia,  and  there  join  a  confiderable  body  of  Auftriaift 

directed 
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direded  to  come  from  Bohemia  with  a  train  of  artil* 
icry,  in  order  to  render  themfelves  mailers  of  the  Oder^ 
by  the  capture  of  Breflaw  or  of  Glogau.  It  was  ima- 
gined that  Daun,  with  his  army  and  the  troops  of  the 
circles,  would  find  fufficient  employment  for  the  king 
in  Saxony,  and  prevent  him  from  marching  into  Silefia 
againfl:  the  Ruffians,  or  from  detaching  thither  any 
part  of  his  forces* 

^     In  the  month  of  May,  the  armies  deftined  againft 

JSoxony  and  Silefia  began  to  get  into  motion.     Lau- 

jidohn  commenced  in  Silefia  the  execution  of  hisplan^ 

and  fucceeded.     This  general,  at  the  head  of  a  confi- 

ederablc  corps,  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  Auftrian 

.main  army,  whofe  winter  quarters  extended  along  the 

frontiers  from  Bohemia  to  Troppau,     He  detached 

^liimfelf  from  it  in  thi^beginning  of  May,  and  traverfed 

Bohemia  to  get  into  Lower  Silefia,  and  on  the  23d  ef 

June  totally  defeated  La  Motte  Fouquct,  the  Pruflian 

general,    in  his  entrenched  camp  near  Landfhout. 

.This  camp  is  reprefcnted  as  a  fortrefs,  and  the  attack 

^s  an  aflault.     Laudohn,  after  clearing  fome  entrench- 

,  mcjnts,  fummoned  the  general  to  furrender  with  his 

corps.     Fouquet,  who  had  not  forgot  the  affair  of 

^Maxen,  refufed  the  fummons,  and  defended  himfclf 

from  hill  to  hill,  until  he  was  ac  length  made  prifoner 

-with  Ibmc  other  generals  and  5000  foldiers.  (no) 

It  is  certain  that  the  enemy  were  near  three  times  as 

:  numerous  as  the  Pruflians.     Laudohn   commanded 

30,000  men,  and  Fouquet  had  but  13,000.     This 

circumflance,  however,  does  not  diminifli  the  glory 

4)fthc  conqueror  i  but  what  covers  him  with  indelible 

difgrace, 
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diigraccy  is  the  abandoning  the  town  of  IjuidftM^ 
ftfcer  the  battle^  to  the  plunder  and  brutality  6f  Al, 
foldiers.  The  difcipline  of  an  army  tnuft  cither  bl 
very  lax^  if  fuch  difbrders  cannot  be  prevcn&ed>  dr  tk 
general  himfelf  extremely  barbtt'ousj  if  he  fiiflcrt 
them  to  be  introduced  as  the  rewards  c^oourage. 

The  firft  fruit  of  this  victory  was  the^  conqueft^ 
Glacz.  Laudohn  met  with  but  litde  refiftance  in  thefe 
countries.  The  king  was  yet  in  Saxony ;  and  prince 
Henry,  with  his  army,  on  the  Oder  and  the  Wait% 
watching  the  motions  of  the  Ruffians.  Glatz  hil 
only  a  weak  garrifon  of  2400  men^  who  made  as  6^ 
ble  a  defence.  Laudohn  received  heavy  canncm  frott 
Olmutz,  and  Griboval  diredted  the  liege.  The  tWh 
chcs  were  opened  the  20th  of  July,  and  on  the  afitk 
16  batteries  played  upon  the  fortrefs.  The  be&^ 
inftantly  abandoned  zflechcy  of  which  the  Croats  took 
pofleffion,  and  threw  themfelves  by  crowds  into  tbc 
fortification.  The  garrifon,  compofed  in  great  mci- 
fure  of  foreigners  and  refugees,  mutinied :  whole  com- 
panies laid  down  their  arms,  and  went  over  to  the  cn^ 
my  i  and  in  a  few  hours  the  fortrefs  and  garriibn  fellf 
without  capitulation,  into  the  hands  of  the  Au(hiads< 
D'O,  the  Pruffian  commandant,  might  have  cxcufed 
himfdf  to  the  king,  by  the  wretched  garriibn  he  c<«n* 
manded ;  but  he  thought  it  fafer  not  to  return  to  tte 
Pruffian  fervice,  and  remained  with  the  Aullriani. 

The  Ruffians,  who,  in  the  commencement,  feemed 
inclined  to  enter  Pomerania  or  the  New  Marche,  had 
turned  fuddenly  from  Pofen  againft  Silcfia,  inoiderto 
join  Laudohn  near  Brcflaw.  Thisgenerad^  to  facilitate 

the 
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-  the  junftion^  had  advanced  fix>m  Glatz  towards  Bref- 
^  law,  which  town  he  attempted  to  furprizc.  On  the 
"^^  30th  of  July,  he  fummoned  it  to  furrender,  alledging, 
^  **  That  Breflaw  not  being  a  fortrefs,  it  would  prove 
'"  •*  contrary  to  the  ufages  of  war  to  defend  it;  that  the 

*•*  king  was  beyond  the  Elbe,  and  prince  Henry  on  the 
■^  **  Warta ;  that  the  RuQlans  would  appear  in  two  days 

-  *^  with  75,000  men,  and  that  he  imagined  the  town^ 
*^  would  rather  receive  Auftrians  than  Ruflian^  s  Aac 

^  **  he  would  leave  the  terais  of  capitulation  to^^^vc  gar** 

"■^  •*  rifon,  but  that,  if  they  refufed  to  furrendefi  45  moN 

.  *^  tars  were  ready  to  fct  the  town  in  flames."     General 

Tauenzin,  the  governor,  replied,  "  That  Breflaw  was 

*^  a  fortrefs,  and  that,  (hould  even. all  the  houles  be 

-  ^*  reduced  to  afties,.  he.  would  wait  for  the  enemy  on 
*'  the  ramparts/'  The  firing  immediately  began. 
Some  public  edifiqes,  and,  amongfl:  others,  the  king's 
houfe,  an  indifferent  building  fituated  near  the  convene 
of  the  capuchins,  were  burnt^  (u  x)  But,  the  fudden 
appearance  of  prince  Henry,  who  arrived  on  the  4th 
of  Augufl:  at  Neumarkt,  four  miles  from  Breflaw, 
madeLaudohn  raife  the  fiege,  and  prevented  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Aufl:rians  ^nd  RuflS.ans^.  Laudohn  fell  back 
on  Schweidnits5>  ar^d  SoltikofF,  who  had  reached 
Hundsfeld  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oder,  a  mile's  dif- 
tance  from  Breflaw,  did  not  think  proper  to  pafs  the 
river,  and  rifle  an  a£tion  with  prince  Henry. 

It  may  truly  be  aflerted,  that  the  prefence  of  this 

prince  with  30^000  men  againfl:  70,000  Rufllans  and 

30,000  Auftrians,  decided  the  fuccefs  of  this  campaign 

in  favour  of  the.  king.    The  plan  of  the  enemy  .w^ 

Vol.  I.  P  dif. 
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difconccrted.  But  it  is  likcwife  evident,  that  the  Rufr 
fian  general  aAed  with  a  precaution  by  no  nrieans  Cal-i 
culated  to  give  it  fuccels.  He  thought  of  nothing  but 
iparing  his  army,  and  was  apprehenfive  of  being  called 
upon  to  anfwer  for  any  mifcarriage.  (112) 

Reciprocal  diffidence  and  mutual  jealoufy  between 
generals  of  allied  troops,  charged  with  the  exectition 
of  a  common  enterprize,  are  evils  almoft  inevitable, 
and  which  generally  deftroy  all  the  advantages  c/fu- 
pcriofiI5'.^  The  good  underftanding  which  prevailed 
between  Eugene  and  Marlborough  ftands^  perhaps,  a 
fingle  exception  upon  record.  The  circumfpedUon 
of  the  Ruffian  unqueftionably  originated  rather  in  his 
own  ideas  than  in  the  orders  of  the  emprefs ;  but  the 
general  of  an  army  of  70,000  men  at  500  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  his  court,  is,  ia  fa£fc,  independent.  There 
was  no  poffibility  of  difpatching  couriers,  and  waiting 
for  orders,  to  direft  his  daily  movements.  , 

Such  was  the  pbfition  of  the  armies  in  Silefia,  when 
the  king  refolved  to  march  to  the  relief  of  tliat  pro- 
vince. In  the  month  of  July  he  had  undertaken  the 
fiegc  of  Drefden,  which^he  was  obliged  to  raife  without 
fuccefs.  (113)  But,  the  movements  which  preceded 
thisflege,  and  which  tended  either  to  bring  the  Auftri- 
ans  to  an  engagement,  or  to  remove  them  from  before 
Drefden,  are  truly  aftonifhing,  and  merit  a  relation. 
In  the  middle  of  June,  the  king  paffed  the  Elbe  below 
Drefden,  and  Daun  had  not  ventured  to  obftruft  him, 
for  fear  of  bringing  on  an  aftion  in  the  open  fields 
But,  at  the  commencement  of  July,  the  king  turning 
towards  Lufatia,  and  having  reached  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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h^od  of  Bautzen  the  6th,  the  Auftrians  followed  him 
with  rapid  marches,  feeling  the  importance  of  prcferv- 
ing  their  communication  with  Laudohn  and  the  Rut 
fians,  and  of  preventing  the  junftionof  the  king  with 
prince  Henry:  and,infaft,  this  junftionfeemcdtobe  thtf 
objed  of  the  Pruflians  in  their  prelent  march  j  Daun^ 
Aerefore,  imagined  he  had  deranged  their  projcft.  Ori 
rfie  8  th  of  July,  he  had  already  gotten  beyond  the  river 
Queis,  near  to  Ottendorf,  in  Silefia,  and  the  king  was 
yet  in  Lufatia.     Daun  had,  confequently,  the  ftart  of 
him  by  two  days  march.  But  he  foon  found  that  he  had 
given  this  advantage  to  Frederick,  who  fuddenly  direft- 
cd  his  courfefrom  Lufetia  towards  tfie  Elbe,  and,  oh  the 
i  2th  of  July,  fat  down  before  Drefden.     The  army 
Cf  the  circles  made  a  quick  retreat.     The  town  waJ 
lummoned.     General  Maquh-e,  who  commanded  the 
garrifon,  refolved  to  defend  himfelf,  and  the  place  was 
connonaded  by  the  artillery  brought  from  Magde- 
bourg  by  the  Elbe,      The  befiegers  deftroyed  the 
edifices  in  the  fuburbs,  reduced  feme  fine  churches, 
and  upwards  of  260  houfes,  to  afhes.     This  confla- 
gration  only  ferved  to  encrcafe  the  misfortune  of  the 
inhabitants.     On  the  20th  of  July,  Daun  again  ap- 
peared near  Drefden,  on  which  the  king  raifed  the 
ficge,  and  entered  Silefia  f  third  time,  under  the  eyes 
of  the  Auftrian  army,    after  paffing  the  Elbe,   the 
Spree,    and  the  Bober.       Notwithftanding  all  the 
bridges  were  broken  down,  he  performed,  in  five  days, 
with   his  troops    and  2000  waggons,    a  march  of 
40  leagues,  and  arrived  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  near 
Bunzlaw,  in  Silefia. 

P  2  About 
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About  the  fame  time,  Daun  had  advanced  to  L^U- 
ban,  in  Silefia,  and>  having  joined  the  corps  under 
Laudohn,  he  made  every  effort  with  the  whole  body 
of  the  Aiiftrian  forces  to  prevent  the  king  fronci  reach- 
ing  Breflaw,   and    forming  a  junftion  with  prince 
Henry.     Silefia  now  beheld  upon  her  territory  almoft 
the  whole  military  forces  of  Auftria,  Ruflia,    and 
Pruffia:  70,000  Pruffians  were  in  fight  of  100,000 
Auftrians  and  75,000  Ruffians.     Daun  fo  direftcd 
his  movements  as  to  enable  him,  at  any  time,  to  im- 
pede the  king  from  marching,  without  expofing  him- 
felf  to  an  attack*     The  two  armies  advanced  by  the 
fide  of  each  other  for  fome  day5^  being  feparatcd  only 
by  the  Katzbach,  a  rivulet,  the  courfe  of  which  was 
rather  rapid.     On  the  14th  of  Auguft,  the  king  arriv- 
ed near  Lignitz,  and  Daun  oppofite  to  him,  near  Wal- 
ftadt,  a  convent  fituated  in  the  country  celebrated 
for  a  great  battle  in  1241  between  the.  Chriftians  and 
the  Tartars. 

The  Ruffians,  who  were  ftill  beyond  the  Oder,  at 
fome  miles  diftance  from  Breflaw,  were  by  no  means 
fatisfied  with  this  parallel  march  of  the  Auftrians. 
They  imagined,  that,  as  they  had  not  prevented  the 
king  from  paffing  the  Elbe,  the  Spree,  and  the  Bobcr» 
fo  they  could  not  interrupt  his  progrefs  acrofs  the 
Oder,  near  Steinau  j  and  that  he  would  make  a  fub- 
fequent  attack  againft  them,  after  his  jundlion  with 
prince  Henry. "  //  will  only  coji  the  king^^*  faid  general 
Soltikoff,  '*  one  of  his  forced  marches  and  ordinary  fm* 
"  tageviis'*  This  general  had  exprefsly  declared,  that, 
the  inftant  they  fuffered  the  king  to  pafs  the  Oder,  he 
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^ould  retire  into  Poland.  Daun  faw  himfelf,  there-. 
fore>  obliged  to  rifk  a  battle,  that  he  might  ftop  the 
king.  He  refolved  to  attack  the  king's  camp  near 
UgnitE  in  the  morning  of  the  T5th  of  Auguft,  ij6o.' 
Daun  was  to  attack  the  front,  Lafci  the  right  wing,, 
and  Laudohn  the  left,  •Laudohn,  who  was  obliged  to 
make  a  circuit,  defcended  the  Katzbach  during  the 
night,'- pafled  that  rivulet  near  Parchwitz,  and  then 
turned  onLignitz,  with  the  defign  of  falling  at  day-, 
break  on  ?  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruffians.  Frederick 
iaved  him  apart  of  his  march.  At  fun-rife  he  {aw 
the  Pruflian  army  in  order  of  battle,  where  he  did" 
not  expedt  to  meet  them.  (114  aod  115)  The  king 
was  apprized  of  every  circumftance,  and  had  defcendcd 
a  league-  down  the  rivulet.  His  right  wing  was 
watching  Daun's  motions,  whilft  the  left  was  engaged 
with  Laudohri.^  .         . 

At  the  beginning,  Laudohn  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
feme  heights,  but  when  he  perceived  the  Pruffian  army 
oppofite  to  him,  and  could  difcover  no  Auftrian 
troops  on  the  other  fide,  he  faid  to  his  foldiers :  ^'  My 
•^  brave  friends  and  companions,  I  fee  that  we  are  left 
**  to  ourfelves ;  we  have  no  relburce  but  in  our  cou- 
<*rage;  follow  me!"  He  cxpofed  himfelf  to  the 
greateft  danger,  and  wa^  obliged  to  force  hij  way 
through  the  battle,  fword  in  hand ;  and,  after  lofmg 
9000  men,  8^  cannon,  and  23  ftandards,  by  his  retreat 
he  faved  his  honour,  and  that  of  his  troops.  Lau- 
dohn experienced  no  difficulty  in  juftifying  himfelf 
imder  this  point  of  view,  at  leaft,  bearing  no  rcfem- 
.^lance  to  Daun  and  Lafci,  who,  tcnified  at  the  new 
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pofition  of  the  Pruffiansj  did  noc  venture  to  sittaeli 
them.  (ii6) 

The  king  puthcd  his  viftory  no  farther,  that  be 
might  keep  his  troops  coUefted  againft  Daun  and 
^^ci.  But  thefe  two  generals  did  not  think  prc^ 
todifturb  him,'-tnd  CzernichefF,  the  Ruffian  generali 
who,  the  evening  before,  had  pafied  the  Oder  with 
aoyOOo  men  to  join  the  Auilrians,  made  a  hafiy  tc^ 
t4Tac  over  that  river.  Laudohn  regained  the  grand 
army  with  the  {battered  remains  of  his  troops,  and  the 
Frufiians  retired  without  any  obftacle  tqwards  Breflav 
by  Parchwitz. 

Soltik<^paired  ^  Bartfch  to  get  to  a  diftance  from 
die  Oder,,  and  Frederick,  after  drawing  to  him  the 
greateft  part  of  prince  Henry's  army,  turned  towards 
Schweidnitz,  to  which  place  Daun  was  now  preparing 
to  lay  fiege.  But  feeing  himfelf  anticipated  by  the 
king,  and  fearing  to  be  cut  off  from  Bohemia,  be 
drew  nearer  to  the  mountains. 

The  two  armies  fpent  the  whole  month  of  Septem- 
ber in  this  country,  in  making  mafterly  evolutions, 
the  objeft  of  which  was  to  gain  the  advantage  of  po-* 
fition,  in  cafe  of  a  battle  ^  but  both  parties  acting 
witli  equal  prudence,  nothing  remarkable  occurred. 

Yet  Werner,  the  Pruffian  general  of  huffars,  cijc- 
CUted  an  entcrprize,  which  was  perfectly  well  charac-^ 
terized  afterwards,  on  a  medal,  by  this  legend,  taken 
from  Ovid,  Res  fimilis  fi£la^  The  Ruffians,  with  a 
fleet  of  27  fliips  and  an  army  of  15,000  men,  had  laid 
fiegeto  the  little  fortrefs  of  Colberg,  in  Pomerania,  on 
the  Baltic  fca.    Colonel  Heiden,  who  commanded  the 
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place,  was  not  intimidated,  though  he  had'but  a  'fiiiall 
garrifon ;  and  Werner  was  fent  from  :S^efia  to  his 
fiiccour.  In  iz  days  he  marched  40  German  'miles^ 
(Z40  miles  Eng^ifli,)  with  his  regiment  oF  huiiars 
and  fome  battalions  of  infantry,  arrived  the  i8th  of 
September  near  Colberg,  fell  infbmi|f  fword  in  hand 
on  the  befiegers,  and  by  this  unforeieen  attack  ipread 
fiich  terror  amongil  them,  as  to  make  them  precipi- 
tately raife  the  fiege.  The  Ruffians  loft  no  time  in 
retreating,  and  in  a  few  days  there  remained  neither 
fleet  nor  troops.  (  n.7  ) 

The  ifTue  of  this  campaign,  however,  did  not  ill 
correfpond  with  the  deligns  oL,  the .  allied  powers. 
Each  of  them  thought  their  army  in  danger,  until  they 
had  completely  deftrpyed  the  forces  of  Frederick. 
To  attain  this  obged,  an  enterprizc  was  projcded 
againft  Berlin.  Czernicheff  was  entrufted  with  its 
execution,  having  under  his  command  20,000  Ruffians^ 
and  Soltikoff  confented  to  pafs  the  Oder,  to  cdver 
him  in  his  progreis.on  t^  £de  of  theMarche.  At 
the  fame  time,  14,000  Auftrians  traverfed  Lufatii 
under  general  Lafci,  to  join  the  Ruffians  near  Berlin; 
Tottleben,  a  Ruffian  general,  was  employed  in  thi^ 
expedition,  having  been^rmerly  in  the  fervice  of 
Pruffia,  and  knpwing  pcrfcftly  the  country.  He  haf- 
tened  his  march  with  -am  advanced  gyard  of  fome 
regiments,  and,  on  the  3d  of  Odtober,  .fix  days.after 
his  departure  from  Bcuten  on  the  Oder,  arrived  before 
the  gates  of  Berlin. 

This  extenfive  and  open  city,  was  only  guarded  by 
a  few  garrifon  battalions  1   but  fuccour  was  expedbed^ 
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and  the  city  refufcd  to  furrender.  Prince  Eugene  of 
Wirtcmbci^  .returned  from  Sweden  to  Berlin  with 
5000  Pruflians^  and  general  Hulfen>  who  was  unable 
to  make  head  in  Saxony  againil  the  army  of  the  circles, 
haftened  thither  from  Wittenberg  with  zi  battalions. 
The  former  arrijfcd  near  Berlin  on  the  4th,  the  latter 
on  the  Sthof  Oftobcr. 

Tottleben  was  at  firft  obhged  to  retire  with  fome 
lofs,  and  could  not  enter  the  town  before  the  9thr 
after  the  arrival  of  Czernicheff  and  Lalci,  and  until 
the  Pruflian  army,  contrary  to  all  expedation,  had  re- 
treated during  the  night  to  Spandau.  Had  thefe 
troops  poflefled  either  the  ability  or  the  courage  to 
defend  themfelves  only  for  a  few  days  before  the  gates 
of  Berlin,  the  projeft  would  probably  have  failed :  for, 
the  king  left  Silefia  on  the. 6th;  and  die  rumour  of 
his  march  had  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the  enemy, 
that  on  the  8  th  they  determined  to  retreat,  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  being  cut  off  from  their  main  army. 
But,  unhappily  for  Berlin,  the  marquis  de  Montalcm- 
bcrt,  who  was  with  the  combined  army,  was  admitted 
to  the  council  of  war.  He  reprefented  fo  pointedly 
the  difgrace  of  retiring,  without  fo  much  as  making 
an  attempt,  from  before  a  town  comparatively  without 
defence,  that  an  attack  was  finally  decided  on.  (ii8«) 

Tottleben  placed  a  ganifon  in  Berlin  in  the  name 
of  the  emprcfs  of  Ruflia.  He  exaded  a  million  and 
a  half  of  crowns,  and  with  that  money  paid  his  ancient 
private  debts  in  that  city.  The  Auftrians  took  pof- 
fefTion  of  one  of  the  gates,  and  entered  Berlin  miich 
againft  his  wifhes.    The  inhabitants,  of  Berlin  have 

not 
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not  yet  forgotten  the  excellent  diicipline  obierved  by 
the  Ruffians  on  this  occaGon>  nor  the  czcniplary  coo* 
dud  of  Bachmann,  a  Ruffian  brigadier,  who  was 
made  commandant  of  die  city.  He  refiifed  a  preienr 
of  10,000  crowns,  offered  him  by  the  town  council,  as 
a  token  of  gratitude  for  his  modera^n.  ^'  If  the 
"  ^ityy'  obferved  this  officeri  is  of  apimony  thai  cur 
*'  difcipline  has  alleviated  ber  misfortuney'^^  it  is  to  the 
*^  exprejs  orders  of  our  emprefs  Jbe  owes  that  Migatictu 
'*  jisfor  me,  I  am  amply  repaid  by  the  honour  of  being 
**  for  three  days  commandant  of  Berlin.^* 
-  Such  examples  of  generofity  became  more  rar^ 
from  year  to  year,  in  the  courfe  j£  this  long  war. 
Men  are  more  inclined,  than  may  at  firft  fight  appear^ 
to  fall  back  into  barbarifin;  and  a  few  years  war 
would  fuffice  to  weaken  amongft  nations,  if  not 
wholly  to  deftroy,  every  fenriment  of  generofity, 
equity,  and  compaffion.  Thefe  warriors  foon  became 
obdurate  and  infenfible.  When  the  enemy  retired, 
fuch  traces  of  deftruftion  ifere  left  in  fbme  of  the 
royal  houfes  in  the  environs  of  Berlin,  as  would  have 
marked  the  footfteps  of  the  ancient  Goths.  Without 
any  advantage  to  themfelves.  they  had  deftroyed  all 
the  works  of  tafte  and  art  which  it  was  poffible  to  de- 
face in  die  courfe  of  three  days.  The  friends  of  the 
fine  arts  cannot  refrain  from  fbedding  a  tear  over  this 
^erocity,  on  beholding,  in  the  palace  of  Charlotten- 
>ourg,  the  beautiful  ftatues  of  the  coUeftion  of  car- 
linal  de  Polignac  mutilated  by  thefe  barbarians.(i  19) 
^11  thefe  fhocking  exceflcs  are  attributed  to  count 
►riihl,  who  ordered  them  to  be  perpetrated  by  the 
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Saxon  troq)s  in  the  Aufh-ian  army.  He  Gonfideitii 
thefe  ravages  as  juft  reprifals  for  the  pillage  and  ^ 
orders  committed  by  the  Pruffians  <m  his  eftatsea.  If 
thefe  reprifals  coidd  be  eftabliflied  as  a  rights  it  vmM 
be  no  lefs  dangerous  to  give  room  for  tbtm^  than  to 
exert  them.  'Briihl  did  not  reBe6k  thzt  the  king  was 
at  this  moment  on  his  way  to  Saxony.  In  truths  it 
appeared  difEcult  for  Frederick  to  make  himlelf  once 
more  mailer  of  that  Eledtorate.  Daun  never  kit 
fight  of  him;  the  Ruffians^  with  a  numerous,  annyi 
were  in  the  middle  of  his  ftates ;  and  the  Swedes  were 
advancing  on  die  other  fide.  The  troops  of  the  dr- 
des^  reinforced  Jijby  fome  Auftrian  regiments,  had 
driven  fix>m  Saxony  the  feeble  corps  of  Pniflians  com- 
manded by  general  Hulfen,  and  were  in  polSeflion  of 
the  river  Elbe,  and  all  the  ftrong  places.  Xaudohn 
remained  in  Silefia  with  the  body  of  troops  under  his 
command. 

On  the  nth  of  Oftober,  Frederick  paffed  the 
Bober  near  Sprottau.  On  the  fight  of  him,  the 
Ruffians  retired  behind  the  Oder,  towards  the  New 
Marchc,  CzernichcfF  and  Tottleben  had  left  Berlin 
to  join  them,  and  marched  la  German,  or  74Englilh 
miles,  in  two  days.  Lafci  haftened  to  join  Daun's 
army  in  Saxony,  which  continued  to  accompany  that 
of  the  Pruffians.  Towards  the  end  of  Oftober  they 
pafled  die  Elbe  at  the  fame  time,  the^  former  near 
Torgau,  the  latter  near  to  Deflau.  The  troops  of 
the  circles  on  this  occafion  quitted  Wittenberg  and 
Leipfic,  and  difappeared.  Into  the  hands  of  what 
power  the  poffeffion  of  Saxony  and  the  winter  quarters 

was 
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was  destined  to  fall^  a  battle  only  could  deterjncune. 
On  the  3d  of  Novemberi  die  king  attacked  the  Au& 
trians^  in  their  can^  near  Torgau^  with  65  battaliona 
and  iz^  fquadrons,  and  wrefted  from  them  a  yi6toryi 
6f  which  Daun  thought  himfelf  fo  fure,  that,  at  fix  in 
the  evening,  he  diipatched  a  courier  wSdi  the  news  of 
it  to  Vienna. 

They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of 
the  enemy's  camp,  and  the  pofition  of  Daun,  mufb 
always  Ipeak  with  admiration  of  this  vi&ory :  and, 
indeed,  on  examining  the  order  of  the  attack,  it  is 
impoflible  to  withhold  the  fame  tribute  to  the  firm* 
ncfe  and  courage  of  the  defence^  The  left  wing  g£ 
the  Auftrians  was  fupported  by  the  Elbe,  near  Tor-^ 
gau :   in  their  front  and  to  the  right  they  had  the 
heights  of  Suptitz,  lined  with  ftrong  batteries;  with 
woods  and  moraffes  in  their  rear.     This.poft  was 
deemed  impregnable ;  and  fo  perhaps  it  would  have 
proved  againft  all   enemies  but  Frederick.     This 
prince  detaches  himielf  frcmthe  left  wing  of  his  army 
with  30  battalions  and  50  fquadrons,  and.  marches 
towards  the  Aufiriian  right  wing,  with  a  view  of  pe- 
netrating to  their  rear,  throug^i  the  woods  and  marihes. 
Zicthen  had  orders  to  attacic  their  front  with  30  bat- 
talions and  70  fquadrons.     Thus  Daun  found  him- 
fclf  between  two  fires,  and  was  obliged  to  front  both 
wkys.     His  batteries  and  grenadiers  made  the  left 
wing  of  the  Pruflians,  which  had  turned  them,  give 
way.    The  fire  of  his  batteries  produced  a  terrible 
efieft.     The  king  acknowledged  he  had  never  fccn 
fo  violent  a  fire.     He  was  flightly  wounded  in  the 
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hreaft.  On  his  fide,  Ziethen  met  with  no  iefs  obfH* 
nace  a  reliftance.  It  was  already  night,  and'Datin 
wrote  .from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  emprefs,  *«  The 
5*  juft  arms  of  your  royal  apoftolic  majefty  have  this 
«  day  gained  a  complete*  victory  oyer  the  king  of 
««  Pniffia,  and'  ihe  enemy  is  beaten.'*  .  Bat,  at  fevcn 
in  the  evening,  the  king,  who  was  determined  to  con^r 
qiier  or  to  die,  joined  his  wing  to  that  of  <Ziethei>,  rc- 
newedrthe  attack,  and  got  poflfenion  of  the' heights  of 
Suptitz,  and  the  principal  batteries  of  the  Auftrians* 
Viftory  now  decided  in  favour  of  the  Prufllans.r  They  ' 
maintained  themfclves  on  thefe  heights,  and  the 
Auflrians  did  not  4tre  to  ffipofe  themfelves  the  next 
day  to  a  frefh  attack.  During  the  night  they  re- 
treated over  the  Elbe^  by  Torgau,  and  left  the  Prut 
fians  the  field  of  battle,  after  lofing  four  generals,  aoo 
cfiicers,  inwards  of  14,000  killed  and  wounded^ 
50  pieces  of  cannon,  and  30  pair  of  colours.  Daun 
himfelf  was  dangeroufly  wounded.  ( 1 20) 

This  viftory  was  attenc^  with  nearly  the  fame  lofa 
to  Frederick.  But  its  confequences  were  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  him.  He  preferved  his  winter  quarters 
in  Saxony,  and  was  enab^  to  detach  into  Silefia,  Po- 
merania,  and  the  Marche,  and  drive  the  enemy  from 
thofe  provinces.  Daun  retired  under  the  cannon  of 
Drefden.  Laudohn,  however,  had  rrrade  an  attempt 
on  the  fortrefe  of  Cofel,  in  Silefia ;  but  general  Golz 
appearing  to  relieve  that  place,  he  fell  back  on  Glat2 
and  Upper  Silefia,  towards  the  end  of  November,  and 
Silefia  was  occupied  by  PruflSan  garrifons. 

As  the  Ruffians  had  taken  no  fbrong  place,  and  had 

laid 


F    R-.E    p    E  It    I   CK      II.  22i 

laid  waftc^e  country,  thcy.^ere  coippey^^tD  retire, 
and  for  the  fburtli  time  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters, 
in  Poland.  H 

General  Werner,  in  his  return  fronpi  Cdtoerg,  drove 
the  Swedes  from  the  Ukrain.  Marche,  and  repulfed 
them  beyond  Peena,  as  far  as  Stralfuncf.  .  Duke  Fer- 
dinand and  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  had 
fruftrated  the  projeds  of  the  French  againft  Hanover 
and  Brandenbourg,  One  hundred  thoufand.  Frencbv 
had,  indeed,  laid  wafte  the  country  of  Heffe,  biit  thej 
could  not  prevent  the  Engliih  from  taking  Pondicherjy 
in  Afia,  and  Canada  in :  America.  The  enoraious 
cxpences  of  France  in  tMs  war  did  not  terminate  in 
any  acquifition  whatfoevcr,  though  they  amounted 
annually  to  400  millions  of  livres,  one  half  of  wlikrh 
pafled  into  Germany  s  nor  did  the  Auftrians  and  Ruf- 
iians  expend  far  Ihort  of  that  funo. 

Yet,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1760,  the  king  of  Prut- 
fia  found  himfclf  in  the  fame  Gtuation  as  before;  .iior 
were  his  enemies  farther  a^anced  than  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  campaign.  The  only  advantage  they  de- 
rived from  the  expenditure  of  fo  many  millions,  and 
the  blood  of  fo  many  thoufaf|cls  maflacred  in  this  cam- 
paign, was  the  Uttle  fortrefs  of  Glatz.  But,  however . 
trivial  that  acquifition^  it  ftill  ferved  to  cherifh  in  the 
court  of  Vienna  the  hope  of  recovering  Silefia,  aod^ 
confequently,  the  defire  of  continuing  the  war.  In 
fa6^  this  court  could,  at  no  period,  exped  to  find  more 
powerful  alliances  than  thofe  fhe  then  enjoyed.  She 
vxerted  herfelf,  therefore,  to  kindle  anew  the  flames  of 
war  in  Germany,  and  found  m?ans  to  engage  her  al- 
lien 
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yes  in  frcfli  efforts  againft  thekmg  of  Pruffia.  Fre- 
derick again  oppofed  to  fiich  fupcrior  forces  his  cou- 
rage and  his  genius  ;  he  laboured  to  connpTete  hi^ 
army,  and  even  augmented  it  with  feme  light  troops. 
Colonel  Quintus  Icilius  (Mr.  Guichard)  had  ordeH 
to  levy  a  legion,  compofed,  like  thofe  of  the  Romans, 
of  6666  infantry,  dragoons^  and  huflfars. 

Pitt  had  inlpired  into  the  Englifh  nation  the  warm* 
eft  enthufiafm  for  the  king  of  Pruffia.  Whilft  the 
French  thought,  by  combating  in  Germany,  to  avert 
their  ruin  in  Afia  and  America,  Pitt  pcrfliaded  the 
parliament,  that  Frederick  and  Ferdinand  might  con- 
tribute in  Gcrmzitf  to  the  conqucft  of  Canada  and 
Pondicherry.  The  news  of  the  batdes  of  Lignitz  and 
Torgau  was  received  in  London  with  as  much  avidity 
as  intelligence  fix>m  the  Indies  and  America.  The 
Pruflian  officer,  who  carried  to  London  the  account  of 
Frederick's  laft  viftory,  was  prefentcd  with  looo  gui- 
neas. Nor  did  the  death  of  George  II,  in  Oftober, 
1760,  caufe  any  revolution-  in  the  difpofitions  of  die 
nation.  George  III.  his  grandfon  and  lucceflbr,  faid, 
at  the  firft  meeting  of  Parliament  after  his  acceffion, 
**  Born  and  educated  amongft  you,  I  glory  in  the 

^^  name  of  Briton ,  .  I  am  determined  to 

'*  continue  the  war  againft  our  enemies ;  and  I  make 
*^  no  doubt  that  you  will  enable  me  to  lupport,  with 
*^  all  my  forces,  my  friend  and  ally  the  king  of  Pruf- 
"  fia.*'  The  parliament,  charmed  with  this  decla- 
ration, replied,  "  We  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the 
«  intrepid  firmnefs  of  your  majefty's  ally,  the  king  of 
*'  Pruflia,    and  the  inexhauftiblc  refources    of  his 

t"  mind. 
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«*  mind,  •.♦..*  Wc  chcarfiilly  grant  the  ftibfti 
*^  dies/'  &c.  &c«  Thefe  liibfidics  amounted  ta  fbuf 
piillions  of  crowns. 

The  king  remained  in  Saxony  mxh  his  army,  and 
paffed  the  winter  at  Leipfic.  The  preparations  for  a 
fi-efh  campaign  againft  280,000  enemies  ftill  left  him 
time  enough  for  peace&l  occupations ;  and  he  every 
4ay  dedicated  ibme  hour.s  to  reading,  mufic,  and  the 
converfation  of  literary  men. 

At  this  moment,  however,  80,000  Ruffians,  100,000 
A^ftrians,  80,000  French,  30,000  troops  of  the  cir- 
cles, the  Swedes,  and  others,  were  meditating  a  frelh 
campaign  (1761)  againft  Fibederickmnd  his  dominions^ 
It  was  foon  difcovered,  that  the  jundion  of  the  RufTian 
and  Auftrian  armies  ftill  continued  to  be  the  favourite 
objeft  of  their  operations.  A  confiderable  body  of 
Ruffians  were  deftined  to  fix  themfelves  in  Pomera- 
nia,  under  general  Romanzow,  and  for  this  purpofe  ta 
reduce  Golberg  or  Stettin. 

It  was  evident  that  the  j|un£Hon  of  the  Auflrians 
and  Ruffians  was  to  take  place  in  Silefia,  for  which 
reafbn  Frederick  fent  prince  Henry  into  Saxony 
againfl  Daun,  and  repaired  himfelf  to  Silefia  with  a 
party  of  his  army.  Laudohn,  who  had  the  chief  part 
to  play  in  this  campaign,  commanded  60,000  men, 
and  was  driving  to  join  the  Ruffians  in  Upper  Silefia. 
This  Frederick  prevented  by  rapid  marches.  The 
Ruffians,  fcnfible  that  the  pafTage  of  the  Oder  might 
be  attended  with  danger  for  them  in  this  country,  re- 
treated, in  the  month  of  Augufl:,  along  that  river,  to- 
wards Lower  Silefia,  and>  in  paffingi  bombarded  for 
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ibmc  hours  the  ifland  of  the  cathedral  of  Brcflaw* 
Some  days  after,  they  threw  a  bridge  .of  boats  Over  die 
river,  near  the  abbey  of  Leubus,  and,  on  the  1 2th  of 
Auguft,  1761,  joined  the  Auftrians  near  Strigau, 
vitliin  the  Oder. 

Thus  was  this  jundion  at  length  accomplifhed;.^ 
which  for  the  laftfour  years  had  been  the  objea  of  fo 
many  pjans  and  preparations.  But  it  did  not  produce 
the  promifed  efFedt.  Sixty  thoufand  Auftrians,  and  as 
many  Ruflians,  forming  in  all  130  battalions  and  940 
iquadrons,  were  affcmbled,  and  feemed  to  menace  the 
king^s  camp  near  Bunzelwitz,  containing  50  battalions 
and  80  fquadrons.  Frederick's  ficuation  was  dan- 
gerous :  he  could  not  hope  effentially  to  mend  his 
iituation  even  by  a  viftory ;  for  how  was  it  jpoflible  ta 
conquer  without  a  prodigious  lofs  ?  .  Laudohn  had 
Ihewn  that  he  was  difpofed  to  keep  firm;  and  if  the 
king  fufFered  a  defeat,  where  were  his  refources  ?  He 
had  to  dread  the  lofs  of  his  whole  army,  an^  could  ex- 
pe6l  no  reinforcements  from  Saxony  or  Pomerania. 
Thus  fituated,  it  was  too  much  to  rilk  a  battle-  Fre- 
derick, therefore,  did  not  attack,  but  confined  himfelf 
to  ftrengthening  his  poft  fo  as  to  render  it  impoffible 
for  the  enemy  to.  attempt  to  force  hirn  without  danger. 
Such  are  the  means  by  which  he  was  able  for  twenty 
days  to  elude  the  defigns  of  a  coloffal  army,  and  com- 
pel it  to  remain  inaftive. 

The  patience  and  addrefs  of  Frederick  in  this  cir- 
cumftance  are  the  more  aftonilhing,  as  he  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  this  manner  of  waging  war,  and  diofc 
requifites  were  not  in  his  character.    In  the  qamp,  he 
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fcfthc  example  of  vigilaiice.  Every  night  he  vifited 
in  perfoa  the  entrenchments,  and  fometimes  remained 
near  the  fires  until  break  of  day.  (121)  The  efFefts 
of  this  fteady,  immoveable  firmnefs  were  loon  per- 
fceived.  Three  armies,  in  which  two  hundred  and  fifty 
4:houfand  men  were,  of  neceffity,  to  be  furniihed*  with 
f  rovifions,  and  in  which  their  chief  military  employ- 
ment was  the  attempt  to  intercept  the  fupplies  of  each 
jother,  could  not  long  fubfifl:  within  the  fpacc  of  a  few 
miles,  and  between  the  mountains.  The  buihe}  of 
wheat  was  fold  as  high  as  15  crowns.  Butturlin,  to 
whom  Solcikofi^  had  refigned  the  command  of  the 
Ruffians,  on  account  of  his  ill  health,  was  the  firft  to 
feel  the  icarcity.  Oa  the  13th  of  September,  he  re* 
pafled  the  Oder^  leaving  only  20,000  Ruffians  under 
CzernichefF  with  the  Auftrian  army.  Even  under  this 
circiimftance,  the  king  found  himfelf  expofed  to  a 
Superior  enemy  ;  but  he  now  thought  he  might  with- 
out danger  quit  his  camp,  where  he  was  too  much 
prefled.  In  confequence,  he  repaired  into  the  plain  of 
Strelen,  in  wder  to  facilitate  the  fubfiftence  of  his 
army,  and  with  the  defign  of  drawing  the  enemy  out 
of  the  mountains.  The  very  rcverfe  of  this  took 
place.  Laudohn,  profiting  by  the  diftance  of  the 
king,  fell  upon,  and  took,  (word  in  hand,  the  fortrefs 
of  Schweidnitz.  This  was  one  of  the  hardieft  and 
nioft  brilliant  adions  of  the  whole  war. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  hcfurrounded  the  place 

by  a  chain  of  huffars,  Croats,  and  Coflacks,  in  order 

to  conceal  the  objeft  of  attack.     Behind  this  chain, 

he  ftationed,  during  the  night,  atjdifFercnt  places,  and 
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at  equal  dlftances  from  the  fortrefs,  26  battalions,' fo 
diftributed  as  to  have  five  at  each  poft,  Thefe  bat- 
talions advanced  in  the  night,  in  four  columns,  with 
fafcines  and  fcaling  ladders,  whilft  the  Croats  were  ma- 
king a  falfe  attack  upon  another  fide.  At  three  in 
the  morning,  each  column,  without  being  difcovered, 
had  reached  the  work  refpedtively  affigned  them.  The 
volunteers,  p^tly  allured  by  promifes,  and,  ftill  more, 
by  prefents  of  brandy,  threw  themfelves  into  the  co- 
vered way,  entered  the  exterior  works,  fword  in  hand, 
or  with  fixed  bayonets,  turned  the  cannon  they  found 
againft  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  in  a  few  hours  had 
fcaled  the  ramparts.  Laudohn's  regiment  diftin- 
guifhed  itfelf  by  its  bravery.  At  firft  it  was  repulfed 
by  the  Pruflian  regiment  of  Trefcow,  to  a  contention 
againft  which  it  was  equal  in  all  refpefts.  "  Com- 
^'  rades^^  exclaimed  colonel  l-.audohn,  ^*  me  muji 
^^  carry  the  rampart y  or  perijh.  Such  were  my  promifes 
f'  to  the  general.**  Having  thus  fpoken,  he  feized  a 
ladder,  leaps  into  the  fofle ;  the  foldiers  follow  him, 
prepare  their  ladders,  and  are  the  firft  upon  the  ram- 
parts. A  Pruflian  artillery-man,  on  this  occafion, 
performed  an  adtion,  of  which  few  examples  are  to  be 
found  in  hiftory.  When  he  faw  the  enemy  upon  the 
rampart,  he  cried  aloud,  "  ^hey  Jhallnot  all  enter  the 
f'  town  I*  and  inftantly  fet  fire  to  a  powder  magazine, 
and  blew  himfelf  up  with  300  Auftrians. 

At  day-break,  the  place  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Auftrians,  and  the  garrifon,  compofed  of  3000  men, 
were  tmade  prifoners  at  difcretion ;  yet  the  town  had 
ppc  t)een  befieged,  nor  a  fingle  paqnon  fired  againft  it. 

Gene- 


FREDERICK      11.  227 

General  Zaftrow,  who  commanded  the  place,  was 
liot  accufed  of  being  deficient  in  his  duty.  Appa- 
rently he  was  fufficiently  guarded  againft  ^  fiege  in 
form,  but  not  againft  a  noflurnal  furprize,  (122) 

Laudohn  was  not  willing  to  tarnilh,  as  at  Land- 
ihout,  the  glory  of  fo  brilliant  an  adion,  by  ill-treating 
the  inhabitants.  He  prevented  the  foldiers  from  pil- 
laging, and  promifed  them  100,000  florins  as  an  in- 
demnity. 

This  event  produced  a  flight  change  in  the  king's 
fituation.  He  encamped  near  Strelen  on  the  Olau, 
flill  flattering  himfelf,  that  Laudohn,  encouraged  by 
the  fuecefs  of  Schweidnitz,  would  follow  him  into  the 
plain  and  rifk  a  battle.  Frederick,  in  his  prefent  por. 
.  iition,  was  able  to  cover  the  greateft  part  of  Lower 
Silefia,  and  fupport  the  fortrefles  of  Brieg,  Cofel, 
NeiflTe,  and  Breflaw. 

Laudohn  remained  in  his  camp  near  Freybourg, 
having  a  communication  with'  Saxony,  Bohemia^  an4 
Moravia^ 

This  pofition  the  two  armies  kept  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  j  and  it  was  imagined  that  this  fort  of 
truce  was  deftined  to  favour  negociations  for  peace. 
The  enemies  of  Frederick  feemed  nearer  than  ever  to 
their  object.  Laudohn  was  mafter  of  a  confiderable 
part  of  Silefia.  Prince  Henry  Cbuld  not,  without  a 
miracle,  long  maintain  himfelf  in  Saxony  againft  a 
greatly  fuperior  army  of  Auftrians  and  troops  of  the 
circles.  The  Ruflians  were  fpreading  themfelves  over 
Pomerania  with  all  their  forces.  The  feeble  corp^ 
fcnt  to  repiUfe  them  had  been  obliged  oot  oply  to 

Q^«  give 


228  LIFE         OF 

give  way  to  numbers,  and  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  but 
in  November  to  abandon  the  camp  into  which  they 
had  retired  near  Colberg.  In  the  middle  of  December, 
this  little  fortrefs  was  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  after  a 
fiege  of  four  months.  In  September,  they  had  toft 
their  liberator.  General  Werner,  having  gone  to  meet 
a  reinforcement  he  expcdtcd,  was  furrounded  and 
taken  prifoner  by  a  party  of  Ruffians.  It  was  very 
glorious  for  Heiden,  who  commanded  the  place,  to 
have  been  able  to  defend  himfelf  for  four  months, 
againft  a  fleet  and  a  confiderable  body  of  befiegers, 
fupported  by  Romanzow  and  his  whole  army. 

The  Ruffians,  who  were  infinitely  fuperior  in  num- 
bers, continued  the  fiege,  and  intercepted  the  entrance 
of  all  provifions  into  the  place.  The  Ruffian  officer, 
who  was  fent  into  the  garrifon  with  a  fummons, 
acquitted  himfelf  of  his  commiffion  in  prcfence  of 
fbmc  of  the  foldiers.  "  Comrades^'*  cried  Heiden,  in 
prefence  of  the  officer,  **  they  Jummon  us  to  Jurrender: 
^'  what  are  your  JentmentsT^  ^^  Let  us  refufcy^  re- 
plied the  foldiers :  "  we  will  defend  ourjelves  as  long 
^^  as  we  have  either  bread  or  powder**  The  officer 
was  fent  back  with  this  anfwer,  Heiden  continued 
the  defence,  and  had  water  poured  on  the  walls,  which 
ibon  froze  and  prevented  the  efcalade.  One  pound 
of  bread  only  was  daily  diftributed  to  each  fbldier, 
^nd  the  provifion  lafted  till  the  middle  of  December. 
When  this  failed,  and  there  was  no  profpedt  of  relief, 
it  became  neceflary  to  capitylat?;,  ^nd  ;he  garrifon 
marched  out  with  honour. 

f  h?  Ruffian§  then  were  matters  of  alnioft  all  Ppt 
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merania,  except  Stettin ;  and  the  pofleffiQn  of  Col- 
berg  facilitated  the  tranlport  of  provifion  and  ainmu- 
nition  for  their  arniy* 

But,  all  thefc  advantages  combined  did  not  ftill 
appear  fufficient  to  the  court  of  Vienna  to  eftablifh  a 
peace,  the  firft  condition  of  which  nnufl:  be  the  ceflion 
of  Silefia  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  therefore,  that  this  court  did  not  yet  feriopfly 
try  for  peace. 

Yet  France,  difheartened  by  a  feries  of  nnisfortuncs, 
did  not  feem  to  be  much  longer  in  a  condition  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  with  any  appearance  of  fuccefs,  againft 
the  Englifti  and  their  allies.  She  had  recourfe  to 
policy,  and  negociations  commenced. 

Sweden  murmured  againft  a  war,  which,  without 
any  fuccefs,  coft  her  much  more  than  the  fubfidics 
Ihe  received.  The  wifeft  men  of  that  nation  faid, 
that  they  had  done  too  much,  if  it  were  but  an  ammfe- 
rnent;  too  little,  if  the  parties  were  in  earneft.  In 
faft,  during  this  campaign,  the  king  had  never  oppofed 
any  body  to  them,  but  colonel  Belling  wiA  his  regi- 
ment of  huflars,  whom  Frederick,  in  jefting  with  that 
officer,  pleafantly  called  his  field  marjhal  againft  the 
Swedes. 

The  ftates  of  the  empire,  who  were  obliged  to 
furnilh  and  maintain  troops  for  the  army  of  the  cir- 
cles againft  the  king,  did  not  feem  very  anxious 
longer  to  take  a  (hare  in  a  war,  from  whiq[i  they  had 
;ieither  derived  honour  nor  advantage,  but  had,  on 
the  contrary,  received  fevcral  fevere  checks  from  the 
hufTars  and  free  battalions. 
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In  addition  to  this,  Frederick  was  then  labouring  to 
fet  other  fprings  in  motion  in  the  eaft  of  Europe, 
which  fhould  force  Auftria  and  RufTia  to  withdraw 
their  troops  from  Germany,  and  fly  to  the  defence  of 
their  own  dominions.  He  was  known  to  have  fenC 
negociators  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  Kan  of  the 
Tartars,  to  excite  them,  by  the  attractive  motives  gf 
their  own  interefts,  to  make  an  irruption  into  Hungar]^ 
and  RufTia.  (123)  This  ftep  could  not  fail  of  oc-» 
cafioning  fome  anxiety  at  Vienna,  where  it  could  not 
be  expeflred  that  the  Turkilh  emperor  fhould  always 
remain  as  generous  and  pacific  as  in  1741  and  1745. 

In  proportion  to  the  apprchenfion  which  the  pro- 
bability of  thefe  events  excited,  the  difpofition  of  his 
enemies  to  feize  with  avidity  every  poilible  means 
of  forcing  Frederick  to  peace  became  augmented^ 
A  Silefian  gentleman  and  a  prieft  of  Strelen  formed 
the  projeft  of  carrying  off  the  king  from  his  head 
quarters,  and  of  delivering  him  to  the  Auttrians. 
The  latter  acceded  to  the  propofition.  The  execution 
of  it  was  {o  eafy,  and  fo  near  fucceeding,  that  Europe 
was  lefs  aftonilhed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  enterprize, 
dun  at  the  king's  good  fortune,  which  refcued  him 
from  the  danger.  Frederick's  quarters  were  in  a 
houfe  rather  folitary,  and,  as  ufual,  he  had  no  other 
guards  than  a  few  grenadiers  for  centinels.  The 
baron  de  Warkotfch  {this  was  the  name  of  the  Silefian 
gentleman)  went  frequently  to  vifit  the  king,  and  was 
received  by  him  in  the  moft  gracious  manner.  Yet, 
this  mifcreant  propofed  the  project  he  had  conceived, 
by  means  of  one  Schmidt,  a  prieft,  to  an  Auftrian 
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officer,  named  Wallis,  The  baron's  chafleur,  who 
carried  the  letters  to  the  prieft,  fufpefted  fome  treach- 
ery in  this  correfpondence,  which  was  accon^panicd 
with  conferences.  On  the  29th  of  November,  he 
opened  one  of  thefe  letters  addrefled  to  Schmidt,  dif- 
covered  the  fecret,  and  revealed  it  to  the  king.  An 
officer  was  inftantly  fent  to  feize  the  traitors,  but  by  a 
ftrange  negligence  he  fufFered  them  to  efcape.  (124) 
Their  trial  was  inftituted,  they  were  declared  guilty  of 
high  treafon,  and  condemned  to  be  quartered  in  effigy* 
When  the  king  read  the  fentence,  and  faw  the  words 
in  effigy y  he  took  the  pen  to  fign  it,  faying,  "  In  effigy  ! 
"  with  all  my  heart  j  the  portraits^  douhtlejs^  will  not 
««  be  worth  much  more  than  the  originals^  He  never 
would  have  confented  to  this  punifhment,  had  it  been 
poflible  to  infiia  it  on  the  criminals  themfelves.  He 
feemed  even  well  pleafed  at  their  having  efcaped,  and 
did  not  utter  the  leaft  reproach  againft  the  officer  for 
his  negligence.  (125) 

When  the  minifters  of  the  court  of  Vienna  difcover- 
ed,  that,  upon  this  occafion,  their  condudt  had  not 
efcaped  the  violence  of  fufpicion,  they  laboured  at 
their  exculpation,  pofitively  contradifting  the  report 
of  their  having  promifed  100,000  ducats  to  the  baron. 
The  counts  de  Wallis  declared  in  the  public  papers, 
that  the  officer  of  that  name,  to  whom  the  letter  was 
addrefled,  did  not  belong  to  their  family. 

Fortune,  in  refcuing  Frederick  from  this  danger, 
was  preparing  a  frefh  fcene  of  glory  for  him  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  long  war.     This  brilliant  profpcdt 
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opened  to  his  view  at  the  commencement  of  the  yeaff 
1762. 

Elizabeth  Pctrowna,  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  died  on  the 
5th  of  January  of  this  year.  The  event  freed  thef 
king  from  an  ircconcileable  enemy,  and  gave  him,  in 
her  fucceflbr,  an  cnthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  Pruffians. 
Never  dtd  a  more  fndden  revolution  take  place  in  the  ^ 
fcntiments  of  a  court.  Elizabeth,  who  had  facrificed 
300,000  men  to  her  peribnal  and  impolitic  hatred  at 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  retained  her  rancour  to  her  laft 
breath,  and,  when  expiring,  ordered  the  war  to  be 
continued.  Two  days  before  her  death,  (he  forced 
the  fenate  to  promife  that  they  would  not  make  peace 
with  Pruflia  without  the  participation  of  the  allies. 
The  inclinations  of  this  princefs  were  as  little  confulted 
after  her  death  as  the  defires  of  the  generality  of  thofe 
who  vainly  imagine  that  their  orders  will  be  re(pe6l:cd 
beyond  the  grave.  Peter  III.  had  long  admired 
Frederick,  and  the  firfl:  meafure  of  his  reign  was  to 
make  a  feparate  peace  with  him.  Golz  and  Schw6rih, 
two  young  aides  de  camp  of  the  king,  were  the  nego- 
ciators,  and  the  news  of  it  was  brought  by  the  latter  to 
Frederick,  who  was  then  at  Breflaw, 

The  Ruflian  troops  had  orders  immediately  to 
evacuate  the  dominions  of  the  king.  In  March, 
CzernichefF,  with  the  corps  under  his  orders>  quitted 
the  Auftrian  army ;  and,  pafBng  through  that  of  the 
Pruflians,  crofled  the  Oder  in  his  return  to  Poland. 
When  he  firft  began  his  movement,  the  Auftrians 
imagined  it  was  to  execute  fome  projeft  againft  die 

king 
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king  of  Pruffia.  Frederick  entcruined  the  generals 
at  Breflaw,  and  furnifhed  the  army  with  provifions  as 
far  ts  the  confines  of  Poland,  from  whence  they  fooo 
r^urned  into  Silefia  as  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
Pruflians,  As  the  court  of  Vienna  refufed  to  accept 
the  propofitions  of  peace  which  were  then  made  to 
her,  CKrnicheff  had  orders,  in  confequencc  of  the 
aUiance  formed  at  Peterfburgh  with  Pruffia,  to  march 
back  from  Poland  into  Silefia  with  20  battalions,  40 
lquadrQns,and  lOooXoffacksjwith  exprcfs  inftrufbions 
to  obey  the  king  of  Pruffia  without  reftridtion,  Fre- 
derick exercifed  in  pcrfon  thefe  auxiliary  troops,  which 
joined  his  army  the  30th  of  June  near  Liffiu  Nor 
was  this  event  lefs  important  for  him,  than  the  viftory 
he  had  gained  over  the  Auftrians,  on  the  fame  fpot, 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1757.  Thefe  neif^allies 
were  extremely  well  treated ;  -they  were  not  fuffered 
to  want  brandy:  the  Coffacks  called  the  Pruffian* 
comrades,  and  flocked  around  the  king,  to  enjoy  the 
fatisfaftion  of  behcMing  his  perfon^ 

This  was  not  the  only  advanuge  which  Frederick 
derived  from  this  revolution,  Peter  III.  reftored  him 
all  the  Pruffian  prifbners  in  his  power.  (126)  On 
^ving  Werner  his  liberty,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of 
1000  ducats.  Some  thoufands  of  recruits  might,  at 
this  period,  have  been  drawn  from  Pruffia,  and  all  the 
troops  in  Pomerania  fcnt  into  Saxony  and  Silefia. 
This  peace  with  the  Ruffians  was  foon  fucceeded  by 
another  with  the  Swedes. 

Yet,  the  Auftrian  armies  under  Daun  and  Laudohn 
"were  ftill  matters  of  Schweidnitz,   Glatz,   and  the 

mountains* 
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mountains.  As  a  comptofation  for  the  lo(s  of  the 
Ruflians,  they  drew  reinforcements  from  their  own 
provinces,  and  ftiU  thought  themfelves  fo  Ibperior  to 
Frederick,  that,  in  fpite  of  the  rapid  revolution  of 
affairs,  they  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  didate 
terms.  The  court  of  Vienna  would  not  liften  to 
thofe  propofed  by  the  court  of  Peteriburg^.  Perhaps 
it  was  not  unrealbnable  to  doubt  whether  the  fituaoob 
of  things  occafioned  by  this  extraordinary  revolutioO} 
would  prove  of  long  duration. 

In  this  century  it  has  rarely  happened  that  the  pre- 
iumptive  heir  has  either  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of 
Ruflia^  or  preferved  it,  for  any  length  of  time,  in  his 
pofleffion.(i27)  By  a  fundamental  law  of  Peter  I. 
the  Czar  has  the  right  of  naming  his  fucceflbr ;  but 
the  fenate  and  the  fovereign's  guards  have  maintain- 
ed themfelves  in  the  ufage  of  overthrowing  thefe  dif- 
pofitions  by  fudden  revolutions,  and  of  bellowing  the 
crown  at  their  difcretion.  Nor  was  it  difficult  to 
forefee  the  deftiny  of  a  fovereign  in  this  empire^  who 
commenced  his  reign  by  alienating  the  ienate,  his 
guards,  and,  above  all,  his  confort.  Peter  III.  wifhed 
to  metamorphofe,  in  a  moment,  his  Ruffians  into 
Germans,  and  his  foldiers  into  Pruffians.  He  de- 
manded a  Pruffian  regiment,  by  way  of  model  for 
his  troops,  and  Frederick  gave  him  the  regiment  of 
Sybourg.  The  Czar  wore  the  Pruffian  uniform,  and 
introduced  their  difcipline  and  excrcife  into  his  army. 
His  imitation  even  extended  to  the  Pruffian  canitigs, 
which  he  fiibftitiited  for  the  knouf  pradHfed  among 
the  Ruffians.     But  that  which  Peter  did  not  fufficicnt- 
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ly  inftitate,  was  the  policy  of  Frederick.  This  prince 
had  counfelled  him  by  no  means  to  wound  the 
National  pride,  and  to  keep  well  with  his  priefts  and 
guards; (128)  but  he  was  deaf  to  this  advice.  He 
deprived  his  guards  of  their  peculiar  privileges,  put 
them  on  the  footing  of  fimple  foldiers,  and  infultcd 
their  feelings,  by  telling  them  that  with  a  finglc  regi- 
ment of  Pruflians  he  would  engage  to  beat  the  whole 
Ruffian  gilards.  He  trufted  the  care  of  his  pcrfon  to 
Germans.     The  fenate  were  no  longer  confulted  $    he 

.  cornpelled  the  priefts  to  cut  off  their  beards,  to  tc- 
liounce  their  territorial  property,    and  to   live  on 

.  pcnfions.  (129)  He  removed  the  images  fiom  the 
churches,  and  built  a  Lutheran  chapel  in  his  palace, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  reprefcntations  of  the  bi(hops.  He 
either  abolilhed    or  changed    fcveral   arrangdhents 

.  made  under  the  late  emprefs.     Changes  operated  in 

.  this  manner,  had  the  air  of  proceeding  rather  from  a 

,  hatred  of  the  nation,  of  the  religion  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  preceding  reign,  than  of  originating  in 
anxiety  for  the  public  welfare.  It  was  remarked 
alfo  that  peace  was  not  made  with  the  P ruffians,  to 
deliver  the  empire  from  the  burthen  of  war;  for 
Peter,  foon  after,  fent  troops  into  Holftcin,  to  make 
war  with  the  king  of  Denmark.  The  party  of  the 
malecontents  augmented  daily.     It  was  no  difficult 

.  tafk  to  reprefent  the  emperor  and  his  Germans  as 
enemies  of  the  Ruffians,  and  to  excite  the  defire  of  a 
revolution. 

Catherine  Alexiewna,  princefs  of  Anhalt  Zcrbft, 
•wife  of  Peter  HI.  found  every  thing  difpofed  to  fup- 

port 
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port  an  cnterprize,  which  has  been  juftified  by  a 
glorious  and  brilliant  reign,  whatever  may  have  been 
its  real  motive.  For  fome  preceding  years,  Peter  had 
quitted  her,  to  live  with  the  daughters  of  Woronzow* 
He  did  not  hefitate  to  proceed  to  fuch  lengths  as  to 
declare  the  youngefthis  lawful  confort.  Catherine 
had  no  alternative  between  the  throne  and  the  convent. 
She  preferred  the  throne  of  which  Ihe  was  worthy, 
and,  putting  herfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Ruffian  guards, 
was  proclaimed  emprefs,  whilfl:  Peter  became  a  clofc 
prifoner  at  Oranienbaum.  The  ttt)ops^  the  fenate, 
the  clergy,  the  people,  all  Ihouted,  **  Long  live  Calbe-^ 
**  rine,  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  /"  Peter^  during 
the  intoxication  which  followed  the  excels  to  which  he 
drank  brandy,  renounced  the  throne,  by  a  declaradoA 
writtep  with  his  own  hand,  wherein  he  fays,  **  Tbat^ 
*'  during  the  fliort  fpace  of  his  reign,  he  had  felt  him* 
"  felf  incapable  of  governing  the  Ruffian  empire  1 
*^  that,  in  confequence,  he  thus  declared  on  oath,  and 
"  before  the  whole  univerfe,  that  he  renounced  for 
•^  ever  the  reins  of  government."  He  demanded 
permiffion  to  retire  into  Holftein,  with  the  countefi 
of  Woronzow.  But  fortune,  which  had  deprived 
him  of  the  crown,  did  not  think  proper  any  longer  to 
prolong  a  life,  which  could  only  be  a  burthen  to  him, 
and  might  even  become  dangerous  to  others.  A  violent 
cholic  brought  him  to  the  tomb  fix  days  after  his  ab* 
dication. 

The  firft  ufe  Catherine  made  of  her  power  was  to 
put  an  end  to  a  war  which  exhauftcd  the  empire.    It 
did  not  appear,  however,  that  peace  withJPaiffi*  origi- 
nally 
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nally  formed  a  part  of  that  plan.  The  emprefs,  pof- 
fibly,  in  fome  degree,  attributed  to  the  court  of  Pruflit 
the  motives  which  direfted  the  conduft  of  her  huf* 
band.  She  obferves  in  her  firft  manifefto,  "  That  the 
**  emperor  Peter  III.  had  wounded  the  honour  of  the 
^*  empire  by  making  peace  with  the  greateft  enemy  of 
^^  Ruffia''  On  the  very  day  of  the  revolution,  the 
Ruffian  troops,  which  were  in  the  Pruffian  countries, 
had  orders  to  confider  the  Pruffians  as  their  enemies.' 
But  the  letters  of  Frederick,  found  among  the  papers 
of  the  Czar,  foon  convinced  Catherine,  that  this  prince 
Jiad  frequendy  counfelled  him  to  moderation,  and  to 
xemain  united  with  his  confort.  This  difcovery  in- 
<iuced  the  emprefs  to  make  peace  with  Pruffia,  and 
the  orders  fent  to  the  troops  were  revoked  a  few  days 
afterwards.  Thefe  revolutions  rapidly  fucceededcach 
other.  On  the  7  th  of  July,  the  Ruffian  eagles  were 
ilill  at  Koningfberg;  on  the  8  th,  the  Pruffian  eagles 
^were  dlfplayed,  in  confcquence  of  the  peace  with  Pe- 
:ter ;  on  the  15th,  the  Ruffian  eagles  were  again  hoift- 
«d  by  the  order  of  Catherine ;  and  on  the  20th,  thofe 
of  Pruffia  were  left  finally  waving  on  the  ramparts. 

Catherine  declared  that  fhe  was  determined  to  live 
in  peace  with  every  foreign  court,  and  recalled  her 
ta-oops  from  Silefia,  Mecklenbourg,  and  Pomerania. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  for  the  ge- 
xieral  peace  which  foon  followed  her  determination. 
Thus  did  this  princefs  announce,  from  the  very  com-r 
mencement  of  her  reign,  that  preponderance  which 
Jier  power  and  policy  were  foon  to  give  to  Ruffia,  both 
ix)  Europe  and  in  Alid«  . 

Whilft 
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Whilft  Ruflia  was  agitated  by  thefe  revolutiow, 
Frederick  had  advanced  with  an  army  againft  Schweid-r 
Bitz.  His  light  troops  committed  continual  ravago 
in  the  rear  of  Daun,  by  which  it  was  intended  to  draw 
him  from  Schweidriitz  before  the  gates  of  Prague 
But  that  general,  who  had  an  advantageous  pofitionon' 
the  heights  of  Burkerfdorf,  was  not  inclined  to  quit 
it.  The  king,  therefore,  attacked  him  fpiritcdly  ob 
the  21  ft  of  July,  killed  and  took  2000  men,  drove 
him  from  the  heights,  and  compelled  him  to  retire 
into  Bohemia.  Previous  to  this  adlion,  Czcrnichcff 
had  received  his  orders  to  quit  Silefia;  but  he  remained 
in  his  pofition,  to  wait  the  iflue  of  this  enterprize. 
He  remained  a  fimple  lpe£tator,  and,  in  this  inadiyc 
charafter,  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  Frederick. 
On  rfiis  occafion,  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  Daui^ 
not  knowing  that  general's  orders,  ftationed  part  of  hii 
forces  oppofite  the  Ruffians^  and  thus  enfeebled  hii 
arniy. 

The  king  now  undertook  the  ficge  of  Schweidnira, 
and  opened  his  trenches  in  the  night  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
guft.  Eight  days  after,  Daun  attempted  with  a  powi- 
erfiil  army  to  raife  the  fiege,  but  was  repulfed  near 
Reichenback. 

I^udohn  had  proved  at  Schweidnitz  the  preceding 
year  that  a  fortrefs  may  be  taken  by  furprize,  fword  in 
hand ;  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  now  (hewed,  that  the 
beft  defended  fortrefs  can  refift  but  for  a  certain  time 
a. regular  and  well  conduced  fiege.  He  had  the  pa-f 
ticnce  to  wait  the  event  of  this  fiege,  and  was  himfetf 
frequently  in  the  trenches.    There  is  no  exanjple  of  a 

fiege 
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fiege  more  regular,  nor  of  a  more  ingenious  defence* 
General  Griboval  and  the  engineer  Le  Fevre,  who, 
fome  time  before,  had  written  againft  each  other  re- 
fpefting  fonne  points  of  their  art,  here  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  applying  their  principles,  and  of  'proving 
their  folidity  in  praftice.     The  former  conduced  the 
defence  of  the  forcrefe  under  the  orders  of  general 
Gafko,  and  Lc  Fcvre  direded  the  fiege  under  Frede- 
rick.    Griboval  had  nnaintained,  that  a  place  well 
provided  could  at  lead  hold  .out  two  months  ;  and  Le 
Fevre  pretended,  that  a  regular  fiege  muft  fucceed 
■  againft  any  place  in  lefs  than  that  tima     The  event, 
as  it  were,  confirmed  both  opinions.  Galko  offered  to 
capitulate  on  the  17th  of  September;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  took  place  in  leis  than  two  months  from 
the  opening  of  the  trenches ;  but,  as  the  propofitions 
::.  were  not  accepted,  Gribov^  was  obliged  to  continue 
^  the  defence  till  the  estpiration  of  the  two  months,  ac- 
t  cording  to  his  principles ;  and  he  fucceeded.     The 
Imeans  employed  by  thefe  two  engineers  were  mines 
ftand  countermines.     On  the  8th  of  Oftober,  Le  Fevre 
F  plaid  off,  during  the  night,  an  artificial  volcano,  or 
I  globe  of  compreflion,  of  50  hundred  weight  of  powder, 
I  which  he  had  placed  ^4  feet  deep  in  the  earth,  under 
i  a  covered  way,  which  produced  an  aperture  of  30  feet 
I  diameter,  and  the  earth  thrown  out  opened  a.  way  to 
I  the  interior  works.     Almoft  at  the  fame  time,  a  gre- 
'  nade,  launched  from  a  howitz  by  the  befiegers,  {ct 
fire  to  a  magazine  of  powder  in  the  fortrefs,  which 
^  blew  up  a  whole  baftion,  with  eight  ofiicers  and  two 
*  companies  of  Auftrian  grenadiers.     The  Pruflians 
:  were 
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wfcre  preparing  fpr  the  aflfault,  but  Gafko  would  not 
wait  for  it.  Having  loft  all  hopes  of  fuccour>  he  fur- 
rendered  the  9th  of  Oftober,  juft  two  months  after 
the  opening  of  the  trenches^  and  a  garrifbn  of  9000 
men  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 

This  war  again  left  the  king  mafter  of  all  Sileliai 
except  Glatz.  He  terminated  his  campaign  in  this 
province  by  that  conqueft,  and  haftened  into  Saunyi 
to  embrace  his  brother  Henry^  who  had  juft  gained  a 
fignal  viftory  at  Freyberg.  This  prince  had  main- 
tained himfelf  in  Saxony  with  an  inconfiderable  body 
<^  troops,  and  had  attacked  and  beaten>  on  the  29th  of 
O6tober,  near  Freyberg,  the  combined  army  of  the 
Auftrians  and  the  circles^  commanded  by  the  prince 
of  Stolberg,  who  retired  into  Boheniia  with  the  lols  of 
7000  men  and  22  pieces  of  cannon.  The  king  fent 
after  him  Kleift,  the  general  of  huffars,  with  a  body  of 
light  troops.  This  corps  deftroyed  all  their  maga- 
zines, and  proceeded  into  Franconia,  to  give  weight 
to  the  propofition  of  neutrality  which  Ploto^  the  Pruf- 
fian  minifter,  had  made  to  the  diet  of  Ratiibon.  Klcift 
put  a  garrifon  into  Bamberg,  and  advanced  further. 
The  town  of  Nuremberg  difcovercd  fbme  reludance 
in  opening  the  gates  to  the  general  of  their  burgravc 
The  counfcUors  gravely  affembled,  and  prepared  a 
pompous  capitulation  in  the  ftyle  of  the  empire, 
wherein  they  talked  of  the  queftion  an,  of  the  queftion 
^uomodoy  and  of  encroachments  on  their  liberty  inj£^ 
(uluribus  fcf  ecclefiajlicisj  in  civilibus  (^  militaribus, 
adding  more  obfervations  of  a  fimilar  purport.  The 
Prjaflian  general  wrote  undejrncadi  this  learned  pro- 

du&ioni 
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dxl&iohy  that  he  would  anfwer  every  thing  as  foon  aft 
he  got  into  the  town,  and  the  gates  were  opened  to  him. 
Whilft  he  was  levying  contributionsi  and  emptying 
the  arfenal,  his  huflars  continued  their  incurfions  tou^ 
the  banks  of  the  Danube.  One  of  his  nnajorsi  with  ^^^r^x 
troop  of  huffars,  took  the  Imperial  city  of  Windllieimv 
A  cornet,  named  Sturzbecher,  was  detached  with  25 
horfe  and  a  trumpet  to  fummon  the  Imperial  town  of 
Rotenbourg  on  the  Tauber.  The  citizens  repaired 
in  arms  to  the  ram^arta^j^  and  made  no  anfwer.  After 
the  expiration  of  an  hour^  the  Prulfians  burnt  the 
drawbridges,  and  threatened  an  aflault*  The  towri 
capitulated.  Sturzbecher  was  introduced^  who  fhut 
the  gates  after  him,  took  poffeflion  of  the  arfenal,  and 
cxafted  a  contribution  of  100,000  crowns. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prince  of  Stolbergj  reinforced 
by  10  Auftrian  regiments,  had  paffed  from  Bohemia 
into  Franconia,  on  whofe  appearance  Kleifl"  retreated 
with  his  light  troops,  and,  on  the  17th  of  December, 
took  up  his  winter- quarters  in  Thuringia,  with  his 
hoftages  and  the  cannon  of  Nuremberg. 

Immediately  after  the  aflFair  of  Frey berg,  the  two. 
armies  had  received  reinforcements  from  Silefia  and 
Bohemia.  But,  except  the  city  of  Drefden,  the  Auf-* 
trians  retained  only  a  fmall  part  of  Saxony,  fituated 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The  Pruflians- 
formed  a  chain  from  Thuringia  to  the  frontiers  of 
Hungary,  by  Saxony,  Lufatia,  and  Silefia,  Towards 
the  end  of  November,  a  truce  was  concluded  between 
the  Imperialand  Pruffian  troops  in  Saxony  and  Silefia.. 
Such  was  the  fuuation  qf  Frederick  with  refpeft  to. 
Vql.  I.  R  Auflria 
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Auftria  and  the  empire^  when  peace  was  ratified  be^ 
tween  France,  Spain,  and  England.  This  peace  was 
the  fruit  of  French  policjr.  There  was  no  other  mc- 
^  Cbod  of  avoiding  total  ruin.  France  was  fo  thofoughljr 
^'^^^iimprcflcd  with  the  danger  of  finking  under  the  power 
of  England,  that  fhe  did  not  conceive  a  peace  to  be 
too  extravagantly  purcbafed,  even  by  the  facrifice  of 
nearly  all  her  foreign  pofieflions,  her  whok  maritinni 
forces,  and  her  conunerce.  This  will  appear  more 
evident  from  the  following  ikttch  of  affairs  in  17^2. 
The  Englilh  were  mafters  of  Canada,  Newfound* 
land,  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  &c.  in  America ;  of  Se- 
negal and  Goree,  in  Africa ;  they  had  deflroyed  Pon^ 
dicheny  an;i  Chandernagore  3  they  had  ruined  the 
French  commerce  on  the  Ganges,  and  were  even  in 
poffeffion  of  BcUeifle,  on  the  coafl:  erf"  Bntany.  To- 
wards the  end  of  1762,  Louis  XV.  poflelled  fcarcdy 
an-inch  of  land  without  the  frontiers  of  his  kingdom. 
He  had  neither  a  fleet  nor  money,  and  he  feerned  to 
be  abandoned  by  fortune.  His  minifters  of  gnanees 
could  no  longer  procure  refources  for  the  expences  of 
the  war.  In  vain  did  one  comptroller-general  fuccecd 
another.  The  money  had  either  cfoffed  the  feas  with 
the  fleets,  or  pafled  into  Germaoy  with  the  army,  and 
never  returned  intothe  kingdom.  The  king  and  princes 
of  the  blood  had  fent  their  plate  to  die  mint,  and  rich 
individuals  were  obliged  to  follow  this  example ;  fa 
expreflive  of  the  utmoft  national  danger  and  xm{t-' 
rable  was  the  remedy  adopted  againfl:  this  evil.  In 
the  five  years  during  which  this  power  had  beea 
connected  with  Auflria,  it  was  drained  of  more  men 
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and  money  than  it  had  been  in  thecourfe  of  aooyeat* 
wars  with  that  hotrfe.     The  ftates  and  towns  built 
and  equipped  fhfps  at  their  own  expence  for  the  fef- 
vice  of  their  country;  but  no  fboner  did  they  appea 
on  the  fea  than  they  were  taken  or  deftroyed.     Flat 
bottomed  boats  were  conftrufted  at  Breft,  to  make  s( 
defcent  on  Ireland,  but  fcarcely  had  the  fleet  defigned 
for  this  puipofe  put  to  fea,  when  it  was  deftroyed  on 
its  own  coaft.    France  had  loft  in  this  war  80  fhips  of 
the  line  or  fiigates. 

Ir  was  in  vam  that  Louis  XV.  prevailed  upon 
Spam  to  take  a  part  in  the  war  againfl:,  England ;  in- 
ftead  of  deriving  ftrength  from  that  meafure,  he  only 
communicated  his  misfortunes  to  Ms  ally,  and  open- 
ed to  the  EngKfh  a  vaft  field  for  new  conquefts.  For 
loool.  Pitt  had  obtained  timely  information  and! 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  entered  into  on  that  occafion.' 
After  reading  it,  he  did  not  employ  himfelf  in  ftudyihg 
the  means  of  defence  againft  a  frelh  enemy ;  he  formed 
the  projefl:  of  conquering  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Chili. 
Upon  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  the  Englifli 
made  themfclves  matters  of  the  Havanna,  and  feve-  s. 
ral  iflands  j  rich  channels  by  which  the  treafures  of  the 
new  world  were  conveyed  into  the  old.  (130) 

In  this  mariner  had  Pitt  enchained  the  nation  to 
his  counfejs,  and  fortune  to  his  adminiftration.*  This 
man,  poffefled  of  the  like  noble  foul  which  animated  . 

•  Well  may  the  author  thus  exprefs  himfelf,  confidcring  the  en- 
thufiafHc  attachment  of  the  people  to  Mr.  Fitt,  and  the  very  extra- 
ordinary faccef»  of  his  meafures.  He  refigried,  however,  before  tlie 
war  GOfmnenced  with  Sp^>  and  confequently  the  Havannt  ws$ 
not  icduced  in  his  adminiftration. 

R  a  thofc 
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>fe  republican  heroes  who  laid  the  foundation  ofihe 
Roman  greatnefs,  had  no  other  objeft  in  view  than 
the  good   of  his  nation,  no  other  recompence  than 

Dry.     By  a  fcries  of  viftbries  and  conquefts,  he 

preffed  the  fpirit  of  party  which  murmured  in  par- 
liament, and  forced  the  envious  courtiers  to  be  filcnt. 
Under  his  influence  appeared  what  is  moft  extraor- 
dinary in  the  alflembly  of  a  nation,  an  unity  of 
voices.  In  the  midft  of  a  whirlwind  of  pro(perity, 
an  expence  of  ^.  75,000,000,  which,  in  the  ipacc 
of  fix  years  thcfe  triumphs  had  coft,  was  Icarccly 
perceived.  The  conquefts  already  atchieved,  and 
thofe  ftill  in  profpcft,  were  to  compenfate  all  damages. 
Pitt  would  not  hear  of  peace,  whilft  France  and  Spain 
refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  conditions  prefcribed  by 
England;  the  firft  of  which  was,  that  fhe  fhould  re- 
tain all  the  acquifitions  Ihe  had  made.  Every  thing 
was  to  be  expcfted  from  the  firmnefs  of  Pitt  and  the 
cnthufiafm  of  the  people. 

There  remained,  therefore,  no  other  refource  to 
Louis  XV.  than  that  of  negociation.  Choifeul  found 
in  the  intrigues  of  the  Englifh  cabinet  the  means  of 
faving  France.  The  princefs  dowager  of  Wales  pof- 
fefled  great  influence,and  efFefted  a  change  both  of  men 
and  meafures.  The  earl  of  Bute,  a  handfome  Scotch- 
man, had  been  governor  to  the  king  her  fon,  and  was 
the  favourite  of  that  princefs.  She  procured  him  the 
place  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle.  It  was  eafy  to  fecurc 
the  confidence  of  the  young  king,  and  to  controul  the 
aflfairs  of  the  cabinet;  which  thence  became  but.  the 
more  odious  to  the  nation.    Pitt,  who  was  defirous  of 
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•  ^* 
continuing  the  war,  was  over-ruled  in  council  j  he  f1^ 

figncd  his  employment,  and  Bute  haftened  the  peac<y. 
with  the  view  of  gaining  the  afFeftion  of  the  people  v. 
by  a  confequent  diminution  of  the  taxes,  and  re-eft  a 
blifliment  of  the  freedom  of  commerce. 

The  French  miniftry  neglefted  not  to  avail  them^ 
fclves  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  Englifli  cabinet,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  September  peace  was  figned  at  Fon-' 
tainbleau.  A  few  ftrokes  of  the  pen,  and  fkilful  he- 
gociations,  reftored  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  in  a  few 
days,  the  greateft  part  of  the  pofleflions  the  Englifli 
had  taken  from  her  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world ; 
and  thefc  were  Pondicherry,  the  Philippines,  Marti- 
nico,  Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  the  Havanna,  Hon-* 
duras,  Goree,  Belleifle,  and  the  fifhery  of  New- 
foundland. It  is  true  that  England  retained  Canada, - 
which  flie  had  conquered,  and  which  contained 
150,000  fquare  Englifli  miles.*  But  in  vain  did  the 
peace-makers  attempt  to  impofe  on  the  people  by  the 
acquifition  of  this  vafl;  country,  more  extenfive  thaa 
the  three  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  coUeftively.  It 
was  well  known  that  this  whole  territory  was  hot  wortK 
the  little  ifland  of  Martinico  alone.  Bute,  as  the  price 
of  this  peace,  riflced  being  ftoned  to  death  in  the  ftreets 
of  Lx)ndon,  and  only  efcafp6d  from  the  fury  of  the  po- 
pulace by  throwing  himfelf'ihto  the; carriage  ofanor 
ther.  The  fame  day,  ^people  unharnefied  the  hor-^ 
fes  from  Pitt's  carriage,  an4  drew  him  home  in  triumph 
from  the  manfion  houfe,  * 

^  Canada^  as  ceded  afthe^pcace  of  17^2,  contained  much  more 
than  this  extent. 

.    .R3  Though 
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Though  this  peace  was  concluded  without  the 
^rticipadon  of  the  German  allies,  and  without  com* 
prehending  them  in  the  treaty,  it  was  the  jM^incipal 
Cjiufe  of  the  fucceeding  treaty  which  was  ihortly  after 
figned  by  Auftria,  Pruflia,  and  Saxony.  It  was  long 
fince  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  found  himlelf  in  ib  ad- 
vantageous a  fituation.  The  revolution  in  the  calnoel 
of  St*  James's  ckprived  him,  indeed,  of  the  (W>6diei 
he  received  from  England;  but  this  deficiiincy  wm 
fupplied  by  the  fuins  he  now  drew  from  PniQia,  WcSt^ 
phalia.  Saxony,  Thuringia,  and  other  provinces.  The 
fpurces  of  his  finances  ieemed  inexhauftible.  It  has 
been  calculated  that  two  millions  of  livrca  were  nc- 
ceflary  for  him  weekly,  to  pay  his  armys  yet  there 
was  no  queftion  either  of  frelb  infipc^  or  of  foreign 
loans.  The  army  intended  to  have  a£tcd  agaiiift  the 
Auftrians,  had  been  reinforced  by  recruits  from.  PryiSai^ 
Weftphalia,  and  Pomerania,  and  was  cooTcquently 
more  confiderable  than  when  he  had  to  re(ift  the  iamtt 
power,  fupported  by  200,000  French,  RuiBaM»  tad 
Swedes;  and  he  was  fo  pofted  as  by  a  (light  idqvc* 
ment  to  carry  the  war  into  Bohemia. 

Thus  circumftanced,  the  advantage  ieemed  whp&f 
on  the  (ide  of  the  king  of  Pruflia.  One  or  two  cnm^ 
paigns  only  were  neceflary  amply  tp  indemoHy  the 
king  for  the  expcnces  o[  the  war-  He  lifkocdji 
however,  to  peace,  and  kud  down  hi*  arms  without 
other  conditions  than  the  repofe  after  wbkh  he  fy  loog 
had  fighed.  He  had  not  commenced  this  war  to 
make  new  conquefts,  but  to  preferve  the  acquifitions 
Iriiich  cnfued  from  former  vidlories. 

If 
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If  the  princes  who  occafioned  this  war  had  ev^r  bee| 
able  ferioufly  to  refefl:  on  the  ttliferiei  of  evefy  WlW 
which  this  calamity  had  fpread  6ver  many  millions  of 
their  fellow-creaturea,  never  could  that  refleftion  ha?# 
made  a  more  lively  impreflTion  on  them  than  at  thff 
prefent  moment  to  which  we  now  allude.  On  all 
fides,  the  famine  was  Sy  grt^Lt,  that  the  poor  could  no 
longer  fij)d  fubfiftence.  The  fieldsi  were  without  Cul* 
tivation  and  without  harvefts^  TiwP  bufliel  of  wheat 
in  Saxony,  Silefiai  and  elfewhere,  coft  from  15  to  ao 
crowns  i  a  loaf  of  bread,  6  gros,  or  9  pence  1  a  pai^ 
0f  fhoes,  3  crowns  J  a  cfowns  die  hundred  weight  of 
bay,  and  9  crowns  fot  6q  bundles  of  ftraw.  (131) 
Pcarth,  and  unwhcflcfoiftMs  food,  produced  dilbrdera 
and  mortality,  and  (kpopulated  the  provinces.  Art 
officer  wrote,  that,  in  crofllng  HelSr,  he  had  pafled 
through  ftven  villages,  in  which  he  had  found  only 
a  fingle  man  and  a  prieft  eatit^  lentils.  We  (brink 
bade  with  hc^or  qn  reflefting  that  a  few  hundred 
fhou&nds  of  men  are  able,  in  the  courie  of  a  few  years^ 
todefolate  whole  countries,  ^nd  diffufe  nvic^fortune  and 
mifery  over  many  miUions  of  their  fellow  creatures^ 
This  war  furnifticd  as  fed  a  proof,  that  the  money 
which  it  brings  into  circulation  by  no  means  cpnv 
mimicates  welfare  and  profjperity  to  mankind.  It  ia 
rftimated  that  this  war  brought  into  circulation  in 
Germany  i^jwards  of  500  millions  of  crowns  in  ^cie, 
which  canne  from  England,  France,  Ruffia,  and  the 
coffers  of  Auftria  and  Pruflia ;  yet,  mifery  was  never 
fo  umverfal  throughout  the  empire. 

Germai^,  in  poniequence,  f^hed  after  peace,  to 

R  4  which 


2^0  I,     I     F     E        •     F 

.which  the  court  of  Vienna  did  not  yet  fccm  diipofM, 
Her  minifters  were  inclined  to  continue  the  war,  and 
Maria-Therefa,  who  had  bcftowcd  on  them  her  whole 
confidence,  relied  on  their  opinions.  They  thought 
it  was  Ipfing  too  much  to  make  a  peace  without  con- 
quefls,  be.caufe  their  expeftations  had  been  too  fan* 
guine  from  the  powerfgl  alliances  they  had  formedf 
But,  France  and  Ruflia  preffed.  that  court  to  a  con-. 
clufion,  and  its  compliance  became  inevitable. 

The  forerunner  of  this  peace  was  a  truce  entered 
into  in  November  between  the  Auftrian  and  Prufliaii 
'armies.  But  the  court  of  Vienna  endeavoured,  by  a 
fecret  arrangement  with  the  French,  to  procure  an 
jidvantage  which  might  enable  it  either  to  prcfcribc.  1 
conditions  to  the  king,  or  oblige  him  to  divide  his 
forces,  fbould  the  war  continue.  The  French  gar«? 
rifons,  which,  by  the  peace  of  Fontainbleau,  were  to 
evacuate  the  Pruffian  fortreffes  of  Wefel,  Clevcs, 
Gueldres,  and  Moeurs,  deferred  the  execution  of  it 
until  the  moment  when  the  Auftrian  troops,  which 
were  to  aflemble  near  Ruremonde,  Ihould  be  ready  to 
enter  thofe  places,  and  take  poffeffion  of  them  \n  the 
name  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  In  the  above  treaty 
it  was  ftipulated  that  thefe  places  (hould  be  evacuated 
by  the  French,  but  it  was  not  exprefsly  faid  that  they 
ihould  be  delivered  to  the  king  of  Pruflia.  Such  arc 
the  wretched  artifices  to  which  minifters  too  often 
have  recourfe ;  for,  we  cannot  place  proceedings  of 
this  nature  to  the  account  of  fovereigns. 

Frederick,  however,  prevented  a  projeft  which  in 
its  execution  would  have  retarded  the  negociation^  for 

peace, 
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ftzcc.  He  aflembled  a  body  of  troops  in  Weft^ 
phalia.  France,  who  had  not  expefted  fuch  a  pre- 
caution, and  was  willing  to  oblige  the  court  of  Vienna 
by  facilitating  her  intention  of  getting  pofleffion  of 
thele  places,  did  not  chufe  to  pufli  her  complaifance 
fc  far  as  to  defend  them  by  her  arms.  Monteinard^ 
the  French  commander  in  this  country,  concluded  a 
treaty  with  Pruffia  in  December,  and  delivered  up  the 
fcrtrefles.  Auftria,  deceived  in  her  expeftations,  was 
•bilged  to  turn  her  mind  to  other  projefts. 

She  could  no  longer  place  the  leaft  reliance  upon 
the  affiftance  of  the  circles.  The  defeat  of  Freyberg, 
Ind  general  Kl^ift's  vifit  in  Franconia,  had  difpofed 
ilcm  to  relinquifh  the  game,  and  they  were  confirmed 
n  this  difpofition  by  being  left  out  of  the  truce  con- 
:luded  in  Saxony,  and  expofed  fingly  on  the  field  of 
battle  to  hoftilities  from  the  king  of  Pruffia.  They 
Jnerefore  declared  a  neutrality. 

This  meafurp  removed  the  remaining  obftacles  to  a 
general  peace.  Frederick  had  the  negociations  under 
lis  own  eyes  at  the  palace  of  Hubertfbourg,  near  DreC- 
ien.  The  firft  affembly  was  holden  in  January,  1 763, 
ind  on  the  15th  of  February  peace  was  concluded 
ind  figned  at  the  king's  head-quarters.  In  one  and 
:wcnty  days  from  this  period,  each  belligerent  |X)wer 
^und  itfelf  in  pofleffion  of  its  provinces,  as  before  the 
beginning  of  this  war.  So  true  it  is,  that  very  little 
:urne  and  few  formalities  are  neceflary  to  conclude  an 
important  affair,  when  the  mode  of  conducing  it  is 
lengthened  under  the  influence  of  a  fuperior  genius, 
Krhich^  like  nature^  always  chufes  the  fimplefl:  and 
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moft  adive  means.  The  negociators  vfcrt  not  nd* 
nifters  and  ambafladors  furrounded  with  pomp  and 
magnificcnccy  but  three  laborious  fubaltems  in  officei 
KoUcnbach,  counfellorofthe  Auftrian  court;  Herti- 
berg,  counfellor  of  the  PrufTian  legation;  and  Fridch, 
a  Saxon  privy  counfellor.  There  was  not  a  cafe  of 
mere  form  and  ceremony.  (132)  The  reciprocal  ret 
titution  of  cQoquefts,  and  the  renunciation  of  afi  in* 
dcmnifications,  ccMiftitute  the  chief  ardcles  of  dM 
treaty.  (133)  The  king,  by  a  fecret  article,  promift^ 
to  give  his  elcftoral  voice  to  Jofeph  II.  who  wasfoon 
after  elected  king  of  the  Rom^ms. 

This  is  the  third  treaty  of  peace  which  fecures  afi4 
confirms  to  Frederick  the  poflcffion  of  Silefia ;  and  M 
he  owed  this  advantage  to  the  fuperiority  of  his  arnW| 
Auftria  learnt  to  refpedt  him,  and  no  longer  venturedi 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  dilpute  ynth  him  th«' 
pofleflion  of  that  province. 

Thus  terminated  the  war  of  feven  yearsj,  during 
which  there  were  more  battles  fought,  m.ore  fi(?gQ 
undertaken,  and  more  men  and  treafures  facrificed  ia 
Germany,  than  in  the  famous  war  of  30  years,  which 
lafted  from  16 18  till  1648.  And  what  was  the  re- 
fult  ?  For  Auftria,  mortification  and  fruftrated  ex- 
peftations;  for  the  Saxons,  a  general  devaftation; 
and  for  Pruffia,  everlafting  glory.  The  fuccefs  crf'dii^ 
war  made  Frederick's  renown  fly  over  the  whole  gk>bfj 
and  he  became  the  objeft  of  univerfal  admiration.  It 
was  natural  to  regard,  as  the  moft  extraordinary  man 
in  Europe,  a  prince  whom  the  combined  forces  of  the 
greatcft  powers  of  Europe  were  unable  to  fubduc, 

Fame 
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Fame  conveyed  the  renown  of  Frederick  to  Conftan* 
aople.  The  enaperor  Muftapha  III.  lent  an  ambaC 
lor  to  Berlin,  to  congratulate  him  on  the  glorious 
;!.peace  which  he  had  concluded.  Achniet  Effendi, 
|the  ambaffador,  made  his  entrance,  accompanied  by 
1%  brilliant  fuit  of  domeftics,  flaves,  and  janiflariesj 
^d  the  prefents  for  the  king  filled  fcveral  waggons, 
^^d  loaded  a  great  number  of  horfes.  Frederick,  who 
l^ated  forms,  felt  himfelf  reduced  to  tl&e  neceffity  of 
^ving  this  ambaffador  a  reception  of  that  nature  into 
ipilttch  the  admiflion  of  the  folemn  pomp  and  the  pa- 
lade  of  courts  was  unavoidable.  To  fucb  a  king,  the 
•rofufion  of  oriental  panegyric,  with  which  the  mi- 
fcfter  of  Muftapha  ornamented  his  recital  of  the  mili- 
Jary  atchievements  of  the  Pruffian  hero,  was  tedious 
iind  difgufting.  A  monarch  of  the  common  ftamp 
^ould  have  been  delighted  with  fuch  unqualified  adu-^ 
4^tion, 
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f«)  ipREDERICK  I.  reftorcd  the  cirdc  of  Scwibut  to 
^  Auftria  fhortly  after  the  death  of  his  father.  Some 
hf  hit  counfellori  having  remonftrated  to  him  on  the  fab* 
|9ft»  he  replied,  **  /  tap  my  word^  but  my  prefgni  candu& 
^  camni  hind  my  fueeeffirs ;  /  Uave  tt  them  the  care  §f  efforcii^ 
^*  their  elaims  upM  SiUfia.*' 

(2)  This  chaplain  was  called  Uranus.  The  king  enno^ 
iMed  him  the  day  of  his  coronation  under  the  name  of  Vrfinrnt 
tie  Bcer^  and,  amongfi  other  privileges^  permitted  him  to  bear 
the  facred  ampulla^  or  phial^  in  his  coat  of  arms. 

(3)  The  following  letters  patent^  granted  tflliis  tine  to 
Ule  prefident,  will  afford  a  fpecimen  of  the  pleafantry  that 
teigaed  at  the  court  of  Frederick- William : 

«<  Frederick- William,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Pruf- 
<M  fia,  &c.  to  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  letters  ihall  come 
■^  greeting.  Be  it  known  to  all  the  learned  world,  that  we 
**  have  named  the  noble,  fage,  and  experienced  count  Steia 
^  prefident  of  our  Ibciety  of  fcieoces,  in  confidetation  of 
<*  his  extenfive  knowledge,  celebrated  far  and  wide,  in  an- 
K^tiquities,  in  ancient  and  modern  coins,  in  natural  phi* 
M  lofophy,  mechanics,  botanies,  hydraulics,  pneunuuicst 
^^  fiatics,  as  well  as  in  cabiliftics,  in  the  knowledge  of  good. 
^  and  evil  fpiriCi,aad  alfo  ia  the  doAf  ioe  of  the  Pie-Adamites^ 
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«« &c.  ....  Be  it  alfo,  ordained,  that  the  Tald  prefideti 
*<  do  obferve  the  particular  revolutions  which  fhall  bappci 
*<  in  the  heavens  ;  as,  for  example,  when  Mars  (ball  hiit 
*<  caft  a  malignant  look  towards  the  fun,  or  fhall  formi 
<*  party  with  Saturn,  Veiluft^  and  Merturjr;  €n  when  the 
<<  zodiac  fhall  recede  ;  or  when,  according  to  the  Caitefiai 
«<  fyftem,  a  vortex  fliall  be  exhaufted  and  abforbed,  id 
*^  there  (ball  be  reafon  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of  a 
<*  infinite  number  of  comets.  Our  will  and  pleafure  is,  thati 
^  in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  faid  prefident,  ^ith  all  the  other 
**  members  of  the  f<tid  academy,  do  afleiiibley  in  order  to 
**  confer  on  thefe  events,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  cf 
«*  thefe  diforders,  and  confult  on  the  means  of  remedjriiig 

*<  thv'  fame We  ordain  likewife,  that  be  (ball  la* 

*^  hour  with  all  his  might  totally  to  deftroy  all  evil  fpirits^ 
**  hobg(iblins,  ghofts,  night-mares,  were-wolves,  elves,  and 
**  other  imps  of  Satan  )  and  we  further  promife  a  reward  of 
**  fix  crowns  to  any  perfon  who  (ball  bring  to  us  one  of  the 
*^  fiid  evil  fpirits  dead  or  alive,"  &c.  &c.  •  •  «  .  • 

Frederick- William  one  day  gave  his  academicians  thefol* 
lowing  quefiion  to  refolve  : 

**  fVhai  is  the  phyfical  reafon  fvhy  two  glaffes  of  chamfmp^ 

*'^  Jlruck  againji  each  other^  do  not  render  fo  Jirong  and  fr 

**  clear  a  fund  as  when  they  are  filled  with  any  other  fort  of 

*«  wine  ;  and  why  is  this  found  fo  dead  andjiified?** 

The  academicians  replied,    that,  as  they  were  nfot  rick 

enough  to  buy  champaign,  they  could  neither  obferve  nor 

explain  this  phenomenon*     The  king  fent  them  a  dozen 

of  champaign  ^  but  they  drank  it,  and  gave  no  anfwer. 

(4)  The  king,  who  chofe  the  Dutch  as  models  lik  many 
anions  of  his  private  life,  took  no  recreation  but  in  this  fort 
of  orgies.  In  a  chamber  of  the  palace  at  Berlin  is  a  pifiure 
reprefenting  one  of  thefe  alTemblies.     The  king  is  in  the 

middle. 
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middle,  and  the  queen,  feated  by  him,  is  lighting  his  pipe 
with  a  piece  of  paper.    Around  the  royal  couple  are  the  mi« . 
nifters  and  generals,  with  their  decorations  and  their  pipes^ 
placed  according  to  their  refpe£tive  ranks. 

At  Berlin  and  at  Potzdam  are  ftill  to  be  feen  two  little 

/  pavilions  which  were  appropriated  to  thefe  Dutch  revels. 
That  at  Berlin  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Spree,  in  the  walk 
cralled  Lujlgartefty  and  adjoining  to  the  caftle-church.  The 
-  other,  at  Potzdam,  is  a  fmall  fquare  building  in  the  middle  of! 
a  lafge  piece  of  water,  which  has  retained  the  name  of  the 
Dutch  Quarter.  It  was  in  thefe  pavilions  that  the  king  held 
his  councils  of  war,  and  every  day  after  dinner  went  to  drink 

^  beer  and  fmoke  with  his  generals.  A  fort  of  foup  was  ferved 
up,  compofed  of  fait  beef,  ham,  and  coarfe  cold  <nieat,  and 
beer  was  the  only  drink  put  upon  the  table. 

(5)  When  Frederict-William  went  to  review  his  troops, 
he  walked  on  foot  through  the  town.  On  this  occafion,  all 
perfons  whatever  withdrew  as  quick  as  poffible.  Above  all,  he 
could  not  endure  the  fight  of  a  woman  in  the  ftreets.  When 
he  met  one,  he  fent  her  home  with  a  box  on  the  ear,  a 
ftroke  of  his  cane,  or  a  kick,  faying,  *«  What  does  this 
^Jirumptt  do  here  ?  Honeft  women  remain  at  home  with  their 
••/amines.'' 

One  day  in  fummer  he  furprifed  feveral  women  walking 
behind  the  palace  in  a  public  place  called  the  King's  Garden^ 
but  which  is  only  a  great  fquare  for  exercife.  On  feeing 
them,  he  called  the  foldiersj  fent  for  brooms,  and  obliged 
the  fine  ladies  to  fweep  the  place  for  half  an  hour. 

Nor  would  he  fuffer  ecclefiaftics  to  frequent  the  parade, 
but  when  he  perceived  any  there,  he  ftruck  them  with  his 
cane,  and  diredled  them  to  retire  to  read  the  Bible,  and  make 
feriy»^jis. 

Vol.  I.  S  (6)  The 
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^6)  The  Germiin  courts  htd,  for  a  preceding  (engCh  of 
thtils^lidopted  the  French  intnnersAnd  Ungui^e*  This  uSc 
gained  ground  infenfibly  under  the  reign  of  Louis  XlV« 
The  wars  carried  on  by  thftt  monarch,  firft  on  the  frontierSy 
and  d^rerwards^even-  in  Germany ;  the  revodMion  of  the  edift 
of  Nftntx,  which  difperfed  above  half  tke  refugees  over  that 
couYitry.;  the  arts  and  fciences,  then  advanced  to  the  bigbcft 
degree  r  f  perfedion  by  the  French  ;  the  urbanityt  llie^elitt- 
ntfs,  and  grac^es  of  that  people,  which  had  rendered  tben  the 
Ihodel  of  ^klmoit  all  the  nations  of  Europe;  and,  indeed,  ait 
circumflances  whatfoever  concurred  to  bcftow  on  the  Freadi 
language  the  univerfal  monarchy  in  the  ttterary  worU* 

The  Great  £le£tor  had  received  upwards  of  twenty  thouftod 
French  in  his  dominions,  whom  be  had  wifely  diiftributed  ia 
the  towns  and  villages,  to  repair  the  depopulation  in  .coiife- 
quence  of  the  war  of  thirty  years.  The  refugees  introduced 
with  them  the  language,  the  manners,  tbe  arts,  and  mamifac' 
lures  of  their  native  country. 

Under  the  government  of  Frederick  T.  to  the  tafte  for  ufc- 
ful  articles  brought  from  France  was  added  an  excdEve  rags 
for  all  the  lefb  important  but  attradive  luxuries  which  ori- 
ginate in  that  kingdom  ;  fpedacles,  drelles,  furniture,  cooksy 
tutors,  and  governefles.  The  whole  was  French,  Frede- 
rick II.  therefore,  was  born  in  the  midft  of  a  French  World) 
^nd  he  read  few  German  works:  but,  indeed,  at  this  perisd, 
k  was  not  eafy  to  find  any  confiderabk  number  which  meriled 
a  ptrufaU 

r 

(7)  We  have  faid  that  Frederick  had  formed  the  defign  of 
going  to  England,  and  wiflied  to  marry  a  princefs  of  that 
court.  The  king,  at  (irft,  thought  that  the  princefs,  after- 
wards married  to  the  hereditary  prince  of  Bareith,  was  in  tbe 
plot,  and,  in  the  firft  emotion  of  his  rage,  endeavoured  to  daih 
her,  by  a  ftroke  of  his  foot,  headlong  from  a  window  of  which 

tbe 
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from  failing. 
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the  panes  defc^njed  to  the  floor.    Luckily,  thegueen,  yifho 
israsprerent,  hitU  her  hy  the  gOwn^  iind)  thus^  prejGpryed  her 

frftfti  fallino-- 


(8)  One  of  this  pfinceS  ^ejOersJs^  havjng  compJMned  to 
him  of  a  fentence  which  the  chamber  of  juftice  had  juft  giviqn 
an  an  affair  that  concerned  him;  the  king  repaired  imrnedi- 
ately  to  the  audience  chamber,  where  the  tribunal  w^^  af- 
fembled,  and,  there,  firft  attacking  the  prefidenc,  be  fcverel/ 
caned  all  the  judges,  reviling  them  by  the  low  and  5>di!^s 
appellations  of  rogues  and  blackguards.  It  was  a  truly  comic 
fcene  to  bdiold  tbofe  grave  magiftrates  running  from  one 
fide  to  the  other  of  the  hall,  to  avoid  the  king,  who  wiis  pur- 
fuing  them  with  his  cane.  This  mode  of  treating  the  dffi- 
'Cers  of  jufticc  hks  left  certain  traces,  which  will  with  diffi- 
culty be  efikced  from  the  fpirit  of  the  tribunals  of  Branden** 
•  bourg. 

(9)  This  girl  was  afterwards  married  to  k  dircdor  of  the 
{)ublic  carriages.  King  Frederick  II.  gave  her  a  peniion  of 
liearly  fix  hundred  livres,  to  obliterate  from  her  memory  all 
lecoUedion  of  the  outrage  which  &e  had  fuffei-ed  on  'bis 
account. 

(10.)  Rheinfberg  belongs  at  prefent  to  prince  Henry,  bro- 
ther to  the  late  and  Uncle  to  the  prefent  king,  who  pafles 
three  fourths  of  the  year  there,  and  negleds  nothiqg  to  make 
it  the  refidence  of  all  the  fine  arts* 

(ii)  The  merit  of  Frederick  H.  did  not  efc^e  thepene* 
Crating  eye  of  prince  Eugeiie,  who  predicted  th^t  h^  would 
one  day  be  a  great  captain* 

The  prince  royal,  having  gone  to  reconnoitre  the  lines  of 
Philip(bourg,  as  in  his:rQ(ui:n  hepaSed^JMugh  a  very  open 
wood,  was  eKpgicid  tf)  ^-^vkx^w  f^^dtbeJiAciy  .which  thun* 

S  %  dered 
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dered  without  ceaGng.  Though  the  balls  broke  a  number 
of  branches  on  every  fide  of  him,  he  never  mended  his  horfe's 
pace,  nor  did  his  hand  which  held  the  bridle  alter  a  fingle 
inftant  its  motion.  He  continued  to  converfe  tranquilly 
ivith  the  generals  who  attended  him,  and  never  betrayed  the 
leaft  figns  of  apprehenfion. 

Frederick,  then  only  prince  royal,  was  at  fupper  one  nigbt 
with  field-mar(hal  Grumkow.  The  converfation  turned  on 
the  young  prince  Lugene,  who  died  upon  the  Rhine,  and  be 
was  aflccd  whether  that  prince  would  ever  have  become  a 
great  man.  The  prince  decided  in  the  negative,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  not  having  known,  at  any  period  of  his  life, 
how  to  chufe  a  friend  who  dared  to  tell  him  the  truth* 

(12)  Though  Frederick  II.  was  a  free  mafon,  be  did  not 
like  to  have  the  ufages  of  mafonry  extended  beyond  the  in- 
terior of  the  lodge.  Some  mafons,  having  fent  him  a  petition 
during  the  war  of  the  Bavarian  fucceffion,  thought  proper 
to  add  to  their  names  their  titles  and  degrees  in  the  order. 
The  king  immediately  fent  the  petition  to  the  lieutenant  of 
police,  with  an  injuncSion  to  the  fubfcrlbers  to  make  no 
more  ufe  of  thofe  titles. 

An  upholfterer,  who  was  at  work,  one  day,  in  the  king's 
apartment,  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  known  to  the  king 
as  a  free  mafon  ;  but  Frederick  turned  his  back  on  hkn  and 
retired. 

(13)  Frederick  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Suhm,  the  Saxon  envoy 
at  Peterfburgh,  who  had  lived  familiarly  with  him  at  Rheinf- 
bcrg; 

**  We  have  had  frefh  bickerings  thcfe  few  days  paft.  The 
**  whole  arifes  from  a  jealoufy  which  Bredow  *  entertains  of 
*<  Woldcn.  t     The  former  has  found  the  means  of  iniinu- 

*  Formec^|f)govemor  of  the  prince  royal. 

f  Muihal  of  the  court  of  the  prince  of  Pruffia. 

•*  ating 
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*<  ating  to  the  king  that  I  am  a  man  without  religion,  that 
*'  Manteufel  *  and  you  have  greatly  contributed  to  pervert 
^*  me,  and  that  Wolden  is  a  madman  who  plays  the  buffoon 
**  with  us,  and  is  my  favourite.  You  know  that  the  charge . 
^'  of  irreligion  is  the  lad  refuge  of  calumniators,  and  that. 
*'  this  once  faid,  there  is  nothing  more  to  add.  The  king 
*'  took  fire,  I  kept  clofe,  my  regiment  did  wonders,  and  the 
*'  handling  of  arms,  a  little  flour  fcattcred  on  the  heads  of 
**  the  foldiers,  men  upwards  of  fix  feet  high,  and  plenty  of 
^'  recruits,  have  proved  ftronger  arguments  than  thofeof  my 
*^  traducers.  Every  thing  at  prefent  is  quiet,  and  there  is 
«*  no  more  talk  of  religion,  of  Wolden,  of  my  perfecutors^ 
•'  and  of  my  /egimcnt,"  &c. 

When  Fre4erick- William  was  ill  of  the  gout,  he  had  fits 
of  paflion  which  were  fometimes  entertaining.  His  phy- 
fician  had  told  him  that  it  would  contribute  greatly  to  his 
health  to  give  free  vent  to  his  anger.  His  majefty's  coach* 
man  was  charged  to  excite  thefe  falutary  crififes,  and  to  ex* 
pofe  himfelf  to  their  efFeds.  For  this  purpofe,  he  well  pa« 
pered  his  Oioulders,  and  when  the  king  grew  out  of  humour, 
gave  him  a  rudeanfwer ;  the  monarch  then  caned  him  as  long 
as  he  had  (Irength  remaining  for  the  repetition  of  his  blows.fC^ 

In  his  fits  of  the  gout  he  generally  amufed  himfelf  with 
painting  in  oil  colours,  and  his  grenadiers  fet:ved  him  as  a 
model*  When  the  portrait  was  paler  or  redder  than  the  ori- 
ginal, he  took  a  bru(h,  and  daubed  with  rouge  either  the. 
portrait  or  the  cheeks  of  the  grenadier,  and  then  admired, 
with  what  (kill  he  had  hit  on  the  refemblance.  There  are 
ftill  to  be  feen  at  the  caftle  of  Berlin  fomc  of  thefe  pifturci, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  infcribcd,  Freder.  WiWelmus  in 
iormentis  pinxit. 

*  This  it  the  celebrated  Manteufel,  afterwards  prime  mioifter  at  the 
court  of  Saxony,  who  was  fucoeeded  by  count  BrfM^ 

S  3  (14)  The 
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(  h)  The  following  is  the  laft  will  of  Ffcdcrick. William, 
rcfpcSing  his  interment. 

«(  My  dear  Ton,  the  following  inftru£tion  I  leave  you  re- 
**  fpeding  the  manner  in  which  my  body  is  to  be  treated, 
<«  when  the  Mod  High  fhall  have  withdrawn  me  from  this 
«<  world.  I  ft.  As  foon  as  I  am  dead,  let  my  body  be  wa(bed, 
«<  have  a  clean  (hirt  put  on  it,  and  be  laid  out  on  a  wooden 
<<  table  ;  then  let  me  be  fliaved,  cleaned,  arid  Covered  with  ^ 
^^  (beet.  Four  hours  let  me  lie  in  this  itate.  2dly.  After 
<*  this  let  my  body  be  opened  in  the  pj-efence  of  Iteutenaht- 
**  general  l]uddenbrock,colone)  Derfchau,  lieutenant-colonel 
**  Enfidel,  major  Bredow,  captains  Prinzen  and  Hake,  lieu- 
•*  tenant  Winterfeld,  and  of  all  the  phyiieians  ftnd  furgeons  ^ 
••  of  regiments  who  fhall  be  in  town,  and  of  my  valet  de 
•^  chambrc.  Let  them  carefully  cx;imine  the  diforder  of 
««  which  I  die,  and  the  ftate  of  all  the  different  parts  of  my 
♦*  body.  I  exprefsly  forbid  them  to  feparate  any  part  of  my 
♦*  body  from  the  other ;  care  only  fhall  be  taken  to  extrad  \ 
♦«  from  it  as  much  as  poflible  the  water  and  other  humours; 
*•  after  which  let  it  be  very  cleanly  wafhed,  and  covered 
•*  with  my  bed  coat.  3dly.  At  my  death,  let  new  uniforms 
««  and  hats  be  given.  The  next  day  let  my  regiipejit  be 
««  aflembled,  and  formed  in  battalions  ;  the  firfl  battalion  to 
<*  front  towards  the  palace,  with  the  right  wing  to  the  fide  of 
•*  the  river  at  the  fpot  the  ncareft  to  the  wall ;  the  fecond  1 
^<  battalion  next  the  firft,  and  the  third  behind  the  fecond« 
•'  Let  them  all  be  complete,  and  each  grena4ier  have  twp 
<<  cartouches.  Let  crapes  be  put  on  the  colours,  and  the 
**  drums  be  covered  with  black  cloth.  The  fifes  and  haut* 
•*  boys  fhall  alfo  be  covered  with  crapes.  Each  officer  lhal| 
^f  wear  a  crape  in  his  hat  and  on  his  arm.  4thly.  The  fu- 
«  neral  car,  which  fliall  be  taken  from  the  flables  of  Berlin, 
**  is  to  be  placed  pppofite  to  the  green Jiaircefiy  with  the  horfes 
f  ^  heads  towards  ||||p  river.  Eight  captains  fhall  convey  m9 
f  >  to  the  funeral  car  3  after  which  let  each  of  them  return  tQ 
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^^  bis  dtviTioa.  The  faoiei  eight  c!apttiiu)9  ftaiU,  alfo^  take  me 
^  out  of  ihe  funeral  car,  add  carry  iHie  into  the  churcli. 
*^  5thly.  As  foon  a»  th^  car  advance*,  the  regmeat  ft«Il 
*^  prepare  to  march,  the  drums  fluall  beat  the  dead  march^ 
*^  and  the  hautboys  play  the  well  known  canticle,  O  Haupt 
^<  V9U  Blut  tend  IVtmden,  Afcet  this,  the  funeral  car  ibatl  ad- 
'^^  vance  as  far  as  the  iron  gate.  Thec».  it  (ball  ftop  ;  wbi<lft 
<^  all  the  regiment  files  before  th^  car.  Theiirfl  battalion 
*•  (hall  place  itfclf  before  (he  church,  the  fecofid after  it,  and, 
**  next  to  this,  the  third.  As  foon  as  they  have  filed,  let  the* 
«<  corpfc  follow.  My  two  fons  William  and  Henry  fliail 
«*  remain  with  the  regiment.  You,  as  my  eldeft  foa,  wkh 
«*  little  Ferdinand,  will  march  in  ordef  behind  the  car,  as 
«'  well  as  all  the  generals  and  other  officera  who  (ball  bepre« 
**  fent,  and  who,  not  being  of  the  regiment,  wi(h  to  attend 
'^  in  the  proceffion.  The  two  chaplains,  Cochius  and  OtU 
**  feld,  will  alfo  follow,  becaufe  they  fervc  in  my  regiment. 
**  6thly.  The  body  (hall  be  carried  into  the  church  by  the 
**  eight  captains  of  my  regiment  whom  I  have  already  men- 
**  tioned,  and  they  (hall  enter  at  the  door  by  which  I  ufually 
*'  went  into  church.  On  the  coffin  (hall  be  placed  my  hand- 
<<  fomeft  parade  fvvord,  my  fineft  fafh,  a  pair  of  gilt  fpuijL 
«<  and  a  gilt  helmet.  All  thefe  you  will  find  in  the  arfenai« 
<^  When  the  captains  (hail  have  carried  me  into  the  church 
^*  in  the  manner  I  have  prefcribed,  the  coffin  (hall  be  depo- 
<<  fited  a  little  before  the  vault,  and  then  the  hautboys  and 
*^  ihe  organ  (hall  play  a  piece  of  mufic  compofed  by  the  or- 
^^/ganift  Sidon,  and  during  this  time  the  captains  who  (hall 
*f  have  carried  me  arc  to  return  to  their  divifions.  The 
*«  generals  and  fome  of  the  (hiff  officers  will  then  be  pleafed 
**  to  render  me  fome  of  the  laft  honours,  and  bear  me  into  the 
«*  vault.  Then  four  cannon,  which  (hall  be  brought  from 
<<  Berlin  and  placed  towards  the  plantation,  (hall  each  of 
"  them  be  twelve  times  difcharged  one  ^tcr  the  other.  7thly. 
<^  \  prohibit  every  funeral  oration  ;  m(  after  the  difcbarge, 

54  «*  the 
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<<  the  battalions  ihall  be  broken^  the  grenadiers  fliall  cany 
•*  the  colours  where  you,  my  fon,  fliall  order,  and  the  com- 
<<  panics  march  towards  their  c4>tains  quarters.  Two  gm 
<<  fliall  be  diftributed  to  each  grenadier,  as  in  the  time  of  the 
*•  exercifes.  8thly.  In  the  evening  you  will  give  an  enter- 
ic tainment  in  the  great  hall  in  the  garden  to  all  the  generals, 
<<  to  the  officers  of  my  regiment,  and  to  the  foreign  officers 
«<  who  fliall  have  attended  the  ceremony.  Let  the  befk  cafk 
*<  of  Rhenifli  wine  I  have  in  my  cellar  be  broached,  and  let 
**  *<  nothing  but  excellent  wine  be  drunk  at  this  repaft.  Qthly. 
^*  Fifteen  days  afterwards,  let  a  funeral  oration  be  pronoun- 
<<  ced  on  me  in  all  the  churches  of  my  dominions  ;  and  let 
<«  the  text  be,  Ich  hahe  iimn  gnten  Kampf  gikamfft  (bonum 
•«  certamen  certavi),  /  have  fought  a  good  fight.  Let  them 
*<  preach  on  this  text  in  the  morning,  and  then  fing  the  can- 
*<  tide,  JVer  nur  den  lieben  Gott  lafst  waken.  Let  not  a  word 
•*  be  fpoken  of  my  life,  nor  of  my  aSions,  nor  of  any  thing 
<<  perfonal  ;^  but  let  them  tell  the  people  that  I  died  like  a 
<<  great  finner,  and  that  I  aflced  pardon  of  God.  In  general, 
*<  in  thofe  funeral  difcourfes,  I  do  not  wifli  to  be  vilified,  nor, 
**  on  the  other  hand,  do  I  defire  to  be  commended.  lOthly. 
4i  Let  no  mourning  deaths  be  given  to  my  domeftics,  they 
•'  fliall  only  wear  a  crape  at  their  hats;  and,  in  other  rc- 
'^  fpe£ts,  let  there  be  no  other  ceremony  upon  my  account.  I 
<<  do  not  doubt,  my  deareft  fon,  that  you  will  execute  my 
•'  laft  wiflies  faithfully,  and  with  the  greateft  exaSitude.  As 
<^  for  the  reft,  I  am  till  death  your  faithful  father  and  very 
«  afFeflionate  king, 

<«  Frederick- WiLLiAJi^ 
««  Potzdam,  agth  May,  1740." 
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•*  majefty  has,  alfo,  been  at  fchool,  and  learnt  the  proverb,  |j 
••  Fiatjyftitia^  et  fit  eat  mundus.    Now,  that  no  pcrfon  mayi 
^*  take  upon  himfetf  henceforward  fo  to  a£t,  and  build  on^ 
^  fuch  an  example,  his  majefty  finds  htmfelf  called  upon  to  { 
*•  pronounce  bitnfeif  the  fentence,  and  to  give  an  example  o£\ 
*<  juAice.      His  cohduA  failing  under  the  predicament  of  . 
*<  crimen  l^a  majefiatisy  the  more  atrocious  as  it  h^s  beea  ) 
<^  committed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  who  ihouM  i 
^<  preferve  inviolate  their  fidelity  to  his  majefly,  and,  above'; 
*«  all, by  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  gens-d'armes,  who  are  ap- 
*♦  pointed  to  watch  over  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  his  majeSy 
«^  and  his  family,  it  would  not  prove  a  punifhment  beyond 
**  his/ guile  to  condemn  him  to  be  torn  with  burning  pincers^ 
^'  and  then  bung  upon  a  gibbet.     His  majefty,  however,  froim 
^*  refpe^St  for  his  family,  bath  been  pleafed  to  admit  of  a 
^^  milder  execution,  and  to  condemn  him  to  be  beheaded. 

**  Frederick- William. 
««  Berlin,  2d  November,  1730/' 

The  queen,  all  the  royal  family,  the  rel^lions  of  the  unfor*  . 
tunate  youth,  and  feveral  other  perfons,  threw  themfelves  in  ^ 
vain  at  the  feet  of  this  king  to  implore  him  to  grant  a  pardon 
to  the  offender.     Frederick- William  was  inflexible.     Young  '- 
de  Catt  wrote  to  the  king,  and  to  his  relations,  letters  which  : 
it  is  impof&ble  to  read  without  the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  con- 
cern.    The  fentence  was  executed  at  Cuftrin,  the  7th  of 
November,  in  the  court  of  the  government.     When   they 
came  to  feek  Frederick  in  his  prifon  to  lead  him  to  the  exe- 
cution of  his  friend,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  were 
come  to  condu<ft   him  to   execution ;    for,  the  officer  who 
performed  this  duty  could  not  fupprefs  his  tears.     As  foon  as 
he  approached  the  window  under  which  the  fcafFold  was  pre- 
pared, and  faw  his  friend  in  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  he 
ftretched  out  his  arms  towards  him,  crying,  "  Catt !  CattP* 
^nd  inftantly  fainted  away. 

Never  did  prince,  perhaps,  receive  a  more  ufeful  lefTon* 

Fre^ 
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Prederick  II.  during  tbp  remaixKier  of  bis  lific,  confidered  csi'^ 
■ital  punilhments  with  a  degree  of  horror.  They  were  very 
pu'e  in  hit  reign. 

,  Frederick  has  glanced  at  this  event  in  bis  Memoirs  of 
biandeifbourg ;  in  wbicb  he  fpexks  thus  of  bis  father  : 
r  **  Auftcre  in  his  manners^  rigorous  refpeding  tbofc  of 
N  others,  a  fevere  obfcrver  of  miKtary  difcipline,  governing 
B^.hb  ftaie  by  the  fame  laws  with  which  he  governed  his  ar«* 
^  my,  he  entertained  fuch  favourable  ideas  of  human  natorc, 
*^  as  to  pretend  that  all  his  fubjeds  were  as  fioical  as  him- 
P.fclf. .  • , .  We  have  paffed  over  in  filence  the  domefiic 
P  troubles  of  this  great  prince.  Some  indulgence  is  due  to 
^  the  faults  of  the  children  in  favour  of  the  virtues  of  fuch  a 
■  father/' 

|F  Might  we  not  now  fay,  **  IFe  mujl  pardon  theftverity  of  the 
9  father  in  favour  of  the  virtues  of  fuch  a /on" 

When  the  emperor  had  fucceeded,  by  the  means  of  Seek- 
Baidorf,  in  his  application  to  prevent  Frederick  from  being 
But  to  death,  the  king  remarked  in  a  rage,  ^^Jt^ria  will  one 
*  day  fee  tvhat  aferpent  Jh$  has  nourijhed  in  her  bofom.** 

Voltaire  accufes  Frederick  of  ingratitude  towards  Secken- 

f,  who  had  faved  his  life,  and  defcribes  him  as  having 

wn  the  charafler  of  his  prtfervcr  in  hideous  colours.   The 

liowing  quotations  may  unravel  the  principal  caufe  of  the 

tred  he  conceive4  againf^  this  count. 

rit£i  af  ^  Letter  from-  Frederi^k^  then  Prince  Royal^  to  Suhm^ 
^  dated  the  X  Tjth  of  November^  1 737. 

F  •*  You  will  be  informed,  doubtlefs,  of  the  fall  of  Secken- 
p  dorf  ^  a  juft  piinifhment  for  all  the  wicked  actions  he  has 
Pi  committed.  In  the  end,  he  has  his  turn,  and,  after  having 
p  long  been  the  idol  of  fortune,  is  become  the  prey  of  his  ene- 
i*  mies  in  his  old-age.  He  is  accufed  of  a£ts  of  guilt  which, 
Ji^  bowfoever  horrible,  are  all  founded  in  probability,  becaufe 
|f  pot  /deviating  &om  the  nature  of  )|ii  difp^fition.  He  is 
5  1^       •<  charged 
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<<  charged  with  having  fuffered  the  whole  Imperial  armjtt: 
**  fufFer  want,  to  gratify  his  fordid  avarice.  There  is  j» 
<<  fpecies  of  exadion  that  is  not  imputed  to  him.  His  en^ 
*'  mies  throw  on  him  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  laft  campa^ 
*«  and  the  prieflhood  animate  the  devotees  againft  him  oi! 
<<  account  of  his  religion.  After  all,  I  am  forry  for  him.  k 
<<  is  true  that  a  continual  profperity  had  rendered  Seckcndorf 
<^  intolerably  haughty  ;  //  is  trui^  likewifiy  that  aU  tbi 
^^  fimfs  hi  has  occafioned  me  tmrited  retrihutim.** 

We  read  in  a  work  attributed  to  Frederick  : 
<<  The  king,  feduced  by  the  invitations  of  Sed^endoi^ 
••  went  to  Prague  to  vifit  the  emperor.  He  brought  back  BBf 
<«  thing  but  the  regret  of  having  afibrded,  in  his  own  perC»% 
<^  the  fpedtacle  of  an  inferior  who  goes  to  wait  upon  his  f»r 
<«  perior  ;  of  having  difcovered  the  abfolute  ine£5cacy  of  iB 
<^  the  promifes  which  he  received  ;  and  of  having  lifienedls 
**  the  projeSi  of  marrying  his  fin  to  the  niece  of  the  emprefs!* 

He  thus  paints  the  fame  Seckendorf,  in  the  Memoirs  of  tk 
Houfe  of  Brandenbourg : 

**  Soon  after  the  acceflion  of  George  the  Second  to  d* 
«« throne  (1727),  count  Seckendorf  came  to  Berlin,  ft 
«  ferved,  as  a  general,  both  the  emperor  and  Saxony  at  tk 
**  fame  time.     He  was  fordidly  interefted :   his  mannerswos 
"  grofs  and  ruftic.     Lying  was  fo  habitual  with  him,  tbatk 
"  had  loft  the  ufage  of  fpeaking  truth.     His  was  the  foul  of 
•'  an  ufurer,  paiEng  fometimes  into  the  body  of  a  foldifir, 
*«  fometimes  into  that  of  a  negociator.     This  was  the  pc^ 
**  fonage,  however,  whom  Providence  made  ufe  of  to.brcsk 
«  the  treaty  of  Hanover  (1727).    He  gained  an  afcendcncy 
•*  over  the  king  (Frederick-William)  with  fuch  addrefs,  thai 
**  he  prevailed  on  him  to  fign,  at  Wufterhaufcn,  a  treaty  with 
**  the  emperor,'*  &c. 


Frederick- William,  who  confined  his  fon  almoft  within  a 
fiatc  of  military  difcipline,  put  him,  fometimes,  underarreft, 

and 
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miA  forbadeall  pcrfons  to  give  him  any  thing  bot  bread  and 
prater.  A  cook,  who  took  pity  on  him,  and  hoped,  doubclefs, 
30  receive  a  handfome  reward,  fent  him  regularly  provifions 
if  a  more  luxurious  nature.  He  was  deceived  in  his  ex- 
legations.  When  Frederick  mounted  the  throne,  the  cook 
lias  the  very  (irft  of  his  father's  fervants  whom  he  difmifled, 
fer  not  having  executed  his  orders  with  fidelity.  It  is  pre- 
luded, however,  that  he  rewarded  him  in  another  way; 
kit,  bowy  remains  hithctto  a  fecret. 


"  When  the  prince  was  under  arreft,  the  ofiicer  appointed  to 
iratch  him  had  orders  to  take  the  light  out  of  his  rodt  as  foon 
lithe  clock  ftruck  eight ;  his  father,  who  knew  his  tafte  for 
Kudy,  meaning,  thus,  to  augment  his  punifhment.     At  eight 

C clock  the  officer  appears.  The  prince  earneftly  entreats 
m  to  let  the  light  remain  half  an  hour  longer,  to  give  him 
HOie  to  finifh  the  reading  a  book  which  he  held  in  his 
>aiid.  "  No,"replied  the  officer,  "I  cannot/'  He  extinguilhed 
9ie  candle  ;  but  immediately  lighted  it  again,  faying,  *^  I  am 
'^  ordered  to  blow  it  out,  but  arti  not  forbidden'  to  re-h'ght  it,^ 
IV'hen  Frederick  came  to  the  throne,  this  officer  received  no 
"^compenfe.  He  thought  with  reafon,  that  a  man,  capable 
tf  thus  eluding  the  orders  of  his  father,  would  not  (hew  more 
Bdelity  in  obeying  his  commands  upon  a  fimilar  occafion. 
^his  reafoning,  however,  was  not  perfeftly  conclufive  in 
&vour  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  expofed  themfelves  to  pu- 
nifhment for  the  purpofe  of  affording  him  ples^ure. 

Under  the  prefent  reign  we  have  feen  a  fimilar  example  of 
political  difgrace.  Frederick  had  given  orders  that  the  prince 
loyal,'  now  reigning,  fhould  know  nothing  of  the  affairs  of 
die  cabinet.  Yet,  of  allthefe  affairs,  a  perfon  ventured  to 
inform  the  prjnce.  At  the  commencement  of  his*  reign,  he 
gave  him  a  moft  brilliant  recompenfe ;  but,  the  king  foon 
apprehended  that  he  fhould  be  but  ill  obeyed  by  a  man  who 

could 
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dered  without  ceafing.  Though  the  balls  broke  a  number 
of  branches  on  every  fide  of'  him,  he  never  mended  his  horfe's 
pace,  nor  did  his  hand  which  held  the  bridle  alter  a  fingle 
inftant  its  motion.  He  continued  to  converfe  tranquilly 
ivith  the  generals  who  attended  him,  and  never  betrayed  the 
leaft  (igns  of  apprehenfion. 

Frederick,  then  only  prince  royal,  was  at  fupper  one  night 
with  field-marfcal  Grumkow.  The  converfation  turned  on 
the  young  prince  Eugene,  who  died  upon  the  Rhine,  and  be 
was  afkcd  whether  that  prince  would  ever  have  become  a 
great  man.  The  prince  decided  in  the  negative,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  not  having  known,  at  any  period  of  his  life, 
how  to  chufe  a  friend  who  dared  to  teli  him  the  truth, 

(12)  Though  Frederick  II.  was  a  free  mafon,  be  did  not 
like  to  have  the  ufages  of  mafonry  extended  beyond  the  in- 
terior of  the  lodge.  Some  mafons,  having  fent  him  a  petition 
during  the  war  of  the  Bavarian  fucceffion,  thought  proper 
to  add  to  their  names  their  titles  and  degrees  in  the  order. 
The  king  immediately  fent  the  petition  to  the  lieutenant  of 
police,  with  an  injunction  to  the  fubfcribers  to  make  no 
more  ufe  of  thofe  titles. 

An  upholfterer,  who  was  at  work,  one  day,  in  the  king's 
apartment,  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  known  to  the  king 
as  a  free  mafon  i  but  Frederick  turned  his  back  on  him  and 
retired. 

(13)  Frederick  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Suhm,  the  Saxon  envoy 
at  Peterfburgh,  who  had  lived  familiarly  with  him  at  Rheinf- 
berg : 

**  We  have  had  frefh  bickerings  thefe  few  days  paft.  The 
**  whole  arifes  from  a  jealoufy  which  Bredow  *  entertains  of 
*<  Woldcn.  t     The  former  has  found  the  means  of  infinu- 

•  Former^goremor  of  the  prince  royal. 

f  Maiihal  of  the  court  of  the  prince  of  Fniffia, 

•<  atiiig 
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*<  ating  to  the  king  that  I  am  a  man  without  religion,  that 
**  Manteufel  ♦  and  you  have  greatly  contributed  to  pervert 
**  me,  and  that  Wolden  is  a  madman  who  plays  the  bufFoon 
**  with  us,  and  is  my  favourite.  You  know  that  the  charge , 
•*  of  irreligion  is  the  laft  refuge  of  calumniators,  and  that, 
**  this  once  faid,  there  is  nothing  more  to  add.  The  king 
**  took  fire,  I  kept  clofe,  my  regiment  did  wonders,  and  the 
*^  handling  of  arms,  a  little  flour  fcattered  on  the  heads  of 
*'  the  foldiers,  men  upwards  of  fix  feet  high,  and  plenty  of 
*^  recruits,  have  proved  ftronger  arguments  than  thofeof  my 
*'  traducers.  Every  thing  at  prefent  is  quiet,  and  there  is 
**  no  more  talk  of  religion,  of  Wolden,  of  my  perfecutors, 
•*  and  of  my  regiment,*'  &c. 

When  Fre4erick- William  was  ill  of  the  gout,  he  had  fits 
of  paffion  which  were  fometimes  entertaining.  His  phy- 
fician  had  told  him  that  it  would  contribute  greatly  to  his 
health  to  give  free  vent  to  his  anger.  His  majefty's  coach«» 
man  was  charged  to  excite  thefe  falutary  crififes,  and  to  ex* 
pofe  himfelf  to  their  efFefts.  For  this  purpofe,  he  well  pa- 
pered his  (boulders,  and  when  the  king  grew  out  of  humour, 
gave  him  a  rudeanfwer ;  the  monarch  then  caned  him  as  long 
as  he  had  ftrength  remaining  for  the  repetition  of  his  blows.*^ 

In  his  fits  of  the  gout  he  generally  amufed  himfelf  with 
painting  in  oil  colours,  and  his  grenadiers  fecved  him  as  4 
model.  When  the  portrait  was  paler  or  redder  than  the  ori- 
ginal, he  took  a  bruCh,  and  daubed  with  rouge  either  the. 
portrait  or  the  cheeks  of  the  grenadier,  and  then  admired, 
with  what  (kill  he  had  hit  on  the  refemblance.  There  are 
ftill  to  be  feen  at  the  caftle  of  Berlin  fome  of  ihefe  piftures,. 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  infcribed,  Freder.  Wilhelmus  in 
tormentis  pinxit, 

•  This  is  the  celebrated  Manteufel,  afterwards  prime  miniftcr  at  the 
caurt  of  Saxony,  who  was  fucceeded  by  count  Bi§tf* 

S3  (14)  The 
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*<  the  letter  by  a  few  gracious  expreflionf  towards  the  dukc» 
<<  and  by  aflfurances  of  your  confidence  in  me/'  &c« 
Anjwer  of  the  Prince  RoyaL 

<<  Your  letter  has  fo  embarrafled  me,  that  I  have  takea 
*^  time  to  anfwer  it.  I  cannot  refolve  to  adopt  the  propoiab^ 
**  you  make.  The  idea  of  begging  money  is  diametricaOj 
*<  oppofite  to  my  way  of  thinking.  Could  I  have  remsuned 
**  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  duke,  I  would  have  accepted 
*<  the  offer  :  but,  the  difference  is  very  great.  I  may  incur 
*'  obligations  to  a  duke  ;  but  judge  of  the  confequences  to- 
««  wards  an  emprefs.  I  am  fhort  of  cafh.  The  price  of  re- 
<*  cruits  is  augmented,  and  I  muft  have  them.  Give  me  good 
««  advice,  and  I  will  let  you  know  my  refolution  on  my  ^^ 
**  turn  from  Wefel,  the  ift  of  Auguft,  I  rely  on  your 
««  friendfliip  and  fidelity.     Adieu." 

In  the  fequel  the  prince  became  lefs  fcrupulous,  and  wrote 
as  follows  to  the  fame  Suhm,  the  ad  December,  1739 : 

*'  I  will  write  to  the  emprefs  as  foon  as  you  have  fcnt  me 
•*  the  model  of  the  letter  with  the  papers.  I  muft  have  24 
•*  thoufand  crowns  a  year.  If  you  fucceed,  you  will  dedufi 
«'  two  thoufand  annually  for  yourfelf.  Let  the  bargain  be 
**  concluded,  if  poffible,  towards  the  month  of  April." 


When  Mr.  de  Suhm  was  fent  to  Rui5a  as  ambaffadorfroffl 
the  court  of  Drcfden,  Frederick  wrote  to  him  the  following 
letter: 

•*  25th  November,  I736. 

«*  Permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  your  court  has  committed 
**  a  miftake  in  chufing  you  to  f^cceed  the  count  de  Linar. 
««  For  that  barbarous  court,  they  muft  have  men  who  drink 
*»  deeply,  and  are,  in  the  fulleft  pra^ical  extent  of  the  words, 
*'  admirers  of  the  fair  fex.*  I  do  not  think  you  will  difcofcr 
**  yourfelf  in  cither  of  thefe  features."  &c.  &c, 

*  The  editors  of  Mr.  de  Suhm's  Letters  remark,  that  this  coiut  bis 
grcatl>  ciianged  in  half  a  century. 

One 
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One  DefchampS)  a  French  ecdefiaftic  at  Rheinfberg,  wbo 
had  been  a  difciple  of  Wolf,  thought  proper  to  iranflate  the 
logic  of  that  philofopher,  and  dedicate  it  to  the  prince. royal* 
Suhm,  whom  Frederick  had  engaged  to  tranilate  Wolf,  grew 
rather  jealous  on  this  occafion,  and,  in  fome  degree,  com* 
plained  to  the  prinoc.  Frederick,  who  never  liked  prieftsy 
did  not  want  Suhm's  infinuations  to  prejudice  him  againft 
Defchamps.     He  anfwered  Suhm  in  thefe  words  : 

<<  lown  to  you,  that  the  dedicatory  epiftle  of  M. Defchamps 
••  appeared  to  me  very  flat.  Is  it  fufferablc  thus  to  throw 
*^  incenfe  in  the  face  of  any  one,  and  to  praife  a  perfon  whom 
*<  you  profefs  not  to  know  ?  Is  not  this  protouncing  the 
*<  eulogium  of  a  hero  of  romance,  of  an  imaginary  beingy 
<<  which  has  no  reality  but  in  the  brain  of  \ the  author  i  .  •  • 
*<  When  tbe  tranflator  fent  it  to  me,  I  ordered  him  to  be 
^*  thanked  for  the  fine  work  he  bad  been  pleafed  to  dedicate 
*<  to  me,  but  gave  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  underfiand,  that^ 
<<  fenfibleof  the  good  intentions  he  had  manifefied  in  his  de* 
*^  dication,  I  thought  it  would  be  repaying  him  with  ingra« 
^<  titude,  did  I  not  plainly  tell  him,  that  i  wifhed,  for  his 
*'  own  fake,  he  had  changed  the  dedicatory  epiftle,'*  The 
poor  prieft  took  thefe  marks  of  the  prince  royal's  gratitude 
very  ill  ;  he  had  expe£led  a  lefs  philofophic  recompenfe  for 
his  commendations.  To  revenge  himfelf,  he  endeavoured  to 
turn  into  ridicule  the  men  of  letters  whom  Frederick  ho* 
noured  with  his  confidence.  In  1740,  Voltaire  being  ar* 
rived  at  Berlin,  Defchamps  drew  his  portrait  in  a  literary 
work  which  he  then  publifhed,  and  gave  him  the  mod  hi« 
deous  and  moft  ridiculous  features*  The  king  did  not  difdain 
to  enter  the  lifts  even  againft  fo  puny  an  antagonift  as 
Defchamps,  and  fight  him  with  the  weapons  which  this  au- 
thor employed  againft  his  friends.  He  had  a  comedy,  written 
by  himfelf,  performi^l  in  his  palace,  in  which  poor  Defchamps 
was  not  fpared.  In  one  of  the  fcenes,  a  bookfejler  in  his. 
warehoufe  is  naming  the  books  which  had  a  good  fale^  then. 

Vol.  !•  T  pqinting 
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pointing  Co  a  huge  pile  of  volames,  be  fays-:  That  U 
Defchamps*  Phihfiphyy  I  fell  it  by  the  yariL  Defcbatnps  was 
weak  enough  fo  far  to  feel  this  wretched  royal  plcafantryi  as 
to  quit  Berlin  without  ofiering  a  fmgle  fentefloe  ki  reply# 
He  died  at  London  in  1760  : 

The  prince  royal  wrote  to  Mr.  Suhm  in  1736  : 

**  I  fancy  you  will  not  be  forry  to  heaf  a  word4»r  two  of 
«<  our  rural  amuferoents  \  for,  with  the  ^fons  wiip  are  deal 
*<  to  us,  we  love  to  enter  into  the  minuteft  detaits.  We 
^^  have  divided  our  occupations  into  two  clafles,  the  firft  of 
<<  ufeful,  and  the  fecond  of  agreeable  purfuits.  In  the  rank  of  ' 
*<  ufeful  I  place  the  fludy  of  philofopby,  of  biftory,  and  Ian- 
*^  guages ;  the  agreeable  are,  nnufic,  the  tragedies  and  co« 
*«  medies  we  reprefent,  the  mafquerades,  and  prefents  which 
^^  we  offer.  Serious  occupations,  however,  have  always  the 
<*  prerogative  of  fuperceding  the  others,  and  I  venture  to  af- 
**  fure  you,  that  we  only  make  a  reaibnable  ufe  of  pleafures, 
^<  applying  them  folely  to  divert  the  mind  and  attemper  the 
^^  morofenefs  and  too  great  gravity  of  philofophy,  which 
**  does  not  eafily  fuffer  the  graces  to  unbend  the  brow.  The 
**  wretched  condition  of  manhood  obliges  us  to  pafs  by  a  very 
**  narrow  path,  on  each  fide  of  which  are  precipices  called 
•«  abufes.  There  is  excefs  of  wifdom,  and  excefs  of  folly. 
•*  They  are  each  of  them  alike  ridiculous  ;  and,  to  keep  out 
•*  of  a  madhoufe,  we  (liould  be  careful  to  avoid  both  cx- 
**  tremes,  mixing  jefts  with  ferioufnefs,  and  pleafures  with 
**  aufterity." 

In  another  letter,  he  demands  from  him  details  refpe^^ing 
the  government  of  Ruffia.  Two  men  then  occupied  his 
attention,  Peter  the  Firft,  and  Charles  XII.  **  I  wifli  to 
**  know,"  faid  he, 

*'  ift.  If,  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  the  Czaf 
Peter  I.  the  Mufcovites  were  as  favage  as  they  have  been  re« 
prefented  i 

adly.  .What 
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sdly.  Wiut  leading  and  uiefjul  dianges  dy}  th?  Czarniafae 
in  religion  ? 

3dly.  In  the  government,  as  &r  »$  reJalos  i^  general 
police'? 

4thly.  In  the  military  art  1? 

5thly.  In  comnierce  •? 

6thly.  What  utcfvA  public  works  afe  begun  I  What  fir 
jitihed?  What  pro)e£le4?  fuch  as  communioations  betweea 
leas,  canals,  Qxlps^  edifices,  cities,  &c.  ? 

7thly.  What  progrefs  in  the  fcienccs  ?  What  eftabliflb- 
nents  i  and  What  advantage  derived  i^om  them  i 

8thly.  What  colonies  have  been  lent  J  an4  WJiat  fuo 
cours  to  begin  with  ? 

9thly,  Id  what  have  the  drefles,  manners,  and  cuftoms^ 
changed  ? 

lothly.  Is  Mufcovy  more  populous  than  forskerly  ? 

iithly.  What  is  the  number  of  its  inhahitantSi  and^  pac-* 
ticulariy,  of  its  priefts  ? 

i2thly.  How  much  money  ?" 


Mr.  de  Suhm  having  obferved  to  the  prince  royal,  that, 
were  he  to  retain  only  the  half  of  his  elevated  fentiments, 
he  would  ftill  be  a  great  king.  The  prince  replied,  *'  Were 
•'  I  to  become  capable  of  admitting  a  change  in  my  prefcnt 
^<  opinions,  I  (hould  almoft  fink  into  defpair ;  but  this  mere 
<<  remark  can  prove  but  little  as  to  what  may  happen  to  me 
«*  in  future. 

<<  Tell  briUe  au  iecond  rang  qui  s'ecb'pfe  au  prenuer.** 

Second  m  rank»  be  darts  the  blazing  ray. 
Who  cannot,  in  ihtfirft,  one  beam  difplay* 

Beloved  as  the  prince  royal  was  by  the  foldiers  of  his  regi- 
ment, it,  naturally,  followed,  that  he  never  dreaded  their 
entertaining  an  inclination  to  defert*  The  king,  to  whom 
fcarcely  one  of  thefe  was  not  known,  difcovefW  that  two 

T  a      '  fine 
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fine  fellows,  who  were  Swifs,  had  abfented  thetnfelvef^r  En* 
quiring  the  caufe  of  this  from  the  prince,  the  latter  anfweredl, 
•«  They  foHcited  a  furlow  ;  and,  in  their  requeft,  they  ma- 
**  nifefted  fo  ardent  an  inclination  to  revifit  their  natire 
**  country,  that  I  could  not  meet  it  with  a  refufal/'  The 
king  became  exafperatcd,  and  reproached  the  prince  for 
having  fuffcred  thefe  foldiers  to  depart,  when  there  was  no 
likelihood  of  their  returning.  Frederick,  on  the  contrary, 
exprefled  his  firm  alTurance  that  they  would  come  back  ;  and 
•the  event  foon  juttified  his  declaration.  They  not  only  re- 
joined the  regiment  at  the  immediately  enfuing  review,  but 
-brought  with  them  fome  excellent  recruits. 

When  the  prince  royal  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  regiment  of  Golz,  he  defired  his  father  to  change  the  lace 
of  the  officers  uniforms  from  gold  to  filver.  The  king  con- 
-fented.  As  foon  as  the  new  uniforms  were  made,  the  prince 
invited  all  the  officers  to  aflemble  in  a  meadow  near  Rupin, 
where  he  fometimes  became  a  party  in  their  various  diver- 
fions.  Here  they  found  a  large  fire  lighted,  placed  them- 
felves  round  it,  and  partook  of  the  refrelliments  prepared  for 
them  by  Frederick.  When  they  began  to  be  a  little  jovial, 
.  the  prince  royal  faid,  "  Gentlemen^  Jince  we  are  all  met  to- 
**  gethery  let  us  pay  the  loft  honours  to  the  uniform  of  the  regim^t 
,  *'  o/Golz.**  In  uttering  ihefe  words,  he  ftripped  off  bis  coat 
and  waiflcoat,  and  threw  them,  with  his  hat,  into  the  fire. 
All  the  officers,  howfoevcr  reludantly,  were  obliged  to  follow 
the  example.  Nor  did  the  frolic  end  here.  The  king  with 
a  penknife  cutting  away  the  cloth  of  his  breeches  until  only 
tlie  lining  remained,  threw  the  former  into  the  fire.  The 
officers  were  quite  embarraffed,  but  felt  the  neceffity  of  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  prince,  though  it  coft  fome  of 
them  a  blufli  for  the  linings,  which  were  not  in  the  very  bcft 
plight.  The  facrifice  took  place  amidft  a  profound  filence, 
not  unaccQmpanied  by  marks  of  fliamc  j  but,  at  length,  they 

a// 
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all  burflr  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter,  and  when  they  had  fuf- 
ficiently  diverted  themfclve^,   Frederick  fent  for  the  new  : 
cloaths. 


Whilft  Frederick  remained  in  exile  at  Cuftrin,  he  was  as  ' 
paffionately  fond  of  fliooting  as  his  father.     His  employment  ^ 
of  counfellor  of  war  and  infpeftor  of  the  domains,  obliged 
him,   from  time  to  time,   to  vifit  fome  towns  and  villages.  * 
He  always  travelled  in  a  chaife,  and  ufually  with  his  fowling- 
piece.     In  one  of  thefe  expeditions  he  let  his  glove  fall, 
and  ftooping  to  pick  it  up,  accidentally  touched  the  gun, " 
which  wQnt  ofF,  and  the  fhot  pafled  through  his  hat  and' 
grazed  his  ear.     Frightened  at  the  danger  which  he  had  ex- 
perienced,  he  leaped  out  of  the  chaife,  broke  his  gun,  for* 
which  he  had  given  a  confiderable  price,  againft  a  tree,  and' 
took  an  oath  which,  thenceforward,  he  maintained  inviola-' 
ble,  to  relinquifh,  for  all  the  reft  of  bis  life,  the  diverfion  of' 
ihooting. 


(15)  Jordan  was  named  a  privy  counfellor,  but  he  had. 
fufficient  employment  given  him  to  make  him  earn  his  pen- 
fion.  Kayferling  was  made  a  colonel  and  aide-de-camp,  and 
obliged  to  apply  ferioufly  to  the  neceflary  knowlegc  of  his  art. 
Chafot  had  a  corps  of  chafTeurs.  Each,  in  fliort,  was  pro- 
vided with  employments  which  were,  apparently,  the  befT 
calculated  to  draw  out  with  advantage  their  feveral  abilities. 

Suhm,  who  was  in  RufSa,  was  recalled  ;  but  he  died,  in  his 
return,  at  Warfaw.  He  recommended  to  the  king  his  four 
children,  and  his  After,  who  had  attended  them  like  a  fecond 
mother  fince  his  widowhood.  Frederick  fent  for  them  to 
Berlin,  and  took  caie  of  them.  ^ 

T  3  *  Th6 
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The  eldcA  of  Suhm's  fons,  when  a  lieutenant  in  the  king'i 
fervice,  loft  his  leg  at  the  battle  of  Prague.  The  king  then 
Ofiade  him  poft -maftcr  at  Deflau,  in  which  town  be  died  In 
1 7  83,  leaving  three  fons  enfigns  in  the  Pruffian  army.  On 
his  deach-bed  he  recommended  them  to  the  king,  who  an- 
fwered : 

^*  It  is  with  much  concern  I  learn,  by  your  letter  of  the 
**  1 2th,  that  your  laft  moments  are  approaching.  The  name 
<<  of  Suhm  is,  indeed,  very  dear  to  me.  I  have  known  fome 
<<  of  that  family  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  merit, 
•'  and  conciliated  my  efteem.  Your  father  and  you  are  of 
<<  that  number,  and  your  fons  (hall  equally  partake  *of  it,  if 
<<  they  tread  in  their  footfteps,  and  imitate  their  example.  I 
<<  am  happy  to  give  you  this  confoling  teftimonial  before  you 
<*  quit  the  theatre  of  this  world,  on  which  you  have  aded 
*<  the  part  of  a  truly  honeft  man  3  a  part  the  moft  glorious  of 
*^  any  in  which  it  is  poffible  for  mankind  to  engage.  With 
«'  thefe  fentiments,  I  pray  to  God  for  your  recovery,  and 
^<  implore  him  to  confider  your  deferts,and  take  you  into  his 
*'  holy  keeping.  Frederick. 

««  Potzdam,  16  May,  1783." 

Suhm  expired  bsfore  his  widow  received  this  letter.  She 
flood  in  need  of  fomeihing  more  fubftantial  than  the  honwr* 
able  teftimonials  the  king  gave  to  the  probity  of  her  hufband  i 
for,  there  is  no  living  on  the  compliments  of  kings.  She 
wrote  an  affeding  letter  to  the  monarch,  to  beg  hisaffiftance 
in  the  education  of  her  family.     He  replied  : 

*«  The  intelligence  of  the  death  of  your  hufband,  thepoft* 
^«  matter  at  DcfTau,  gave  me  great  concern.  Of  this  the 
'Haft  letter  I  wrote  to  him  on  his  death -bed  will  already 
•*  have  informed  you.  I  efteemed  him  for  his  merit,  as  well 
<*  as  for  the  fervices  he  rendered  me  in  the  military  and  civil 
*•  line,  for  which  reafons,  were  there  no  other,  I  fincerely 
«*  ftiare  your  lofs.  Your  fons,  if  they  purfue  the  footfteps 
^^  of  their  fother,  will^  at  a  proper  time  and  place^  partake 

«c  of 
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"  of  my  beneficence  and  prote£Jion.  A«  for  yourfelf,  I  wi(h 
**  you  every  neceffary  confolation  in  your  juft  forrow  ;  pray- 
^'  ing  God  |||i^have  you  in  his  holy  keeping,  &c. 

*♦  Frederick.'* 

(16)  It  was  the  minifter  Reinbeck,  counfellor  of  the  con- 
fiftory,  who  was  employed  to  write  to  Wolf  to  invite  him  to 
return  under  the  preceding  reign.  To  him,  likewife,  Fre* 
derick  addreiled  himfelf  in  the  following  letter  : 

*'  My  dear  counfellor  Reinbeck, 

**  You  have  only  to  write  once  more  to  Wolf,  the  coun- 

*'  fellor  of  regency,  and  a(k  him,  whether  he  will  not  now 

*'  enter  into  my  fervice.     Aflure  him  of  reafonable  terms.    . 

<^  I  am  your  affedionate  king,  ^ 

**  Frederick..'* 

Beneath  was  written  in  the  king's  own  hand : 

"  I  beg  you  to  do  every  thing  in  your  power  on  the  fubjefl: 
«'  of  Wolf.  The  man  who  adores  truth,  and  fearehes  after 
<^  her,  ihould  be  precious  in  all  buoian  fbcieties.  In  bei^ 
•'  country  you  will  have  obtained  a  conqueft,  (liould  you 
^'  engage  him  to  return. 

"6  June,  1740.  Frederick." 

Though  Frederick  profefled  the  higheft  admiration  of 
Wolf,  and  wrote  letters  to  him  full  of  eulogium,  he  fome- 
times  amufed  himfelf  at  his  expence,  and  called  him  a  com* 
piler  of  nonfenfe. 

On  his  acceflion  to  the  thrpne,  he  wrote  to  Suhm  to  bring 
likewife  with  himEulerj  one  of  the  moft  learned  machema* 
ticians  in  Europe,  and  then  in  the  fervice  of  Ruilia. 

"  Bring  Euler,  if  you  can,"  are  the  words  of  his  letter. 
<<  He  fhall  have  9  thoaiand  or  twelve  huadred  crowns 
<*  penfion." 

(17)  The  following  affair  occupied  the  kin^  at  the  com- 
mencemenc   of  bis  reign,      William,  land|;fave  of  Heile 

T  4  Caffel, 


aSo  LIFE         OF 

Caflel,  in  quality  of  count  of  Hanau,  had  feme  differences 
with  the  eledior  of  Mayence,  The  latter,  attempting  to 
make  ufe  of  an  unjuft  violence,  the  landgrav^lj^plied  to  the 
king,  demanding  his  protedion.  The  19th  of  June,  1740, 
the  king  wrote  a  letter  to  the  eledor,  requiting  him  to  ceafe 
from  hoflilities,  and  declaring  that  he  was  ready,  in  cafe  of 
need,  to  affift  the  landgrave  of  Heflfe  Caflel,  who  was  atts^ched 
to  his  houfe  by  compads  of  fraternity.  This  letter  produced 
the  efFedt,  the  ele£lor  adopted  milder  and  moreChrifttan  fen* 
*  tioients,  and  every  thing  was  amicably  adjufted. 

(18)  A  taylor  of  Straibourg,  of  whom  the  king  had  ordered 
fome  doaths  in  the  French  fafhion,  learning  that  the  pre- 
tended count  was  the  king  of  Pruffia,  refufed  to  -fejeive  his 
money,  faying,  <*  that  he  was  too  amply  paid  by  me  honour 
«<  of  having  worked  for  his  majefty.** 

The  king  wrote  a  journal  of  this  expedition,  half  profe 
and  half  verfe,   nearly  in   the  ftyle  of  Bacbaumont  and  La  . 
Chapelle.     The  following  paflages  are  given  us  by  Voltaire : 

«  After  frightful  roads,  we  met  with  ftill  more  hideous 
•'  accoQimod^tions. 

♦«  Car  d«8  hotcs  intercflcs, 

Dc  la  faim  noiis  voyant  prefles, 

Dans  une  chaumiere  infernale ; 
En  nous  empoHbnnant  nous  volaient  nos  ecus, 
O  fiecle  different  du  teins  de  I^ucullus !  ** 

Vile  felfidjnefs  inflam'd  the  landlord's  breaft,  0 
Asj  in  his  hellifh  hut,  he  found  a  gueft  > 

By  raging  hunger's  pangs  fevcrcly  prcft.  J 

When  hills  for  poifonM  meats  our  purfes  drain> 

LucuUus  \  mark  the  contrad  to  thy  reign ! 

<*  Alarming  roads,  bad  eating,  and  horrid  liquor;  this  was 
**  not  all,  wcfufFer^d  many  other  accidents,  and  our  equipage 
M  muft  certainly  have  been  very  Angular,  for  at  every  plaqc 
^*  we  pafled  through  they  miftook  us  for  other  perftos. 
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*'  Les  uns  nous  prenaient  pour  des  rois^ 

D'autres  pour  des  filoux  courtois, 

D'autret  jK>ur  gens  de  connoilTance  $ 

«Par  fois  It  peuple  s*attroupaity 

Entre  ies  yeux  nous  regardalt, 
£n  badaux  curieux  remplis  d^impertinence/* 

ITjife  deem  us  kings ;  and  civil  (harpers  thefe ; 
Whilft  fome,  of  varying  fentiments^  fuppofe 
That  we  are  men  with  knowledge  deep  endued* 
£y  gaping  crouds  ftill  infolently  viewM, 
And  mark'd  as  viiUms  for  the  general  ftare^ 
We  fit,  whilit  all  the  fools  their  thoughts  declare. 

•*  The  poft- matter  at  Kehl,  afluring  us  that  there  was  nc^  *  \ 
*'  falvation  without  a  paflport,  and  feeing  that  ctrcumflainces 
••  rendered  it  Aeceflary  either  to  forge  one  ourfclvcs,  or  not 
■•  to  enter  Stra(bourg,  we  were  conftrained  to  adopt  the  for- 
'*  aier  plan  ;  in  which  the  Pruffian  arms  I  had  on  my  feal 
^*  was  of  admirable  fervice.  We  arrived  at  Strafbourg,  and 
**  the  caflom-houfe  coifair  4nd  vifitor  feemed  fatisiied  with 
our  proofs, 

**  Ces  fcelerats  nous  epiaient, 
D'un  oeil  le  pflfle-port  lifaient, 
De  Tautre  lorgnaient  notre  bourfe  s 
L^or  qui  toujours  fiit  de  reflburce. 
Par  lequel  Jupin  jouiiTait, 
De  Danae  qif  il  carelFait ; 
L'or  par  qui  Cefar  gouvernait 
Le  monde  heureux  fous  fon  empire ; 
L'or  plus  Dieu  que  Mars  8c  Tamour, 
I.e  mSme  or  fut  nous  introduire 
Le  foir  dans  les  murs  de  Strasbourg/*  &c. 

Thefe  vile  and  mercenary  fpiet 
Made  ample  ufe  of  both  their  eyes. 
With  tbUf  they  on  the  pafTport  gaz'd  j 
Tbat  to  the  lifted  pxwft  was  raisM. 
O !  never- failing  PowV  of  Gold ! 
For  Thee !  to  Jove  was  Beauty  fold ! 

The 
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The  rich  Rain  drowned  bright  Virtue's  charms^ 
And  Danae  refign*d  its  arms.  . 

By  Thee !  did  Caefar  hold  his  Cwzy,  ■ 

And  make  the  happy  world  obey.  4^  | 

With  Thee!  whole  force  is  far  above  j 

The  lance  of  Mars,  or  dart  of  Love !  \ 

When  night  had  quenchM  th'  illuminM  ray. 
Through  Strasbourg's  gates  we  bought  our  way. 

(19)  The  pi£ture  Voltaire  gives  of  the  condition  in  which 
he  found  the  king  near  Cleves^  is,  perhaps,  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated ;  but  the  ground-work  is  certainly  exa£^,  and  cha-> 
radterizes  ihe  fimplicity  of  this  prince,  who  did  every  thing 
bimfelf,  and  did  not  fpoil  his  minifters. 

«*  From  Strafbourg,"  adds  Voltaire,  "  he  went  to  fee  hit  - 
^*  fta^es  in  Lower  Germany,  and  informed  me  that  he  fliould  i 
<<  come  incognito  to  vifit  me  at  Bruflels.     We  prepared  a 
*<  bandfome  houfe  for  him ;  bur  the  king,  becoming  indif-  j 
<<  pofed  in  the  little  palace  of  Meufe,   two  leagues  frool  % 
**  Cleves,  he  wrote  word  that  he  expcdled  I  fliould  make  tht  i; 
**  firft  advances.     1  went,  therefore,  to  render  him  my  moft    » 
•'  humble  homage.     Maupertuis,  who  already  had  his  vie^vs, 
«*  and  who  longed,  almoft  to  diftradion,  for  the  poft  of  pre- 
*«  fidcnt  of  an  academy,  prefented  himfelf  of  his  own  accord, 
*<  and  lodged  with  Algarotti  and  Kayferling  in  a  garret  of 
**  this  palace.     The  only  guard  I  found  at  the  gate  was  one 
•*  foldier.     The  privy  counfellor  Rambonet  was   cooling 
*'  his  heels  in  the  court;   he  had  large  ruffles  of  dirty  linen, 
«'  a  hat  full  of  holes,  an  old  magifterial  peruke,  one  end  of 
**  which  defcended  as  low  as  his  pockets,  and  the  other 
*'  fcarcely  reached  his  flioulder.     I  was  told  (and  truly  told) 
«*  that  this  man  was  employed  in  an  affair  of  great  im- 
**  portance. 

*<  1  was  conduiied  into  his  majefly's  apartment,  where 
«« there  was  nothing  but  the  bare  walls.  I  perceived  in  a  ca- 
««  binet,  by  the  glimmering  of  a  taper,  a  truckle  bed,  two 
*«  feet  and  a  half  wide,  on  which  lay  a  little  man  muffled  up 
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**  in  a  night  gdwn  of  coarfe  blue  cloth.    This  was  the  king 

**iii   a  ftrong  perfpiration,    and  even  trembling  under  a 

j^  wretched  blanket  in  a  violent  fit  of  the  ague.     I  bowed 

^  to  him,  and  begaAi  by  feeling  his  pulfe,  as  if  I  had  been  his 

**  firft  phyfician.     The  fit  over,  he  drefled  bicnfelf  and  fat 

*'  down  to  table.     Algarotti,  Kayferling,  Maupertuis,  the 

**  king's  mtnifter  to  the  States  General,  and  myfelf,were  of  the 

["party,  where  we  converfed  profoundly  on  the  immortality 

•of  the  foul,  on  liberty,  and  the  androgines  of  Plato. 

<<  Gounfellor  Rambonet,  ifi  the  mean  while,  had  mounted 
•aback  horfe,  travelled  all  night,  and  the  next  day  arrived 

•  at  the  gates  of  Liege,  and  prefented  a  memorial  in  the  name 
<■  of  the  king  his  mafier ;  whilft  two  thoufand  men  froni 

*  Wefel  were  laying  that  country  under  contribution/' 

(ao)  The  news  of  the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI, 
arrived  at  Rheinfberg  whilft  the  king  was  in  bed,  and  in  a 
fever.     His  courtiers,  who  knew  that  he  was  looking  with 
ardour  to  theconfequences  of  this  death,and  were  no  ftrangert 
to  the  vivacity  of  his  temperament,  dreaded  left  this  intel- 
ligence might  prove  injurious  to  his  health.     They  delibe<* 
nted  a  long  time  on  the  manner  of  announcing  it  to  him^ 
and  at  length  determined  to  entruft  his  valet-de-chambre 
with  the  commillion.     He  took  a  great  many  precautions 
t0  prepare  the  king,  but  they  foon  faw  they  were  deceived, 
and  that  there  was  no  neceffity  for  all  thefe  apprehenfions. 
It  produced  no  change  in  his  countenance,  no  variation  in  his 
featares.     He  read  the  letters  of  his  envoy  at  Vienna,   and 
made  bis  attendants  repeat  the  circumftances  the  courier  had 
related  of  his  death.     After  this  he  rofe,  and  wrote  to  general 
Schwerin,  and  count  Podewils,  his  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
10  come  to  Rheinfberg.     He  had  fecret  conferences  with 
them  ;  and  immediate  preparations  were  made  for  war.    The 
enigma  appeared  the  more  inexplicable,  as  Frederick  II.  was 
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the  firft  to  acknowledge  Maria-Thcrcfa,  the  ddcft  daughter' 
of  the  emperor,  as  legitimate  heirefs  of  all  the  Auftriandfoi 
minions.  He  even  affurcd  the  court  of  Vienna  in  vrritio^ 
that  he  was  refolved,  as  he  had  promifed,  to  guaranty  the' 
pragmatic  fandion.  At  the  fame  time  he  commanded  that 
30,000  men  fliould  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march, 
and  he  levied  recruits  on  all  fides.  None  of  his  generals  or 
miniilers  knew  one  word  of  his  projed. 

(21)  The  following  inftrudions  which  he  gave  count  dc 
Gotter  may  fupply  us  with  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  prince  treated  foreign  affairs  through  the  medium  of  his 
ambafladors  : 

<«  You  are  to  acquaint  the  court  at  which  you  refide,  iff,' 
<<  That  I  am  ready,  with  all  my  forces,  to  guaranty  the  do* 
*<  minions  poflefled  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria  in  Germany, 
«<  againft  whofoever  Ihall  attack  them,  adiy.  That  I  will 
<*  enter,  on  this  head,  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  the  courts 
*♦  of  Vienna  and  Ruflia,  and  the  maritime  powers,  ^jf 
**  That  I  will  employ  all  my  credit  to  obtain  the  Imperial 
<<  dignity  for  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  and  maintain  his  eledion 
<<  contra  quofcunque.  I  may  even  add,  without  riflcing  too 
^^  much,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  fucceeding  in  it.  4thly, 
^^  To  put  the  court  yon  are  at  in  good  order  and  a  poftuic 
*«  of  defence,  I  will  fupply  it>  in  the  firft  inftance,  withtvpo 
<<  millions  of  florins.  You  are  fenfible,  that  for  fuch  eflen- 
<'  tial  fervices  I  have  a  right  to  a  proportionate  recompenfe, 
•*  and  a  proper  fecurity  to  indemnify  me  for  all  rifles,  and  for 
*'the  part  I  am  willing  to  undertake. '  In  a  word,  it  is  the 
*^  entire  and  total  ceffion  of  all  Silefia  that  I  demand,  as  tin 
*^  price  of  my  labours,  and  the  hazards  I  am  willing  to  incur 
*'  in  the  career  upon  which  I  am  about  to  enter,  for  the  pre- 
**  fervation  and  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

**  Frbperick.^ 
(22)  Louii 
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j£  (a2)    Louisa  de  Halle,  chancellor  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
Ih  the  reputation  of  difcovering,  explaining,  changing,  and 
Kta  fabricating  titks. 
V  . 

(23)  The  marquis  de  Beauveau,  fent  to  compliment  Fre- 
derick, inrwgined  he  was  going  to  declare  againft  France,  in 
lEaivour  of  Maria-Therefa ;  to  Ftipport  the  eledion  of  Francis 
lof  Lorraine^  the  queen's  hufband  ;  and,  from  all  thefe  cir« 
ctimftances,  probably  to  derive  the  moft  advantageous  confe- 
^quences.  He  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  a  political 
4|ifcce  which  the  king  had  written  in  his  ufual  manner,  and 
Ant  three  months  before  to  Voltaire,  wherein  he  coafidered 
durance  as  the  natural  enemy  and  ravager  of  Germany. 
f.  He  fet  out  for  Silefia  the  1 5th  of  December,  although 
iben  under  the  attack  of  a  quartan  ague.  On  mounting  his 
'lK)rfe,  he  faid  to  the  marquis  de  Beauveau,  ^^  lam  preparing 
*•  to  play  your  game\  if  aces  turn  up^  we  will  go  halves.*' 
!*  He  has  fince  written  the  htilory  of  this  conqueft,  which  he 
ihewed  complete  to  Voltaire,  who  tranfcribed  the  following 
paflages : 

•  •  ««  Added  to  the  confiderations  of  troops  always  ready  for 
«*  adion  ;  my  cqifcrs  well  filled,  and  the  vivacity  of  my  cha- 
■♦«  rader,  were  reafons  for  my  n^aking  war  with  Maria- 
••  Therefa,  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia"  .... 
ill?  <^  Ambition,  intereft,  the  defire  of  being  fpoken  of,  carried 
>•*  the  point,  and  war  was  .determined."  . 

Voltaire  expunged  this  paflage  in  correcting  the  work. 


'  The  troops  being  aflembled  near  Croflen,  the  king  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  addrefled  the  generals 
and  officers  as  follows : 
<*  Gentlemen, 
«<  I  do  not  look  upon  you  as  my  fubje£ls,  but  as  my  friends. 
^<  The  troops  of  Brandenbourg  have  been  always  diftinguifhed 
*'  fior  their  bravery  ^  and  have  given  proofs  of  their  courage 
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*(  on  many  occafions.    I  fhall  be  prefeot  9t  adl  your 
^  ditions.     You  will  engage  under  any  eyes,  and  I  will  j 
*^  compenfe,  not  only  as  a  father,  but  as  a  foveieiga,  all  I 
*'  who  (hall   diflinguifh  tbemfelves  by  their  zeal  for 
"  fervice/' 

(24)  Voltaire,  being  one  day  at  fotsdam,  leaning  6a 
marble  table,  faid,  in  fpeaking  of  the  kiog^  «^  Ht  refi 
•»  that  tabic,  hard  and  palifi)ed** 

This  politenefs  of  Frederick  was  aloikoft  wholly  confined tl' 
foreigners,  and  perfons  from  whom  he  expedcd  feme  fenr loe^ 
or  whom  it  '\\'as  his  intereft  to  conciliate.  In  general,  be 
very  fond  of  turning  others  into  ridicule,  of  fliewing 
his  fuperiority,  and  he  frequently  faid  point  blank  the  h; 
things  to  perfons  who  did  not  merit  them*  Several 
of  this  will  be  given  in  his  private  life. 

(25)  The  king  diftributed  money  to  the  fbldiers  who 
prefcnt  at  this  action,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to  priatf 
J.eopold: 

*^  I  thank  you  a  thoufand  times  for  the  brilliant  enter>  ^ 
*<  prize  which  you  have  juft  executed,  and  which  will  in* 
*'  mortalize  your  name.     On  this  occafion,  my  gratitudewS 
«♦  prove  eternal,  redoubling  the  friendfhip  which  I  had  cot*  ^ 
««  ccived  for  you.     I  falute  prince  Charles,  and  all  our  bni  ^ 
*'  officers.     Tell  them  from  me,  that  I  never  will  forget 
«^  them,  and  that  on  every  occafion  I  fhall  take  care  to  at)* 
**  vance  them  in  preference  to  others. 

"  Frederick." 

(26)  Frederick  confidered  difcipline  and  fubordinadoo a 
cficntial  in  the  conduct  of  an  army.  With  a  fufceptible  heart, 
he  committed,  in  order  to  eftablifli  or  preferve  thefe  qualities, 
aftions  which  to  many  perfons  will  appear  cruel.  But,  when 
he  was  once  perfuadcd  of  the  neceffity  of  a  meafure,  and  hsl 

formed 
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ned  bis  plan,  he  fiifled  in  4118  bread:  efcety  feAtiment  wkidr 
|bt  oppofe  its  execution. 

the  firft  war  of  Silefia,  wiftiing  to  make  fome  altera- 
^s  in  his  camp,d(lring  the  nigbt,  he  forbade  every  perfon, 
pder  pain  of  death,  to  keep,  after  a  certain  hour,  a  fire  of 
^r  light  M  hi3  tent.  He^vent  himfelf  the  rounds.  Inpaffing 
Iblient  of  captain  Zietern,  he  perceived  a  light*  He  enters, 
b  'finds  the  captain  employed  in  fealing  a  letter  he  had  juft 
pen  Wiping  to  his  wife,  whom  be  loved  tervderty.  ^  tFbat 
tyeu  doing  ther^  ?''  fays  the  king  (  «*  /)•  not  you  know  ihe 
imuter?'*  Zietern  throws  himfelf  on  bis  knees,  and  bears 
don,  but  neither  could  nor  would  attempt  to  deny  hii^ 
lit.  <'  Sil  dozvn,"  fays  the  king,  ^<  and  add  to  yonr  letter 
r  fiw  words  I  am  going  to  dUlate  to  you**  The  officer  obeys, 
I  the  king  dilates,  **  To-morrow  I  Jhall  perifi  onafcaffold^ 
tern  wrote  them,  and,  the  next  day,  was  executed. 

\^i)  '^^^  l^'i"S>  ^^  thought  the  battle  loft,  had  fled  as 
■rias  Oppeln.  An  Auftrian  huflfar  purfued,  and  was  on  the 
IMnt  of  coming  up  with  him,  when  the  king  fuddenly  turns 
^ut  his  horfe,  lets  the  huflar  approach,  and  fays  to  htm, 
yjyinke  no  attempts  upon  my  perfon^  and  you  ^11  find  mo  gratis 
yful."  The  huilar,  knowing  the  king  again,  from  the  por- 
IjlitB  he  had  feen  of  him,  is  feized  with  fefped  and  aftonifh« 
If^t  ;  he  drops  his  fabre,  and  replies,  ^  A  bargain^  after 
*  ^e  war**  «*  jIt  our  next  mating^**  fay«  the'  king. 
ihls  huflar  was  afterwards  lieutenant-general  in  the  Pruffian 
Srvice,  commanded  a  regiment  of  huflars,  and  was  a  knight 
r  the  grand  order  of  Pruffia.    He  was  named  Paul  Werner. 

(28)  Marfhal  Scbwerin  entered  into  the  fervice  o£ Pruffia 
91  1720,  in  quality  of  major-general.  He  bad  been  in  the 
Drvicre  of  Holland  and  of  the  duke  of  Mecklenbourg,  and 
lornt  the  art  of  war  in  the  Low  Countries  and  Germany, 

under 
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under  Marlborough  and  Eugene.    He  was  wounded  at  iki  » 
battle.  r 

h 

(29)  After  the  battle,  an  Auftrian  general  wrote  a  lettc^ 
wherein  he  thus  expreiTes  himfeif  refpeding  the  Pruffiam: 

*^  I  never  in  my  life  faw  any  troops  fo  excellent  as  tk 
*^  Pruffian  army.    They  obferve  a  marvellous  order  in  battl 
^  Their  ranks  and  lines  were  fo  well  clofed,  and  their  dn  ^i 
*^  lutions  were  performed  with  fuch  equality  and  precifioi  ^ 
'*  that  you  would  have  faid  they  were  at  exercife  on  thcp 
*^  rade.    Their  fire  was  fo  prompt  and  fo  equal,  that  it  re' 
*^  fembled  claps  of  thuoderJ 

Frederick  was  concealed  in  a  mill  near  Ratibor,  on  thl 
confines  of  Poland.  He  was  in  defpair,  ftretchcd  on  a  truckl^ 
bed;  when  one  of  his  chaifeurs  arrived  from  the  camp 
Molwitz  and  announced  to  him  the  victory.    This  new 
was  confirmed  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  by  an  aide-de-campJ 
Wits  have  repeated  on  this  occafion  what  was  (aid  of  si 
French  general,  who  had  Mikewife  hid  himfeif  in  a  mittj 
during  a  battle  wherein  his  troops  were  victorious  :    H0  ba$ 
€&vered  himfeif  with  glory-^^and  with  flour. 

Maupertuis  had  followed  the  king  to  the  battle  of  Molwitz, 
not  upon  an  afs,  as  Voltaire  fays,  but  on  horfeback.  He 
afcended  a  tree  for  the  purpofe  of  viewing  the  battle.  Whilft 
he  was  occupied  in  obferving  the  two  armies,  a  party  of  Auf« 
trian  hulTars  advanced  full  fpeed  towards  the  fpot  where  he 
was  ftationed.  The  poor  academician,  fhivering  with  fear, 
defcenacd  from  the  tree,  and  mounted  his  horfe  to  make  his 
escape ;  but  the  animal,  which  had  belonged  to  an  huiiar,  no 
fooner  perceived  the  enemy's  troop  than  he  fet  off  in  agallop) 
in  fpite  of  the  prefulent*s  efforts,  to  rejoin  his  comrades. 
The  huflars,  feeing  the  poor  academician  trembling  with 
terror,  flripped  him  of  the  green  coat  he  bad  on,  took  bis 
viatch,  his  ring,  and  filver  fnufFbox,  and  covered  him  with 

one 
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one  of  their  ragged  cloaks.  Luckily  he  was  knoi^^n  by  the 
prince  de  Lichtenftein,  who  had  feen  him  at  Paris,  aad  re- 
leafed  him  from  the  huflars.     (See  the  following  note.) 

After  this  battle,  the  king  faid,  in  a  letter  to  the  prince  of 
Anhalt,   **  I  have  neither  eaten  nor  Jlept  thefe  two  days  J** 

(30.)  Maria-Thercfa  returned  the  king's  attention  to  the 
bifhop  of  Silefia,  by  fending  him  back  Maupertuis,  t|ie  pre- 
fident  of  his  academy, 

(31,)  Extradl  of  the  preliminaries. 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  an  inviolable  peace  between  the 
^king  and  the  emprefs. 

i  II.  The  two  contracting  parties  (hall  give  no  fuccour  to 
Mie  enemies  of  each  other,  nor  form  any  alliance  with  them 
|Contrary  to  thefe  preliminaries^  nor  comply  even  with  thofe 
pbrmerly  made  in  as  far  as  they  may  be  contrary  to  the  pre- 
t  jknt  engagements  y  and  they  (hall  endeavour  to  divert  as  much 
ras  poiTible,  except  by  way  of  arms,  the  damage  which  either 
kthe  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  parties  is,  or  may  be^ 
threatened  with  by  any  other  powtu^ 

III.  There  (hall  be  a  general  amfil%oti  both  fides. 
.    IV.  All  hoftilities  (hall  ceafe  on  one  iide  and  the  other, 
l^ckoning  from  the  day  of  the  figning  thefe  preliminaries; 
Rnd  in  fixteen  days  afterwards  the  king's  troops  (ball  retire 
into  the  countries  under  his  domination* 

V.  The  emprefs  cedes  to  the  king  Upper  and  Lower  Si- 
lefia,  excepting  the  principality  of  Tefchen,  the  town  of 
X^roppau  ,what  lies  beyond  the  river  of  Oppau,  and  the  high 
Hiountains  in  Upper  Silefia  -,  as  well  as  the  fcigniory  of  Hcn- 
Hcrfdorf,  and  other  diftrids  forming  a  part  of  Moravia^ 
Slough  lying  within  the  boundaries  of  Upper  Silefia. 

The  emprefs  cedes  alfo  to  the  king  the  county  of  GIatf,» 
l^ith  the  town  and  caftid,  ifi  entire  fovereignty  and  iodp- 
licndence. 

Vol.  I.  U  On 
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On  his  fide,  the  king  renounces  in  perpetuity  all  pretehricms- 
which  he  either  might  have  had,  or  may  have,  againft  the 
queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 

VI.  The  king  (hall  leave  the  catholic  religion  in  Silefia 
in  flatu  quo, 

VII.  The  king  takes  upon  himfelf  the  fole  payment  of 
the  fums  due  to  the  EngliHi  merchants  on  the  mortgage  of 
Silefia« 

VIII.  All  the  prifoners  on  both  fides  fhall  be  fet  free  witb^ 
out  ranfom,  and  all  contributions  (hall  ceafe  at  the  fame 
time, 

JX.  Every  point  refpe£ling  commerce  (hill  be  regulated  in 
the  future  treaty  of  peace. 

X.  The  forma]  treaty  (liall  be  (igned  in  four  weeks  at  the 
lateft. 

XI.  The  king  of  England,  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the  king 
of  Denmark,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  Low  Countries,  the  houfe  of  Wolfenbuttel,  the  eledor 
of  Saxony,  ihal!  be  comprehended  in  thefe  preliminaries,  on 
condition  that,  in  fixteen  days  after  the  fignature  of  the  pre- 
liminaries fliall  be  announced  to  the  king,  he  fhall  withdraw 
his  troops  from  the  French  army,  from  Bohemia,  and  the 
other  countries  belonging  to  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia. 

XII.  The  exchange  of  ratifications  (hall  be  made  at  BreC- 
]aw  in  eight  or  ten  days,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  fig-* 
nature. 

(32.)  In  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  articles  of  the  prelimi- 
nary  treaty  are  expreffed  in  greater  detail^  befides  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Art.  VIII.  Commiflioners  (hall  be  named  on  each  flde  to 
regulate  the  commerce  between  their  reciprocal  ftates  vdA 
fubjeds,  matters  remaining  on  the  fame  footing  as  before  the 
prefent  war,  until  it  be  otherwife  agreed  on< 

IX.  TAc 
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IX.  The  king  promife^  to  pay  the  futns  borrowed  on  Si* 
lefia  of  the  fubjects  of  England  and  Holland,  and  the  queen 
takes  upon  herfelf  the  fums  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brablirni 
on  Silefia. 

XL  The  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  fliall  make  tlie 
ftates  of  Bohemia  renounce  every  claim  oi  relief  on  the  ftateS| 
towns,  and  diftriSs  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 

XII.  The  queen  engages  to  oblige  the  dates  of  Bohemia 
to  renounce  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Bohemia^ 
ceded  to  the  king  by  this  treaty. 

Some  time  before  the  conclufion  of  this  peace^  it  is  pre« 
tended  that  the  king  was  informed  that  the  court  of  France 
had  made  private  proportions  of  peace  to  the  queen  of  Hun* 
gary,  and  that  the  generals  had  orders  to  rifle  nothing,  and  not 
to  join  the  Pruilians.  The  peace  concluded  by  the  kingf 
therefore,  was  confidered  as  one  ftroke  of  art  to  anticipate 
another.  It  is  imagined  that  the  king  made  this  difcovery 
through  Pallant,  an  Aufirian  general.  A  letter  from  Breflaw^- 
dated  the  8th  July,  1743,  fpeaks  of  it  thus  : 

**  The  king  of  Pruffia,  having  been  to  pay  a  vifit  to  ge* 
«*  neral  Pallant,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner  at  tho 
<'  battle  of  Chotufitz ;  this  general,  in  the  converfationa 
*<  he  had  with  his  majefty,  fufFered  it  to  efcape  him,  that  he 
•*  (hould  die  contented,  could  he  but  reconcile  his  majefty 
<<  with  the  queen  ;  affliring  the  king,  ^t  the  fame  time,  that 
<<  he  would  infallibly  be  the  dupe  of  France^  of  which  he 
/<  fpoke  with  the  mod  certain  conviction* 

(^  The  king  feigned  incredulity,  and  faid  he  had  proofs  to 
<'  the  contrary.  General  Pallant  inftantly  replied,  that  what; 
<<  he  advanced  was  fo  true,  that  he  only  demanded  fix  day9 
<*  to  convince  the  king  of  its  ^nd  that  her  majefty  ha^  aU. 
<<  ready  been  too  generous  to  accept  the  propofitions  uf  the 
<(  cardinal.     The  king  took  him  at  his  word,  and  retired.     > 

*'  The  Auftrian  general  immediately  difpatched  a  courier 
'^  exprefs  to  Vienna,  who  returned  in  a  few  days.    Mr* 

U  a  ••  Pallant 
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«*  Pallant  acquainted  the  king  with  It,  who  csltn*  to  (ce  hnilt 
"  At  this  vifit,  after  a  few  compliments,  the  baron  de  Pal-" 
«  lant  gave  him  a  letter,  defiring  him  to  r^ad  It  with  iU 
•*  tention.  The  monarch  turned  pale  in  reading  if.  Itwj» 
*«  a  letter  from  cardinal  de  Fleury  >o  the  queen  of  Hungary^ 
••  in  which  his  eminence  offered  to  this  princefs,  that  the 
••  king  of  France  (hould  guaranty  Silefiaaiid  Moravia  toher, 
^*  if  (he  would  cede  Bohemia  to  the  emperor  with  a  pare  of 
«  Upper  Auftria." 

The  king  of  PrufEa,  after  reading  this  letter,  afked  the  ge- 
neral if  he  might  keep  it  a  few  diays,  Pallant  €X>nfented. 
The  kingj,  on  his  return  home,  faid,  in  prcfence  of  fome  of 
his  generals,  **  77je  cardifial  takes  me  for  a  fool^  he  wants  /# 
•'  cheat  mey  hut  Vll  fettle  that  matter  J*  His  majefty  gave  im- 
mediate orders  to  count  Podewils,  his  firft  minifter,  to 
treat  of  peace  with  lord  Hyndford. 

As  foon  as  the  king  had  received  the  general's  promife  of 
the  letter,  he  announced  his  vidory  to  the  marfhal  de  Broglio 
in  the  following  terms  : 

**  At  length,  Monfieur  le  Marechal,  I  am  upon  a  par  with 
•<  my  allies.  My  troops  have  juft  gained  a  complete  viftory. 
**  It  is  tor  you  now  to  profit  by  it,  without  which  you  may 
•<  have  to  anfwer  for  it  to  your  allies.  I  pray  Godj  M,  le 
**  Marechal,  to  preferve  you.  Fediric  ♦."  The  ftyle  of  this 
letter  greatly  furprifed  M.  de  Broglio,  and  gave  great  unca- 
finefs  to  marflial  Belleifle.  But  this  was  doubled  on  feeing 
an  Englifh  courier  arrive,  whom  Mr.  de  Chevert,  com- 
mandant at  Prague,  had  apprehended  in  paffing  through  that 
tovvn,  and  fent  to  the  head  quarters.  This  courier,  being  in- 
terrogated, anfwered  that  he  came  from  Vienna,  and  that 
there,  as  well  as  in  the  king  of  PruiEa's  camp,  through  which 
he  had  pafled,  peace  was  looked  upon  as  certain  between  the 
queen  of  Hungary  and  his  Pruffian  majefty.      This  cir- 

.      .  *  His  manner  of  figning  frequently,  inftead  of  Fndirick. 
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curaftance  determined  marfh'M  Brlleiflc  to  go  to  the  king*s 
camp,  to  learn  from  the  monarch  htmfelf  if  rhefc  reports 
were  well  founded.  He  arrived  there  the  2d  of  June.  The 
king  fpoke  to  him  without  evafion,  and  faid,  **  I  believe, 
««  marftial,  that  the  trcat^  which  ybu  mention  is  at  the  eve 
•*  of  a  conclufion.  1  have  prefcribed  terms  of  peace  to  the 
**  queen  of  Hungary,  and  (he  has  accepted  them'.  Having 
*•  obtained  all  I  want,  I  make  peace,  and  all  perfons  would^ 
•*  do  the  fame  were  they  in  my  fituation.  But  if  I  abaQdoiJ 
•*  the  alliance  of  the  emperor,  I  do  not,  upon  this  account, 
•*  forfake  the  interefts  of  that  prince  ;  but  the  queen  of  Hun- 
**  g^ry,  by  granting  me  all  I  demand,  no  longer  leaves  me  a 
«'  reafon  for  making  war.*'  **  How**  fays  the  marlhal, 
*'  did  you  dare  to  abandon  the  hejl  of  your  allies^  and  deceive  d 
**  monarch  fo  refpeifable  as  the  king  of  France?**  The  kihg  at 
firft  replied  to  this  infolent  tiifcouffe  only  by  a  look  full  of 
majefty  and  indignation.  He  then  faid,  *'  And  how  do  you 
*<  dare  thus  to  talk  to  me?**  At  thefe  words,  Frederick  drew 
from  his  pocket  the  cardinal's  letter,  holding  it  under  the 
eyes  of  Belleifle,"  faying  to  hitn,  •*  Read  f**  After  reading  it, 
Bejleifle,  confufcd,  withdrew,  yet  not  without  venting  exe- 
crations on  the  cardinal.      (  See  note  (46).  ) 

(33)  Extract  of  the  convention  of  Klein- Schncllendorf, 
figned  the  9th  of  Oftober,  1 741 . 

1.  The  king  of  Pruffia  has  it  in  his  option  whether  he 
will  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  town  of  Neiffe  by  fiegc. 

2.  The  commandant  (hall  have  orders  to  furrcnder  the  place 
;ifter  a  fiege  of  fifteen  days. 

5.  After  this  capture,  his  majefty,  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
fliall  3(51  no  more  ofFenfively  either  againft  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, or  the  king  of  England,  or  any  of  the  queen's  prefent 
allies,  before  a  general  peace. 

6.  The  king  of  Pruffia  (hall  never  demand  more  of  the 
queen  of  Hungary  than  Upper  Silcria,with  the  town  of  Nciflc. 

U  3  7.  The 


tgi.  LIPS      o    p  ' 

7.  The  parties  (hall  endeavour  to  conclude  a  definitiri 
treaty  towards  the  month  of  December  next. 

8.  Xhe  count  de  Neuperg  declares,  in  the  name  of  th 
<}iieen  of  Hungary,  that  (he  will  cede  without  difficulty  to 
the  king  of  PrufHa,  by  the  treaty  U  be  cmcludid  towards  tbe 
month  of  December  next,  all  Lower  Silefia  as  far  as  tbe 
river  Neifs,  the  town  of  Neifle  in^lufively,  and  froai  tbe 
other  fide  of  the  Oder  to  the  ordinary  limits  of  the  duchy  tf 
OpDeln,  with  perfed  fovereignty  and  independence. 

9.  The  ;6th  of  this  month,  mar(hal  de  Neuperg  (hall  Rtiie 
with  his  whole  army  towards  Moravia,  and  from  thence 
lYherefoever  he  thinks  proper. 

10.  ThecaftJeof  Ottmachau  (hall  be  evacuated  at  the  fane 
time  that  the  queen's  army  (hall  retire. 

12.  A  part  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  army  fhall  rake  up  win- 
ter quarters  in  Upper  Sile(ia  till  the  month  of  April,  1 742. 

17.  On  one  fide  and  the  other  fmall  parties  (hall  be  fentout 
to  continue  hoftilities  pro  far ma^  and  it  (hall  be  agreed  upoi 
in  what  manner  to  aft  during  the  courfe  of  the  cnfulng 
fpring,  in  cafe  a  treaty  or  general  peace  does  not  take  place 
before  that  time. 

18.  Thefe  prefent  articles  are  to  be  kept  as  an  inviolafe 
fecret. 

(34)  This  work  is  by  John  Peter,  of  Ludewig,  a  prirj 
counfellor,  and  chancellor  of  the  regency  of  Magdcbourgi 
and  it  is  entitled, 

Catholica  rdigio  in  tuto :  vldnia  regnt  P&loni^  in  tuto^  visi" 
(Otis  Silefec?  ducatibus  adverjus  Aujlriacam  vim. 

(35)  The  title  of  this  work  is,  Sumrnaria  recenjio  pretry^ 
Kumfacra  regia  majejiatis  Prujjia^  jacri  Romani  Impirii  eUR^^'^ 
Isf  marchionis  Brandenburgenfis^  in  quibujdam  SiUJice  i^  LuJetJ 
iraSfihuiy  file   bi/iori(q  didu^a^    intcrprete    Rudolph.   Av^^}* 

(36)Tbi 
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(36)  The  king,  being  at  Pyrmont,  fent  general  count 
Schmettau  to  CafTel  to  demand  in  marriage  Maria- Amelia, 
only  daughter  of  the  landgrave,  for  the  margrave  Charles  of 
Brandenbourg.  It  was  granted  ;  but  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened the  19th  November,  1744,  prevented  its  celebration, 

(37)  The  exceffive  price  of  every  article  of  confumption 
may  give  an  idea  of  the  fituatfon  of  the  befieged.  Twenty- 
two  fols  (or  eleven  pence)  a  pound  were  paid  for  horfe-flefli ; 
and  there  were  8000  horfes  eaten.  A  hare  coft  45  livres,  a 
goofe  24  livres,  15  livres  for  fixty  eggs,  a  cow  %o  louIs*d'or, 
an  ox  50  louis,  &c, 

(38)  This  treaty  of  perpetual  union  contains  five  articles. 
By  the  ift  the  objedl  of  the  treaty  is  fixed,  which  is  the  prc- 
fervation  and  maintenance  of  peace  in  Germany. 

.  The  2d  ftates  that  the  allies  fhall  unite  in  endeavouring  to 
engage  the  court  of  Vienna  to  acknowledge  the  emperor. 

The  3d  mentions  the  differences  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
Auflrian  fucceffion,  and  the  introdudion  of  ^  truce  in 
Germany. 

The  4th  conveys  a  reciprocal  guaranty  of  all  the  ftates  pof- 
fefTed  by  the  contrafling  parties. 

The  5th  promifes  mutual  fuccour  and  afliflance  to  fuch  of 
the  contrading  parties  as  (hall  be  attacked  in  its  ftates  on  ac- 
count of  this  union. 

(39)  In  this  publication  the  king  gives  as  a  reafon  for  his 
conduct  the  neceftity  of  appealing  the  troubles  of  the  empire, 
of  re-eftablifhing  peace  and  order,  and  of  reftoring  vigour  to 
the  laws.  In  il,  he  reproaches  the  queen  of  Hungary  with 
the  cruelties  exercifed  by  her  troops  in  the  hereditary  pro- 
vinces of  the  emperor,  thedefign  of^deftroying  the  Germanic 
liberty,  and  of  forging  chains  againft  Germany.  He  declares 
that  for  an  age  paft  the  houfe  of  Auftria  has  adopted,  as  the 
fiindamental  principle  of  its. policy,  the  endeavout  10  i^&xxc^ 

U  4  ^\v 
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til  the  princes  of  the  empire  under  the  yoke  of  defpotifm; 
end  be  produces^  as  an  example  of  this ^  the  eondti^  eftht  court 
of  Vienna  during  the  two  lajl years. 

Germany,  he  remarks,  is  overrun  with  foreign  troops, 
which  coft  great  fums,  and  are  maintained  at  the  expenee  of 
many  princes  of  the  empire  who  take  no  part  in  thefe  dif- 
ferences. Numerous  armies  have  marched  through'  the 
neutral  provinces  of  the  empire,  without  any  previous  letters 
of  requifition,  agreeable  to  ufage.  The  queen  has  concluded 
alliances  to  indemnify  certain  powers  for  the  large  extraor- 
dinary fuccours  with  which  they  furnifli  her.  Her  generals 
have  attempted  to  take  by  force  Imperial  cities ;  her  minifters 
have  laboured  to  detach  from  the  chief  of  the  empire  the 
electors,  and  other  princes,  by  promifes,  menaces,  and  other 
illicit  means.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  throw  ridicule 
and  contempt  on  the  facred  perfon  of  the  emperor.  The 
objedl  of  the  court  of  Vienna  is  violently  to  feize  the  Im* 
perial  crown,  and  place  it  on  the  head  of  a  prince  who  does 
not  even  refide  in  the  empire.  It  would  prove  a  fcandal  for 
the  cledors  to  fufFer  the  queen  of  Hungary  to  deprive  them 
of  the  freedom  of  eleflion,  and  the  rights  which  they  have 
invariably  enjoyed  according  to  the  conflitution  of  the  em» 
pire,  &c. 

(40)  Secret  article  of  the  union  of  Frankfort,  publiflied  by 
the  court  of  Vienna,  and  denied  by  that  of  Pruffia. 

"  In  as  much  as  the  difinclination  hitherto  teftified  by  the 
<«  court  of  Vienna,  and  her  allies,  for  the  rc-eftablifhment 
**  of  the  repofe  and  tranquillity  of  the  empire,  affords  but  too 
"  great  rcafon  to  apprehend,  that,  far  from  adopting  arai- 
•'  cable  meafures,  conformably  to  the  treaty  between  -  -  -  - 
<*  the  faid  court  will  cither  rejefl,  or  elude  at  leaft,  the  effJefl 
*♦  for  which  it  was  reafonablc  to  hope,  it  will  become  indif- 
'«  penfable  to  recur'to  ftronger  and  more  efficacious  methods, 
*•  His  majefty,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  always  animated  with  the 
**  defue  of  co-operating  in  the  pacification  of  Germany, 

**  after 
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•*  after  mature  deliberation,  has  confidered  that  there  can  be 
'<  no  expedients  more  fummary  and  more  decisive  than  to 
**  promife  and  engage,  as  he  does  promife  and  engage,  by 
»*  the  prefent  feparate  article,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  ex- 
**  pedition  for  theconqueft  of  all  Bohemia,  and  to  put  his 
*^  Imperial  majefty  in  pofTeffion  of  that  crown,  and  guaranty 
••  it,  for  ever,  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs.  His  Imperial 
•*  majcfty,  penetrated  with  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  on  this 
**  condition,  cedes  from  the  prefent  moment  to  his  Pruffian 
•*  majefty,  irrevocably,  and  in  perpetuity,  to  him,  his  heirs, 
*<  and  lateft  defcendants,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  authentic 
<^  manner,  the  claims  he  has  on  the  circles,  feigniories,  and 
*•  towns  hereafter  mentioned,  to  wit,  the  town  and  all  the 
"  circle  of  Koenigfgraetz.  His  Imperial  maj^y  cedes,  like- 
•^  wife,  to  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  circles  of 
**  Bunzlaw  and  Leutmeritz,  fo  as  that  all  the  countries  iitu- 
**  ated  between  the  frontiers  of  Silefia  and  tlve  river  Elbe,  as 
*•  well  as  from  the  town  and  circle  of  Koenigfgraetz,  to  the 
•*  confines  of  Saxony,  (hall  belong  to  the  king  of  PrulEa ; 
•*  and  the  courfe  of  the  Elbe  (hall  form  the  barrier  of  the  two 
*<  ftates  ;  and  the  country  fituated  on  the  other  (ide  of  that 
*•  river,  and  within  the  limits  of  Bohemia,  (hall  remain  to  hi$ 
*«  Imperial  majefty,  ihould  even  any  parts  of  it  be  depen- 
««  dencies  of  the  circles  ceded  to  his  Prufflan  majefty,  ex- 
*•  cepting  the  feigniory  and  town  of  Parduwitz,  and  the  towa 
•*  of  Colin,  which  his  Imperial  majefty  now  cedes  to  his 
*«  Pruffian  majefty,  for  himfelf,  his  fuccefTors,  &c.  His  Im- 
•*  perial  majefty  engages,  on  the  aforefaid  condition,  from 
**  the  piefent  moment,  to  guaranty  to  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
*'  &Ci  &c.  the  countries  he  has  ceded  to  him,  or  does  now 
*'  cede  to  him,  by  virtue  of  the  prefent  article  ;  provided,  ne- 
"  vjrihelefs,  that  Bohemia,  on  the  footing  on  which  it  ftall 
•••.4main  with  his  Imperial  majefty,  (hall  be  fufccptible of  no 
<•  further  difmembermentt    His  Imperial  majefty,  likewife, 

**  cedes, 
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*^  cedes*  on  the  aforefaid  condition,  to  his  Pruffian  majeftfi 
^*  irrevocably,  and  in  perpetuity,  for  him,  his  heirs,  &c.  his 
^^  claims  on  Upper  Silefia.  He  alfo  engages  to  guaranty  it  to 
<'  him,  as  foon  as  his  Pruffian  majefty  fhall  have  conquered 
«  and  acquired  pofleffion  of  it,  in  like  manner  as  his  Pruffiaa 
<«  majefty  promifes  to  guaranty  to  his  Imperial  majefty  Uppa 
<'  Auftria  to  him,  his  fucceiTors,  &c.  as  foon  as  his  Imperial 
*^  majefty  fliall  have  conquered  and  taken  pofleffion  of  the 
««  fame/'  &c.  &c. 

This  is  not  the  only  inftance  in  this  war,  wherein  the 
belligerent  powers  denied  the  meafures  imputti  to  each  other. 
Charles  VII.  finding  himfelf  in  urgent  want,  had  propofedta 
fecularize  fome  biflioprics  and  chapters,  fuch  as  Saltzbourg 
PaiTau,  &c.  and  to  take  pofleffion  of  their  wf^altb.  71)is 
projed  rendered  him  an  obje£):  of  vengeance  with  the  pope 
|uid  clergy,  and  he  had  no  other  method  to  appeafe  them,  but 
by  declaring  that  he  had  never  entertained  any  fuch  idea. 
Louis  XV.  whom  the  war  obliged  to  impofefreih  taxes,  was 
defirous  of  peace ;  cardinal  Fleury  wrote  (as  it  is  reported) 
the  letter  which  we  have  mentioned  to  general  Kcenigfek, 
in  which  he  excufcd  himfelf,  and  threw  the  condu<S  of  the 
court  of  France  on  marihal  Belleifle.  A  letter  of  this  nature^ 
in  fad,  was  (hewn  ;  but  the  cardinal  publicly  denied  that  be 
had  ever  written  any  like  it.  Voltaire  remarks,  in  his  Agi  %f 
Louis  XV.  that  no  perfon  was  impofed  upon  by  this  dif* 
avowal. 

(41)  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  a  body  of  troops  puffued  by 
a  confiderable  army,  and  by  fwarms  of  light  cavalry^  obliged 
to  traverfe  a  mountainous  country,  through  incoovenieot 
roads,  and  in  a  rainy  feafon,  could  not  make  fuch  a  retreat 
without  great  lofs  and  difficulty.  It  feems,  however,.^  if 
the  king  did  not  think  the  evil  fo  great  as  it  was  genec^f 
imagined  3  for  he  appeared  fo  fatisfied  with  tb^  condu<S  of 

gencrsil 
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general  Naflau,  who  had  covered  the  marcb^  that,  on  his  ar<* 
rival  at  the  camp,  he  took  ofF  his  own  ribband  of  the  order 
of  the  Black  Eagle,  and  put  it  round  his  neck. 

(42)  In  this  publication  heaflures  the  Hungarians  that  he 
has  no  other  obje£t  in  view  by  the  war,  but  to  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  empire,  and  to  fupport  the  Imperial  dignity. 
Th^t  the  king  does  not  think  of  making  frefli  conquefts,  nor 
has  any  intention  of  enriching  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  the 
emprefs  queen.  That  this  whole  war  regards  only  the  wel- 
fare of  the  empire,  and  by  no  means  the  kingdom  of  Hun- 
gary, In  confequence,  he  hopes  that  the  noble  Hungarian 
nation  will  not  comqiit  hofiilities  and  ravages  contrary  to  the 
friendfhip  and  good  underilanding  which  fhould  prevail  be- 
tween neighbours.  The  nation  is  next  entreated  not  to  make 
incurfions,  or  ravages,  in  the  ftates  of  his  majefty,  on  which 
condition  they  are  aflured  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
thePruffian  troops  5  but  that,  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  com- 
mit any  hoftilities,  every  thing  that  juft  reprifals  can  admit 
will  be  exercifed  againft  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  and  its  ia«  - 
|i^bitants,  &c, 

(43)  The  queen,  in  this  piece,  reminds  the  inhabitants  of 
Silefia  of  the  mildnefs  and  goodnefs  with  which  they  have 
been  governed  by  her  predeceflbrs ;  fhe  promifes  them  the 
fame  care,  the  fame  attention,  the  fame  indulgence.  She  co- 
venants to  maintain  them  in  all  their  rights  and  privileges; 
oiFers  to  liflen  to  their  complaints,  and  redrefs  all  the 
grievances  they  may  prefent  to  her  i  and  promifes  her  pro* 
te<3ion  and  fpecial  favour  to  fuch  as  {hall  diftinguifh  them* 
felves  by  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  her  fervice.  She  for- 
bids them,  likewife,  to  obey  the  avocatory  letters  iffued  at 
this  time  by  the  king. 

(44)  The  king's  anfwer  is  nearly  of  the  fame  nature  as  that 
4>f  the  court  of  Vienna.    Careifes  and  menaces  are  there 

lavifhed 
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lavifhcd  on  the  Silcfians  ;  and  it  is  declared  that  every  perfoa 
fhall  be  confidered  as  a  traitor  who  holds  any  correfpondence, 
or  intelligence,  with  the  enemies  of  the  king. 

(45)  Letter  ef  a  Prufflan  officer  on  the  hattk  of  Landjhwt. 

*'^  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  liule  action  at  Landlhout,  of 
*'  which  youdefire  the  particulars,  I  muft  go  back  and  bring 
«*  to  your  recoiled  ion,  that  colonel  Winterfeldt, being  recalled 
«*  from  Upper  Silefia,  was  detached  from  the  king's  army 
<<  with  1500  huflars,  and  four  battalions  of  grenadiers',  to- 
^^  wards  the  mountains  of  Schmiedeberg  and  Hirfchberg, 
<^  to  make  head  againft  a  troop  of  Bofniacs  and  Lycanians, 
**  who  were  ravaging  the  country.  They  foon  fell  in  with, 
*•  defeated,  and  totally  difperfed  them  ;  but  the  enemy  were 
•'  fo  exafperated,  that  they  determined  to  take  their  revenge 
«•  as  foon  as  poflible,  more  efpecially  as  their  main  objed  was 
**  to  penetrate  with  their  whole  army  by  LandQiout  and  the 
^<  mountainous  country  bordering  on  Bohemia.  Lieutenant- 
•*  general  count  Nadafti  was  entrufted  with  this  expeditioiii 
•«  and  had  under  him  prince  Eftherhazi,  and  colonel  Pataf- 
•'  chutz,  commandant  of  the  Bofniac  troops,  fo  roughly 
*'  handled  by  Winterfeldt.  The  latter  breathed  nothing  but 
**  fanguinary  vengeance,  and  had  fworn,  by  all  the  faints,  that 
**  he  would  either  take,  or  be  taken  by,  the  PrufGans  ;  an  en- 
•'  gagement  which  (as  you  (hall  perceive)  he  has  fince  partly 
«  fulfilled. 

*'  Whilft  the  enemy  were  making  thefe  difpofitions,  and 
♦<  had  taken  poft  at  Friedland  and  Schoemberg,  Winterfeldt 
•*  advanced  from  Hirfchberg  towards  Landftiout,  at  a  time 
*'  when  lieutenant-general  Du  Moulin  was  marching  towards 
*'  the'Tame  place  with  two  battalions  of  grenadiers^  ten  fqua- 
**  drons  of  Mosllendorf  dragoons,  and  300  huflars  from 
*'  Schweidnitz.  The  20th  of  May,  Winterfeldt  took  poft 
*"  at  Landfliout.  The  ten  fquadrons,  commanded  by  major- 
*'  general  de  Stille,    were  cantoned  at  Giefmandorf,  and 

•'  Du  Moulin, 
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*<  DuMouIin,With  the  grenadiers  and  huflars,  at  Reichenau  ; 
•«  the  former  at  a  mile*,  the  latter  at  two  miles,  from 
•«  Landfhout. 

•'  They  remained  thus  ftationed  the  aift,  as  the  enemy  did 
**  not  ftir,  and  information  had  been  communicated  of  their 
'*  intention  to  deceive  us,  and  fall  upon  the  magazine  at 
*•  Scbweidnitz,  where  there  were  only  two  battalions.  The 
**  lieutenant-general  had  an  interview  the  22d  with  Stille  and 
^^  Winterfeldt,  refpefting  the  mcafures  to  be  taken ;  in  which 
^  it  was  agreed,  that  the  lieutenant-general,  with  the  dra* 
**  goons,  grenadiers,  and  huflars  he  had  brought  with  him, 
^ihould  approach,  the  next  day,  to  Schweidnitz,  whilft 
^  Winterfeldt,  with  four  battalioos,  and  1400  huflars,  fliould 
**  continue  to  obicrve  what  enemies  there  were  at  Schcem- 
•«  berg  and  Friedland. 

«*  The  23d,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  WinterfcUt  fent 
**  a  chafleur  to  general  Stille,  defiring  him  to  fufpend  his 
*^  march,  as  he  had  reafon  to  think  the  enemy  were  coming 
**  Co  attack  him  j  but  told  him,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  quit 
^  his  quarters  until  the  matter  was  more  certain,  of  which 
'*  he  would  not  fail  to  inform  him,  ihould  his  prefence  be>« 
**  come  neceflary.  Stille  forwarded  the  fame  meflfenger  to  Dtr 
*■  Moulin.  The  Crumpets  were  then  founded  for  faddling, 
**  and  he  quitted  his  cantonments,  formed  his  fquadrona  on 
«*  the  high  road  to  Landfliout,  and  waited  for  more  particular 
*<  advices.  Between  5  and  6  o'clock,  we  thought  that  we 
<*  heard  the  firing  of  cannon,  but  feebly,  and  at  great  inter- 
«•  vals  ;  the  wind,  which  was  contrary,  preventing  us  from 
**  difUnguifhing  the  noife  of  the  difcharges.  Winterfeldt, 
*^  however,  was  then  attacked  in  regular  form.  He  had 
**  marched  from  Landfhout  ^t  break  of  day,  with  three  bat- 
<^  talions,  to  pofl  himfelf  on  the  heights  immediately  in  front 
^*  of  the  town  on  the  fide  of  Liebau  and  GrifFau,  by  which 

*  A  German  mile  is  fix  Englifh  miles ;  and  the  trandator  pre- 

fumes  that  this  diftance  rouft  be  meant. 

<«  the 
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«<  the  enemy  necc{{arily  muft  pafs}  hit  huilars,  wbd  were 
**  encamped  before  him,  near  to  Reichen-HenDcifdorf,  were 
•*  already  on  horfeback  in  front  of  their  camp,  when  thef 
**  faw  a  large  body  of  huiTars  filirig  oppbfite  to  them,  with 
**  fome  infantry,  and  a  great  number  of  Pandoure.    The 
*'  party  being  unequal  for  our  huflars,  they  were  obliged  to 
«^  fall  back  on  our  grenadiers,  on  which  the  Pandours,  flip- 
<^  ping  by  the  village,  entered  the  abandoned  camp^  and  fet 
**  fire  to  the  ftraw  huts^  whilft  other  troops  of  buflstrs  and  in- 
^*  fantry  continued  to  ileal  along  the  mountain^  behind  the 
*'  grenadiers,  as  thofe  of  the  enemy  were  three  times  firoogcr^ 
**  and  fupported  by  the  Hungarian  infantry }   and,  accord- 
^'  ingly,  the  latter,  under  a  perfuafion  that  Winterfeldt  would 
*^  ftill  give  way,  thought  proper  to  defcend  into  the  valley^ 
*<  and  made  a  /hew  of  attacking  him  on  the  heights.     Tbcf 
*'  had  cannon  with  them,  and  were  advancing  in  tolerablf 
<<  good  order^  when  Winterfeldt,  in  his  turn^  ordered  hif 
*^  huflars,  with  fome  cannon,  and  a  few  companies  of  gre- 
*^  nadiers,  to  defcend  to  meet  them,  and  make  a  regular  fire 
••  by  platoons,  in  which  they  fuccccdcd  fo  well,  as  to  oblige 
*^  one  Hungarian  battalion  of  Haller  to  retreat,  and  the  other 
**  to  throw  themfelves  behind  a  fcreen  for  flielter.     Thcf 
*'  did  not,  however,  entirely  give  up  the  matter^  but  collefted 
^*  in  order  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  by  which 
**  they  came.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Pandours  gained  a 
**  fmall  wood,  oppofite  the  heights  on  the  flank  of  ourbat- 
««  talions,  and  killed  and  wounded  fome  men.  They  had  even 
**  the  intrepidity  to  climb  up  thefe  heights  on  their  hands  and 
^*  feet,  to  fire  their  pieces  into  the  breafts  of  our  men,  and 
•«  then  leap  down  again,  where  they  had  no  danger  to  appre- 
**  hend.     A  party  of  Tolpatfches  and  hufTars  paiTed  at  the 
*'  fame  time  the  fuburbs  of  Landfhout,  and  fpread  themfdves 
«*  over  the  hills  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town  ;   fo  that  our 
**  fituation  did  not  carry  too  favourable  an  appearance,  our 
**  grenadiers  not  daring  to  quit  their  pofl,  nor  the  huflars  to 
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I    ^<  get  iato  motion.     At  this  moment  major-general  Stille 

I    «*  moft  opportunely  arrived.    The  firft  effeft  produced  by  the' 

I    ^*  appearance  of  his  corps  •vtras,  that  all  the  enemy's  troops 

1    **  which  had  paffed  the  town  fell  back  on  their  main  body, 

I    **  and  their. infantry  wholly  abandoned  the  villey  to  regaia 

K    *^  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  under  the  cover  of  three  lines  of 

s    *^  huflars,  compofed  of  above  3000  horfe.     As  foon  as  the 

i   *«  Pruffian  dragoons  had  pafled  the  fuburb  and  joined  Win- 

;i   *'  terfeldt's  battalion,  they  ranged  themfelves  in  line 'of  bat- 

a   **  tie  on  the  right  wing  over  againft  the  eneftiy.     Our  haf-- 

z   **  fars  were  plauced  in  a  line  before  the  dragoons,  and  the  (ig- 

e    *<  nal  being  given,  they  marched^  then  defcended  full  fpeed 

'    **  from  the  heights  on  which  we  were,  and  remounted  with 

.    ««  the  fame  velocity  thofe  on  which  the  ene.my  was  pofted« 

<*  The  Auftrian  huflars  did  not  chufe  to  fuftain  the  impetuo- 

•'  fity  of  this  (hock,  and  regained  the  fummit  of  the  moun* 

<*  tain,   in  hopes  that  their  infantry  and  Pandours  polled  in 

*«  the  wood  would  check  us  by  their  fire.     But,  though  thejr 

<<  made  at  general  difcharge  on   us,  and  the  hill  we  had  to 

«  afcend  was  very  fteep,  we  never  flopped,  but  reached  the 

«*  top  of  it  as  foon  as  the  fugitives,  and  fo  as  to  bear  down" 

<<  and  Overturn  all  before  us.     Five  hundred  were  cut  to 

*♦  pieces  5  feventy-two,  among  whom  was  colonel  Patafchutz, 

*'  were  made  prifoners  ;  and  the  reft  totally  difperfed.     We 

<*  purfued  them  as  far  as  the  plain  of  Grifiau,  and  fliould 

<<  have  taken  the  whole  detachment,  had  not  the  ponds^dikes, 

««  and  other  defiles  near  the  abbey,  prevented  us  from  pufhing 

«*  our  point.     Upwards  of  one  thoufand  mufquets,  fabres, 

«<  &c.  were  picked  up  along  the  road  by  which  they  fled,  and 

<^  the  peafants  have  fince  informed  us,   that  Nadafti  fent 

•^  twenty-three  waggons  laden  with  the  wounded  into  Bo- 

<«  hemia. 

*'  After  this  firoke,  we  remained  quietly  at  Landfhout  till 

<*  the  26th ;   when,  learning  that  the  van  of  the  enemy's 

<*  main  army,  as  well  Auftrian  as  Saxon,  was  little  more 

i^\  «*  ihan 
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<*  than  a  league  from  us,  we  retreated  on  the  night  of  the 
*^  27tb  to  Schweidnitz,  without  any  moleflation^  &c. 

**  Camp  before  ScfaweidnitXy  29  May»  I745*'' 

(46)  At  this  battle  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  the  king's  brotber^ 
father  of  the  prefent  king,  marched  at  the  head  of  bis  brigade 
amidft  the  fire;  the  marquis  de  Valori,  the  Fjrcnch  envoy, 
who  was  near  the  king,  appearing  aftoniihed  at  it»  the  prince 
replied,  **  One  cannot  be  hitiir  iban  with  fiub  comrades^  htft 
»<  is  necejfary  tofiruf  tbem  that  you  en  worthy  oftbtm.' 

Louis  XV.  had  Tent  to  the  king  an  officer,  dM|ned  La  Toofi 
to  announce  to  him  the  vi£lory  of  Fontenoy.  This  oflicer 
was  witnefs  to  the  battle  of  Strigau,  or  Hoben^Friedberg^  and 
Frederick  wrote  to  the  king  of  France,  *«  I  have  pmd  at 
•*  Friedberg  the  bill  of  exchange  you  drew  on  me  from  Fontenoy!^ 

We  read  in  Voltaire," This  officer  found  the  king  of  Proffia 
<*  at  the  extremity  of  Lower  Silejia  towards  Ratibor^  on  the 
•*  brow  of  a  mountain  near  a  village  called  Frideberg.  It  wai 
«<  there  he  faw  this  monarch  gain  a  fignal  victory  over  the 
•'  Auftrians.'* 

A  German  writer  remarks,  in  fpeaking  of  this  pafiage, 
**  That  Frideberg  is  at  the  foot  of  the  Bohemian  mountains, 
^^  in  Lower  Silefia ;  and  Ratibor  in  Upper  Silefia,  on  the 
**  Oder,  upwards  of  40  leagues  from  Frideberg." 

The  king  faid  to  La  Tour  before  the  battle,  *«  You  want 
"  to  know,  then,  to  whom  Silefia  will  belong  ?"  **  No,'*  re- 
plied La  Tour,  **  I  wiih  only  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  manner 
^<  in  which  your  majefly  punifhes  your  enemies  and  defends 
•*  your  dominions." 

At  the  clofe  of  this  battle,  general  Gofler,  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  of  Bareith  dragoons,  made  an  attack  truly  he- 
roic. The  king,  to  recompenfe  this  regiment,  gave  them  a 
diploma,  in  which  all  the  circumftances  of  this  attack  arc 
detailed,  and  all  the  officers  who  contributed  to  it  are  named 

with 
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with  commendations  worthy  of  their  valour.     This  diploma 
is  always  kept  by  the  commandant  of  the  regiment. 

Major  Chafot,  who  was  then  in  this  regiment,  particularly 
diftipguiflied  himfelf.  To  reward  him,  the  king  added  to  his 
arms  the  Pruflian  eagle,  with  the  words  Friedberg^  76,  al- 
luding to  the  number  of  colours  taken  from  the  enemy  at  this 
battle. 

At  the  fame  battle,  fome  generals  were  taken,  amongft 
whom  was  one  of  the  name  of  Rotmer  (the  German  word  for 
Roman).  The  day  after  the  engagement,  they  were  all  in- 
vited to  dine  with  the  king.  **  Nowy*  obferved  the  king, 
**  that  I  have  once  beaten  your  army^  I  willvanquljh  you  where'- 
*^  ever  I  find  you.**  General  Rcemer  replied,  *<  Sire^  Han^ 
**  nibal  beat  the  Romans  four  times^  but  the  fifth  he  ivas  beaten^ 
^^  and  the  war  terminated.''*  ^^  Irue^*  fays  Frederick,  ^^  but 
•<  Hannibal  did  not  command  PruffianSy  and  his  oppoferswere  only 
«*  Romans*, 

RefleSilons  of  a  Prujfian  officer  on  the  battle  of  Hoben^Friedberg. 

*'  It  is  impoffible  not  to  beftow  infinite  praife  on  the  king 
♦'  of  Pruffia's  conduft  both  before  and  on  the  day  of  this  me-' 
**  morable  engagement.  The  fituation  of  affairs  called  for 
**  fomedecifive  adion.  In  keeping  on  thedefenfive,  andcon- 
**  fining  himfelf  to  hinder  the  enemy  from  penetrating  into 
<<  Silefia  through  the  mountains,  he  would  have  beeij^bliged 
<<  to  facrifice  many  men,  and  enervate  his  provinRs  and 
««  finances,  as  bis  army  would  have  been  under  the  neceffity 
<<  of  fubfifting  at  its  own  expence,  and,  after  all,  at  the  ri(k 
««  of  not  fucceeding ;  for  the  enemy  was  either  a£iually  or 
<<  reputedly  fuperior.  He  had  in  his  rear  the  whole  forces  of 
^<  Bohemia,  and  even  fuppofinig  that  this  campaign  might 

*  To  feel  properly  this  reply,  the  reader  mufl:  recoUedt  that  the  word 
Rcemer^  made  ufe  of  by  the  king  in  fpeaking  of  the  Romans  in  German, 
alluded  to  the  general's  name. 
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<<  have  pafled  over  in  trifling  (kirmifhes,  his  expi^riemrt  ift 
<<  cafes  of  this  nature,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  light  trbopsy 
*«  gave  us  no  room  to  hope  for  equal  fuccefles  in  every  part. 
<<  We  mud  add  to  thefe  confideratiohs,  that  the  king,  ftand- 
'*  ing  in  need  of  all  his  troops  to  make  head  againft  pritice 
<<  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  the  duke  of  Weiflenfels^  muft  nt- 
«'  ceflarily  abandon  the  heights  of  Silefia,  from  whence  the 
<<  infurgents  might  difperfe  themfelveson  all  fides,  and  render 
**  our  fubfiftence  very  difficult ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  they 
<<  had  juft  furprifed  the  fortrefs  of  Cofel.  It  was  abfolutely 
*'  requifite,  therefore,  to  bring  the  enemy  tos£kattIe  as  foon 
^<  as  poflible,  to  attain  the  deiired  objed,  which  was  to  drive 
«  them  from  Silefia,  and  tranfport  the  theatre  of  war  into 
«<  Bohemia.  The  king,  accordingly,  performed  a  mafier- 
<<  ftroke  in  feigning  to  dread  the  fuperiority  of  the  combined 
<<  army,  and  in  circulating  the  report  of  his  intentions  not  to 
**  wait  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schweidnitz,  but 
<<  to  occupy  a  fure  poft  between  Breflaw  and  Glogau,  on  the 
*<  Oder,  for  the  convenience  of  his  convoys.  In  confequence 
•*  of  thefe  falfe  rumours,  he  evacuated  the  mountains.  Upper 
s<  Silefia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  colleded  all  his  different 
«(  corps,  and  kept  himfelf  clofe  and  covered  in  his  camp  be- 
«« tween  Schweidnitz  and  Striegau,  making  ufe  of  every  pof- 
••  fible  precaution  to  conceal  from  the  enemy  both  his  real 
«  defigns  and  the  number  of  his  troops ;  thoroughly  per- 
*^  fuaded,  that  if  prince  Charles  once  defcended  into  the  plain, 
*^  it  would  then  only  depend  on  us  to  force  him  to  come  to 
*'  blows. 

**  The  event  juftificd  the  wife  meafure  adopted  by  the 
♦'  king  ;  and  if,  to  couftitute  a  great  captain,  it  be  neceflary 
«*  to  conceive  vaft  proje<as  an^  prepare  the  plans,  he  muft  not 
<*  be  Icfs  fo,  who  can  turn  to  profit  the  movements  when  in 
•*  execution,  and  aft  with  dexterity  and  vigour.  It  is  Ticrc 
««  again  that  Frederick  difplayed  the  extent  of  his  abilities. 
<«  As  foon  as  he  faw  his  ftraiagem  fuccced,  and^jJiat  prince 
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^  Charles  and  the  duke  of  Weiffenfels  fell  into  the  foare,  he 
**  feized  the  favourable  moment  with  marvellous  prompti- 
•«  tude ;  and  fuppofing,  with  reafon,  that  the  combined  army, 
**  dcfcendcd  from  the  mountains  at  funfet,  would  not  have 
"  time  to  arrange  tbemfeives  during  the  night,  he  furprifcd 
*^  and  attacked  them  at  break  of  day,  and  gained  a  complete 
*'  viSory. 

**  The  fame  cannot  be  faid  of  the  combined  army  and  their 
*«  condu<a»  The  court  of  Vienna,  dcfigning  to  retake  Si* 
*«  lefia,  thought  to  be  able  to  terminate  the  war  in  the  courf& 
^  of  this  flfigle  campaign. 

*«  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide  whether  the  place  by  which 
*^  prince  Charles  entered  Silefia  Was  or  was  not  the  beft 
<*  adapted  to  his  defigns.  It  is  for  thofe  who  have  more  ex- 
«*  perience  than  I  have  in  this  great  branch  of  war  to  detcr- 
•*  mine  that  queftion.  Yet,  it  appears,  that  Saxony  being 
««  wholly  in  the  intereft  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  almoft 
<*  on  the  point  of  openly  breaking  out  againft  us,  it  was  tht 
<^  moft  eligible  to  make  an  attack  againft  us  on  that  fide, 
*<  and  the  only  error  was  in  the  manner  of  conducing  it. 
*<  Would  it  not  have  been  better  judged,  had  they  proved  kfs 
*<  hafty  in  defcending  from  the  mountains  I  Would  they  not 
**  have  a£^ed  more^  wifely,  had  they  eftabliflied  themfelves 
<<  along  Lufatia,  and  kept  us  in  continual  alarms,  during  that 
<<  time  making  their  light  troops  attack  on  all  fides,  to  harrafs 
*'  us,  and  render  our  convoys  more  difficult  ? 

**  I  (hall  be  anfwered,  that  a  great  army,  like  that  of  princd 
««  Charles,  was  difficult  to  fubfift ;  and  that,  in  purfuing 
««  thefe  ideas,  the  prince  ran  the  rifle  of  wanting  neceflaries, 
^*  as  his  magazines  in  Bohemia  were  not  too  well  provided* 

**  But,  all  know  that  Saxony  had  abundance  of  every  ne* 
**  ceflary  article,  that  this  power  only  waited  the  favourable 
««  moment  to  throw  ofF  the  maflc,  and  poffcfFed  a  train  of  ar- 
«•  tillery  in  readinefs  for  the  pretended  fiege  of  Glogau* 
^^  "^^^  ^^^^  could  have  been  loft  by  playing  the  fureft 
W^  X  2  **  game. 
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<<  game,  keeping  us  fome  time  in  check,  and  then  fuddent)^ 
<^  appraring  through  another  paflage  higher  up,  or  lower 
*'  down  ?  For,  it  would  have  proved  alrooft  impoffible  for  us 
<<  to  block  all  thefe  paflages,  without  greatly  dim  in  iifhing  bur 
^'  forces^  which,  independently  of  this  reafon,  would  have 
**  been  only  too  much  difperfcd  by  frequent  efcorts  and  de- 
**  tachments,  if  the  Hungarian  troops  executed  their  duty. 
<<  But,  perhaps,  the  prince  of  Lorraine  had  predfe  orders  from 
<^  the  council  of  war  at  Vienna,  to  haften  affairs  and  try  the* 
'^  fortune  of  a  battle.  Even  in  this  cafe  the  error  falls  on' 
*<  him  ;  for,  apparently,  the  council  of  war  wodld  not  give 
«<  thefe  orders  but  in  confequenceof  the  reports  made  by  the 
<<  generals  to  the  court,  of  the  iituation  of  the  two  armies; 
««  and  he,  on  his  fide,  was  fo  blinded  by  the  falfe,  but  flat-* 
<^  tering  intelligence  of  our  diligence  to  avoid  meeting  him^ 
<<  that  he  did  not  allow  himfclf  time  to  difiruft  thefe  accounts^ 
*<  and,  confequently,  built  on  fuppofitions  by  which  he  and 
«*  his  court  were  duped. 

*«  All  this,  however,  does  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  fcale 
**  with  his  condufl  on  the  evening  before  the  battle.  He 
«*  quitted  the  mountains  towards  the  evening,  and  we  have 
•'  certain  information  that  feveral  regiments  of  his  army  did 
•«  not  reach  the  plain  till  the  night  was  fer  advanced,  and  we 
<<  were  already  in  full  march  to  attack  him.  Why  did  he  not 
<«  perform  this  manoeuvre  earlier  ?  He  would  have  had  time 
««  at  lead  to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle,  nor  would  he.  have 
«*  done  amifs  to  have  remained  fo  all  the  night.  Inftead  of 
**  this,  he  arrives  in  the  middle  of  daiknefs,  which  prevents 
♦*  the  neceflary  arrangements  ;  the  horfes  are  picketed,  and 
**  the  army  go  to  reft,  as  if  the  enemy  was  at  20  leagues 
•*  diftance.  I  pafs  over  in  filencc  what  is  faid  of  too  long  a 
**  dinner  which  the  prince  gave  that  day  to  the  duke  of 
«*  Weiffenfels,  and  which  was  reported  to  have  fufpendcd^ 
*«  for  fome  hours,  the  adlivity  of  the  generals.  I  wifli  rather  to 
*<  attribute  this  anecdote  to  the  malice  of  the  prince's  epemics. 
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**  As  for  the  refl,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  caufe  of  the 
•*  misfortune  arifing  from  this  ill-timed  fecurity  is  imputed 
*^  to  the  want  of  vigilance  in  general  Nadafti.  But,  it  is 
^'  certain,  that  the  (ituation  of  our  camp  and  our  precautfons 
**  prevented  that  general  from  taking  a  near  furvey  ^f  us  ;  ia 
**  circumftance  which  alone  fliould  have  made  the  prinice  6f 
<*  Lorraine  imagine  that  things  were  not  in  the  (ituation  ia 
*'  which  he,  at  firft,  concluded  them  to  be  (landing, 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  his  whole  army  were  full  of  preju- 
<*  dices  refpe£ling  the  Prudians.  The  common  foldiers  were 
**  perpetually  told,. that  the  Pruffians,  enfeebled  and  difcou- 
**  raged  by  the  laft  campaign,  would  never  make  a  ftand,  and 
**  that  the  Auftrians  would  remain  at  liberty  to  pillage  Sileda 
«'  at  their  pleafure.  What  muft  thefe  men,  lulled  into  fe- 
**  curity  by  fuch  flattering  ideas,  have  thought,  when,  on 
*<  waking,  they  faw  a  formidable  ^rmy  of  thefe  very  Pruffians, 
**  who,  far  from  fufFering  themfelves  to  be  driven,  were  ad- 
**  vancing  with  a  firm  countenance  and  rapid  fteps  to  teach 
«*  them  to  the  contrary  ?  Such  furprifes  are  always  fataj;  and 
**  if  it  be  fometimes  good  to  infpire  the  foldier  with  conff- 
*<  dence,  it  muft  not  at  leafl:  be  founded  on  illufloris  that  may 
«'  fo  fpeedily  be  diflipated.  But,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  Au*- 
♦*  ftrians  had  not  experience  on  their  fide.  We  had  beaten 
^^  them  in  more  than  one  engagement,  and  in  this  they  had 
<*  foon  reafon  to  be  convinced  that  the  ideas  with  which  their 
^^  generals  had  lulled  them  were  chimeras*  The  generals 
*'  themfelves  were  taken  unawares  ;  the  foldiers  were  fur- 
**  prifed  and  i\i\\  of  confternation  :  what  could  be  expedled 
J^  in  fuch  afituation,  but  confufion  and  defeat  ? 

**  I  muft,  however,  render  jufticc  to  thefe  fame  generals, 
^*  and  allow  that  they  ufed  eflTorts  worthy  of  intrepid  men, 
^(  by  endeavouring  to  make  the  moft  advantage  of  the  ground 
**  and  of  their  forces.  But,  our  vivacity  had  gotten  -  the 
**  ftart  of  their  too  tardy  exertions ;  and  with  thrice  their 
•*  valour  they  never  could  have  avoided  a  defeat.     They  felt, 
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*<  from  tbeir  own  experience,  the  truth  of  the  axiooia  In, wot 
^^  faults  can  tuver  be  ccmmittidwith  impunity** 

(47)  The  battle  of  Soor  does  the  greateft  honour  to  Fre- 
derick II.  He  confefles  htmfelf  that  he  bad  committed  a  fault 
in  the  firft  inftance,  by  detaching  a  body  of  troops  from  his 
army  into  Upper  Silefia.  ^<  /  deferx^d^**  he  remarks,  in  an 
inftrudion  to  his  generals,*^  to  be  beaten  at  Se$r;  and  thai  weuU 
•«  have  been  the  cafe^  but  for  the  JkiU  of  my  generals^  and  tbt 
**  courage  of  my  troops** 

But,  let  us  figure  to  ourfelves  this  prince  furprifed  by  an 
army  of  40,000  combatants,  environed  on  all  fides  by  fwarms 
of  light  troops,  and  having  no  force  to  oppofe  to  them  but 
18  or  19,000  men.  The  danger  does  not  difturb  him;  be 
retains  all  the  calmnefs  of  refledion.  He  has  but  an  inftant 
to  form  in,  and  he  employs  it  fo  well,  that  his  difpofition 
paflTes  for  a  mafter-flroke.  He  profits  by  the  faults  of  the 
enemy,  and  gains  a  complete  vidory  over  troops  who  were 
already  rejoicing  at  his  expe£icd  defeat. 

In  the  lift  of  prifoners  made  by  the  Auftrians  in  this  battle, 
was  the  fecretary  of  the  king's  cabinet,  fome  of  his  pages, 
fervants,  and  attendants  on  the  baggage.  The  Auftrians 
took  alfo  his  military  cheft,  which  was  but  inconfiderabte, 
and  even  the  king's  own  baggage.  Frederick,  who  had  nei- 
ther pen  nor  ink,  wrote  thus  with  a  pencil  to  his  minifter  at 
Breflaw  :  *'  /  have  beaten  the  Auftrians  ^  I  have  taken  prifoners^ 
^^fing  Te  Deum.  Frederick. 


s» 


After  the  battle,  the  king  returned  his  thanks  to  the  army 
in  thcfe  terms :  *^  His  majefty  thanks  all  his  oflScers  and 
**  foldiers  for  the  bravery,  fidelity,  and  good  will  with 
*<  which  they  have  ferved  him  at  the  battle  of  Soor.  His 
**  majefty  will  not  fail,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power,  to  manifeft, 
<<  on  every  occafion,  his  gratitude  to  his  gallant  officers,  and 
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*'  to  take  care  of  their  promotion  and  their  fpitune.  He  is 
**  alfo  in  the  firm  confidence  that  fo  long  a$  one  only  of  thcfc 
*^  worthy  officers  (hall  be  alive,  the  glory  of  the  Pruffian  arn^s 
"  and  the  fafety  of  the  country  will  alwaysexift." 

(48)  The  grand  vificr,  by  order  of  the  grand  Turk,  invited 
the  minifters  of  the  Chridian  princes  at  Conjdantinople  to  an 
extraordinary  conference.  He  painted  to  them,  with  warmth, 
the  ravages  and  miferies  of  war,  and  added,  that  the  grand 
feignior,  his  matter,  after  confidering  what  commerce  would 
fufFer,  if  the  Chriftian  princes  lived  in  war,  had  refolved  to 
offer  his  mediation  ;  that  be  had  written  to  them  on  the  fub- 
je<S^,  and  hoped  to  receive  fuch  an  anfwer  from  them  as  he 
defired. 

The  grand  vifier  declared  to  Mr.  de  Benkler,  minifter  from 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  **  That  his  matter  could  not,  with- 
**  out  difpleafure,  behold  the  prefent  war,  not  only  becaufe 
•*  he  lived  in  harmony  with  feveral  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
*'  but  alfo  becaufe  the  comiperce  of  the  Turks  fuffcrcd 
•*  greatly  from  it ;  and  that  it  was  even  to  be  feared  left  the 
•*  continuation  of  thcfc  troubles  ihould  ruin  it  entirely/' 

He  then  turned  to  M.  Deft)ordes,  fecrctary  to  the  Dutch 
embaffy,  and  faid  to  him :  ^^  Is  ic  not  (hameful  for  you 
**  Chriftians,  who  wifh  to  pafs  for  the  true  believer^,  to 
*'  have  wholly  banifhed  from  amopgft  you  the  fpirit  of  peace; 
*<  and  that  we  Muffulmen,  whom  you  call  infidels,  (hould 
**  find  ourfelves  obliged  to  infpire  you  with  the  fentiments 
*'  you  ought  to  poflefs  ?  The  grand  feignior,  my  matter,  is 
•'  touched  with  the  miferies  that  defolate  Europe,  and  has 
**  charged  me  to  offer  his  high  and  powerful  mediation  to 
**  your  matters,  and  the  other  Chriftian  powers,  and  to  rc- 
<^  commend  peace  to  them.  I  muft:  declare  to  you,  there* 
«^ibre,  in  the  name  of  his  Jbighnefs,  that  his  fubjedts  fuller 
<^  greatly  from  thefe  wari,  and  that,  ia  confequeocey  he  de- 
**  lires^to  fee  them  terminated." 
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At  the  fame  time  be  gave  to  each  of  the  tnioifters  and  fo- 
reign refidents  a  long  writing,  as  lingular  for  its  ftyle  as  for 
its  ideas,  and  which  opened  with  the  mention  of  the  creation 
of  the  world.     The  following  is  the  fubftance  of  it. 

<'  God,  after  creating  the  world,  alfo  created  man,  to  put 
«  the  finiihing  hand  to  fo  beautiful  a  work,  and  gave  hiio, 
«  with  the  qualities  of  mind  and  body,  entire  power  over  the 
^'  earth  and  the  fea.  Man,  to  procure  himfelf  an  agreeable 
<<  life,  applied  to  arts  and  profeffions.  Great  moderation  is 
/*  neceflary  to  govern  well  the  body  of  the  human  fpecies. 
^^  They  who  are  refradory  muft  be  brought  back  to  reafon 
<<  by  war  and  by  arms.  But,  as  foon  as  affails  proceed  prof* 
*<  peroufly,  we  (hould  think  of  peace,  which  is'  the  fource  of 
<<  all  happinefs.  Though  man  feels  a  natural  horror  againft 
*<  grms,  princes,  notwithftanding,  are  often  obliged  to  em- 
•<  ploy  them,     But,  however  juft  their  quarrels,  they  muft 

*«  foon  be  finiflied,  for  war  has  dreadful  confequenccs 

*'  The  Ottoman  Porte  was  in  hopes  that  theChriftian  princes 
*'  would  at  length  be  tired  of  war,  but  (he  learns,  hy  her  am- 
<*  bafladors,  that  numerous  armies  are  going  to  enter  the  field 
•*  at  the  beginning  of  fpring.  Now,  as  only  great  evils 
♦*  can  refult  from  it,  the  following  reprcfentations  are  made 
•*  to  the  Chriftian  ambafladors,  at  the  moft  gracious  court  of 
<'  the  invincible  emperor,  who  is  the  treafure  of  God,  and  a 
♦'  model  of  the  majefty  of  Alexander  the  Great : 

**  ift.  That  thefe  wars  flied  too  much  human  blood, 

"  2dly,  That  they  caufe  the  misfortune  of  many  poor 
**  young  girlsi  who  are  expofed  to  be  diflionoured. 

"  3dly,  That  they  fufpend  the  commerce  and  fubfiftencc 
>*  of  a  great  multitude  of  men. 

^*  In  hopes  that  the  Chriftian  princes  will  fuffer  themfelvcs 
^*  to  be  touched  by  thefe  reprefentations,  the  grand  feigaior 
••  offers  to  become  mediator  amongft  them,"  &c. 
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To  this  piece  was  joined,  at  the  fame  time,  certain  propo- 
fitions  refpeSing  the  congrefs  and  the  preliminary  articles; 
of  which  the  following  are  the  principal  heads : 

'<  I.  The  grand  feignior  will  admit  into  the  mediatioti 
**  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  the  re* 
•'  publics  of  Venice  and  Holland. 

*<  2.  The  congrefs  fhall  be  holden  at  Venice,  bccaufe  that 
**  city  is  well  fituated  to  admit  of  certain  intelh'gence  being 
•«  brought  to  Conftantinople,  of  the  ftate  of  the  negociations, 
**  and  for  conveying  the  fame  to  the  capitals  of  the  other 
*'  Chriftian  princes. 

.  •«  3.  The  fublime  Porle  will  give  full  powers  to  two  mi- 
**  nifters  who  fhall  refide  for  fome  years  at  Vienna  and  at 
**  Paris,  and  to  whom  the  Chriftian  policy  ihall  beknowii. 
^<  To  them,  likewife^  ihall  be  added  a  man  of  talents  and  ex- 
«  perience. 

*^  4.  If  the  grand  pontiff  of  the  Chriftians  fends  to  the 
<<  congrefs  one  of  his  apoftles  to  facilitate  the  overtures  of 
«<  peace  by  his  reprefentations,  the  Porte  is  alfo  ready  to  fend 
<*  there  a  dervife,  or  Mahometan  monk,  of  the  order  of  the 
*^  Mufti,  who  will  make  no  difficulty  to  confer  with  the 
<«  Chriftian  prieft^ 

<«  5.  The  belligerent  powers  who  fliall  fend  minifters  to 
♦«  the  congrefs  fliall  give  them  the  moft  precife  and  moft  dcr 
*'  termined  orders,  that  no  time  may  be  loft  in  demanding 
<«  frefti  inftru£tions. 

<^  6.  All  the  princes  and  ftates  who  have  taken  no  part  ia 
««  this  war,  bur  who  have  other  pretenfions,  may  fend  am- 
**  bafladors  to  the  congrefs,  to  avoid  frefli  difputes  rcfulting 
<*  from  thefe  pretenfions," 

The  following  is  the  fubftancc  of  the  preliminary  articles : 

<*  I.  There  fliall  be  a  general  truce  by  fea  and  land. 

^*  2.  Each  partf  fliall  retain  theconquetts  which  they  may 
«  have  acquired  during  this  war. 

*«  3.  France 
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«<  3.  France  fliall  leave  her  troops  in  the  Auftrian  pl^ce 
<<  which  fhe  has  taken  pofleilion  in  the  name  of  the  Roa 
*<  emperor,  and  (hall  not  be  forced  to  withdraw  themfr 
«  the  empire  until  peace  ihall  be  generally  concluded  2 
"  eftablifhed. 

<<  4.  In  the  future  eledion  of  an  emperor,  it  'fhall  proa 
<<  by  the  unanimity  and  not  by  the  plurality  of  voices ;  wi 
'<  out  which  condition  the  elefiion  ihall  be  null. 

«'  5.  For  this  reafon,  this  election  fhall  be  deferred  tillaf 
•*  the  conclufion  of  peace, 

•*  6.  The  belligerent  powers  (hall  previoufly  engager 
*<  lingly  to  receive  the  propofals  of  peace  made  to  then 
^'  the  arbiters  and  mediators. 

<<  7.  In  cafe  of  their  refufal,  the  latter  fhall  unite  all  ih 
^f  forces,  to  compel  the  refradtory  party  to  make  peace,  a 
*<  to  pay  all  the  cofls  and  damages. 

^*  8.  But,  if  peace  be  concluded,  the  reconciled  powersib 
*<  agree  together  to  indemnify  the  Porte  for  the  ambafljffl 
**  other  cxpences. 

•^  9.  On  her  fide,  the  fublime  Porte  will  not  itx^ 
*'  the  mediation  of  a  Chriflian  power  between  her  3 
"  Perfia.'' 

No  doubts  were  entertained  at  Vienna  and  the  Hague,  tfc 
this  proceeding  of  the  grand  Turk  originated  in  tbc»W 
intrigues  of  France  with  the  divan. 

When  the  abbe  de  Ville,  the  French  minifter  at  tf 
Hague,  received  the  news  of  thefe  propofitions  of  the  Tari 
he  demanded  an  audience  of  the  penfionary  Fagel.  "C^ 
"yV^>  A/'  %s  the  abbe,  *«  that  the  conduSf  of  the  f^ 
*'  fei^nior  is  very  offering ^  and  that  the  Turk  has  truly  Chr^ 
*''•  jentlmentiy  «'  Yes^^  replied  Fagel,  ^^hut  thenarem^ 
"  where^  in  wipnng  to  pafs  for  MOST  CHRISTIAN,  thfj^ 
"  ccafe  to  G^  like  Tw'hi'^ 

(49)1* 
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(49}  The  court  of  Pruffia  obferved  in  this  piece,  that  if 
jffMty  Wire  hanijhei  from  the  earthy  it  Jhould  Jlill  he  found  in 

^ehreaft  of  fovereigns.     A  noble  principle ! This  court 

then  expofes  her  condu£l  vrith  refpeft  to  Saxony,  accufes 
^Auftria  of  making  no  diftinAion  between  belligerent  and 
auxiliary  princes,  whence  fhe  concludes  that  {he  is  jufkified  ia  - 
^5>hferving  the  fame  conduct  towards  Saxony.     She,  notwith- 
iUnding,  enters  into  a  detail  concerning  the  lenient  me^fures 
Which  Die  employed  with  refpeft  to  the  king  of  Poland,  im- 
^hediately  after  the  death  of  the  emperor  Char}es  VI[.     She 
Remarks  that  (lie  has  never  fufiered  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of 
•ijilrcd  or  of  vengeance  to  efcape  her  againft  Saxony.    The 
bBcclaration  then  fpeaks  of  the  providence  that  governs  empires  ' 
^mmd  the  anions  of  men  in  its  perfei^  wifdom^  and  takes  a  pleafure 
ftfc  confounding  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  fut  iruft  in  tfHmfehiS^ 
mmid  glory  in  their  own  flrength. 

In  fine,  this  court,  to  furniih  an  immediate  example  of  its 
SDildnefs  and  moderation,  to  prove  how  incapable  it  is  of  fuf- 
"Scxxvig  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of  hatredy  anger ^  animofttyy  or  ven-^ 
^ance  againft  Saxony  to  influence  its  condud,  accufes  this 
very  Saxony  of  jealoufy^  cruelty ^  animojity^  and  unbounded  am- 
hition  ;  reproaches  her  minifters  with  private  views  and  per^ 
Jonal  interefts^  and  treats  with  ridicule  the  meafures  which  they 
have  purfued,  and  the  reafons  which  they  have  adduced. 

The  court  of  Saxony  replied  to  this  memorial  in  the  month 
of  September ;  but  there  would  be  no  end  of  giving  extraSs 
'firom  all  thefe  difputes  of  the  pen,  which,  far  from  deciding 
upon  any  point  whatever,  are  only  ridiculed  by  the  fovereigns 
in  whofc  names  they  are  promulgated. 

(50)  We  fhall,  here,  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the 
principal  paflages  which  relate  to  the  negociations  for  peace. 
They  will  paint  one  part  of  the  chara£ler  of  Frederick.    I  he" 
letter  particularly  alluded  to  is  that  of  the  13th  December, 
17459  and  the  laft  but  one  of  this  colleAiom 

Letter 
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Litter  from  count  Podewtlsy  cabinet  mitujler  ef  his  Tni§n 
majefty^  to  Mr.  VillierSy  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  it 
Jting  of  Great  Britain  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 

*«  Berlin^  28  November,  17451 
"  Sir, 
<<  It  is  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  king  my  mafler,  dot 
**  I  have  the  honour  to  write  you  the  following : 

<<  His  Majefly  is  perfuaded  that  you  are  fully  infonn4 
^<  fir,  of  the  indefatigable  pains  his  Britannic  majefty  baihi- 
<<  therto  been  pleafed  to  take,  to  reftore  peace  to  Germao^ 
<<  and  a  good  underftanding  between  the  king  my  mafieraal 
*<  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden,  by  the  convention  oob- 
^<  eluded  and  figned  at  Hanover  the  26  Auguft,.N.S.rf 
<^  the  prefent  year,  between  the  king  my  mafter  and  his  Bn> 
'*  tannic  majefly,  and  ratified  on  both  fides* 

*^  Neither  can  you,  fir,  be  ignorant  either  of  the  rndb* 
^<  ration  manifefted  by  the  king  my  mafler  immediately  afe 
*^  the  fignature  of  that  convention ;  fince,  without  waitio| 
*«  till  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden  fhould  declare  whc 
*<  ther  they  would  accept  it,  his  majefly,  to  prove  his  grcatw- 
«*  fpeft  and  infinite  deference  for  his  Britannic  majefty,  was 
*^  pleafed  to  fufpend  the  efFeds  of  his  juft  refentment  for  the 
**  hoflile  invafion  of  Silefiaby  the  Saxon  troops,  andtoQrder 
•*  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  fignatotc 
*^  of  the  convention  of  Hanover  reached  us,  not  to  enttf 
*«  Saxony,  which  he  was  on  the  point  of  doing,  with  all 
**  army  greatly  fuperior  to  any  that  the  court  of  Drcfdoi 
**  could  then  oppofe  to  it« 

*'  It  is  in  the  fame  fentiments  of  moderation,  and  to  tefiiff 
<^  flill  more  firongly  the  pacific  difpofitions  of  the  king,  that 
"  his  majefty,  notwithflanding  the  refufal  of  the  courtiof 
♦*  Vienna  and  of  Drefden  to  acquiefce  in  fo  juft  and  cqui- 
<^  table  an  accommodation  as  that  flipulated  in  the  coo- 

•*-vcnti(* 
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'  vention  of  Hanover,  has  been  pleafed  conftantly  to  fufpend 
'"  all  hoftilities  againft  Saxony,  to  which  he  was  fufficiently 

authorized  by  the  invafion  of  Silefia.  And  the  king,  to 
'  convince  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  all  the  well-difpofed 
* '  powers,  of  his  defire  for  peace,  and  the  fpeedy  eftablifh-' 
^  ment  of  union  and  harmony  with  the  court  of  Drefden, 
■^  has  gone  ftill  further,  and,  to  avoid  giving  any  umbrage  to 
^  Saxony,  has  withdrawn  the  greateft  part  of  the  prince  of 
^•Anhalt's  army  from  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  having  de» 
^  dared  to  your  court,  fir,  as  well  as  to  that  of  Ruffia,  that 
^  his  majefty  is  always  ready  to  enter  into  a  fpeedy  accommo* 
^Mation  with  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  and  to  accept 
^~  the  good  offices  which  her  majefty  the  emprefs,  in  concert 
^^with  his  Britannic  majefty,  may  think  proper  to  employ. 

<'  But  fince,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  amicable  and  moft  pacific 
■^  meafures  of  the  king  my  mafter,  the  court  of  Drefden,  far 

*  from  corrcfponding  with  them  in  any  rcfpeft,  took  the  fatal 

*  refolution  of  calling  two  Auftrian  armies  into  the  heart  of 
•^Saxony,  in  order  to  traverfe,  on  one  fide,  with  their  united 
^'forces,  Lufatia,  and  from  thence  penetrate  not  only  into 

*  Silefia,  but  likewife  into  his  majefty's  ancient  hereditary 

*  ftates ;  whilft  the  Saxon  army  near  Leipfic  was  deftined,  in 
^conjun£lion  with  a  body  of  Auftrian  troops  under  general 

*  count  Grun,  to  invade  the  country  of  Magdebourg,  and 

*  even  proceed  diredly  to  this  capital. 

**  Thcking,with  regret,  has  feen  himfelf  compelled,  greatly 

*  contrary  to  his  wifties,  to  adopt  the  moft  vigorous  meafures, 
'*  which  all  laws  both  human  and  divine  permit  and  even 

*  command,  to  crufh  fuch  dangerous  defigns,  without  waiting 
'<  for,  in  the  heart  of  his  own  dominions,  enemies  bent  on 
^  bis  ruin,  and  advancing  on  all  fides  to  overwhelm  him.  It 
^  was,  in  this  painful  neceffity,  that  the  king  found  himfelf 
t*  obliged  to  obtain  the  ftart  of  the  combined  Auftrian  and 
^  Saxon  army  in  Lufatia,  to  intercept  it  in  its  way,  and 
^binder  it  from  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  the  king's 

**  hereditary 
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«<  heredittry  dominions.  Providence^whiclilMubitltertoflicwi 
*•  fuch  vifiblc  marks  of  prottAion  to  cheking»againftfomttf 
<«  enemies  confpired  againft  bim»  bts  been  pleafedonce  SMt 
**  to  bleh  his  majefty's  juft  arms  i  and  be  has  not  only  badds 
^  good  fortune  totally  to  defeat,  at  his  entrance  into  U*  j 
**'  fatia^  the  corps  of  auxiliary  Saxons,  which  formed  the  i«hl 
**  guard  of  the  Auftrian  army,  after  taking  upwiurds  of  a  tboi*  I 
^  fand  prifoners,  among  whom  are  about  a  hundred  offioa|| 
*^  with  general  Buchner,  colonel  O^Byrne,  and  others  if 
^*  note,  befides  four  pieces  of  cannon,  three  pmir  of  colonn^ 
^«  two  ftandards,  and  two  pair  of  kettle-drums  ;  but  alfi^ 
<«  his  majefty  having  purfued  his  march  towards  Gcerlititt 
*^  attack  the  Auftrian  army,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  nik 
**  for  him,  but,  after  abandoning  their  corps  of  Saxon  aoxi" 
*«  liaries,  and  a  large  magazine  at  Gferlits,  of  whidisf 
^*  troops  took  pofleffion,  making  200  men  and  feveral  oflkcv 
**  of  the  Saxon  regiment  of  guards  prifoners,  prince  Chsifcl 
*'  recreated  with  fuch  precipitation  and   diforder  tomuk 
*^  Zittau  and  the  Bohemian  frontiers,  that  his  troops  eitt 
*^  plundered  all  the  Saxon  villages  where  they  had  tes 
"  cantoned. 

<«  Notwithftand!ng  this,  and  in  (pite  of  all  th^fe  advantage!^ 
•*  which  render  the  king  mafter  of  all  Upper  Lufatia,  td 
«*  which  will,  fhould  it  fo  pleafe  the  providence  of  HeaTCSi 
•'  be  fpeedily  followed  by  more  confiderable  fucceflb,  to 
*'  majeiiy  is  always  difpofed  to  a  fincere  reconciliation  wiA 
•<  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  to  forget  what  ispaft,aol 
**  inftantly  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Saxon  dominions, 
**  whenever  that  prince  fhall  difcover  an  inclination  fonnallf 
^^  to  accede  to  the  convention  of  Hanover,  to  fend  back  the 
*^  Auftrian  troops,  and  no  longer  to  grant  them  any  paftp 
"  through  his  ftates  to  make  war  with  the  king  my  maftefi 
*<  either  in  Silefia,  or  in  any  other  province  under  the  Idngrf 
'«  Pruflia's  government. 

•*  His  majefty,  confidering  the  terms  on  which  he  is  iritk 

ci||ic 
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«*  the  king  your  auguft  mailer,  thii^ks  he  may  confidently  ad- 
-♦<  drefs  himfelf  to  fo  enlightened  and  well-intentioned  a  mi- 
«*  nifter  as  yourfelf,  to  beg  of  you,  fir,  as  he  exprefsly  orders 
<<  me  to  do  from  him,  to  be  fo  good  as  to  inform,  without 
^  lofs  of  time,  his  excellency  count  Briihl,  and  even  his  ma- 
**  jefty  the  king  of  Poland,  of  thefe  his  pacific  difpofitions, 
^  and  to  communicate  to  us,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  re- 
**  folutions  and  anfwer  of  the  court  at  which  you  now 
^  refide. 

*«  The  king  exprefsly  enjoins  mt  to  aflure  you,  fir,  that 
■»  you  may  rely  upon  his  word,  and  that  you  need  never  fear 
^  a  difavowal  of  any  thing  I  have  dated  to  you  on  the  part  of 
i^  his  majefty,  and  by  his  exprefs  orders. 

•*  But  you  may  well  imagine,  fir,  that  the  king  cannot  dif- 
•*  Continue  to  profit  by  his  advantages,  or  to  pufli  them  as  far 
•*  as  poffible,  in  order  to  defeat  the  dangerous  projefti  of  his 
i*«  enemies,  until  it  fhall  have  pleafed  the  court  where  you  are 
••  to  accede  purely  and  fimply  to  the  convls^ntioh  of  Hanover, 
«<  of  the  26  Auguft  of  the  prefent  year. 
•  **  As  for  the  reft,  as  the  court  of  Drefden  has,  hitherto, 
^*  made  but  a  bad  ufe  of  all  the  overtures  on  our  fide  for  an 
*«  accommodation,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  will  not  give  a 
*^  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Saxon  miniftry.  Other  means  may 
•«  be  found  to  fatisfy  them  of  the  fincerity  and  good  faith  of 
^*  the  king,  provided  there  be  as  favourable  a  difpofition  as 
«*  on  the  part  of  his  majefty,  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  peace 
*«  and  reconciliation. 

<<  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  honour  me  with  a 
^^  fpeedy  anfwer,  by  a  courier ;  and  I  am  charmed  that  this 
•««  occafion  has  procured  me  the  pleafure  of  afluring  you  of 
•<  the  perfe£t  confideration  v\^ith  which  I  have  the  honour 
•*  to  be,  &c. 

««  H.  C,  DE  PODEWILS." 

Anfwir 
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Jnfwer  of  Mr.  Fillurs  to  Count  Podnuib. 

**  Drefden,  30  November,  1745. 
««  Sir, 

<*  I  received  yefierday,  at  ten  in  the  evening,-  your  cx« 
*^  cellency's  letter  of  the  28th  inftant.  The  honour  hisna* 
*'  jefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  does  met  in  making  choice  of  oe 
**  as  ihe  inftrument  of  fo  important  a  work  as  that  of  crown- 
**  ing  his  vidories  by  an  equitable  peace,  will  animate  me 
^<  in  the  attempt,  conformably  to  the  inftrudions  which  I  n- 
**  ceived  fome  time  fince  on  the  fubjed  from  the  king  mj 
<<  mafter;  nor  (hall  I  fail  to  purfue  it  with  equal  zeal  andim* 
*<  partiality.  I  began  to  acquit  myfelf  of  this  duty  on  theeven- 
**  ing  of  the  29th.  I  reported  the  contents  of  your  excellenc/f 
^*  letter  to  count  Briihl,  who  promifed  me,  in  fliewing  adifi 
*<  pofition  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  two  courts,  toda 
<«  the  fame  with  the  king  his  mailer,  to  aflemble  a  council  of 
*^  ftate,  and  to  give  an  anfwer  this  day.  His  excellency  hai 
*<  omitted  no  point  whatever ;  and  the  refolution  of  this 
'*  court  on  what  I  had  the  honour  to  propofe  on  the  partof 
•*  his  Pruflian  majefty,  contains  in  fubftance, 

*«  I.  That  the  king  of  Poland  is  not  far  from  acceding  to 
^*  the  convention  of  Hanover ;  but  that  it  is  neceilary  to 
**  communicate  on  the  fubjedl  with  the  court  of  Vienna, as 
«*  the  principal  party  ;  which  is  to  be  done  without  delay. 

*«  2.  That  the  king  of  Poland  engages  to  make  the  Aa- 
**  ftrian  troops,\vhich  entered  on  requifitorial  letters,  evacuate 
«*  his  country,  as  foon  as  the  king  of  Pruffia,  agreeably  to  bis 
*«  own  declaration,  fhall  make  his  army  retire  and  quit  the 
•'  ftates  of  the  king  of  Poland. 

**  3.  That  the  king  of  Poland  engages  no  longer  to  gift 
*'  any  paflage  to  the  Auftrian  troops,  with  a  view  of  at- 
♦*  tacking  his  Pruffian  majefty,  cither  in  Silefia,  or  in  bit 
*'  elcQorate. 

«« I  leave 
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**  I  leave  it  to  your  excellency's  fuperior  penetration^  td 
*'  decide,  whether  the  king  of  Poland's  engagements  do  not 
<'  feem  of  fucb  a  nature  as  to  prevent  him,  however  ftrong 
*<  his  defire  may  be  to  re-eftabiifh  perfe<Sl  harmony  between 
*<  the  two  courts,  from  fpeaking  more  categorically,  iand 
^<  much  lefs  from  acceding  to  the  convention  of  Hanover 
**  previous  to  its  acceptance  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  which 
*<  fhould  be  a  principal  contra£ling  party.  My  fincerity 
**  compels  me  to  confefs  to  your  excellency,  that,  in  fpite  of 
^<  my  extreme  defire  to  merit  the  confidence  with  which  fo 
^*  great  a  king  as  the  mailer  whom  you  ferve  has  been  pleafed 
<<  Co  honour' me,  I  (hould  not  dare  to  take  a  part  in  this  ne-> 
*<  gociation9  to  the  exclufion  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  But» 
*<  the  fentiments  of  hb  Pruffian  majefty  aretoo  marked  in  the 
'^  obliging  and  inftrudive  letter  of  your  excellency,  not  to 
*<  leave  room  to  hope  that  the  difpofition  manifefted  by  the 
*^  court  of  Drefden,  in  its  anfwer,  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
<^  great  ftep  towards  a  peace,  fo  defirable  and  fo  neceffary  to 
*^  fave  all  the  flates  of  the  well-intentioned  part  of  Europe. 

**'  Your  excellency  may  reft  aiTured,  that  I  will  not  give  a 
<«  copy  of  your  letter  to  this  court.  This  firft  teftimony  of 
*^  your  opinion  in  my  favour  is  too  flattering  to  fufFer  me  to 
•«  make  any  6ther  ufe  of  it  than  that  which  you  were  pleafed 
**  to  ^refcribe.  It  (hall  be  my  ftudy  to  appear  worthy  of  the 
**  orders  your  excellency  gives  me,  and  to  avail  myfelf  of 
««  every  opportunity  of  proving  the  perfe6l  confideration  with 
«<  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

<*  Tho.  Villiers." 

LetUrfrQm  Mr.  ViUUn  U  his  majiftytbi  kingpf  Prujfia. 

•'Drefden,  30  Nov.  1745. 

"  Sire, 

«*  Having  been  honoured  by  a  letter  ffom  the  count  dc 

*<  Podewils,  your  majefly's  minifter  of  flate,  jn  which  he 

«<  charges  me,  by  the  gracious  orders  of  your  majefty,  with 

Vql.I.  Y  ^'certain 
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^<  certain  infinuations  to  be  made  to  this  courts  tending  to  the 
*^  falutary  objeiSl  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  1  have 
<*  not  failed  to  acquit  myfelf  of  this  commiffion  with  all  the 
*<  earneftnefs  which  the  importance  of  the  fubjed  demands; 
^<  and,  accordingly,  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion .  to  aflure  your 
'<  majefty,  that  the  generous  propofitions  you  have  made  to 
^*  his  Polifh  majefty  were  received  with  correfponding  fen- 
«<  timents.  The  anfwer  tranfmitted  to. me  is  as  follows.'' 
ISee  ibi  three  articles  in  the  foregoing  letter^'] 

^^  I  loft  not  a  moment  in  communicating  it  to  his  czcd* 
'<  lency  count  Podewils  ;  but,  in  order  to  gain  time,  and  ts 
.<'  fpare  a  greater  efFufion  of  blood,  1  would  not  omit  giving 
^^  an  account  of  it  likewife  to  your  miyefty,  with  a  propofal 
^<  on  the  part  of  this  court,  to  ceafe  on  onQiide  and  the  other 
<^  from  all  military  operations  and  exaftions. 

<<  I  do  not  venture  to  reprefent  to  fo  (enlightened  a  prince 
<<  how  far  fuch  a  teftimonial  of  friepdihip  will  tend  to  con- 
«<  folidate  it.  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  a  fubmiffion  to  your 
♦«  majcfty's  orders,  and  to  prove  the  veneration  with  which  I 
«*  take  the  liberty  to  declare  myfelf, 

"  Sire, 
««  Your  majcfty's  moft  obedient 

**  And  devoted  fervant, 

<«  ThO.  VlLLIERS.*' 

Anfxer  of  his  Majefty  the  King  ofPruJfta  to  Mr.  Vtlliers. 
,  <*  Head^quarters,  Gcerlitz,  I  December,  1745. 

«<  I  imagine  that  England  and  all  Europe  muft  be  con- 
*«  vinced  of  my  moderation.  If  the  king  of  Poland  had  not 
**  forced  me,  by  his  improper  proceedings,  to  enter  his  coun- 
•*  try,  I  never  fhould  have  gone  there ;  but,  independently  of 
■«*  the  various  advantages  all  Europe  fees  I  have  over  my 
<<  enemies,  I  am  inclined  to  fubfcribe  to  an  accommo* 
«« dation* 

f  *  Haviftg 
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'  ^*  Having  learnt,  however,  too  well  by  experience  in;  what 
**  manner  the  court  of  Drefden> makes  ufe  of  its  advantages^ 
^'  I  cannot  think  of  putting  an  end  to  hoftilities,  nor  of  with-* 
**  drawing  my  troops  from  this  coutitry,  before  the  king  of 
*'  Poland  fhall  purely  and  finipljr  acquiefce  in  the  convention 
*«  of  Handven  You  inay  be  pcrfuaded,  that  I  wait  the  news 
^*  of  this  with  thegreatefl:  imagi'nabte  impatience,  knd  that  the 
<*  moment  I  receive  it  I  fhall .  make  the  neceflary  arrange- 
**  ments.  You  fed  yourfelfi .  that  what. you  wtite  me  is  not 
**  fufficient  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  a  victorious  army  ;  and 
**  that  the  court  of  Drefden  appears  to  rcferve  to  itfelf  aback 
*'  door,  by  waiting  the  confent  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  As 
*'  foon  as  I  can  difcover  more  fincerity  on  their  part,  and  that 
•*  you  will;  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  England,  guaranty  to 
<<  me  the  confequences,  I  fhafl  be  ready  to  lend  my  aid  to  all  . 
<<  the  pacific  arrangements  you  may  take  to  re-eftabliih  a 
*'  folid  and  durable  peace  between  our  two  courDsu  .. 

*'  I  only  demand  of  you  a  categorical  anfwer  on  this  hetd^ 
•*  after  which  the  king  of  Poland  fhall  fee  that  I  have  no  other 
*'  wifh  than  the  prcfervation  of  his  fubjeds,  and  the  reftora^ 
^<  tion  of  a  lafling  friendfhip  with  my  neighbours.  It  will 
<<  depend  on  him  alone  to  cultivate  it  infuture,  and  to  derive 
*^  more  advantages  from  it  than  from  the  amity  of  his  other 
M  allies. 

*<  I  beg  you  to  employ  yourfelf,  with  all  the  addrefs  I 
•*  know  you  to  pofTefs,  to  terminate  this  negociation,  which 
^  -corrcfponds  fo  well  with  the  intentions  of  the  king  your 
'*  mafler,  by  re-eftablifhing  the  peace  of  Germany,  and  cx- 
^*  tinguifhing  a  war  between  two  neighbours,  which  cannot 
*'  but  be  ruinous  and  fatal  to  both  the  belligerent  parties, 

^^  You  may  be  afTured,  that  on  your  negociation  will  de-^ 
•*  pend  the  fate  of  Saxony. 

*«  I  am,  with  fentiments  of  efteem^  . 
♦•  Sir, 

•'  Your  very  afFedionate 

♦<  f  RBDBRICK.'* 
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<«'P.  S.  My  intention  is  to  make  peace  agreeable  to  the 
<<  convention  of  Hanover.  I  have  driven  the  Auftrians  out 
^*  of  Saxony ;  there  is  no  further  queftion,  therefore,  of  fend« 
^  ing  them  away.  But,  let  the  king  of  Poland  declare,  under 
^^  the  guaranty  of  England,  his  acceptance  of  this  con« 
*<  vention,  either  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  or  .  fepargtely, 
<<  and  hoftilities  fhall  ceafe.  You  fee  that  I  require  fecurities, 
'*  and  that  what  I  demand  is  conformable  to  juftice  and  good 
<*  fcnfc  I  and  I  wifh  to  play  a  fure  game/* 

Litter  of  Mr.  Villiers  to  his  Majefty  tb$  King  ofPruffia. 

♦*  Drefden,  4  December,  1745, 
««  Sire, 

*<  I  received,  on  the  2d  inftant,  your  majefty  s  orders  of  the 
*Mft ;  and,  in  obedience  to  them,  without  lofs  of  tin^e,  I 
**  begged  the  minifters  of  fiate,  entrufted  with  the  care  of 
*<  this  government  in  the  abfence  of  their  fovereign,  to  af- 
<<  femble. 

*<  I  reported  to  them  your  majefty*s  declarations  touching 
**  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  a  perfeS  harmony  between  the  two 
^*  courts,  and  I  receive  this  inftant  the  annexed  declaration 
*<  on  their  part.  I  dare  affirm,  fire,  not  only  that  I  have  done 
^*  every  thing  that  depended  on  me  to  render  it  conformable 
«« to  the  wiflies  your  majefty  has  deigned  to  fignify  to  me, 
^*  and  for  the  re-cftabli(hment  of  a  folid  friendfliip  between 
<<  the  two  courts,  and  for  the  reftora(ion  of  tranquillity  in 
<^  Germany ;  but  I  can  aver  that  the  intention  of  this  court 
•*  correfponds  pcrfeSly  with  thefe  principles. 

^^  I  muft  confefs  to  your  majefty,  that  I  am  not  authorized 
*^  formally  to  guaranty  this  declaration  in  the  name  of  the 
^  king  my  mafter,  my  infirudions  going  no  further  than  to 
<<  exert  myfelf,  with  all  poffiblc  a£livity,  to  exhort  this  c^urt 
♦*  to  confent  to  the  convention  figncd  at  Hanover,  26  Au- 
^  guft,  N.  S.  I745>  and  to  pcrfuade  that  of  Vienna  to  ac*- 
«♦  cept  itt 

«« TMcft 
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**^  Thefe  inftruftions  I  cannot  exceed ;  but  this  t  <fan  de-^ 
**  dare,  that  the  king  my  mailer  has  nothing  more  at  heart 
«*  than  to  fee  the  accomplifhmentof  this  convention. 

*^  I  can  add,  likewife,  that  I  am  convinced  the  king  of 
**  P'oland  is  fincerely  difpofed  to  accede  to  it  purely  and 
*«  (imply,  and  to  live  in  perfcft  friendfliip  With  your  ma- 
•*  jefty.  If  it  be  pfefuming  too  far  to  offer  my  fentiments, 
**  my  zeal  alorte  octafions  the  offence. 

<<  I  feel  that  I  cannot  better  exprefs  than  by  fitence  the 
^  veneration  with  which  I  am^ 

«  SiRF, 

*•  your.majefty*8  devoted  fervent, 

"  Tho.  Villiers." 

Declaration  of  the  Minlftry  of  Drtfdin^  as  delivered  to  Mr. 
Villiersy  dated  3  December^  1745* 

**  We^  the  underfigned  minifters  of  ftate  of  his  majeftjr 
"  the  king  of  Polahd,  are  greatly  obliged  to  the  Englifli  en* 
*<  voy  for  the  communication  of  the  ulterior  declaration  of 
*^  his  Pruffian  majefty  concerning  the  reconciliation  pro^ 
•*  pofcd  by  count  de  Podewils. 

"  Yet,  we  greatly  regret,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  three 
<<  points  announced  in  the  firft  declaration  given  from  hence 
**  to  the  faid  envoy,  have  not  been  fo  well  received  as  we  had 
•*  reafon  to  hope.  But,  to  remove  every  poffibility  of  doubt, 
«  we  do  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  declare,  in  the  abfence  of 
<<  the  king  our  mafter,  that  his  majefty  is  not  only  difpofed 
*«  but  ready  to  re-eftablifh  harmohy  between  himfelf  and  his 
<*  Pruflian  majefty,  on  the  footing  of  the  convention  con*^ 
«*  eluded  at  Hanover  the  J|  Auguft  of  the  prefent  year  1745. 

*<  In  return  for  which,  his  Polifli  majefty  promifes  himfelf, 
«<  that,  on  his  part,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  agreeable  lo'  his  de** 
^*  claration  already  made,  will,  from  the  prefent  momentt 
<>  abftain  from  al)  hoftilities,  and  marching  of  his  troops ; 
<<  that  be  will  cxad  no  more  delivericf^  or  ancient  or  new 

Y  3  *•  con- 
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*<  contributioiis,  and  make  good  thofe  already  levied  ^  that 
*^  be  will,  likewife)  immediately  withdraw  all  his  troops  from 
*^  the  king's  dominions,  and  not  retain  them  on  any  pretext 
^<  whatever ;  that  he  will  evacuate  all  the  forts  and  places, 
**  and  reftore  them  in  the  ftate  they  were  before  they  cunc 
**  into  his  pofleffion  ;  that  he  will  give  up,  and  caufe  to  b« 
^^  reftored,  all  the*  monies  fcized  on,  whether  royal  property 
**  or  belonging  to  individuals  i  that  he  will  not  perniit  any 
*<  injury  to  be  done,  in  the  retreat,  either  to  the  perfons  in  the 
^*  fervice  of  the  king,  or  to  his  vaffals,  or  any  of  his  fubjedi, 
*<  either  in  their  perfons  or  property ;  and  that  he  will  re- 
<<  leafe,  without  ranfom,  all  the  king's  troops  who  are  now 
•«  prifoners. 

••  Written  at  Drefden,  3  December,  1745. 

Signed      De  GBftsooap, 

Le  Comte  de  Z£CH, 
Le  Comte  de  H£NNiKEf 
De  Rex." 

Jnfwcr  of  bis  Majejly  the  King  ofPruJJia  to  the  preceding  Littn 
of  Mr.  Villiers.  ^ 

<<  Head- quarters,  Bautzen,  5  December,  1745. 
"Sir, 

**  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Saxons  or  I  fhall  have  the 
•*  mod  obligation  to  you  for  the  rcftoration  of  peace.  The 
•^  mifchief  I  do  my  neighbours  is  greatly  againft  my  heart: 
'«  I  am  compelled  to  proceed  to  this  extremity,  but  I  procure 
•<  at  the.  fame  time  to  the  king  of  Poland  every  facility  that 
^^  depends  on  me  to  extricate  himfelf  from  this  embar« 
«•  raflment. 

^<  It  will  be  necefTary,  then,  radically  to  put  an  end  to  this 
**  fatal  war,  for  the  king  of  Poland  to  expedite,  without  delay, 
**  full  powers  to  one  of  his  minifters,  for  whom  I  fend  you 
<<  the  annexed  paiTport.  I  have  difpatched  orders  to  my  ca<< 
4(  bioet  minifter^  count  Podewils,  to  repair  hither  immedi^* 

••ately; 
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*^  atcly ;  after  which  the  convention  may  be  properly  drawn 
*'  up,  and,  as  foon  as  it  fhall  be  ratified  by  the  king  of  Poland, 
**  I  will  evacuate  his  country  and  fortrefles,  and  put  a  flop  to 
••  hoftilities. 

**  As  for  the  article  of  the  ceflation  of  contributions,  and 
*«  the  indemnification  for  damage  done ;  the  contribution*^ 
**  cannot  ceafe  till  after  the  king  of  Poland  fhall  have  ratified 
*<  the  preliminaries  prepared  by  our  ^liniflers.  And  I  can  as 
**  little  indemnify  the  king  of  Polar)d  for  tl^e  lofTes  of  his  fab- 
*'  jefts,  as  he  and  the  queen  of  Hungary  will  indejpi^ify  me 
*^  for  the  damage  they  have  done,  and  ftill  continue  to  do  mey 
«'  in  Silcfia, 

*'  You  will  do  me  a  favour,  (ir,  in  accompanying  the  Saxon 
**  minifter  who  is-vefled  with  full  powers  from  his  mafler; 
*'  it  will  procure  me  the  fatisfa6iion  of  feeing  a  man  whom  I 
*'  greatly  efleem,  and  who,  filled  with  the^genuinefentlmenta 
<^  a  minifler  fhould  have,  procures  peace  and  tranquillity  to 
*'  nations,  by  extinguifhing  the  torch  of  difcord  and  of  war. 

<'  I  imagine,  likewife,  that  you  have  no  time  to  lofe  in  pro* 
**  viding  yourfelf  with  the  necefTary  powers  from  your  court 
*^  for  the  guaranty  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  induce  Mr.  do 
<*  Beflucheff,  and  the  Dutch  minifter,  toad  in  confequence. 
*'  1  confider  this  peace  as  the  bafis  of  the  pacification  of 
*•  Germany.  Either  the  queen  of  Hungary  will  at  once  ac- 
<<  cede  xo  it,  or  fhe  will  not  long  delay  her  acquiekence., 

'^  I  have,  notwithflanding,  learnt,  with  pain,  that  the  king 
'*  of  Poland  has  quitted  his  capital.  This  is  a  kind  of  infult 
<<  to  my  fentimentSt  I  have  always  perfonally  efieemed  him  ; 
<<  and,  in  the  bitterefl  animofity  of  war,  his  charader  and  his 
*^  family  fhould  have  been  refpeded.  You  may  afTure  this 
*^  prince  of  the  cordiality  and  lincerity  of  my  feelings  j  and 
*^  that  it  depends  folely  on  himfelf,  whether  the  courts  fhall 
<^  live,  henceforwatd,  in  the  firideft  friendfhip.  I  beg  you  to 
«'  beaffiuedof  the  fendoieAtsof  ef}eem with  which  lam, &C' 

*<  FUEDfiillCX;.** 

Y  4  Lettir 
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Litter  Jrom  Mr.  Filliers  to  bis  Majefly  tbi  King  §fPru£iam 

**  Prague,  9  December,  1745. 
"  Sire, 

**  I  have  waited  upon  the  king  of  Poland,  that  I  might  ex- 
*<  ecute,  with  more  exactitude,  your  majefty's  orders.  This 
«*  is  the  reafon  why  I  only  received  yefterday  thofe  with 
<*  which  your  majelly  honours  me  of  the  5th  inftant.  I  im« 
**  mediately  communicated  them  to  count  Briihl ;  and,  the 
*«  better  to  convince  his  Polifh  mgjcfty  of  your  majefty's  fen- 
<<  timents  towards  him,  I  even  tbok  the  liberty  to  give  him 
•<  an  extra£l  of  your  majefty's  letter,  convinced  that  your  cx- 
^  preffions  of  friendfhip  would  have  fufFered  in  being  con- 
<«  veyed  by  me.  If  in  this  I  have  exceeded  your  majefty's 
**  intentions,  it  is  only  from  a  defire  of  accompliffaing  them 
**  better.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  them,  religioufly 
^^  to  obferve  them.  Count  Briihl  has  juft  given  me  the  an- 
**  nexed  memoir  by  way  of  anfwer.  Your  majefty  has  ihewn 
«  fuch  anxiety  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  Germany,  you  un- 
««  derftand  her  interefts  fo  well,  and  difcriminate  fo  dearly 
«*  every  circumftance  conneded  with  them,  that  I  am  for- 
*<  bidden  to  alledge  my  reafons  on  the  fubjeiSi.  I  only  venture 
<<  to  repeat,  that  this  court,  not  lefs  ardently  than  that  of 
«<  your  majefty,  delires  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  harmony  and 
<^  the  attainment  of  the  general  obje6l  which  your  majefty 
•«  propofes.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that,  being  of  ac- 
^<  cord  refpeding  the  principles,  no  difference  will  arifecon- 
*<  eerning  the  means,  and  that  the  trifling  delay  in  the  dif« 
^*  patching  of  a  minifter  will  fcarcely  produce  any  in  the  ad- 
•*  vancement  of  the  work,  though  the  fmallcft  delay  cannot 
•*  but  afflia  thofe  who  really  wifli  well. 

**  My  hope  is  founded  in  your  majefty's  greatnefs  of  fouU 
«*  Your  moderation,  fire,  will  not  cover  you  with  lefs  glory 
**  than  your  viftories.  Perhaps  I  fay  too  much,  though  I 
^^^  fupprefs  more  than  I  utter.     I  cannot  exprefs  my  impa- 

•«  liencc 
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'  •«  ticncc  to  pay  my  court  to  your  majefty,  and  to  merit  what 
•*  you  have  been  pleafed  to  declare  on  my  account.  1  hope  it 
«♦  will  appear  by  my  zeal  for  your  fcrvice,  and  by  the  dc- 
••  votion  with  which  I  am, 

«•  Sire, 

"  Your  majefty's,  &c. 

««  TllO.  ViLLlERS  * 

**  P»  S.  I  have  not  failed  to  acquaint  my  court  with  what 
•*  your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  of  faying  to  mc 
*<  touching  the  guaranty  of  Great  Britain.  I  fhall  follow, 
«<  with  the  fame  exaftnefs,  your  majefty's  orders  refpe^ting 
<<  Mr.  de  Beftuchetf'and  the  minifter  from  Holland. 

Memorial  of  the  Court  of  Drefden. 

•♦  Prague,  9  December,  1745. 
**  Refpefting  what  the  envoy  from  England  has  communi* 
•*  cated  of  the  anfwer  received  from  his  Pruffian  majeftyiand 
*^  a  report  of  which  has  been  made  to  the  king  of  Poland  % 
<*  his  majefty  orders  the  faid  Britifli  minifter  to  be  inforinedt 
<«  that,  after  having,  on  his  fide,  difplayed  fo  much  willing* 
**  nefs  to  re-eftablifli  an  accommodation  and  harmony  with  bit 
•«  Pruffian  majefty,  by  declaring  himfelf  ready  to  accede  to 
**  the  convention  of  Hanover,  he  had  hoped  that  the  faid 
**  king  would  not  refufe  to  accept  the  conditions  annexed  to 
^<  that  amicable  declaration,  namely,  the  ceilation  of  bofts« 
^  lities,  and  of  the  exadioa  of  the  contributsoof  deinandedy 
•«  and  the  reftitution  of  thofe  already  levied* 

««  This  refufal  cannot  but  the  more  fenfibly  affeA  bis  Fdi(h 
^  majefty,  as  it  fliews  him  the  ruin  of  bis  country,  efpedallf 
«<  confidering  the  rigour  wiih  which  the  payment  of  tbecon* 
^«  tributions  is  prefled,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  inhabitaoti  carried 
'  ^<  off  by  force,  the  recruits  exaded  from  the  country,  and 
*^  other  inoamerablc  moleftatioos,  ^cxercifed  coAtrarj  to  thf 
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«<  union  of  dehors,  the  family  compads  fubfifiing  between 
*^  the  two  houfes,  and  againft  all  the  laws  of  the  empire, 

*<  His  Polifli  majefty  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  tore*. 
**  concilc  himfdf  fincerely  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  would, 
<*wi(h  it  might  be  efieded  conjointly  with  her  majefif 
*'  the  emprefs.  The  meaps  of  attaining  this  is  not,  it 
^^  may  be  believed,  by  previoufly  ruining  Saxony  in  fuch  a 
*<  manner  as  that  it  will  not  be  able  to  recoyer  for  maoj 
•*  years. 

<*  This  is  carrying  points  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that>  wbat- 
<c  foever  ruin  may  enfue,  his  Polifh  majefty  cannot  be  reduced 
**  to  the  neceilicy  of  entering  into  fuch  an  accommodationi 
*^  it  being  his  duty,  in  that  cafe,  rather  to  facrifice  even  to  hit 
**  very  laft  man,  and  wait  for  indemnity  in  the  end,  by  the 
«<  fuccour  of  his  allies  and  of  the  whole  empire. 

•*  Befides,  if  his  Prufiian  majefty,  who  knows  the  fourcc 
*^  of  this  war,  had  ever  wifhed,  or  ftill  wiihes,  to  enter  into 
*^  the  juft  views  of  his  Poliih  majefty,  the  fending  a  minifter 
*^  furnifhed  with  the  full  powers  neceflary  to  conclude  an  ac« 
*^  commodation  between  the  two  courts,  Would  not  have  beea 
*<  accompanied  by  the  fmalleft  difficulty ;  and  the  king  ir 
*^  quite  ready  to  expedite  fuch  an  accommodation  as  foon  al 
**  his  Pruflian  majefty  fhall  have  declared  himjelf  more  &^ 
*'  vourably  on  the  above-mentioned  points,  and  given^  with* 
*'  out  delay,  the  neceflary  orders  to  defift  from  harraifing  the 
•*  country. 

«*  As  for  the  reft,  the  king  feels,  in  all  their  forcej^  thefeiK 
*♦  timents  of  efteem  which  his  Pruffian  majefty  profefles  ta 
**  bear  him.  He  will  always  preferve  a  fimilarity  of  attach- 
••  ment,  and  never  forget  the  refped  due  to  Qvery  fovereign, 
•'  and  more  efpecially  to  crowned  heads. 

**  Accordingly,  his  majefty,  who  judges  of  other  fovereigoi 
^*  by  himfelf,  would  never  have  quitted  his  capital  and  coun- 
*<  try  to  t^ke  refuge  here,  had  he  not  apprehended  that  na 
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*'  more  refpeS  would  be  obferved  in  an  open  war,  than  has 
y  been  fhewn  in  tlie  publications  which  preceded  it. 
«  ^*  In  other  refpe^s,  he  meets  the  politen.efs  of  his  Pruffiaq 
'*  majefty  with  all  poffible  gratitude,  and  will  not  fail,  afie^ 
'{the  noble  ailurance  which  has  been  given  of  a  deter  mi  natioi^ 
f^  to  preferve  inviolate  the  fecurlty  of  his  capital,  to  return^ 
•ftoit. 

**  Requefting,  accordingly,  the  envoy  of  England  to  com« 
^  municate  the  contents  of  this  memorial  to  his  Pruffian  ma*, 
*«jefty,  all  points  whatever  Ihall,  in  the  expeftation  of  a. 
^  favourable  anfwer,  be  eventually  prepared  for  the  moaient 
■*  when  it  may  become  neceilary  to  fend  off  a  minifter* 
.•^       V  Done  at  Prague  this  9th  of  December,  1745.** 

Anfwer  of  bis  Majejiy  the  King  ofPrujffia  to  Mr.  FiUiers^ 

•*  Head-jquarters,  Bautzen,  u  December,  1745% 
"Sir,  .    ^ 

.  <<  I  cannot  fufficiently  extol  the  earnefinefs  and  aSivity 
**  you  manifeft  in  recommending  peace  and  accommodatioq 
M  to  the  king  of  Poland.  As  much  as  I  have  reafon  to  be 
^  fatisfied,  fir,  with  your  condu£^,  as  much  am  I  afloniihed, 
^  that  neither  you,  by  your  indefatigable  pains,  nor  I,  with 
*^j{o  much  moderation,  and  the  advantage?  of  fortune,  acQ 
stable  to  bend  the  irreconcileabl^  fpirit  of  the  court. gf 
w  Drefden. 

*^  I  confefs  it  wsiA  difficult  to  conceive  that  a  court  which 
««  thought  itfelf  obliged  to  abandon  its  capital  (hould  attempt 
^  to  prefcribe  hard  laws,  at  a  time,  too,  when  its  friendfhi^ 
«*  and  peace  were  fincerely  afked  for.  It  will  depend  on  the 
V  king  of  Poland  to  efFe<5t  it  at  all  times,  and  when  he  fhall 
<«  .think  proper.  On  my  fide,  I  follow  the  laws  of  war,  and 
<*  repeat  to  you»  what  I  have  already  faid  in  my  preceding 
M  letter,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  fignaiure  of  the.  treaty  by 
^  the  king  of  Poland,  all  boftilities  and  ulterior  contributions 
*lhailceafe. 


^3^  £   I   p   s      or 

<(  If  fortune  had  favoured  the  arms  of  tnj  enemiet^  I  ftmdi 
«<  doubt  whether  they  would  have  been  contented  with  le- 
**  vying  contributions  on  my  country,  and  whether  all  pott 
**  of  it  would  not  have  been  expofed  to  fire  and  fword,  aol 
<^  the  facrifice  of  whole  provinces  demanded  at  my  hands. 
^  After  this,  you  will  allow  that  my  proceedings  have  beci 
^<  much  more  humane ;  and  that,  if  I  have  had  the  good  fiv- 
<*  tune  to  overturn  the  dangerous  projeAs  formed  againft  ne 
^<  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden,  I  have  only  availeJ 
<«  myfelf  of  the  rights  of  war,  as  praftifed  by  all  Europe.  If 
^*  it  be  true,  that  the  king  of  Poland  wiihes  to  avoid  the  nil 
•«  of  his  hereditary  ftates,  it  feems  to  me  that  the  fureft  die- 
<«  thod  of  preventing  it  is  to  accept  the  peace  which  I  b 
**  cordially  offer  :  for  all  the  world  will  agree,  that  eighty 
^  thoufand  men,  though  not  aAuated  by  hatred  and  adioM)- 
<*  fity,  cannot,  in  a  country  like  Saxony,  fail  to  ruin  it  intbe 
«« end. 

*<  My  hands  are  innocent  of  all  the  evil  that  fhall  happen i 
*<  and  I  call  Heaven,  and  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  to  wltnefii 
**  that,  if  the  king  of  Poland  perfifts  in  his  irrecondltfabk 
**  difpofition,  no  perfon  can  condemn  me,  if,  on  my  fide,  I 
«*  pufh  matters  to  the  utmoft  extremity.  For  the  love  of  hu- 
««  manity,  fir,  exert  all  your  endeavours  to  prevent  two 
'*  neighbouring  houfes  from  tearing  eac^  other  to  pieces.  Be 
•«  you  the  organ  of  my  fentiments,  as  you  are  the  depofitary 
•*  of  my  interefts,  and  fave  Saxony  frc^  her  prefent  cala- 
«*  mities,  and  the  grcateft  of  misfortunes  which  now  hangi 
•*  over  her,     I  am,  &c. 

•«  Frbdbricx.*' 

«<  p.  S.  Count  Podewils  is  here  fitice  ycftefday  ;  he  will 
^*  ftill  wait  to  fee  if  there  be  no  method  of  bringing  the 
<<  Saxon  minider  to  more  juft  and  equitable  fentiments.  Let 
•'  the  king  of  Poland,  then,  profit  by  my  difpofition,  and  not 
«•  drive  me  to  extremities. 

«<  I  ihall  fend  you,  to-morrow,  my  remarks  on  the  menao^ 
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!  and  firi£l  union  and  barmopy  with 
3,  by  a  treaty  duly  concluded^  figned^ 

the  belligerent  powers,  9S  u&gciind 
he  fecurity  of  the  two  courts  deaiand^ 
xpe(^,'  that;  inftead  offending  bhhera 
full  powers,  tb^  more  fpeedily  tp  ter*> 
work,  and.put  ^n  end. to  the  calamitici 
rourt  of  Drefden  has  drawn  uponber* 
t,  the  fame  court  ihould  wifh  to  pro- 
orbitant  and  unufual  demand  of  refti^ 
us  reparations  of  all  the  inconveni* 
^ordinary  and  inevitable  cenfequences 

the  king  was  forced  by  the  conduA 
sn  refpeding  bim,  as  it  is  known  to 


ony  ihould  be  thankful  fior  the  kipg*j 
d  acknowledge,  as  the  moft  fignal  paack 
d  pacific  fentiments,  tbath^B  majefty» 
)n  a  full  and  entire  indemnity  for  the 
i  committed  by  the  combioed  ^uftrian 
ilefia,  by  the  contributions  and  forage 
nhabitants,  and  by  the  ruin  of  thd 
be  duchy,  is  pleafed  to  fqrget  the  psJk^ 
a  peace,  and  the  fecurity  of  his  fiatei 
who,  not  content  with  having  invaded 
loint  of  making  a  (imUar  attempt  with 
i  he  had  invited  into  the  heart  of  his 
;  upon  his  maje(ly*s  ancient  hereditary 
word. 

king  generoufly  renounces  his  juft  der 
y  of  all  indemnity  for  the  paft,  much 
er  follow  this  example  in  the  prefent 
innot  be  ignorant  that  the  laws  of  war 
inconveniencies  of  which  ihe  com« 
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**  Handing  his  advantages,  to  limit  himfelf  to  the  fimplel^ 
^<  efiabliOiment  of  the  peace  he  ofiera,  and  which  the  coait 
^  you  are  at  have  in  their  hands,  by  putting  an  end  toiB 
<^  warlike  movements  from  the  very  daf  of  the  figniature  of 
•«  peace  ? 

**  As  for  the  reft,  fir,  ic  feems  as  if  they  wiflied  to  giveyN 
<*  an  unfavourable  impreffion,  by  ill-founded  imputatidni rf 
*«  the  king's  intentions  to  ruin  Saxony^  wbofe  inhabiuAtt 
**  cannot  fufficiently  acknowledge  the  good  order  and  aoBt 
^  difcipline  his  majefiy  has  made  his  troops  obferve  inallthtf 
^  country  they  occupy,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  allies  of  Saxooy,' 
<^  who  have  ravaged  it  wherever  they  have  pafled.  You  mnl 
<^  be  fenfible  that  this  is  not  the  manner  of  ading  when  tbs 
<^  objed  is  to  ruin  a  country.  But  contributions  and  the 
**  fubfiftence  of  an  army  form  too  eflential  a  part  of.  the  laws 
««  of  the  war  we  have  been  compelled  to  wage  to  leave  any 
<<  room  for  cenfure  as  long  as  it  continues,  efpecially  when 
<<  it  refts  wholly  with  the  country  itfelf,  as  is  the  cafe  with 
^<  Saxony,  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  any  day. 

*<  Let  us  redouble  our  pains,  by  making  peace  with  tbe 
*<  court  where  you  refide,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  tran* 
^^  quillity  of  Germany,  and  to  acquit  ourfelves  worthil^t 
"  both  one  and  the  other  of  us,  of  the  moft  glorious  taik  of 
<<  our  miniftry,  which  is  to  contribute,  as  far  as  lies  in  us,  to 
«*  the  happincfs  of  nations.  My  ftay  in  this  country  will  not 
*'  belong.  I  (hall  be  greatly  affliSed,  fhould  my  journey  l»- 
«  come  entirely  fruitlefs,  and  fhould  I  thus  find  myfelf  d^ 
•*  prived  of  the  fatisfadlion  of  affuring  you,  in  perfon,  that 
**  nothing  can  add  to  the  fentiments  of  refpeA  and  cftecn 
**  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

**  The  Count  de  Podkwils.** 

Remarks  on  the  Memorial  of  tbe  Court  of  Drefdtn^ 
<<  If  the  king  has  hitherto  continued  to  give  proofs  of  hfl 
««  moderation  and  iinccre  defure  of  attaining  the  re-efiablifli- 
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f<  ment  of  ^.foKd  peace,  and  firi£l  union  and  harmony  with 

«<  the  court  of  Drefdeo,  by  .a  treaty  duly  concluded^  figned^ 

*^  and  ratified  between  the. .belligerent  powers,  9$  u&geiind 

<*  neceility  as  well  as  the  fecurity  of  the  two  courts  deoiandt 

^^  his  majefty  did  n<)t  expe(3,,that;  inftead  offending  hithera 

f  <  minift^r^.veftei.wjth  full  powers,  th^  more  fpeedily  to  tcr* 

^  ^^  minate  fo  falutary  a  work,  andiput  ^n  end.to  the  calamitici 

.  f  ^  of  a  war  which  the  court  of  Prefden  has  drawn  uponiier* 

y  f<  felf  by  h^f  own  fault,  the  fapie  court  fliould  wifh  to  pro«- 

s  '^  long  them  by  the  exorbitant  and  unufual  demand  of  refill 

f  ^  tutions,  and  previous  reparations  of  all  the  inconvjeni* 

^,,«*  encies  which  are  theordinary  and  inevitable  confcquences 

j^f*  of  a  war  to  wlpiich  the  king  was  forced  by  the  conduA 

5^  maintained  at  Drefden  refpieding  him,  as  it  is  known  tm 

^^allEurope*  .    i    . ,   :  ;  ;;- 

-  V :  "  The  court  of  Sa:xony  fliould  be  thankful  fjor  the  king*j 
.   P*  way  of  thinking,  and  acknowledge,  as  the  moft  fignal  mack 

f^  of  his  moderation  and  pacific  fentiments,  that  hiB  majefty» 
<*  inftead  of  infifting  on  a  full  and  entire  indemnity  for  the 
i^*  invafion  and  ravages  committed  by  the  coml^ii^  Auftrian 
M  and  Saxon  army  in  Silefia,  by  the  contributions  and  forage 
*<  extorted  from  the  inhabitants,  and  by  the  ruin  of  the 
/<  richeft  countries  in  the  duchy,  is  pleafed  to  fqrget  thepafl^ 
^*  and  demands  merely  a  pea.ce,  and  the  fecurity  of  his  fiatei 
:*<  againft  z.  neighbour,  who,  not  content  with  having  invaded 
^*  Silefia,  was  on  the  point  of  making  a  (imilar  attempt  with 
*^  the  foreign  fuccours  he  had  invited  into  the  heart  of  hia 
.««  provinces,  by  falling  upon  his  maj.e(ly*s  ancient  hereditary 
**  ftates  with  fire  and  fword. 

<*  If,  therefore,  the  king  generoufly  renounces  his  juft  der 
•*  mand  againft  Saxony  of  all  indemnity  for  the  paft,  much 
«<  more  fliould  the  latter  follow  this  example  in  the  prefent 

-  «<  cafe,  wherein  flie  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the  laws  of  war 

-  «<  fully  authorize  the  inconveniencies  of  which  ihe  com- 
•*  plains* 
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<<  All  that  can  be  required  with  juftice  and  reafon  on  fudi 
**  an  occafion,  is  to  ceafe  hoftilities,  contributions,  and  fub- 
*<  fiftence  for  the  troops,  from  the  daj  of  the  conclufion  and 
*•  fignature  of  peace. 

<«  Such  is  the  ufage  uniformly  eftabliflied  and  conftantlf 
^'  pra^tifed  between  all  fovereigns  in  war,  and  in  cverj  treaty 
«*  of  peace  that  is  concluded. 

<*  To  wifh  to  depart  from  it,  and  obfiinatcl j  to  infift  oa 
**  the  contrary,  is  tantamount  to  a  refufal  of  all  reafonabk 
**  terms  of  accommodation. 

«<  In  this  fituation  the  two  courts  now  ftand,  and  the 
'*  king's  ofFers  on  this  head  as  dtcifively  juftify  his  condudi 
<<  as  the  refufal  of  the  court  of  Drefden  to  acquiefce  in  i 
^<  affords  room  to  doubt  of  its  fincere  wiflies  for  a  fpeedyac« 
«<  commodation.  It  is  with  a  bad  grace  that  the  appal  n 
«<  made  at  Drefden  to  the  union  of  the  eledors,  the  familj 
*^  compacts  between  the  two  houfes,  and  the  laws  of  the  em- 
<<  pi  re.  Thefe  refpedable  barriers  (hould  have  flopped  and 
•*  prevented  the  court  of  Saxony  from  proceeding  to  the  firft 
<<  attack  on  the  king's  dominions,  and  from  confpiriDg  to 
*<  bring  on  that  total  ruin  with  which  (he  has  publicly  me- 
*<  naced  them.  It  is  for  the  king,  as  the  party  injured  and 
*<  attacked,  that  thefe  engagements  and  thefe  laws  fpeak, 
**  againft  his  enemies  and  aggreflbrs,  who,  after  doing  bim 
*<  every  poflxhle  mifchief,  and  failing  in  that  which  they  bad 
«  prepared  for  him,  ought  to  acknowledge  themfelves  in  the 
«  wrong,  and  efteem  themfelves  very  happy  that  he  contents 
•<  himfelf  with  obliterating  every  trace  of  the  paft,  and  ot 
<<  fering  his  hand  to  a  reciprocal  abolition  of  all  forts  of  in- 
^<  demnity.  Can  this  be  called  pufliing  things  to  extremity 
<<  on  the  part  of  the  king,  and  feeking  the  total  ruin  oft 
<*  country,  which  his  majefly  wifhcs  with  fo  much  ardour  to 
**  prevent  by  a  fpcedy  conclufion  of  peace,  and  by  a  total ccf- 
<<  fation  of  all  hoftilities  and  contributions  from  the  day  of 
*'  the  fignature  of  peace  ? 

"  Wbofe 
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*«  Wfiofe.  fault  will  it  prove,  if  Saxony  continues  to  fufFet 
*?  the  calamities  of  a  defenfive  war,  on  the  p^rt  of  the  king, 
*'  who  offers,  and  who  prefles  to  put  an  end  to  them  by.th'0 
*'  mere  reftoration  of  peace,  without  requiring  the  fmalleft 
*'  facrifice  or  indemnity  ?  Who  will  become  the  caufeof  th^. 
•«  prolongation  of  the  troubles  f  Is  it  the  perfon  who  infifts 
•'  on  a  fpeedy  accommodation  to  terminate  them,  or  he  who 
*'  tacks  to  it  conditions  never  admitted  under  the  cuftoms 
*'  which  have  prevailed,  in  the  courfe  of  any  war  whatfo- 
^*  ever,  from  the  commencement  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  fuch  as 
**  the  king's  advantages  have  converted  into  a  nature  which 
**  cannot  admit  even  of  a  prbpofition,  granting  that  a  finterC 
**  wifli  of  accommodation  wrth  him  adlually  exifted  ? 

"As  for  the  reft,  if  the  king  of  Poland,  as  the  memorial 
**  infinuatiss,  does  fincerely  wifli  for  a  reconciliation  with  the 
*<*king,  in  concert  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  his  majefty  will 
«*  never  be  removed  froiti  it  i  and  let  the  court  of  Drefden  re- 
*<  colled  that  the  choice  is  left  with  it,  either  to  make  peace 
*«  fcparaiiBly,or  conjointly  with  that  of  Vienna,  with  the  king, 
*'  whov  on  his  fide,  hais  given  fo  many  openings  to  one  and  to 
.«'  the  othet*,  that  he  may  boldly  defy  all  Europe  to  impute  to 
**  him  the  fmalleft  reproach  refpefting  the  purity  of  his  fen* 
**  timent^  on  that  fubje<£t 

«'  It  IS  to  be  hoped,  however,4hat  the  court  of  Drefden, 
-*«  reflecting  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  its  alSiirs,  and  on  the 
^*  cruel  neceflity  to  which  it  has  reduced  the  king,  of  availing 
**  hitnfelf  of  his  advantages  to  procure  all  imaginable  fecurity, 
^<  will  no  longer  defer  fending  a  minifter  authorized  fpeediljr 
<«  to  conclude  a  peace  fo  defirable  and  fo  neceffary  to  the  re- 
f*  ciprocal  welfare  of  both  ftates,  without  making  fo  falutary 
*•  a  work  hinge  on  demands  incompatible  with  the  laws  6f 
*«  wa^,and  the  ufages  invariably  pradifed  on  fimilar  occafioits* 
>♦  This  will  be  the  touchftone  of  the  fincerity  of  the  court  of 
•*  Drefden ;  and  fliould  it  refufc,  no  other  conclufions  can  h^ 
i*  drawn,  but  that  it  is  intended  to  amufe  the  king,  make 
.     Vot.U  Z  •*hJo> 
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**  him  forfeit  his  prefent  advantages,  and  thus  gain  fuiBcknt 
*^  time  to  carry  into  execution  the  vaft  projeds  meditated 
<*  againft  his  majefty's  dominions,  which  divine  Providence, 
<*  and  the  glorious  fucccfs  of  the  king's  arms,  have  hitherto  fo 
«<  happily  fruftrated/' 

LettiT  from  Mr.  VilUirs  to  his  Majefty  tbi  King  tf  Pruffitu 

"  Prague,  13  December^  1745; 
"Sire, 

^<  In  confequence  of  your  majefty *8  orders  of  the  nth  in- 
*^  ftant,  I  have  again  reprefented  here  your  fentiments  in  fa- 
*<  vour  of  peace,  and  of  the  perfon  of  the  king  of  Poland ;  nor 
<<  have  I  either  failed  to  ftate  your  majefty's  refolutioat  to 
<<  continue  warlike  operations  until  the  accommodation  (hall 
<<  be  afcertained,  or  remained  filent  concerning  the  miferiei 
<<  which  will  refult  from  them  to  Saxony^  though  conduced 
<<  without  hatred  or  animofity ,  and  by  tropps  whofe  difcipline^ 
^^  as  well  as  bravery,  conftitute  the  admiration  of  Eunqie.  I 
*<  have  again  taken  the  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  an  extraA  of 
<^  your  majefty's  letter,  in  order  to  convey,  with  prccifion 
*^  and  energy,  the  intimation  of  your  wiihes  for  the  wel&re 
<^  of  Germany.     Count  Briihl  has  juft  defired  me  to  let  your 
^'  majefty  know,  that  the  mind  of  the  king  his  matter  is  aU 
*'  ways  fincerely  difpofed  to  a  reconciliation  with  your  ma- 
•*  jefty,  and  that  he  will  fend  Mr.  Saul  this  evening  to  Dref- 
<^  den,  to  inform  his  cabinet  of  the  inftrudtions  to  be  given  to 
*^  the  minifter  to  be  employed  in  this  negociation,  and  who 
*'  wil!  be  expedited  without  lofs  of  time. 

•'  The  king  of  Poland  wifhes  me  to  go  with  this  minifter. 
**  My  obedience  to  his  orders  will  be  accompanied  with  the 
**  greateft  anxiety  to  'pay  my  court  to  your  majefty.  Count 
<<  Briihl  thinks  that  the  minifter  in  queftion  will  be  able  tofet 
*<  out  about  Saturday  or  Sunday.  In  the  mean  while,  they 
f  ^  acknowledge  the  ncceility  of  procuring  fubfiftence  for  the 

•«  troops; 
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^  troops ;  but  flatter  themfelves  that  thofe  of  your  majcfty 
^  will  require  nothing  more. 

*<  As  thi$  anfwer  feems  to  pave  the  way  for  your  majefty'a 
^^  main  objed,  I  communicate  it  to  your  majefty,  without 
*^  waiting  for  the  remarks  you  have  the  goodaefs  to  fay  yo« 
^^  will  fend  me  on  the  memorial  of  this  court  of  the  9tk 
•*  inftant« 

*«  Your  msyefty's  expreflions,  full  of  indulgence,  embolden 
'*  me  to  ofi«r  to  your  confideration^  whether  the  belt  method 
*«  of  bringing  this  great  work  fooner  to  perfe£lion,  and  of 
*<  rendering  it  morefolid,  would  not  be  by  engaging  the  court 
*<  of  Vienna  to  partake  in  it.  The  converfations  I  have  had 
^*  with  count  liarrach,  fince  I  came  here,  give  me  reafon  to 
<<  hope  tint  means  might  be  found  with  his  miftrefs^  who  i» 
«*  ready  to  live  in  perfe£fc  friend(hip  with  your  majefty,  if  it 
*<  werepoffihleto  obtain  (as  he  fays)  fome  qualification  of 
*'  the  articles  of  the  convention  of  Hanover.  Your  majefty  V 
<'  approbation  would  augment,  if  that  were  poffible,  my  zeal 
^*  for  your  fervice*  It  is  a  recompenfe  far  beyond  my  necit. 
^<  The  ftudy  of  my  life  ihall  be  to  preferve  it,  and  to  evince 
*'  the  perfed  devotion  with  which  I  am» 

'«  Sire, 
**  Your  majefty's  moft  fubmiffive, 

*<  And  moft  faithful  fervanC,, 

•«  Tho.  VillIers/* 

Anfwer  of  Ins  JMajifiy.  tit  King  of  Fm^  to  Mr^  VilUers. 

*<^Drefden,  18  December,  1745. 
«  Sir, 

**  I  was  greatly  furprifed  at  receiving  pfopofitioos  of  peace 

^*  upon  the  day  of  a  battle,  and  I  am  fuficientiy'  convinced  of 

^*  the  want  of  fincerity  of  the  Saxon  miniftcra  by  the  return 

**  of  prince  Charlea  of  Lorraine  into  Saxony.     Fortune, 

*^  which  has  feconded  my  caufe,  has  enabled  me  very  power* 

<(  fiilLy^  to  rcfent  this  fort  of  proccseding;  buc^  far&um  enter*' 

Z  2  «*  taiiung 


*<  taining  fuch  fentimentB,  I  again  offer,  for -the  laft  tkneyinf 
<*  fricndihip  to  the  king  of  Poland.  My  fucceflfet  do  nor 
*^  blind  me  ;  and  though  I  might  have  irteifdn  t<y  be  elated 
<^with  my  (ituation,  I  ftill  remain  in  the  famefonttments^of 
•*  preferring  peace  to  war  ;  and  I  wait  onljr  till  IVIr»;de  Bu- 
*'  low  and  Mr.  Rex  receive  their  full  powers  to  lenter  into 
•*  a  conference  with  count  Podewils,  who  will  arrive  here* 
••  this  evening  or  to-morrow. 

<*  I  cannot,  however,  conceal  from  you  my  furprife«  that 
<>  an  Englifh  minifter  (hould  advife  me  to  depart fpom  a* treaty 
*'  I  have  made  with  the  king  his  mailer,  and  which  h  gua-' 
"  rantied  by  Great  Britain.    •      .         • 

**  You  are  more  likely  to  perceive  me  perifh,  with  my 
•«  whole  army,  than  relax  from  the  fmalleft  minutiae  of  this 
«<  treaty.  If  the  queen  of  Hungary,  then,' once  for  all,  wilhes 
•*  to  make  peace,  I  am  ready, -to  fign  it,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
**  vc^tion  of  Hanover ;  and,  fhould  (he  totally  arejed  it,  lihall 
•«  ftand  juftified  in  raifing  my  preteniions  on  her.      .J 

•'  Let  me  know,  therefore,  the  laft  refolutions  of  the  kipg 
*•  of  Poland,  that  I  may  learn,  whether  he  prefers  the  total 
^*  ruin  of  his  country  to  its  prefervation  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
•*  whether  he  is  inclined  rather  to  excite  the  fatal  combuftion 
•*  of  this  war,  than  to  return  to  peace  with  his  neighbours, 
•'  and  pacify  Germany.     I  am,  with  all  poflible  efteem,  &c. 

**  Frederick." 

(5 1 )  Relatkn  of  the  Battle  ofKiffelfdorf.  . 
•'The  14th  of  December  the  army  marched  in  four  co- 
'•  lumns,    and  direSed  its    courfe   towards  the  village  of 
*«  Rcehrfdorf,  in  order  of  battle. 

'  *♦  The  next  day,  the  i^th,  the  march,  was  continued  in 
•*  four  columns,  and  the  army  paffed  to  the  right  of  the  fmall 
**  town  of  Wilfdorf*  The  van-guard,  entirely  compofed  of 
••  hufiars,  began  to  (kirmifli  at  this  plaee  with  SybUXky's 
<•  torps,  and|  after  more  than  half  an*  hour's  march,*  we  peT'^ 

*r.    -  •  <*  ceivcd 
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•*xdved  the*  fencmy*s  army  drawn  up  in  front  upon  the 
>•'  heights  of  Bennerich  and  Keffelftlorf,  fo  as  to  have  their 
'*  fight  wing  oppofite  to  Bennerich,  and  their  left  behind 
**  Keflelfdorf,  which  count  iloudowfky  had  filled  with  feven 
•*  or  eight  battalions  of  grenadiers,  Auftrian  and  Saxon^  and 
**  a  confiderable  number  of  cannon.  All  his  firft  line,  and 
**  the  greateft  part  of  his  fecond,  from  the  left  wing  to  the 
**  centre,  were  infantry.*  The  remainder  of  hjs  fecond  line, 
**  and  all  the  third,  confified  of  cavalry.  The  batteries  on 
^«  the  front  and  flanks  of  Keflelfdorf.  Were  fupported  on  the 
**  right  by  twelve  fquadrons  ofidfagpons^  and  on  the.  left  by 
•*  Sybilflcy's  corps,  and  (bme  companies  of  grenadiers,  pofted 
**  in  the  ravins  and  hollow  ways.  -  The  left  wing  commenced 
**  behind  thervHlage,  extending  towards  that  of  Zoelmen:;  it 
**  was  likewife  covered  by  a  great  battery  :  the  centre  behind 
*'  Zoelmen  had  in  front  a  morafi  and  two  batteries^  The 
<^  right  in  front  of  the  village  of  Bennerich  was  fortified  by 
"  a  battery  and  by  the  valley  of  Ztfchou>  which  rendered-ihe 
«*  approach  to  it  almoft  impoffible.  A  little  higher:,  to  the 
♦*  right,  betAveen  the  viHages  of  Ockerwitz  apd  Brifcwitz^ 
**  count  Grunn's  corps  was  flsltioned,  except  the  iv^  cavalry 
**  regiments  of  Behthehn  atidHdhenzollern^,  which  com^ 
^*  pofed  the  right  wing  of  th^  fecond  line  of  il^e  Saxons. 

*'  The^  prince  of  Anhalt,having  examined' the  pofitiop  of  the 
<«  enemy,  determined  to  make  hisattack  tn  the  left ;  confi- 
'•*  dent  of  Vifiory,  if  he  could  dfice  get- poffcffion  of  the  poft 
"  of  Keflelfdorf,  and  thus  g'ofti  the  flank.'  For  thi;s  pu*- 
•<*  pofe,  he  ranged  his  army  fo  that  ^the  right  of  his  cavalry 
>*  pafl*ed  the  front  of  the  village  between- the  prino«,'8  road 
««  and  the  wood  calFfeQ  L.ark^s  Bufli  (Lercheribufcb).  The 
.*<  whole  infentry  formed  two  lines  betwecn/this  little  wood 
V  and  the  great  birch- tree,  by  the  uoad  of  WilfdrouflFj  and 
*<  the  cavalry  of  the  left  filled  the  intermediate  fpace  bciween 
^<  theroad  and  the  village  of  Roetfcbt  forn»ing»;  front  liko- 
f^wife  to  the:wfaoie;extrat  gi  tboTSttoiiiarmy^  ^iihoMt 
.0  "  Z  3  "  giving 
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<<  giving  himfelf  much  concern  about  count  Grann*8  ooqpi, 
^<  which,  by  fearchingforan  inacccffible  poft,  had  ibcoYcred 
^<  itfelf  with  ravins,  morafles,  and  defiles,  as  to  render  it  im* 
**  poffible  to  quit  it  fo  as  to  make  a  forward  movement.    It 
*<  was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  fhortnefs  of 
<<  the  days  not  allowing  any  fuperfluous  arrangements,  the 
*<  prince  loft  no  time  in  commencing  the  attack  of  the  vil- 
*<  lage  by  three  battalions  of  grenadiers  under  major-genend 
^  Hertzberg,  followed  by  three  battalions  of  the  regiment 
<<  of  Anhalt,  and  fupported  by  five  fquadrons  of  Stille^s 
**  cuiraffiers.     They  marched  up  with  great  intrepidity  ;  btK 
•<  the  fire  of  thirty  cannon  well  ferved,  and  that  of  fevea 
«<  battalions  of  grenadiers  who  occupied  the  village,  was  fo 
<'  deftrudive,  that  they  were  obliged  to  turn  a  little  to  the 
<<  right,  in  order  to  avoid  facrificing  the  whole  body  atone 
*'  blow.    The  fame  attack,  however,  was  re-commenced, 
<«  but  proved  ftill  more  difaflrous ;  which  encouraged  the 
<<  enemy's  grenadiers  to  make  a  fally,  the  better  to  repulfe  the 
*<  aflailants,  or  perhaps  to  feize  their  field- pieces.     This 
<'  fally  it  was  which  caufed  their  ruin,  and  preferved  the 
*^  Prudians:  for,  the  prince  having  ordered  the  dragoons  of 
**  Benin  to  precipitate  themfelves  full  fpeed  upon  chegrena- 
«*  diers,  they  foon  carried  their  point,  overthrew  them,  and, 
•*  at  once,  entered  with  them  into  the  village,  where  they  oc- 
**  cafioned  a  dreadful  carnage,  whilft  fome  battalions  took 
«<  pofleffion  of  the  batteries  and  of  this  whole  poft  ;  and  the 
**  regiment  of  Stillc's  cuiraffiers,  leaving  Kefielfdorf  on  the 
«*  right,  drove  away  the  infantry  and  cavalry  remaining  in 
<«  the  defiles  and  on  the  heights,  and  gained  even  the  flank  of 
**  their  army. 

*<  During  this  occurrence,  our  whole  front  advanced,  and 
•*  the  aftion  became  almoft  general.  The  right  wing  of  our 
*<  infantry  pafled  the  village  and  its  environs,  pufhed  the  ene>- 
*•  my's  regiments  that  were  in  their  way,  and  threw^  both 
^  their  lines  into  confufions  and  the  more  foas  the  cavalry 
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**  of  our  right  not  only  completely  gained  their  flank,  but 
M  alfo  attacked  them  in  the  rear,  having  met  with  but  little 
«<  vigour  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  enemy's  fquadrons,  who, 
^*  after  the  firft  fhock,  gave  way  and  quitted  the  field.  This 
^^  movement  was  accompanied  by  that  of  the  centre  and  the 
•*  left  wing*  From  the  latter  fome  battalions  were  detached, 
^*  who  took  pod  towards  Zoelmen,  where  they  maintained 
^<  themfelves  in  fpite  of  the  difficulty  of  the  ground  and  the 
**  terrible  fire  of  the  Saxon  artillery,  which  continued  to  batter 
^^  their  flanks.  Shortly  after,  the  whole  line  advanced  acrofs 
•*  the  moraflTes  between  Keffclfdorf,  Zoelmen,  and  Bennerich, 
<^  attacked  the  centre  and  right  of  the  enemy,  and  put  them 
^^  to  flight  without  much  refiilance,  their  left  wing  being  al- 
«*  ready  completely  beaten.  There  ftill  remained  fifty  fqua- 
^^  drons  on  the  heights  behind  Zcelmen,  which  might  have 
<<  done  fome  mifchief  had  they  fallen  on  our  battalions, 
<^  which,  having  haftily  paflTed  the  ravins  behind  the  bank,  and 
^<  without  taking  time  to  rally,  mounted  towards  the  heights 
^^  in  unformed  bodies.  But  their  fire,  irregular  as  it  was,  in 
**  advancing  rapidly  towards  this  cavalry,  fo  difconcerted 
<^  them,  that  they  wheeled  about,  and  thought  ipf  nothing 
*'  but  efcaping  ;  whilfl  the  corps  under  count  Grunn,  which 
*'  bad  remained  quiet  fpe£iators  of  the  affair,  retreated  alfo^ 
"  and  augmented  the  number  of  the. fugitives.  Thus  the 
**  defeat  of  the  enemy  was  total." 

(52)  S^tt^tter  from  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  Mr.  Fi/lters, 
from  Drefden,  December  18,  I74S^   p.  339. 

(53)  Extraft  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  Dref- 
den,  between  the  king  of  Pruifia  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
eledtor  of  Saxony. 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  a  folid  peace  and  reconciliation, 
and  a  fincere  friendfhip,  and  flri£l  union  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood, between  his  majefi:y  the  kingof  Pruflia  on  the  one 

Z  4  hand. 
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hand,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  on  the  other ;  Id 
that  the  two  high  contradling  parties  ihall  cultivate  with  each 
other  periedl  harmony  and  good  underftanding^  hy  ftrivingto 
advance  their  mutual  incereftsi  and  remove  every  obftacle 
>vhich  may  either  trouble  or  encroach  upon  them. 

Art.  II.  There  {hall  likewife  be  a  general  amnefty  and 
eternal  oblivion  between  their  faid  majeflies  of  all  that  has 
pafTcd  on  occafion  of  the  prefent  war,  and  no  indemnity  (hall 
be  further  mentioned  or  demanded ;  but  all  the  reciprocal 
pretenfions  occafioned  by  the  two  laft  wars,  after  the  death  of 
Charles  V.  between  their  majeilies  the  king  of  Pru0ia  and  the 
king  of  PoIand,whether  by  the  entrance  or  pailage  of  chetrpopsr 
on  one  fide  or  the  other  into  their  reciprocal  ftates,  or  for 
other  exa£iions,  contributions,  forage,  magazines,  or  military 
cxcefles,  and  other  damages,  of  what  nature  and  under  what 
name  foever  they  may  be,  iball  remain  extini^,  annulled,  and 
annihilated,  and  no  further  mention  be  ever  made  of  them. 

Art.  III.  All  hoflilities  and  military  operations,  on  one 
fide  and  the  other,  fhail  entirely  ceafe,  reckoning  from  the 
date  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace,  if  they  have  not  already 
ceafed :  and,  as  for  contributions,  the  dates  of  Saxony  and 
the  cliy  of  Leipfic,  under  the  fpecial  guaranty  and  the  moft 
fpeedy  execution  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  folemnly 
cng^g<-'  2nd  firmly  promife  to  pay  to  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pfuftu,  befidcs  the  contributions  or  fuch  other  fums  as  he 
may  have  already  drawn,  under  what  pretext  foever,  until  the 
220  of  this  month,  from  the  countries  belonging  to  the  king 
of  Poland,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  oi  German  crowns, 
at  the  rate  of  24  gros  per  crown  5  which  fum  fliall  be  paid 
to  his  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruflla,  in  ready  money  and  iri 
good  ducats  and  louis  d'or,  at  the  next  iair  of  Leipfic  in 
1746,  with  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent.  Reckoning  from  the 
23d  of  this  month  until  the  t^rm  of  payment;  and  his  faid 
rnajcfty  the  king  of  Poland  engages  and  promifes  to  take  care, 
^^  gupa-jiniee  of  the  f^d  pa)ment;^  th^t  it  Ciall  take  place  at 

tbo 


FREDERICK      II,  ^4^ 

the  ftipulated  term,  without  the  fmalleft  abatement,  liquida- 
tion, compenfacion,  or  exception,  under  whatever  denomi- 
nation, pretext,  or  nature  they  may  be :  on  which  conditions 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  has  ceafcd,  from  the  aad  of 
this  month,  all  contributions  and  demands  in  money,  recruits^ 
horfes,  waggons,  and  drivers,  in  all  the  eleftorate  of  Saxony 
and  its  dependencies,  and  namely  in  Upper  and  Lower  Lu- 
fatia,  the  whole  in  conformity  with  the  a£l  of  aflurance 
given  by  the  council  of  ftate  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Po- 
land, dated  at  Drefden  the  21ft  of  this  month,  which  zEt 
ihall  be  reftored  to  the  faid  miniftry,  after  the  payment  of  the 
faid  fum  of  one  million  of  German  crowns.  But  if,  con- 
trary to  all  expe£lation,  and  from  the  impoffibility  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  orders,  though  expedited  and  fent  off  the  21ft  of  this 
month,  being  able  to  reach  in  time  certain  remote  places,  it 
fhould  happen,  from  ignorance,  that  the  faid  orders  may  have 
been  contravened  on  the  aid  or  23d,  and  fomc  money  taken 
here  and  there,  the  difpofition  of  what  is  above  ftipulated 
fhall  not  remain  lefs  valid,  nor  (hall  any  pretext  be  thence  ad« 
mitted  to  fet  it  afide. 

The  armies  of  the  king  of  PrufEa  fhall  totally  evsfcuate  all 
the  countries  and  hereditary  ftates,  towns,  places,  and  forts, 
belonging  to  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  in  the  ftate  they 
were  found  in,  with  refpeft  to  their  fortifications,  defences, 
and  enclofures,  when  occupied,  reftoring  their  arms  to  the 
inhabitants  of  fuch  places,  except  fuch  as  have  been  found  to 
belong  to  the  army  of  his  Pruflian  majefty,  and  have  been 
purchafed  from  Pruflian  deferters,  in  the  fpace  of  15  days  at 
fartheft,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  this  fhall  commence  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  of  Drefden  immediately  after  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications,  and  that  of  Leipfic  the  eighth  d^y 
jifter,  &c. 

Art.  IV.  All  the  Saxon  officers  and  foldiers,  prif«>ners,  in- 
cluding the  cadets  and  militia  of  the  country,  fhaU  be  releafed 
.       ^  -  without 
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without  ranfom,  and  their  arms  reftored  after  the  ratificatios 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  except  thofe  who  have  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  ;  but  the  militia-men  fhall  be 
reftored,  who  are  eftabliilied  and  have  pofleffions  in  the 
country. 

Art.  V.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  engages  for  him- 
felf  and  his  fuccefibrs  and  heirs  of  both  fexes,  in  perpetuityi 
to  accede  to  and  accept,  purely  and  fimply,  the  conventioA 
concluded  at  Hanover  the  26th  of  Auguft,  new  ftile»  of  this 
year,  between  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  in 
Germany. 

Art.  VI.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  engages  and  pnvi 
mifes,  likewife,  to  furniih,  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  fron 
the  date  hereof,  on  the  part  of  her  majefty  thequeen  hisconfort, 
for  her  and  her  heirs  of  both  fexes,  a  folemn  slA  of  ceffion  of 
the  eventual  claims  they  might  one  day  make,  by  virtue  of 
the  pragmatic  fan6lion,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  as  even^ 
tual  heirs  of  that  houfe,  after  its  extindion,  to  all  the  coun- 
tries and  ftates  ceded  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  the  treaty 
of  Breflaw,  of  the  year  1742,  to  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  of  both  fexes,  in  perpetuity, 
further  promifing  never  to  moleft  his  Pruffian  majefty,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  of  either  fex,  for  ever,  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  pofltilion  of  the  faid  ftates  and  countries  ceded  by 
the  treaty  of  Breflaw,  under  any  name,  title,  or  pretext  wbat- 
foever,  either  diredly  or  indiredlly ;  as  likewife  always  to 
give  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
the  fame  titles  with  refpedt  to  thofe  ftates,  as  ftipulated  in  the 
faid  treaty  of  Breflaw. 

Arc.  VII,  To  obviate  all  contefiations  and  difputes  which 
have  arifen  between  his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
eieclor  of  Saxony,  refpedling  the  toll  at  Fiirftenberg  on  the 
Oder,  and  on  the  paflage  of  Schildo,  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Poland,  for  himfelf,  bis  heirs,  &c.  cedes  to  his  Pruffian  ma- 
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jtttff  bis  heirs,  &c«  agllinft  M  tquivalenC  of  f#ift€  ptrcdi  of 
Silefia,  interlocked  within  Lufatia,  or  fach  fimilaf  equivalent 
in  landi  or  fubjeds  (and  the  high  contrafting  (Miriies  (hall 
Dame  conamifioners  to  regulate  the  affair  and  coiHplete  the 
exchange  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  fig* 
mature  of  the  preient  treaty,  in  fu<;h  a  way  as  that  neither  of 
the  hi^  contrading  parties  ihall  lofe  by  the  exchange),  the 
town  and  toll  of  FSrftenberg  on  the  Oder,  with  its  depeit-  ' 
dencies,  and  the  village  of  Schildo,  tefervlng,  however,  the 
rights  of  individuals  and  the  dominium  utiU  they  may  have 
there ;  fo  that  the  two  banks  of  the  Oder  on  this  fide  Audi 
i  henceforward  belong  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  his  fucceflbr^, 
&c«  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  and  his  fttcceflbrt^ 
can  no  longer  pretend  to  or  eflabliih  Uny  other  toll  on  the 
Oder,  or  in  any  way  whatever  interrupt  its  free  eouffe,  ia 
like  manner  as  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  can  never  make 
any  claim  on  the  equivdent  he  fhaU  cede  to  die  kifig  of 
Poland. 

Art.  VIIL  The  Proteftant  rel%>on  ihall  be  maintained 
and  preferved  in  all  the  dates  and  provinces  of  the  deAorate 
of  Saxony,  incli«ding  Upper  and  Lower  Lufatia,  t^  well  as  m 
all  the  ftates  and  provinces  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Prufta, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  peace  «f  Weftphalia,  without 
fuffering  at  any  tkne  the  fmalleft  innovation. 

Art  IX.  The  cartel  concluded  afBreflatv  in  1741,  between 
their  majeftics  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  king  of  Poland,  . 
eleAor  of  Saxony,  ihall  fubfift  in  all  its  force,  and  be  reli- 
giouily  obferved  on  one  iSde  afid  the  other. 

Art.  X.  All  abufes  which  ha^re* been  introduced  into  com- 
merce, to  the  prejudice  of  the  countries,  ftates,  and  refpeflive 
fub^ds  of  the  two  cofitraAinf  f^^wtj  Aall  be  reciprocally 
and  faithfully  redreifed,  either  by  eniiistiy  aboliihing  them  on 
one  fide  and  the  other,  or  by  arranging  the  master  aoiicably 
in  a  fubfequem  conveatiesu 

His 


•  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia^witf,  alfo;  grant  a  free  pA 
&ge  on  paflports  fram  his  Poli/h  ihafjefty,  and  on  thofe  t)f  the 
court  for  Sitefia  In  Poland,  as  well  for  what  his  majeffy  ihall 
eaufe  to  be  eitheir  impotted  or  exported  from  or  into  Poland 
or  Saxony.  "     "         - 

Art.  XI.  All  the  vaflals  and  fub}ed$  of  his-  majefty  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  as  well  sis  thofe  who  ^re  in  his  fervice,  whe* 
ther  military  or  civil,  and  who  have  capitals  in  Saxony,  fhall 
be  faithfully  reimburfed  their  capitals  and '  intenft,  at  their 
term  of  payment,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  obli- 
gations. •  r    ■ 

Art.  XII.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  fliall  ad,  with 
refpe6t  to  the  Eltdbral  Palatine  houfe,  in  conformity^  widi ' 
the  XTth  article  t)f  the  convention  of.Hanover  *,  of  the  26 
Auguft  of  the-prefcnt  year. 

Art.  XI'II.  H<^  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffian  h» 
majefty  thekingofGre^t  Britain,  andtheirhrgbmightineflfes 
the  States  General  of  the  Low  Countries,  (hall  be  invited  by 
the  two  contraSihg  parties  to  be  pleafed  to  guaranty  this 
treaty  of  peace,  reconciliation,  and  a^ity  ;  biit  it  ftiall  not 
thelefs  exift  in  all  its  force,  and  in  ail  it^  points  and  arttdcsi 
even  (hould  not  thefe  guaranties  be  obtained;       * 

Art.  XIV.  The  prefent  treaty  of  peace  fliall  be  ratified  on 
one  fide  and  the  other,  and  the  ratifications  be  expeditedand 
exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  tehdays  from  the  ddtt  of 
the  fignature  of  this  treaty,  or  fooner  if  may  be. 

Extras  of  the  Treaty  of  P,eace  between  the  Emprefs'^uti  and 
the  King  of  Frujfw. 

.  :  1  Drefden^  25  December^  1745, 
Art.  I.  There  (hall,  be  a  peace,  and  conftant  and  inviolabte 

friendfhip,  between  the  coQtradling  parties,  &c.  '  ,; 

Art.  II.  The.  preliminary  reticles. of  the  peace  of  BjteflaWj 

of  the  nth  of  June,  1742,  and.th?  definitive,  ue^^^y  pf dbf 

•  See  the  Convention  of  Hanover,  p.  351. 

fame 
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'  tSme  [i^ee,  %ned  att  Berlin  aSthof  July  of  the  farte  yc*r,.- 

"ae  likcwife  thciixation  of  the  limits  of  the  year  1742,  «wicfe. 

^be  con^cntionof  the  preliminary  articles, of  peace iig^iedat- 

Hailover  the  26th  -of  Auguft«)f  the  prefent  year,  fliair,  ferv^ 

as  the  foundation  and  bafis  of  the  preient  definitive  treaty  of^ 

t  peace  between  her  majeSyrthe  emprefs-queen  aiid  the  king  of, 

rPrufiiay  &:c.  ^11  ther^bove-ODe/itioned  treaties  being  herebiy 

K  lilffnewed  and  cdnfirmed.tn  thevftrongefl  and  moft  folemn  man* 

loer^  with  all  the  renunciations  made  by  fol<^n>a3^9  as  welt^ 

I  on  the  part'  of  thfe  princes  <jf  the  .hpufe. royal  of  Pruffia  and; 

jjrthe  eleftoral  hoiife.of  Br^ndenbourg,  as  on.tbe  part.-df  thC) 

fiates  of  Bohemia,  which  faid  a<£ls  on.  one  fide  and  the  other 

atre  deemed  vto  fubfift  for  ever,  &c*.i  •_..'..  arid  as  her  ma-s; 

^fty  the  emprefsrqueen  jenouncea  »U  th^  preUnfions,  flie, 

might  haveor  formagalnft/tl^e.ilatesiof  his  majefty  the. king' 

tf.  Pruflia,  and  on  all  thofe  which  have  been  ceded  to/hinv  by 

tjie  treaty  of  Brcflaw,  as  alfo  all  recompenfeaiKl  indemnity  fori 

the  loffes  and  damages  ftie  and  her  ftates  may  hav&  fuffer^d  i«|} 

?  the  lat^  war,,and  all  -fortsof  pretenfions^  and  other  demands 

for  arrears  of  contfcibulionj,  s^^  well^ncient  as.n^odcrn,  &c.  iifv 

the  ftatcs  of  his  majefty.theiking-of.Pruflia,  naaiely,.in  ^hofer 

which  were  ceded: to. him  by  thc.tr»ty<x>£,Bre/lavv^  r/epeatingj 

every  thing  that  has  been   ft ipu luted  ia  article  Vk  of .  thal^ 

ti:eaty;9  to  abQliih  on  one  fide  and  the  Qth)Qr»ll  pret^iionspf 

Avhat  nature  foever;  her  Imperial- majefty.j'enQtinces  ici  like; 

manner  all  expe<^Bcie$  and  furvH'orjfhifMs  which  jthedeceafed: 

emperor  Charles  VI.. might  have  grafted  on  the  fiefs,  lands, 

iic.  in  the  countries  ceded  by  the  ti;«aty  of  Br eflaw. 

:  His  majefty  the  king  of  PraiSa  r^pouqces  in  like  manner^ 
all  pretenfionsonthe.ftates  and  countries  of  her  niajefty  th'(^* 
emprefs-queen,  as  likewife  all  j^cop^pepfe  and  indemnity  fgjj) 
lofTes  and  damages  fuftained  In  the  late  war,  .&c.  Sec. 

;.  Art.  HL  There  ib^U  be  on  one  fide  and  the  other  an  vernal) 

cbUvJoiua^. .general  amoefty  of  ajl  hoftilities,  lofles,  da^i 

jnages,  ?nd  injuries  committed  on:bothXidej$»^c,       ^.^      ^di 

1:Js  Art. 
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Art.  IV.  All  hofttliiiet  on  oac  fide  and  the  offer  fliall  ocaft 
m  well  in  Silefia  as  in  the  county  of  Gfaus,  and  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia,  the  28th  of  this  month ;  and  her  najefty  the 
cmprefs-quccn  promifes  to  evacuate,  within  twelve  dafi 
from  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  all  the  countrioy  i 
cities,  places,  jic.  of  all  the  flutes  ceded  by  the  treaty  d\ 
Breflaw  to  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  $  and  hit  Pmfiaa 
majefty  (hall  withdraw  his  troops,  within  the  (ametenii 
from  the  dates  and  countries  belonging  to  the  empreft-queeSf 
putting  every  thing  on  the  footing  regulated  by  the  recital  d 
the  limits  made  after  the  peace  of  Breflaw. 

Her  majefly  the  emprefs-queen  will  alfo  reflore,  innnei- 
ately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  d 
peace,  to  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffa,  the  barony  d 
Tournhout,  fituated  in  Brabant,  with  its  dependencies,  &Ci 

Art.  V.  All  the  prifoners  made  during  the  late  war  ihallbi 
immediately  releafed  on  both  fides  without  rairfbni»  aaft 
faithfully  exchanged. 

Her  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  will  equally  caufe  to  be  is* 
ftored  to  liberty,  by  the  admiralty  of  Oftend,  all  the  fulqefii^ 
failors,  and  veflels,  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  taken  bf 
the  privateers  of  that  town,  with  all  the  perfons,  efie^,  aod 
merchandize,  found  on  board  the  faid  veflels* 

Art.  VI.  Her  majefty  the  emprefs-queen,  and  his  majeiy 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  engage  mutually  to  favour  the  coBmeice 
between  their  refpe£tive  ftates,  countries,  and  fubjeds« 

Art.  VII.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  engages  to  ac- 
cede, by  his  elefloral  voice,  to  the  eledion  made  of  the  neir 
chief  of  the  empire,  and  to  acknowledge  the  grand  duke  d 
Tufcany  in  quality  of  emperor,  as  likewife  the  aftivity  d 
the  eledloral  voice  of  Bohemia. 

Art.  VIII.  1  he  two  contracting  partiesmutually  guaranty 
their  ftates ;  the  emprefs-queen  all  thofe  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia  without  exception,  and  the  king  of  Ptuffiaall  thoia 
the  emprefs  poflefles  in  Germany. 

Art 
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-  Art.  IX.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  beCdes 
:  .jbis  particular  guaranty  of  this  treaty  in  all  its  extent,  will 
^  -labour  with  the  contrading  parties  to  get  it  guarantied  by  the 
_ United  Provinces  and  the  whole  empire,  and  to  get  compre** 
bended,  included,  and  guarantied  in  the  future  general  treaty 
I  .*of  peace,  and  by  all  the  powers  who  will  take  a  part  in  it,  all 
I  theftates  and  countries  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  in  parti* 
i  cular  the  treaty  of  Breflaw  and  the  prefent  treaty,  as  well  at 
i  the  ftatcs  and  countries  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs- queen  of 
I   Hungary  and  Bohemia. 

I  Art.  X.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  eleSor  of  Saxony, 
muft  be  comprehended  in  this  treaty,  on  the  footing  of  the 
convention  of  Hanover,  of  the  26  Auguft  of  the  prefent  year. 
'  r  Art.  XI.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  as  eleftor  of  Brttn£» 
wick  Lunenbourg,  (hall  be  comprehended  in  this  peace,  as 
.well  as  the  houfe  of  HefTe  Caffel,  with  all  their  countries 
I  tand  ftates  in  Germany. 

'  Art.  XII.  His  highnefs  the  EUaor  Palatine  is  fpecifically 
and  fpecially  included  and  comprehended  in  this  treaty  of 
peace,  with  all  his  countries  and  ftates :  he  ihail  be  re-efta« 
blifhed  in  all  his  countries  and  hereditary  ftates,  &c.  as  ibon 
as  his  faid  electoral  highnefs  ihall  have  made,  with  refptA  to 
his  majefty  the  emperor,  and  the  adive voice  of  Bohemia,  the 
fame  declarations  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  ele£U>r  of 
•Brandcnbourg,  is  pleafed  to  make  on  that  fubjed  in  the  pre- 
fent treaty. 

Art.  XIIL  The  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  ratified,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  in  the  term  of  ten  days  from  the  date 
of  the  (ignature,  &c. 

•ExtraSi  of  the  Convention  of  Hamver^  of  the  26  Augujl^  '745f 
betvHen  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Fang  of  Pruffia. 

This  convention  was  deftined  to  ferve  as  a  ba(is  for  the 
treaty  of  Drefden.  The  following  is  the  fubftance  of  the  ar- 
ticles contained  in  it. 

L  That 
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h  That  the  convention  (hall  remain  fecret,  until  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

II.  The  king  of  Prufiia  (hall  retain  Silefia  as  ceded  by  the 
treaty  of  Breflaw. 

III.  The  king  of  England  (hall  guaranty  Silefia  to  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  and  promifes  to  have  it  guarantied  by  the 
States  General,  which  guarantees  (hall  caufe  it  to  be  compre** 
hended  in  the  future  general  peace,  and  guarantied  by  the 
empire. 

IV.  The  king  of  Poland  (hall  give  the  king  of  Pruffiaau 
2£t  of  cefBon  of  his  pretentions  on  Sileda. 

V.  The  king  of  Pruflia  engages  to  give  his  elefioral  voice 
to  the  duke  of  Tufcany  for  the  Imperial  dignity,  after  the 
fig  nature  of  peace. 

VI.  The  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Prufiia  IhaJI 
mutually  guaranty  their  fiates. 

VII.  Negociations  (hall  be  entered  into  for  an  exchange 
betw^een  fome  portions  of  land  in  Silefia,  lying  within  Lu« 
fatia,  and  the  toll  of  Fiirftenberg,  which  fliall  revert  to  the 
king  of  Pru(fia.  ^ 

VIIL  All  the  prifoners  (hall  be  releafed  without  rafifoni. 

IX.  The  town  of  Cofel  (hall  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  with  its  fortifications^  ammunition^ 
and  cannon. 

X.  7  he  emprefs  queen  and  the  king  of  Prufiia  (hall  not 
fetter  the  commerce  between  their  refpedive  fubjeds. 

XI.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  as  eledtor  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenbourg,  and  the  king  of  Poland,  as  eledor  of  Saxonji 
fliall  be  included  in  this  peace}  and  all  reciprocal  pre- 
tC(:fions  betw«  en  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  king  of 
Pfu(ria  (hall  be  annulled.  The  Eleftoral  Palatine  houff 
fliall  be  aifo  included  in  this  peace,  as  well  as  that  of  Hcflfc 
Ca;icl. 

>  II.  H.s  Rritannic  majefty,  immediately  after  the  fignatufe 
of  tnc  convention,  (hall  fecretly  expedite  couriers  to  Vitnta^ 

tQ 
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to  urge  that  court  to  ceafe  hoftilities  as  well  In  Bohemia  as 
in  S^lefia  and  Saxony.    '- 

XllL  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified^  &c. 

(54)  This  treaty,  concluded  at  Petcrfburgh,  acquired  si 
greater  degree  of  importance,  a$  it  ferved  for  a  pretext  for  the 
rupture  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  which  began  the  war  of  feveii 
years.     It  contains  in  fubilance, 

2.  If  one  of  the  contraSing  parties  is  attacked  by  any 
power  whatfoever,  the  other  party  fhall  fend  fuccours  jit  the 
requifition  of  the  party  attacked. 

3.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parties  fhall  be  attacked,  the 
other  fhall  furnifbf  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  a  fuccour 
of  30,000  men. 

15,  The  contrafting  parties  have  concerted  conjointly  to 
invite  to  an  acceflion  to  the  prefent  alliance,  not  only  the 
king  and  the  republic  of  Poland,  jbut  likewife  other  ftates^ 
and  particularly  the  king  of  Great.  Britain,  in  quajity  oi 
elector  of  Brunfwick  Lunenbourg,  in  cafe  they  fhall  think 
proper  to  accept  it. 

i6.  Should  the  republic. not  be  willing  to  accede  to  this 
alliance,  the  king  of  Poland' fhall  jbe  invited  neverthelefs  ia 
quality  of  elector  of  Saxony. 


Secret  Article  9/ the  Union  cf  Peter/burghs 

.  Her  majefly,  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia^ 
declares,  that  fhe  will  religioufly  and  faithfully  obferve  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  between  her  and  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Pruffia  at  Drefden,  25  December,  1745  ;  and  that 
fhe  will  not  be  the  firfl  to  depart  fcom  the  renunciation  fhd 
^  has  made  of  her  rights  to  the  ceded  part  of  the  duchy  of  Si* 
lefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz. 

But  if,  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  and  the  common  wifhes, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  fhould  be  the  firfl  to  depart  from  this 
peace,  either  by  hoflilcly  atucking  her  majefty  the  emprefs-' 

Vol.  I.  A  a  queen^ 


I.  That  the  convention  (hall  remain  fecret»  until.the  cdtt** 
clufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

IL  The  king  of  Pruffia  (hall  retain  Silefia  as  ceded  by  the 
treaty  of  Breflaw. 

III.  The  king  of  England  fhall  guaranty  Sileiia  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  promifes  to  have  it  guarantied  by  the 
States  General,  which  guarantees  ihall  caufe  it  to  be  compre-> 
hended  in  the  future  general  peace,  and  guarantied  by  the 
empire. 

IV.  The  king  of  Poland  (hall  give  the  king  of  Prufliaaa 
a£l  of  ceffion  of  his  pretenfions  on  Sileda. 

V.  The  king  of  Pruffia  engages  to  give  his  ele£loral  voice 
to  the  duke  of  Tufcany  for  the  Imperial  dignity^  after  the 
fignature  of  peace. 

VI.  The  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  ftaJI 
mutually  guaranty  their  dates. 

VII.  Negociations  fhall  be  entered  into  for  an  exchange 
between  fome  portions  of  land  in  Silefia,  lying  within  Lu- 
fatia,  and  the  toll  of  Fiirftenberg,  which  ihall  revert  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  ^ 

VIII.  AH  the  prifoners  ihall  be  releafed  without  ranfoni. 

IX.  The  town  of  Cofcl  fhall  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  with  its  fortifications^  ammUnitioni 
and  cannon. 

X.  The  em prefs  queen  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  fhall  not 
fetter  the  commerce  between  their  refpeflive  fubjeAs. 

XI.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  as  eledtof  of  Brunfvirick 
Lunenbourg,  and  the  king  of  Poland,  as  eleSor  of  Sazonyf 
fhall  be  included  in  this  peace }  and  all  reciprocal  pre* 
tc(;fions  betw'cn  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  king  of 
Pruffia  fhall  be  annulled.  The  Eledoral  Palatine  hoiiff 
fliall  be  atfo  included  in  this  peace,  as  well  as  that  of  Hefle 
Caiicl. 

>  II.  HiS  Rritannic  majefly,  immediately  after  tke  fignatut^ 
of  tnc  convention,  fhall  fecretly  expedite  couriers  to  VicAfls^ 

to 
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to  urge  that  court  to  ceafe  boftilities  as  well  in  Bohemia  as 
in  SileHa  and  Saxony.    • 

XIIL  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified^  &c. 

(54)  This  treaty,  concluded  at  Peterfburgh,  acquired  si 
greater  degree  of  importance,  a$  it  ferved  for  a  pretext  forxho 
rupture  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  which  began  the  war  of  feven 
years.    It  contains  in  fubftance, 

2.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parties  is  attacked  by  any 
power  whatfoever,  the  other  party  fhall  fei:id  fuccours  jit  the 
requiiition  of  the  party  attacked. 

3.  If  one  of  the  contrading  parties  fhall  be  attacked,  thcr 
other  fhall  furnifb»  in  the  fpace  of  three  months^  a  fuccour 
of  30,000  men. 

15,  The  contracfting  parties  have  concerted  conjointly  to 
invite  to  an  acceffion  to  the  prefent  alliance,  not  only  the 
king  and  the  republic  of  Poland,  but  likewife  other  ftates^ 
and  particularly  the  king  of  Great.  Britain,  in  quality  ol 
eledlor  of  Brunfwick  Lunenbourg,  in  cafe  they  fhall  think 
proper  to  accept  it. 

16.  Should  the  republic. not  be  willing  to  accede  to  thi$ 
alliance,  the  king  of  Poland' fhall  jbe  invited  neverthelefs  ia 
quality  of  ele£tor  of  Saxony. 


Sgcret  ArticU  of  the  Union  of  Petirjbwrgb. 

.  Her  majefly,  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Buhemiat 
declares,  that  fhe  will  religioufly  and  faithfully  obferve  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  between  her  and  his  majefly  the 
king  of  Pruffia  at  Drefden,  25  December,  1745  ;  and  that 
fhe  will  not  be  the  firft  to  depart  fsom  the  renunciation  fhd 
^  has  made  of  her  rights  to  the  ceded  part  of  the  duchy  of  Si« 
lefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz. 

But  if,  contrary  to  all  expedation,  and  the  common  wifhes^* 
the  king  of  Pruffia  fhould  be  the  firfl  to  depart  from  this 
peace,  either  by  hoflilely  attacking  her.  majefty  the  emprefs-^ 

Vol.  1.  A  a  queen^ 
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queen,  the  emprefs.  of  Ruffia,  or  die  republic  of  Po^andt  ui 
any  of  which  cafes,  the  rights  of  Her  majefty  the  emprefs- 
queen  on  thcf  ceded  part  pf  3ilcfu  ^nd  the  county  of  Gl^itz, 
and  confequently  all  the  guaranties  renewed  in  the  fecond 
and  third  articles,  on  the  part  of  the  eniprefs  of  RiUS^t 
would  have  frefh  force,  and  refume  their  full  e§k8ty  the 
two  contra£ling  parties  are  exprefsly  agreed,  that,  in  the  faid 
event,  bat  not  before,  the  faid  guaranty  (hall  be  ful&lled 
completely  and  without  lofs  of  time  s  and  they  folemnly 
promife,  that,  to  avert  the  common  danger  of  fuch  an  hoftllf 
aggreffion,  they  will  unite  their  counfels,  enjoin  the  fame  re- 
ciprocal confidence  to  their  refpe£ltive  minifters  at  foreign 
courts,  and  communicate  with  confidence  to  each  othef  what 
they  may  refpe£lively  learn  of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy ;  and 
the  em prefs- queen  ihall  hold  in  readfnefs  in  the  adjacent 
counties  of  Hungary  a  body  q(  20,000  infantry,  and  10,000 
cavalry,  and  that  the  emprefs  of  Rui&a  fhall  hold  a  fimilar 
force  ready  in  Livonia,  Efthonia,  and  other  neighbouring 
provinces,  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  ait  hoftile  attack  on  the  part  of 
Pruflia  againft  one  or  other  of  the  parties,  thefe  30,000  men 
ihall  be  able  to  march,  and  adlually  (hall  march,  to  the  aid 
of  the  party  attacked,  in  two,  or,  at  the  lateft,  in  three 
months,  from  the  date  of  the  requifition  made. 

But,  as  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  60,000  men  will  not  fuf- 
fice  to  divert  fuch  an  attack,  to  recover  the  provinces  ceded 
by  the  treaty  of  Drefden,  and  to  fecure,  at  the  fanne  time, 
the  general  tranquillity  in  future,  the  two  contrading  partiea 
have  foefides  engaged  themfelves  to  employ,  for  that  effeS, 
fMppofing  the  cafe  to  exift,  not  only  30,000  men,  but  doublq 
that  number,  namely,  60,000  men,  on  each  fide,  and  to  af- 
femble  this  force  with  as  much  celerity  as  the  remotenefs  of 
the  leaft  diftant  provinces  will  permit.  The  troops  of  the 
cmprefs  of  Ruffia  fhall  be  employed  by  fea  and  by  land,  as 
may  be  deemed  moft  proper,  but  the  troops  of  the  emprefs-^ 
queen  ihall  be  employed  only  on  land.     Each  party  ihall 

b^in 
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he^in  by  making  froirf  this,  fide  of  its  own  ftates  a  drverfioh  in 
thole  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  after  which,  a  jundion  (hall  be 
ftttempted,  in  order  joinfly  Co  purlue  theif  operations.  But^ 
previous  to  this  jun£lton,  there  (hall  be  a  general  of  one  fide 
find  the  other  in  the  tw:o  refpe£live  armies,. as  well  to  concert 
operations^  ^s  to  be  an  ocular  witnefs  of  theni,  and  to  com- 
municate,  through  this  channel,  the  advices  neceflary  tp  be 
given. 

The  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  in  promifing  fo  powerful  a  fuctoar 
to  the  empr^fs-queen,  has  no  defigns  of  making  conquefts  ' 
on  this  occafion ;  but,  as  {he  is  pleafed  to  fuf!er  her  corps  of 
6o,000  men  to  aft  a»  well  bjr  fea  as  land^  and  as  the  equip- 
ment of  a  fleet  woul(f  occafion  confiderablc  expences,  fo  that, 
in  thus  dividing  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  the  Ruffian  corps 
might  be  confidered  as  far  exceeding  the  number  df  6o,ooo 
men,  the  emprefs-queen  engages  aqd  promifes,  that,  in  order 
more  efficacioufly  to  teftify  her  gratitude,  fhe  will  pay  to  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia  the^fun^  of  two  millions  of  florins  of  the 
Rhine,  in  one  yeair,  dating  from  the  day  in  which  (ke  (halt 
have  Silefi^  in  her  power,  without  curtailing  a;iy  thing  front 
it,  under  the  plea  of  What  f]iall  bavebeeA  drawn  from  the 
enemy's  country. 

This  fourth  fecret  and  feparate  article  fhall  have  the  fame 
force  as  if  infejrted,  word  for  word^  in  the  body  of  the  faii 
treaty,  &c. 

(55)  Thrs  German  wort  is  jintituled :  Politifche  Ht/lorU 
iet  Staatifebkr^  &c.  that  is,  A  political  Hifiary  of  the  Faults 
committed  by  the  Powers  of -Eur  ope  j  tvitb  refpeSi  to  the  Houfes  tf 
Bourbon  and  Brandenboutgy  &c.  It  is  attributed  to  Mofefy 
ene  of  the  moft  celebrated  civilians  in  Germany. 

(56)  Thefe  guaranties  are  afcertained  in  the  XXth  article 
df  the  preliminaries,  and  the  XXUd  of  the  treaty  of  peace^ 
m  thefe  terms : 

A  »  z  Arf^ 
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without  ranfom,  and  their  arms  reftored  after  the  ratification 
of  the  prefent  treaty*  except  thofe  who  have  entered  intothq 
fervice  of  his  PruiBan  majefty  ;  but  the  militia-men  (ball  be 
reftored,  who  are  eftabliihed  and  have  poiTeffions  in  de 
country. 

Art.  V.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  engages  for  hioH 
felf  and  his  fuccefibrs  and  heirs  of  both  feaet»  in  perpetuiqr* 
to  accede  to  and  accept,  purely  and  fimply*  the  conventioii 
concluded  at  Hanover  the  26tb  of  Auguft,  new  ftile,  of  this 
year,  between  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  fais  majefty 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  fur  the  refioration  of  peace  ia 
Germany. 

Art.  VI.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Poland  engages  and  prm 
mifes,  likewife,  to  furniih,  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  from 
the  date  hereof,  on  the  part  of  her  majefty  tbequeen  his  conform 
for  her  and  her  heirs  of  both  fexes,  a  folemn  z&  of  ceffion  of 
the  eventual  claims  they  might  one  day  make,  by  virtue  of 
the  pragmatic  fandion,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  as  even^ 
tual  heirs  of  that  houfe,  after  its  extindion,  to  all  the  coun- 
tries and  ftates  ceded  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  the  treaty 
of  Breflaw,  of  the  year  1742,  to  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  of  both  fexes,  in  perpetuity, 
further  promifing  never  to  moleft  his  Pruffian  majefty,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceftbrs,  of  either  fex,  for  ever,  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  poftcflion  of  the  faid  ftates  and  countries  ceded  by 
the  treaty  of  Breflaw,  under  any  name,  title,  or  pretext  wbat- 
foever,  either  dire£tly  or  indiredlly  ;  as  likewife  always  to 
give  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  heirs,  and  facceffoiif 
the  fame  titles  with  refpedl  to  thofe  ftates,  as  ftipulated  in  the 
faid  treaty  of  Breflaw. 

Art.  VII,  To  obviate  all  conteftacions  anddifputes  which 
have  arifen  between  his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
eiecior  of  Saxony,  refpeding  the  toll  at  Fiirftenberg  on  the 
Oder,  and  on  the  paflage  of  Schildo,  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Poland,  tor  himfelf,  his  heirs,  &c.  cedes  to  bis  Pruffian  ma- 
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5  jkftjr,  hk  heirs,  &c«  agninft  tn  equivalene  of  fmM  ptrcdi  of 
*«;  fiikfiftf  interlocked  within  Lvfatia,  or  fuch  fimilar  ^uivaleiR 
^  in  lands  or  {uh^cSt^  (and  Ch«  high  contrafUng  parties  Ihali 
^  iiame  coomifioners  to  regnlate  the  affair  and  complete  the 
:.  exchange  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  fig« 
4  auuure  of  the  prefitnC  treaty,  fn  fudh  a  way  as  that  neither  of 

3  die  hig^  contraAing  parties  Ihall  lofe  by  the  exchange),  the 
,  town  and  toll  of  Ffirftenberg  on  the  Oder,  with  its  depeit- 
^  dencies,  and  the  village  of  Schildo,  fefervlng,  however,  the 
"f  rights  c£  individuals  and  the  dominium  utile  they  may  have 
"^  there;  fo  that  the  two  banks  of  the  Oder  on  this  fide  fhali 
!_  henceforward  belong  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  his  fucceflbr?, 
'1  ftc«  and  his  majefly  the  king  of  Poland,  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
f   can  no  longer  pretend  to  or  efiabliih  any  other  toll  on  the 
[    Oder,  or  in  any  way  whatever  interrupt  its  free  eourfe,  in 
like  manner  as  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  can  never  make 
nny  claim  on  the  equivalent  be  (hall  cede  to  the  kiog  of 
Poland. 

Art.  VIIL  The  Proteftant  religion  ihall  be  maintained 
lUTYd  preferved  in  all  the  dates  and  provinces  of  the  decorate 
of  Saxony,  including  Upper  and  Lower  Lufatia,  9$  well  as  m 
all  the  ftates  and  provinces  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  peace  cf  Weftphalia,  without 
fuffering  at  any  time  the  fmalleft  innovation. 

Art.  IX.  The  cartel  concluded  af  Brefla"^  in  1741,  between 
their  majefties  the  king  of  PrufSa  and  the  king  of  Poland,  . 
eledor  of  Saxony,  ihall  fubiift  in  all  its  force,  and  be  reli* 
gioufly  obferved  on  one  fide  and  the  other. 

Art.  X.  All  abufes  which  have  been*  introduced  into  com* 
merce,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  countries,  ftates,  and  refpeAive 
fubfeAs  of  the  two  cofitraAing  powers,  Aall  be  reciprocally 
and  faithfully  redreflkd^  either  by  enviittly  aboliihtng  them  on 
one  iide  and  the  other,  or  by  arranging  the  master  amicably 
in  a  fubfequent  convention. 

His 
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^  precaution  that  it  can  never  be  fuipeded  to  conie  from 
^<  you,  that  a  plo.t  is  contriving  in  Sweden  againft  the  perfoa 
*<  Qf  the  emprefs^  in  which  the  court  of  jPruffia  ^as  a  great 
^'  (hare  ^  and,  as  the  faid  minifter  will  not  fail  probably  to 
O  communicate  to  you  this  difcoyery,  you  are  reqiuefted  to 
5'  aj^fwc;^  him,  that  knowing  nothing  of  it,  you  woyldmake 
V  enquiries ;  and  afterwards  ,to  confirm  it  to  him  as  a  cixr 
f5  cjunoflancc  which  you  had  learnt  by  t^e.enguiries  1'' 

(60)  F|;ederjc;|c,  who  was  fond  of  pleaiaatry^  firequently 
^iverte^  hiqifelf  at  the  eitpence  of  the  empre£s  Elizabeth: 
fome  alluiions  tp  the  wife  of  ibi  imptrmr  Ctaudi^s^  having 
come  to  th^  .ears  of  this  princefs,  f]ie  conceived  a  perfonal 
hatred  againft  Fredericjc,  whipb  influenc;ed  her  con4M&nioflB 
than  it  could  have  been  warped  by  political  motives,         -  . 

Frederick's  pleafantries  00  this  princefs  coft  him  .very  dear, 
and  he  felt  too  late  that  , 

"  The  ill  wc  fpeak  of  others  never  redounds  to  good.^ 

(61)  This  ambafTador  arrived  at  Berlin  in  July,  and  had 
an  immediate  audience.      He  left  Berlin  in  Auguft^  and  re* 

turned  by  Silefia  and  Ppland. 


CTHER    ANECDOTES     AND     PARTICULARS    RELATIVE    TO 
THE  SECO^'D,   THIRD,    AKD  FOURTH  PERIODS. 

Letter  cf  Frederick  IL  to  M,   Dcnkelkman^  bis  Miniftir  at 
Afayence* 

*'  Berlin,  11  March,  1741, 

**  In  rpite  of  the  moderation  vith  which  I  have  hitherto 

*'  aclcd  towards  the  court  of  Vienna,  though  I  have  done  all 

**  in  my  power  at  difTercnc  times  to  bring  about  a  reconcijj,* 

•'  atlon, 
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t**  atlon,  and  engage  that  court  to  acknowledge  my  iocou* 
.^'  teiiable  rights,  the  faid  court  has  behaved  in  a  very  difie* 
'<  rent  manner  refpe£ling  me.  It  forgets  all  the  refpeQ  tbat 
*^  fovereign  powers  owe  mutually  to  each  otber^  even  in  tiiw 
*<  of  peace ;  and  a&s  with  fo  little  prudence^  and  in  fo  unbe« 
^^  coming  a  way,  both  in  its  writings  and  converfations  with 
*<  minifiers,  that  there  is  no  example  of  rage  ^nd  animQiity 
'^*  being  carried  to  fo  great  a  height.  As  I  am  ,accufiomed» 
•*  however,  to  the  haughtinefs  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  an4 
^<  to  the  indifcretion  which  direds  its  condud  towards  othef 
<'  courts,  even  in  tiipe  of  peace»  I  hgve  hitherto  ^efpifed  thiy 
*^^  conduct,  unheard  of  among  wife  ngtions,  wbi|;h,  ami^ft  th; 
/^  mod  violent  contentions^  invariably  preferve  a  certain  de- 
V  ccncy.  But  the  court  of  Vienna,  pufhing  matters  to  ho^- 
f*'  rible  extremities,  and  forgetting  rights  refpe<3:edby  the  mofi; 
<*  favage  people,  has  fent  emtilAries,  fpies,  and  aflaffins  into 
**  ray  camp,  to  difcover  all  my  defigns,  to  betray  me,  to  de- 
<^  liver  me  up  to  parties  of  the  enemy,  nay  even  to  attempt  iny 
<<  life.  What  renders  all  thef^  plots  ftill  more  atrocious,  is 
,^^  the  confeffion  of  an  ;^flaffin,  who  declares  he  was  obliged  to 
/<  take  an  oath  in  thp  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  in 
*'  the  council  of  war  of  the  court.  1  had  myfclf  great  dif- 
^<  ficulty  in  believing  it.  I  own  I  am  concerned  at  it,  on  acr 
^^  count  of  the  friendfhip  I  bear  the  cluke  of  Lorraine  ;  I 
^^  fhould  never  have  thought  him  capable  of  participating  ia 
**  aflions  which  ought  to  cover  the  court  of  Vienna  witli 
<<  fliame  in  the  ty^  of  the  whole  univerfe.  Neverthelefs,  X 
<<  fee  myfelf  compelled  to  difclofe  adlions  fo  ill  befitting  thp 
'  ^*  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  author  of  fo  culpable 
<<  a  proje£^.  And,  as  the  fa£t  is  but  tpo  true  and  too  weU 
««  proved,  I  think  proper  to  inform  you  of  it,  that  you  may 
••  communicate  it  to  the  court  at  which  you  now  refide.** 

This  letter,  which  is  printed  in  feveral  German  coHedions, 
appears  realJy  inconceivable*     Is  it  poilible,  that  the  fagfB 

.  Frederick 
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Frederick  fhotild  hare  conlidered  a  circumfbnce  as  prov6l 
hy  the  bare  confeffion  of  a  wretch,  who  may  have  Wifhetf  to 
intereft  foverergn  powers  in  his  crime,  with  the  chimerical 
iiopes  of  retarding  poffibly  the  moment  of  his  punifhrneoti 
or  of  acjquirtng  a  celebrity,  which  Hot  unfrequently  forms 
the  objed  of  the  laft  wiffaes  of  this  fort  of  villains.  Bh^ 
fuppofing  a  prince  capable  of  fuch  machinations,  is  it  pird- 
tablft  that  he' woald  take  for  accomplicies  a  whole  council  tt 
var  i  And  can  we  figure  to  ourfelves  that  this  council  of  ivar 
%rbuld  tender  an  oath  of  fuch  a  nature  as  is  here  fuppofed  (6 
fli  villain  I  When  princes  are  at  war,  do  they  not  ihraysrim- 
tually  fend  fpies  f  Have  they  not  fptes  ^fo  even  in  tiM6f 
peace  ?  Had  Frederick  none  in  the  caAip  of  his  enemies  i  h 
it  fu'rprrfing,  that,  amongft  thefe  mifcreants  with  Vulgar 
fools,  one  fliould  be  found  who  thought  to  make  |iis  fortHol 
hy  ah  attempt  of  this  nature  f 


Letter  of  Frederick  IL  to  bis  Env$f  st  Ratifbon^  1 1  Meffdk^ 

1741. 

*•  Having  learnt  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  confounded  by 
••  the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  and  having  no  farther  hopes  of  en- 
**  gaging  other  powers  in  her  quarrels,  has  recourfc  to  tlw 
*«  grofleft  falfehoods ;  that  fhe  labours  to  ftir  up  againft  me  all 
•^my  neighbours,- and  ftrives  to  blacken  my  condufl  in  the 
•*  empire  and  abroad  ;  wifhirtg  to  make  all  the  world  believe, 
**  that,  not  content  with  giving  weight  to  my  juft  pretenlioni 
*^  to  Silefia,  I  am  difpofed  to  put  in  a  claim  to  feveral  other 
••  fovereignties  and  ftates  of  the  empire ;  afTerting,  amongft 
•*  other  thing€,  that  I  have  made  a  claim  on  the  eledor  of 
*'  Cologne  refpeding  the  bifhopric  of  Hildeflicim,  and  diat 
**  1  have  required  from  the  bifliop  of  Bamberg  and  Wiirz- 
•'  bourg  a  certain  part  of  his  ftates,  menacing,  in  cafe  of  r> 
•^  fufal,  to  take  poffeiEon  by  force  of  arms  ; 

**  I,  therefore,  deem  it  neceflary  for  my  interefts  to  ifl? 
•'  form  you,  that  all  the  rumours  circulatc<|  on  this  fubjea 

*«ar? 
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<*  are  abToIutely  falfe,  and  that  I  have  never  in  any  way  S> 
*^  much  as  thought  of  the  attempts  On  which  they  am 
**  grounded. 

**  I  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  to  be  able  to  preferve- peace 
*^  and  a  good  underftanding  with  my  neighbours,  and  parti* 
•*  ctilarly  with  thofe  of  the  empire ;  aiid  I  ain  fo  far  from 
*^  forming  unjuft  and  chimerical  preteniioni  on  other  ftale% 
<<  that  1  would  not  even  fpare  thofe  who  Ihould  think  of 
**  making  a  merit  with  me,  by  dtfcoveritig  to  me  claims  I 
^^  fhould  not  have  thought  of.  As  a  proof  of  this,  I  but  veiy 
^  lately  feized  upon  a  publication,  and  ordered  criminal  pro-^, 
^<  c^edings  againft  the  author,  for  attempting  to  prove  the 
^  rights  of  my  houfe  to  all  Lufatia  ♦. 

^  You  will  not  fail  to  make  ufe  of  all  this  at  the  cooft 

.  ^<  at  which  you  are,  to  prevent  the  malignant  infinuations 

^^  which  my  enemies  try  to  point  againft  me  with  the  intbntion 

."^c  of  caufing  as  many  troubles  as  th^y  can,  at  the  ezpence  of 

<*  truth  and  every  thing  that  is  facred^** 


Extras  of  one  of  the  King^s  Refcripts  adirejfei  to  hh  Eirooj  (ft 
the  Hague  J  in  May^  174a. 

«<  I  do  not  know  where  lord  Stair  has  learnt  that  the 
**  courts  of  Verfaillcs  and  Drefden  are  diflatisfied  with  mc 
<c  Never  was  a  good  underftanding  fo  well  eftablilhed.    The 

•  This  ftroke  is  perfe6Uy  cbaradleriftic  of  Frederick  II.— To  prove 
the  rights  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourgh  to  Lufatia  ought  furely  to 
have  beeh  no  crime  at  Berlin.  If  Frederick  had  reafont  lor  fuppreflling 
the  work,  he  Ihould  at  leaft  have  efteemed  the  author  for  hit  good  in* 
teation :  but,  it  was  expedient  to  impole  on  Europe  1  it  was  neceflary 
to  deflroy  all  the  diiadvantageous  idcas»  all  the  appreheniions  which 
the  fudden  invalion  of  Silefia  might  infpire  \  it  was  neceilary  to  pre- 
vent all  the  powers  from  regarding  him  as  a  common  enemy,  and 
leaguing  thcmfelves  for  his  deitruftion.  When -affairs  of  this  nature 
were  in  queftion,  Frederick  negledled  not  the  minuted  circumilance  to 
attain  his  end* 

**  operations 
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f  ^  operations  of  this  campaign  have  been  concerted  betwees 
^  us  with  one  common  accord.     If  lord  Stair  founds  any 
**  part  of  his  negociations  on  this  pretended  mifunderfUncl« . 
*^  ing>  he  runs  a  great  rifk  of  deceiving  himfeif." 


;  The  following  anecdote  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  PohrlitZj 
of  the  12th  March,  1742. 

^^  Colonel  Fouquet,  having  entered  CremGtx  with  fix 
^<  companies  of  grenadiers,  placed  a  centinel  on  the  walls 
*^  near  the  houfe  of  a  curate.  The  poor  prieft,  incooi' 
**  moded  by  the  frequent  «*  fHfo  gois  tberi'  of  the  centiy, 
«•'  refolved  to.  difguft  the  foldiers  with  this  poft.  He  dif* 
<*  gulfed  himfelf  like  a  devil ;  put  on  a  black  ma(k,  horns, 
V  claws,  a  ferpent's  tail,  the  feet  of  a  cow,  &c*  andad- 
*<  vanced  towards  the  centry,  fcratching  againft  the  wall 
^^  with  a  fork  which  he  carried  in  his  hand*  The  grenadier, 
f '  although  furpf ifed  at  this  apparition,  di^  not  quit  his  poft* 
•«  He  remained  quiet,  with  his  eyes  fixed  op  the  pretended 
«*  devil,  to  obferve  his  motions.  The  latter,  thinking  he  had 
*^  fuccceded  in  his  defign,  advanced  clofe  to  the  grenadier, 
"  and  prefented  his  fork,  crying  with  a  hoarfe  voice,  *'  Tb»u 
•*  dieft  by  rny  hand,'''  The  foldier,  now,  furmounting  all  fear, 
*'  cocked  his  piece,  and  was  preparing  to  fire  on  the  pre- 
^'  tended  demon  ;  but  the  devil,  hearing  the  fatal  inftrOment 
*«  fnap,  ran  off  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  The  grena- 
*'  dier,  thoroughly  emboldened  by  this  retreat,  follows  the 
•^  f^C(£lre,  and  fees  it  enter  the  houfe  of  the  curate.  He  in- 
«<  fiantly  calls  his  comrades,  ;^nd  tells  them  the  ftory.  The 
*«  curate's  door  is  forced,  and  himfelf  furprifed  with  his  in- 
«*  fernal  habiliments,  of  which  he  had  not  enjoyed  fufficient 
•«  time  to  diveft  himfelf.  They  lay  hold  of  him,  and  lead 
**  him  to  the  firft  guard-houfe,  and  the  next  day  he  was  con- 
*'  dueled  to  the  main  guard  in  his  devil's  drefs,  in  fightof  the 
**  whole  town.  The  clergy  rcmonftr^ted  vehemently  againft 
"  this  procedure ;   but   the  general,  at  length,   convinced 

«  them 
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**  them  that  this  ci|ratc  had  aflcd  in  a  mariner  linworthjrof 
**  his  profeffion.  In  (hort,  the  poor  pricft  was  condemned 
**  to  be  (hut  up  for  fome  time  in  a  convent,  and  the  clergy 
^*  were  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  of  90  ducats. .  This  money 
**  was  diftribuied  to  the  foldiers  to  purchafe  fpatterdaihes; 
**  and  they  jeftingly  obTerved,  that  the  devil  took  care  to  find 
^^  them  in  ihoes  and  ftockings/' 


In  the  carhpaign  of  1744,  Trenk  •  afllires  us,  in  the  hif- 
lory  of  his  life,  that  Frederick  took  up  arms  with  regret.  Tbt 
following  are  a  few  particulars  recounted  by  this  extraordi- 
nary nrian,  who  wais  then  aide-de-camp  to  the  king,  and  pof- 
fe/Ted  his  confidence. 

**  When  it  was  in  agitation  to  retreat  from  Bohemia,  the 
^'  king  was  at  the  head-quarters  at  Colin,  attended  by  the 
*'  fecond  and  third  battalion  of  guards.  We  had  only  four 
^'  field-pieces  with  us  ;  our  fquadron  was  in  the  fuburb. 
*'  Towards  the  evening,  our  advanced  pofts  were  repulfed 
*'  into  the  town,  the  huflars  entering  one  after  another.  All 
**  the  environs  fwarmed  with  light  troops  of  the  enemy,  and 
<'  my  commandant  fent  me  to  the  king  to  demand  his  orders* 

**  After  feeking  him  a  long  time,  I  found  him  on  the 
•*  church  fleeple,  with  a  fpying-glafs  in  his  hand,  Nevei; 
"  had  I  feen  him  fo  uneafy  and  fo  irrefolute  as  upon  that 
^'  day.  The  order  was  to  retreat,  traverfe  the  town,  and  to 
•*  remain  ready  in  the  oppofite  fuburb,  with  our  horfcs 
«  faddled  and  bridled. 

♦  The  baron  dc  Trenk,  once  a  particalar  favourite  of  Frederick  11. 
has  jult  publiOied  his  Life  in  German,  which  prefents  a  feries  of  adven- 
tures, the  one  more  extraordinary  than  the  other.  This  hiltory  would 
pafs  for  a  romance,  if  the  greateft  part  of  the  fa^ls  contained  in  it  wer^ 
not  attefted  by  fcveral  perfons  ftill  living.  There  are  few  memoirs 
more  intereiling  and  more  cnrioiis.  The  Tranflator  of  the  prefent 
work  has  juft  tranflated  it  into  £ngli(h }  and  certainly  never  did  work 
more  deferve  to  excite  the  public  curiofity  and  intereft. 

Translator. 
«'  Scarcely 
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**  Scafceiy  had  we  entered  it  before  thcr^  was  1  lall  of  ram 
<<  and  a  profound  darknefs.  Toi^ards  9  o'clock  in  the  even- 
**  ing  Trenk  *  appeared  with  his  Pandours.  He  kept  ai- 
*^  vancing  with  the  mufic  of  the  jiniflaries,  and  fet  fire  to 
*«  fome  houfes,  by  which  light  they  perceived  us,  and  began 
^  firing  from  the  windows  ;  thfc  tonfufion  was  genera). 
**  The  town  was  fo  full  that  we  could  not  tntcr  It,  The 
•*  gates  were  fhut,  and  our  fmall  field-pieces  fired  from  that 
^*  fidfc.  Trenk  hid  opened  out  the  water  of  the  faffes,  and 
•«  at  midnight  bur  horfes  were  up  to  the  belly  in  watCTi 
•*  and  ourfelvfes  without  defence. 

f  ^  It  is  certain  that  the  king  and  all  of  us  muft  have  be* 
•<  tome  prifoners  of  war,  had  Trenk  purfucd  his  firft  plan 
*<  and  bcfiegcd  the  town.  But,  his  foot  having  been  ihat- 
<*  tered  by  a  cannon  Ihot,  it  became  neceflkry  to  carry  him 
*'  from  the  fcene  of  a£lion,  and  the  firing  of  the  Pandours 
<*  ceafed.  The  next  day^  NafTau's  corps  came  to  our  affift- 
**  ance.  We  quitted  Colin*  During  our  march,  the  king 
**  faid  to  me,  **  Tour  rogue  of  a  coufin  might  haife  played  us  & 
^^  fine  trick  loft  night-,  but  the  deferters  faj  that  he  was  UUedJ*' 


<«  At  the  battle  of  Soor,  the  king  had  fent  fo  many  de- 
^<  tachments  into  Saxony,  and  into  various  parts  of  £ohe« 
<*  mia  and  Silefia,  that  he  had  not  above  26,000  men  left. 
*«  Prince  Charles,  who,  in  fpite  of  all  his  experience,  only 
**  judged  of  an  enemy  by  their  numbers,  had  fur  rounded  the 
**  Pomeranian  and  Brandenbourg  regiments  with  an  army 
•'  of  86,000  men,  with  the  defign  of  furprifing  our  Httk 
•^  army,  and  of  making  us  all  prifoners. 

**  Now,  we  (liall  fee  by  my  faithful  narrative  how  well 
«*  the  projed  of  this  furprife  was  kept  a  fecret.  Towards 
**  midnight,  the  king  came  into  my  tent,  and  awakened,  in 
<<  the  fame  manner,  all  the  officers.    At  the  fame  time,  be 

*  Aa  Auftrian  officer  of  Pandours,  the  author's  coufln-german. 

•<  ordered 


^^  or^r^d  us  tafaddle  our  horfts  without  any  motfe^  to  learo 
<(  all  the  baggage,  and  to  get  into  line  of  battle  in  tim 
*^  twinkling  of  ah  eye.  The  horfes,  however,  remained  in 
<<  their  places,  and  the  men  ia  their  tents^  all  re^dy  to  juipp 
**  upon  their  faddles. 

<^  Lieutenant  Pannewit^  ^nd  I  accompanied  the  king  01% 
♦*  horfeback.  Ht  himfplf  carried  his  orders  to  the  wfapkf 
*'  army,  and  day- break  was  looked  for  with  impatience. 

*«  Towards  the  defile  by  which  the  king  knew  before-hand 
*^  that  the  enemy  was  to  make  the  attack^  eight  field-piecef. 
^^  were  placed  in  the  greateft  filehce  behind  ^  little  eminenoei 
^<  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  king  wdd  apprifed  of  tfif 
^'  whole  plan  of  the  enemy.  Even  advanced  polls,  fituatedl 
*«  towards  the  mountain,  were  withdrawn,  in  order  toconiuM 
<f  the  enemy  in  the  hopes  of  furprifmg  us  afleep^  and  witbont 
♦«  arms.  * 

«  At  the  dawn  of  day,  the  fixt  of  the  artillery  tbuoderii 
^<  all  round  our  camp,  from,  all  the  heights  occupied  by  thif 
<<  enemy,  and  their  cavalry  advanced  by  the  defile. 

**  At  this  moment  we  appeared  in  order  of  battle;  andl^ 
<<  in  lefs  than  ten  niintites,  poured  full  gallop  on  theenemy^ 
•*  who  were  unfufpeftingly  beginning  tofortn  in  front  of  ib4 
<*  de£le,  and  were  the  more  furprifed,  as  it  was  they  wh9 
•*  conceived  that  they  flipuld  furprife  us  *,  nor  meet  eveii 
**  with  the  lead  refiftance.  We.repulfed  them  into  the  de* 
**  file,  and  immediately  the  king  ordered  the  eight  field-piecef 
•'  to  begin  playing.  Which  occafioned  a  dreadful  carnage 
^  amidft  a  troop  fo  numerous  and  fo  prefled  together,  fa 
<<  half  an  hour,  the  plan  of  the  enemy  was  deftroyed,  atul  th^ 
■  ♦'  battle  gained* 

*'  Nadafti,  Trenk,  and  the  light  troops,  who  were  to  attack 
^/  us  in  the  rear,  amufed  themfelves  in  plundering  the  camp* 

•  It  appears  by  Trcnk's  relation,  that  the  Pniffians  were  not  fur- 
prifed, as  writers  have  generally  averted «  We  fhall  probably  fee,  in. 
the  hiftory  of  the  king's  wars,  written  by  hirafclf,  What  wc  are  to  think 
of  theie  different  accounts. 
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**  On  no  occafion  whatfoever  is  it  poffible  to  abate. the  thMF 
*^  of  pillage  peculiar  to  the  Croats,  andduring  the  time  vrhen 
*^  they  A^ere  engaged  in  the  commiffion  of  dq)redatlon8,  our 
<^  attention  was  wholly  taken  up  in  fucctfsful  efforts  to  ovcr- 
**  come  the  enemy.  The  king  was  informed  that  the  enc-' 
•«  my  had  entered  the  camp,  and  was  plundering  it.  *^S9 
«« tnuth  the  tetter^'*  faid  he ;  **  tbev  will  letms  d$c9r  bttftnefs.^ 
**  Trenk  took  the  king's  tent,  and  his  fervice  of  plate. 

*^  In  1746  a  criminal  procefs  was  inftitufed  againft  Trenk 
^<  at  Vienna,  wherein  he  was  accufed  of  having  taken  the 
«*  king  in  his  bed,  and  fuSered  him  Co  efcape  for  a  fum  of 
<*  money.  His  enemies  went  ftill  further :  they  hired  a  com« 
«<  mon  proftitute,  of  Brunn,  who  called  herfelf  the  daughter 
•*  of  fliarihal  Schw^rin,  and  who  affured  the  council  of  war 
«*  that  (he  was  fleeping  wit^  the  king  when  Trenk  entered 
<*'  her  tent ;  that  he  took  them  both,  and  afterwards  gave 
^*  them  their  liberty.  Trenk  was  condemned  to  imprifon* 
<«  ment  in  a  fortrefs,  where  he  died  in  1749.** 


,  Count  Briihl  had  demoliihed  fomeof  the  fortifications  of 
Drcfden  to  enlarge  his  gardens.  When  the  Pruffians  pre- 
fenr.d  themfelves  before  the  gates  of  Drefden,  the  com- 
mandant immediately  furrendered,  faying^  ^^tbat  hi  iotddnot 
*«  d/find  hmfelf  in  a  garden** 


The  king,  being  at  Glatz,  learnt  that  the  countefs  dc 
Grun,  wife  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  garrifon,  had  made 
a  vow  to  prefent  a  fine  robe  to  the  Madona  of  the  Jefuits, 
provided  that  the  blockade  of  the  town  fhould  become  foon 
raifed.  He  immediately  ordered  the  fineft  fluff  which  it  was 
poflible  to  find  to  be  purchafed,  and  made  into  a  robe  of  th6 
fize  of  the  Virgin.  This  he  fent  to  the  Jefuits,  telling  them, 
that,  having  heard  of  the  fruitlefs  vow  of  the  countefs,  and 
knowing  whom  he  had  to  deal  with,  as  well  as  fhe,  he  was 
unwilling  that  Our  Lady  fhould  lofc  any  advantage  by  the 

bargain. 
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l^argaQi,  and  therefore  he  offered  her  in*  fad  wh^t  Madame 
de  Grun  had  promified  in  vain.  The  fathers',  Jefuits, 
charmed  with  this  prefent,  waited  on  his  majefty,  in  great 
ceremony,  to  thank  him.  During  a  length  of  time,  and 
frequently,  did  they  mention  this  circumftance,  (hewing  the 
robe  to  firangers  as  a  ftriking  propf  of  the  king's  piety.  It  is 
even  alledged»  that  they  conceived  fome  hopes  of  feeing  a 
prince  fo  devoted  to  the  Virgin,  at  fome  future  period,  em- 
brace the  Catholic  religion. 

At  Berlin  they  ihew  the  drum  which  Zilka,  a  celebrated 
chief  of  the  followers  of  Hufs,  diredied  to  be  made  of  his  (k^tt 
after  his  death,  for  the  purpofe  (if  report  fpeak  truly)  of  ftill 
intimidating  his  enemies.  .  The  king  had  it  removed  to  Berlin 
from  Glatz,  where  it  was  before.  In  purfuance,  alfo,  of  his 
orders,  was  conveyed  from  that  town  the  coat  of-  mail  of 
Valafca,  the  ancient  fovereign  of  the  county  of  Glatz  i  a 
pagan  princefs  celebrated  in  the  .biftory  of  that  country  for 
her  pretended  witchcraft. 


When  Frederick  was  at  Breflaw,  and  beheld  the  ihignifi* 
cent  college  of  the  Jefuits  in  that  city,  built  by  the  emperot 
Leopold,  he  exclaimed,  <*  What  folly  !  Can  we  be  ajlonijhed^ 
<^  after  thisy  that  Leopold  fo  often  wanted  money  to  pay  his 
*<  troops  ?" 

I        I 

In  1755,  theCorficanS)  tired  with  groaning  under  the  yoke 
of  the  Genoefe,  refolved  to  chufe  another  fovereign,  and  their 
choice  fell  on  Frederick,  the  fame  6f  whofe  glory  had  reached 
their  ifland.  The  king  refufed  their  propofition.  He  knew 
of  how  little  advantage  it  was  to  poflefs  difperfed  dates,  and 
bad  afiairs  enough  on  his  hands^  and  projects  in  his  head, 
without  expofing  himfelf  to  frefli  quarrels.  He  replied  to  the 
confidence  of  the  Ccriicans,  by  advifing  the  republick  of 
Genoa  of  this  proceeding.     The  republick,  touched  with 
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this  condudi,  addrefled  a  letter  of  thanks  to  him,  in  which 
not  only  his  friendlhip  was  folicited,  but  the  permiffion  to 
have  recourfe  to  him;.in  cafe  of  need.  ^ 

The  Corflcans  were  as  much  farprifed  as  hurt  at  the 
king's  not  anfwering  their  propofition.  Paoli,  chief  of  the 
malecontents,  aflembled  the  heads  of  the  ifland,  and  made  a 
fpeech  to  them,  in  which,  amongft  other  things,  he  faid : 

<<  As  it  is  impolBble  for  us  to  Itve  any  longer  under  the 
<<  yoke  of  the  Genoefe  government,  we  have  given  you  to 
*<  underftand  that  we  wiflied  to  put  ourfelves  under  the  do- 
<*  minion  of  another  power,  which  fliould  take  us  under  its 
^  protedion,  and  govern  us  according  to  the  laws  of  rdi« 
<*  gion  and  of  juftice.  We  addrefled  ourfelves  to  the  wifcfr 
<*  monarch  who  now  reigns  in  Europe  with  fo  much  glory, 
*<  But, .  alas !  the  ftep  we  have  taken  has  been  ufelefs,  and  we 
*<  have  no  longer  any  hope  from  that  quarter.'^ 


(62)  The  following  is  an  extraA  of  this  treaty  : 

I,  There  (hall  be  a  fmcere  peace  and  friendlhip  between 
the  two  kings,  notwichdanding  the  troubles  which  may  re- 
fult  from  the  differences  which  fubiift  in  Europe :  and,  in 
confcquence  of  the  prefent  treaty,  none  of  the  contracting 
parties  fhall  attack  the  dominions  of  the  other,  either  dircfliy 
or  indiredly  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  each  of  them  fhall  exert 
his  whole  power  to  prevent  their  refpe£)ive  allies  from  un* 
dertaking  any  enterprize  againft  the  dominions  of  the  faid 
parties,  in  any  manner  whatfoevcr. 

II.  Were  it  fo  to  happen  that  any  foreign  power  (hould 
march  troops  into  Germany  under  any  pretext  whatever,  the 
contrading  parties  (hall  unite  their  forces  to  oppofe  the  en- 
trance and  paflage  of  the  faid  troops,  and  endeavour  in  con- 
cert to  preferve  peace  in  Germany,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaty. 

III.  The 
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III.  The  contrading  powers  cxprefsly  renew  all  the 
treaties,  alHancesl  and  guaranties  which  fubfift  between  them  ; 
and,  ftmongft  others,  thedefenfive  alliance  and  guaranty  con- 
cluded the  18th  of  November,  1742,  at  Wcft-Munfter,  be?- 
tween  the  kings  of  England  and  Prufiia,  and  the  convention 
of  Hanover,  of  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1745,  as  well  as  theac- 
ceffion  6f  his  Britannic  majefty  to  the  treaty  of  guaranty  of 
the  13th  of  Oftober,  1746, 

IV.  This  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  by  the  two  kings  in  the 
fpaco  of  otie  month,  &c. 

Separate  Article.  .    .  ., 

As  the  convention  figned  between;  the  minifters  of  the  (wo 
kings  extends  only  to  Germany,  of  courfe  it  is  not  to  include 
the  Auftrian  Low  Countries  and  their  dependencies  \  nor 
fhall  thofe  countries"  be  eomprifed  in  the  prefent  conv^ntioa 
on  any  pretext  whatfoever ;  and  the  rather,  as  in  the  artjcla 
of  the  peace  of  Drefden  tbe.king  of  Pruifia  has  only  gua« 
rantied  to  the  emprefs-queen  the  ftates  which  fhe  poflefles  iit 
Germany.  The  prefent  feparate  article  (hall  haye  the  famo 
force,  as  if  infer  ted  word  for  word  in  the  convention  figned 
upon  this  day,  &c. 

Weft-Munfter,  16  January,  1756, 

(63)  On  the  occafion  of  this  treaty,  feveral  differences 
which  had  fubfifted  for  feme  years  between  the  two  courts 
were  fettled.  The  king  ftill  owed  England  arrears  for  the 
loans  negociated  by  the  merchants  on  the  mortgage  of  Si- 
lefia,  which  were  liquidated  ;  and  England,  on  her  fide,  in- 
demnified fome  of  the  king  of  Pruflia's  fubje£ls,  from  whom 
fhips  had  been  taken  in  the  preceding  war. 

(64)  Letter  from  Count  Fleming  to  Count  Bruhh 

*<  Vienna,   28  July,  1756. 
•*  Mr.  Klingraeff  received  an  exprefs  from  his  court  laft 
*<  Saturday,  in  confequence  of  which,  he,  next  day,  fenc;a 
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«<  note  to  count  Kaunitz,  anxioufly  defiring  an-  hdlir'a  cobo 
<*  verfation.  This  note  was  delivered  to  the  chancellor  of 
*<  ftate  at  the  very  moment  he  was  in  conference  with  the 
<<  marihals  counts  Neuberg  and  Brown,  and  with  general 
'*  prince  Piccolomini }  and,  as  he  intended  watting  on  the 
<<  emprefs-queen  immediately  after  the  conference,  to  make 
^<  his  report  to  hcf,  he  replied  to  Mr.  KlingraeflT,  that  hewai 
*<  under  the  indifpenfable  neceffityof  going  to  Schcenbruno, 
<*  but  that  he  would  oblige  him  much  bycoming  immediately; 
«<  and  with  this  requeft  the  Pruffian  minifter  did  not  fail  10 
**  comply.  Count  Kaunitz  told  me  in  confidence,  in  a  cpn« 
<<  verfation  I  had  with  him  yefterday,  that  Mr*  Klingneff, 
<<  on  entering,  at  firft  informed  him,  with  a  certain  air  of 
«  embarraffinent  mixed  with  anxiety,  that  he  had  juft  re- 
<*  ceived  an  exprefs  from  his  court,  bringing  him  orders,  the 
«^  contents  of  which  he  was  to  lay  before  the  emprefii-qucen 
*<  in  perfon,  for  which  pur|)ofe  it  was  enjoined  him  to  6> 
*<  mand  a  private  audience  of  her  majefty,  which  he  intreated 
<<  that  he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  procure  him.  That  he, 
«  count  Kaunitz,  had  replied,  that,  being  on  the  point  of 
<<  fetting  out  for  Schoenbrunn,  he  willingly  took  upon  him* 
^'  felf  to  demand  the  audience  he  required  ;  but  that  he  could 
<<  not  help  giving  him  to  underftahd,  that  it  would  be  proper 
<<  to  enable  him,  at  leaft  in  general  terms,  to  apprize  theem- 
*'  prefs  of  the  nature  of  the  reprefentations  he  had  orders  to 
<«  make  to  her  majefty.  That,  on  this,  Mr.  Klingracff  faid, 
**  that  he  was  charged  to  demand  amicably,  and  in  the  way  of 
*^  explication,  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  mafter,  what  were 
**  the  objcds  of  the  armaments  and  preparations  making  here, 
♦*  and  if,  peradventure,  they  regarded  him  ;  which,  however, 
*'  he  could  not  imagine,  being  unconfcious  of  having  given 
<'  occafion  to  them  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  That  he,  Kaunitz^ 
*<  replied,  that  he  could  not  for  theprefent  make  any  anfwer 
<<  to  this  queftion,  that  he  would  not  fail  immediately  to  re- 
**  port  it  to  the  cmprefs,  and  procure  him  th^  audience  be 

"dcfued; 
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^*'defired;  that  he  could  not,  however,  help  faying,  that  he 
**  was  furprifed  at  the  expHcation  the  king  his  mafter  de* 
*<  manded  refpeding  the  meafures  taking  in  this  country, 
^'  confidering,  that,  on  this  fide,  no  anxiety  had  heen  (hewn, 
•*  nor  umbrage  taken,  at  the  great  movements  and  preparations 
«*  made  by  that  prince  in  his  army.  "The  minifter  added  t 
**  me,  that,  fetting  out  immediately  jfor  Schcenbrunn,  heba& 
*<  refleded,  on  the  road,  on  the  anfwer  he  (bould  advife  hif 
^^  fovereignt  to  give  to  Mr.  KlingraeiF,  and  that,  thinking  he 
♦*  difcovered  twoobjefts  which  the  king  of  Pruffia  bad  in 
•*  view,  which  it  was  here  the  wi(h  equally  to  avoid,  namely, 
<^  to  enter  into  difcui&ons  and  explanations  which  might,  in 
^<  the  firft  inftance,  occafion  a  fufpenfion  of  meafures  deemed- 
*«  neceflary  to  be  continued  with  vigour,  and,  in  the  fecond 
«*  place,  lead  ftill  farther  to  other  more  eflential  propcfitions 
*<  and  engagemertts,  he  had  concluded,  that  the  anfwer  ought 
**  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  wholly  to  elude  the  queftion  of  the 
««  king  of  Pruffia,  and  fuch  as,  leaving  no  room  for  further 
**  explications,  Ihould  be  at  once  firm  and  polite,  without 
<«  becoming  open  to  cither  a  finifter  or  a  favourable  interpre- 
•<.tation.  That,  in  conformity  with  this  idea,  it  feemed  to 
««  him  fufficient  for  the  ebprefs  fimply  to  content  herfelf 
««  with  anfwering,  *«  That,  in  the  kind  of  general  crifis  to 
•«  which  Europe  had  now  reached,  it  became  her  duty,  and 
«•  the  dignity  of  her  crown,  to  take  fuitable  meafures  for  her 
<«  own  fecurity,  as  well  as  for  that  of  h^r  friends  and 
«  allies." 

«<  That  the  emprcfs-quecn  had  approved  this  anfwer,  and, 
•*  to  fhew  that  this  proceeding  and  demand  of  the  king  of 
•«  Pruffia  caufed  not  the  fmalleft  embarraffinent  here,  her  ma- 
*«  jefty  immediately  fixed  upon  an  hour,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
*«  enfuing  day,  for  Mr.  KlingraefF's  audience,  when,  after 
w  lifiening  to  the  propofition  of  that  minifter,  as  he  had  ex- 
"  pofcd  it  to  count  Kaunitz  the  day  before,  flic  had  prccifcly 
*•  anfwcrcd  in  the  above  terms,  and,  by  a  nod  of  her  head, 

B  b  3  /*  fuddcnly 


374  LIFE        OF 

<<  fuddenly  broke  up  the  audience^  without  enteriiig  lAtoaay 
<5  further  detail. 

«^  It  18  true,  that  all  Vienna^  who  were  that  day  prefent  ia 
<(the  antichamber,  it  being  gala  day,  faw  Mr.  Klingrseff 
«'  enter  and  come  out  the  moment  after  with  an  air  of  aflo- 
<«  niihment.  I  have  all  thefe  circumfiances  from  count  Kau- 
*^  nitz's  own  mouth,  who  opened  himfelf  more  ffeely  and 
^<  with  more  confidence  to  me  than  be  has  done  hitherto, 
<(  even  charging  me  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  my  difpatches  to 
«  your  eiccellency,  referving  to  himfelf  neverthelcls  the  moft 
•'  exaS  fccrecy  on  the  fubjeft. 

<«  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  this  anfwer,  which  is  ^ 
^*  energetic  as  obfcure,  will  greatly  einbarrafs  the  king  of 
*^  Pruifia  ;  and  it  is  pretended  here,  that  this  prince  muft  be 
^*  in  great  anxiety,  and  that  he  has  already  drawn  near  three 
**  millions  of  crowns  from  his  treafury,  to  defray  the  expence 
^^  of  his  armaments  and  augmentations. 

<^  It  is  prefumed,  that  his  obje&  in  making  the  aforefaid 
f «  demand  was  probably  to  give  hiin  an  opportunity  of  cx-» 
«*  culpating  himfelf,  had  the  anfwer  of  this  court  been  that  he 
f*  was  the  occafion  of  the  warlike  preparations,  by'adclucing 
<*  as  a  proof  of  his  pacific  intentions,  that  it  was  for  this  very 
<^  reafon  he  had  not  even  aflembled  the  camps  which  he  had 
<<  already  traced  out  for  the  exercife  of  his  foldiers,  but  had 
^*  ordered  the  regiments  to  feparate,  imagining,  perhaps,  by 
**  thefs  means,  to  lay  this,  court  under  the  neceifity  of  follow* 
/*  inghis  example,  by  alfo  difcontinuing  their  preparations. 
♦*  I  believe,  however,  that  he  will  find  it  no  eafy  matter  to 
"»'  efFedl  his  purpofebyfuch  deceptions. 

*<  We  learnt,  by  an  exprefs  from  count  Pucbla,  which  ar^ 
♦'  rived  here  lafr  Sunday,  that,  notwithftanding  the  feigned 
♦*  difpofitions  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  troops  ftill  keep 
«♦  filing  oflF  towards  Silefia.  It  is  perfcSly  well  underftood, 
•*  befidesjthat  this  prince,  from  the  local  pofition  of  his  army, 
<^  which  be  can  afiemble  in  as  m^ny  weeks  as  this  court 

*'  would 
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^*  wou]d  require  months,  from  the  diftant  quarters -of  her 
*'  troops*  has  too  marked  an  advantage  over  her,  in  confe- 
*'  quence  of  the  vaft  expences  occafioned  by  long  and  contt  - 
**  nual  marches,  which  would  become  infupportable  in  the 
^*  end:  it  is  perfedly.well  underftood,  I  fay,  that  it  is  abfo- 
<'  lutely  neceflkry  uninterruptedly  to  purfue  the  meafures  al- 
*^  ready  begun,  that  the  court,  under  the  prefent  circumiiances, 
^*  may  become  enabled  to  play  an  equal  game,  and  to  oblige 
<*  the  king  of  Pruffia,  in  order  to  fupport  the  armaments  and 
*' augmentations  made,  or  about  to  be  made,  which  furpafs 
**  his  powers,  either  gradually  to  wafte  himfelf,  or,  for  the 
*'  purpofe  of  avoiding  fuch  an  inconveniency,  fufFer  himfelf 
^<  to  be  hurried  into  fome  precipitate  refolution^  at  which 
.^^  point,  it  feeins  to  me,  they  are  here  lying  in  wait  for 
<«  him. 

*'  The  return  of  Mr.  Klingracff's  courier,  which  that 
*<  prince  is  waiting  for,  doubtlefs,  with  the  greateft  impatience, 
*'  will  let  us  fee  more  clearly  his  difppfitions.  It  is  to  be 
<«  prefumed,  that,  if  he  thinksr  himfelf  menaced,  he  will  no 
**  longer  delay  ftriking  a  blow,  to  anticipate  thofe  he  is  afraid 
**  of,  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  lituation  in  which  this  court 
<«  will  be  until  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  term  fixed  for  the  af- 
*<  fembling  of  all  the  troops.  But,  on  the  other  band,  ftiould 
^^  he  remain  quiet,  he  may  reft  perfuaded  that  he  will  not  be 
^*  difturbed  or  attacked,  at  leaft  for  this  year.  Yet,  from  my 
^<  general  obfcrvations,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt,  that  this 
•*  court  muft  be  very  certain  of  the  friendihip  of  Ruffia ;  and 
^^  this  appears  to  me  ftiH  further  corroborated  by  a  letter  from 
**  Mr.Schwart,  the  Dutch  minifter  at  Peterlburgh,  of  the  6th 
*«  of  this  months  to  Mr.de  Burmania,  wherein,  amongft  other 
^^  things,  he  tells  him,  that  the  chevalier  Douglas,  the 
♦*  French  emifTary,  gains  more  and  more  ground  every  day. 

^^  As  this  cannot  fail  of  producing  an  alteration  in  the  an* 

*' cient  fyftcm  of  Ruffia,  it  is  not  furprifing  .that  the  grand 

/^  ^^cqIIot^  count  BefUichef,  as  your  excellency  Informs  me 
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^«  by  your  lad  difpatches^  ihould  have  taken  the  HQJi^lutSon  diE 
^  retiring  into  the  country,  under  the  pretence  of  fecoverinji 
<<  faishealth,andofwithdrawing,for  fome time, from bufine^ 
^<  wrfhing,  apparently,  to  fee  what  turAafiairs  are  likely  19 
^<  take^and  forefeeing,poflibly,thattbeaiomentof  decifionis 
^*  not  remote,  fmce  every  thing  depends  on  the  refoiutson  of 
^  the  king  cf  Pruffia  \  for  it  is  certain,  tfaat,  if  be  does  not  ftir, 
<*  the  court  of  Vienna  will  undertake  nothing,  at  i«aft  during 
<<  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  but  will  continue  to  com- 
<^  plete^  in  this  interval^  her  preparations,  In  order  to  be  10 
<<  readinefs  for  the  next  year  to  take  fuch  a  part  as  (hall  te 
^<  adapted  to  circumfiances  and  temporary  incidents. 

^^  All  this  only  confirms  me  the  more  in  the  opinion  which 
•<  I  have  ventured  to  give  your  excellency' in  kny  preceding 
<*  letters,  that  our  court  has  no  furer  means  of  profiting  by 
<<  the  prefent  conjundure,  which  has  never  perhaps  been  fo 
^'  favourable  under  the  reign  of  our  auguft  matter,  than  bv  a 
*^  putting  itfclf  in  a  good  pofture,  fo  as  to  make  its  alliance 
<*  fought  after,  A  friend  of  mine,  who  pretends  to  be  well- 
^^  informed  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  treafury,  afTures  mf^ 
«^  that  this  court  has  fent  a  million  of  florins  to  Ruffia. 

**  If  your  excellency  has  the  opportunity  fafely  to  make 
<*  fuggeftions  to  the  court  of  London,  you  would  perhaps 
<*  render  her  a  great  fcrvice  by  pointing  out  the  danger  vx 
•«  which  (he  now  is,  and  into  which  fhe  has  been  drawn  by 
<<  the  evil  counfels  of  thofe  who  arc  at  prefent  the  Qiofi  \% 
•*  favour. 

**  That  court  will  extricate  herfelf  with  diiEculty  from 
«« the  dilemma  into  which  flie  has  precipitjated  herfelf;  and, 
•*  if  (he  does  not  feparate  herfelf  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by 
♦'  making  peace  with  France  on  the  beft  terms  fhe  can,  thp 
**  latter  will  proceed  from  fuccefs  to  fuccefs,  and  from  projeA 
»«  to  projeft,  which  may,  in  the  end,  prove  fatal  tothiphoufe 
M  of  Hanover. 

«« I  flpoft  particularly  rcqueft  your  e^ccdlency  to  commu* 

*'  nicate 

m 
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^•*  nicate  none  of  the  details  of  what  liiave  had  the  honour  to 
«*  write  your  excellency  to  Monfieur  de  Broglio  ;  that  ^m- 
**  bafiador  being  in  correfpondence  with  M.  d*Aubcterre, 
•*  who  told  me,  with  furprife,  that  the  count  de  Broglto  wag 
**  fully  pcrfuaded  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  hoftilejft* 
*'  tentions  towards  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  even  accufed  him 
<«  of  a  want  of  confidence,  and  toogreata  referve  refpefling 

•*  her  proje£>8,  &c. 

**  I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  &c/* 

In  the  audience  granted  by  the  cmprefs  to  Mr.  Klingraeff, 

the  Pruffian  minifter,  he  obferved  to  her,  **  That  he  was  or- 

^*  dercd,  on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  maftcr^ 

•*  to  give  her  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  h'is  defire  invariably 

^*  to  cultivate  the  good  underftanding  which  fubfifted  between 

^«  him  and  her  Imperial  majcfty ;  and,  to  remove  every  obftacle 

"^^  -which  might  tend  to  diminifti  it,  he  requefted  the  emprefs 

^*  to  be  pieafed  to  give  him  an  explication  refpefiing  the 

<<  movements  of  her  troops,  and  the  other  military  prapa* 

*^  rations  which  had  been  reported  to  him.     That  he  could 

**  not  bring  himfelf  to  imagine  thejr  were  directed  againft 

**  him,  being  ignorant  of  having  given  any  occadon  for  them, 

^^<  and  having  it  in  his  power  tojprove  to  her  majefty,  that  he 

**  had  not  augmented  his  troops  in  Silefu-  even  by  the  ad- 

^*  dition  of  a  fingle  man,  they  being  at  this  hour  compofed  of 

<*  the  fame  number  as  for  feveral  years  paft/^ 

The  emprefs  replied,  <'  That  it  being  a  delicate  fubjefl, 
**  (he  could  not  fufficiently  weigh  her  words ;  for  which 
**  reafon  fhe  thought  proper  to  read  her  anfwer." 

Her  majefty  on  this  drew  a  paper  from  her  pocket,  from 
which  flie  read  what  follows  •-.!*^n  the  prefent  generally 
«<  critical  fituation  of  EiiW^pe^irrs^ny  duty,  and  it  becomes 
«•  the  dignity  of  my  crown,  to  takefuitable  meafures  for  my 
*<  fecurity,  as  well  as  for  tfiat  of  my  frknds  and  allies^  with** 
«' out  injuring  any  pcrfon.i* 
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After  reading  this  paper,  the  emprefs  was  iilent^  and  figni^ 
fied  to  the  envoy,  by  an  inclination  of  her  head,  that  k 
tvifhed  to  terminate  the  audience. 

The  Pruf&an  minifler  having  given  an  account  of  this 
audience  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  he  received  freih  inftrudions, 
in  confequence  of  which,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  he  prefeotd 
to  the  court  of  Vienna  a  memorial,  declaring,  in  fubfhocc^ 
^'  That  the  king  of  PrulSa  is  informed,  in  fuch  a  way  as  ti 
*^  leave  no  doubt,  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  at  the  coffl- 
*^  menccment  of  this  year,  concluded  an  ofFenfive  alliance 
**  with  the  court  of  Ruifia  againft  him,  by  which  it  is  fiipn- 
.«^  lated  that  the  two  empreiTes  fhall  fall  fuddenly  en  the  (aid 
^^  prince,  that  of  RuiBa  with  120,000  men,  and  the  enif 
^  prefs-queen  widi  80,000  combatanti* 

*'  That,  as  his  PruiEan  majefty  Was  informed  from  every 
^^  quarter,  that  the  emprefs  queen  is  coll«£ling  her  chief  for- 
^^  ces  in  Moravia  and  Bohemia,  that  the£s  troops  are  eiw 
*^  camped  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  frontiers  of  the  king, 
>^  that  confiderable  magazines  of  proviiions  and  warlike 
*'  flores  were  forming,  that  ftrings  of  huilars  and  Croats 
««  were  ftretched  along  his  frontiers,  as  if  he  were  at  open 
*'  war  with  her  Imperial  majefty,  he  thought  himfelf  jufliiied 
''  in  demanding  a  formal  and  categorical  declaration,  con- 
**  fifting  of  an  aflurance,  ''  That  her  majefty  the  emprefs 
^^  queen  has  no  intention  of  attacking  his  Pruilian  majefty 
*<  either  this  or  the  enfuing  year,"  ^c. 

The  court  of  Vienna  anfvvercd  to*this  memorial,  the  next 
day,  **  That  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  been  for  fome  time  pat 
^^  employed  in  making  preparastions  of  the  moil  alarmiog 
^^  nature  againft  the  public  tranquillity,  at  the  very  time 
'^  that  he  thought  proper  to  deipand  explications  from  the 
•*<  court  ot  Vienna  refpefiing^,  ^nilitary  difpoiitions  which 
*«  were  only  the  refult  of  thofe  m*de  already  by  the  king. 

*^  That  her  Imperial  majefty  ^ight  have  difpenfed  with 
«*  anfwering  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ihe  would  declare, 

'\  « Tfca: 
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«*  That  her  Imperial  majefty  has  the  undoubted  right  of 
«'  forming  what  judgment  flic  ^thinks  proper  relative  to  the 
*^  circumftances  of  the  times,  and  that  it  belongs  to  her 
<*  alone  to  appreciate  her  danger* 

*«  That  the  information  given  to  his  Pruffian  majefty  of 

V  an  offenfive  alliance  againft  him,  bjetween  the-emprefs- 

y    <<  queen  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  is  abfoLutely  falfe  and 

■    *^  of  mere  invention,  and  that  fuch  a  treaty  againft  his  Pruf* 

i   •'  fian  majefty  does  not  e^ift,  no;-  ever  has  exifted,"  &c. 

f       In  c^pfequence  of  this  reply,  Mr.  iPingreflF  prefented  ^ 

^   fscond  memorial  on  the  2d  of  September^   wherein  tJic 

^' I^ing  perflfts  in  demanding  the  following  afturance  front  the 

emprefs- queen,  *<  That  her  Imperial  majefty  fa^  1^0  in* 

*^  tention  of  attacking  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pru^  either 

•'  this  or  the  following  year." 

.    The  court  of  Vienna  rpplied  on  the  tth,  by  the  following 
-   inemprial :  1  . 

<^  Mr.  Klingraeff  had  hardly  prefented  bis  laft  memorial^ 
««  when  the  news  of  the  invailon  of  Saxony  reached  her 
*<  majefty  the  emprefjj-queen,  with  the  manifefto  publiflicd 
<<  againft  her  on  thai  occafion* 

**  After  fo  manifeft  an  aggreffion,  there  can  no  longer  be 
^<  a  queftion  of  any  other  anfwer  than  what  her  majefty 
<^  fliall  think  proper  to  make  at  a  proper  time  to  the  {aid 
^<  manifefto  ',  the  lajl  which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Klingraeff 
^'  conveying  eyery  thing  flie  thought  it  compatible  with  her 
<^  dignity  to  declare*  and  the  propofitlon  pf  converting  into 
*^  a  truce  the  peace  already  fubfifting,  and  founded  on  fo- 
'  ^^  lemn  treaties,  being  naturally  fufceptible  of  no  other  de« 
^*  cjararion," 

(65)  Weiingarten,  fecret^ry  of  legation  from  the  court  of 
Vienna  at  Beilin,  having  been  bribed  by  the  Pruffian  mi- 
niftry,  to  whom  he  gave  copies  of  all  the  difp^tches  he  re- 
ceived, had  the  prudence  to  make  his  efcape,  juftly  concluding 

that 
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that  one  w^iy  dr  other  be  fhould  fall  a  vidim  to  hU  treathery. 
The  coart  of  Vienna  demanded  that  he  (hould  be  given  up ; 
tbe  king  pretended  to  have  fearch  made  after  him,  but  he  was 
)iiot  to  be  found,  ^ 

(66)  The  refcript  of  tbe  court  of  Vienna  conveys,  in  fub- 
Ibnce,  That  her  Imperial  majefty,  learning  from  all  quar-  | 
ters  the  movements  and  preparations  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
tending  to  difturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Germany, 
eould  not,  for  her  own  fecurity,  and  that  of  her  fittes  and 
fubjeAs,  avoid  aflembling  troops  in  Bohemia  and  Moravn: 
that  what  appeared  the  rood  ellential  to  her,  was  the  infino* 
atton  conveyed  to  all  the  Proteftant  courts,  that  the  alliance 
btety  formed  between  her  Imperial  m^efty  and  France  con- 
tained certain  articles  which  had  a  tendency  wholly  to  op- 
prefs  the  Proteftant  religion  in  Germany,  and  to  make  the 
Imperial  crown  devolve  on  the  head  of  her  eldeft  fon  ;  ru- 
mours, which  the  emprefs  orders  her  envoys  moft  pofitively 
to  confute  at  the  different  courts. 

(67)  The  court  of  Pruffia  alledgcd  th?  following  rcafons 
for  this  attack  : 

I.  That,  fhortly  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of 
Drefden,  it  had  been  decided  by  the  fourth  fecret  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  that  all  wars  which  might  arife 
between  Pruflia  and  Ruf&a,  Poland,  or  the  emprefs  queen, 
fhould  render  the  ceflion  of  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz 
null  and  void. 

*z.  That  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Drefden,  and  Peterfburgh, 
))ad,  (ince  that  period,  carried  on  continual  negociations  on 
the  lubjeft  of  the  treaty  figned  at  Leipftc  in  1745. 

3.  That,  from  every  appearance,  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
and  the  emprefs-queen  would  have  made  a  joiht  attack  on 
the  king's  dominions  In  the  fummer  of  1756. 

4..  That  the  refufel  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  give  a  po- 

fuive 
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^ive  anCwer  to  the  explanation  required  on  the  fubjcA  of 
her  preparations,  had  compelled  the  king  to  anticipate  the 
dangerous  defigns  conceived  againft  him,  and  to  diTperfe  tte 
fiorm  that  threatened  him. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  on  the  contrary,  maintained, 
.  I*  That  the  king  of  Prui&a  had  begun  the  warlike  prept* 
rations. 

2.  That  he  had  frequently  aded  contrary  to  the  articles 
of  the  peace  of  Drefden. 

3.  TJiat  there  was  no  projed  of  a  defeafive  alliands  be* 
tween  the  courts  of  Drefden  and  Peter(bargh«  r 

The  king's  condud  on  this  occafion,  fay  the  German 
civilians,  was  founded  on  the  right  of  frevetition.  This  con* 
^u<S  greatly  refembles  that  of  Philip,  landgrave  of  Hefieyiit 
1529,  in  the  afiair  of  Pack,  under  the  reign  of  Charles  V. 
and  likewife  that  obferved  by  the  fame  prince  in  15429. 
again(t  Henry  the  Young,  duke  of  Brunfwick-WolfenbutteL 
In  this  laft  affair,  the  landgrave  took  pofleffion  of  WoU 
feobuttel,  as  Frederick  now  made  himfelf  matter  of  Saxony, 
and  found  in  the  archives  of  that  place,  as  Frederick  did  in 
thofe  of  Drefden^  original  documents  proving  what  he  had 
advanced. 

(68)  When  the  archives  were  forced,  the  court  of  Pruffi* 
announced  a  memorial,  and  prepared  the  minds  of  the  public,- 
by  reporting  every  where  that  it  was  extremely  interefting, 
and  would  lay  open  myfleries  which  no  perfon  whatfoever 
Xufpe£led.  This  famous  manifefto  at  length  appeared,  under 
the  title  of,  A  Memorial  refpeSfing  the  Conduct  of  the  Courti 
of  Vienna  and  Saxony y  and  their  dangerous  Defigns  againft  Us 
Majejiy  the  King  of  Prujfia^  with  the  original.  Ofid  juftificatorf 
.  Papers.  This  produ<^ion  did  not  correfpond  with  the  idea 
formed  of  it*  The  courts  of  Saxpny  and  Vienna  are  there 
on  flender  foundations  charged  with  plots  and  treachery.  No- 
thing more  can  be  ;^duced  in  fupport  of  thefe  imputationii 

frooi 
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from  chc  papers  in  qucftion,  except  that  the  three  neighbour- 
ing powers  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  were  perfuaded,  that,  en- 
couraged by  his  fuccefles,  he  would  not  be  long  in  attempting 
frc(h  enterprizcs.     That  two  of  them  had  formed  a  con- 
nedion  to  ward  ofF  fuch  a  blow,  to  which  they  invited  the 
third  power  to  accede,  but  that  the  latter  was  too  timid  to  fake 
any  part  in  thefe  defenfive  meafures.    That,  in  the  interim, 
they  all  kept  watching  the  king's  motions,  and  confidentially 
communicated  to  each  other  their  mutual  difcoverie«,  to  avoid 
a  furprife.     And  did  not  the  king  of  Pruffia's   fubfequcnt 
condu£l  juftify  the  apprehenfions  of  thefe  powers  ?    In  the 
treaty  of  Petcrlburgh  it  is  only  faid,  that,  **  in  cafe  the  ihf 
'««  0/  Prujfta  Jbould  be  the  firft  to  violate  the  peace  of  Drefim^ 
««  and  become  theaggrejfor^  then^*  &c,  &c.     This  was  nothing 
more  than  a  defenfive  alliance  *•     Befides,  it  is  certain,  that 
fhe  eledor  of  Saxony,  whofe  ftates  wxre  fuddenly  Invaded^ 
had  not  yet  acceded  to  this  alliance ;   fuppofing,  therefore^ 
that  this  alliance  comprized  a  plot  and  treachery^  as  is  aflerted 
in  the  memorial,  the  court  of  Saxony  had  not  participated  ia 
the  crime. 

As  to  the  eventual  partition  of  the  king's  dominions,  iC 
may  be  likewife  anfwered,  that  it  was  ftill  in  the  cafe  of  ani 
attack  from  him  ;  a  cafe  in  which  this  partition  would  have 
been  juft  ;  for  it  is  allowed  to  auxiliary  parties  to  fiipulate 
the  portions  of  their  conquefts.  This  ftipulation  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  could  have  no  relation  whatever  to 
the  treaty  of  Drefden,  but  folely  to  a  war  wherein  the  king 
of  Pruffia  fliould  be  the  aggreflbr. 

But,  no  circumflance  can  enable  us  better  to  form  a 
judgment  refpcfting  ihe  commencement  and  motives  of  thii 
war,  than  what  the  author  9f  this  Memorial^  the  count  dc 
Henzberg,  bimfilf,  remarks,  in  his  Hi/iorical  Atemw  m 
the  lafi  Tear  of  the  Lfe  oj  Frederick  II,.     "  /ft,"  (the  king,) 

•Sec  p.  353. 
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obferves  this  learned  minifter,  <«  thought  be  knewy  that  th<r 
*'•  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburgh,  and  Saxony,  had  formed  a 
*•  political  fyftem  againft  Pruffia.  By  accident,  and  the 
•*  treachery  of  a  Saxon  fecretary,*he  difcovered,  in  1753,  that' 
««  thefe  three  courts  had  concluded,  in  1746,  immediately 
**  after  the  peace  of  Drefden,  a  treaty  of  dliance  and  ^ven- 
•*  tual  partition  of  his  domintons,  in  cafcof  a  war.  Froin 
;.••  thefe  difcoveries,  and  thefe  Saxon  difpatches,  of  which  he 
.^*  had  copies  every  day  by  the  poft,  from  1753  to  1755,  be 
*«  concluded,  that  the  minifters  of  thefe  three  powers  were 
••  unremittedly  labouring  to  bring  abdut  this  war.  He  thought^ 
'*  in  the  month  of  June,  by  fecret  and  proMle  advices,  that 

*  the  moment  was  arrived  when  thefe  three  cbtrrts  woddcx- 

*  ccute  the  projecft  concerted  againft  hint,  and  attack  him  la 
^  the  beginning  of  1757^  ^^  thrice  demanded* ej^planation* 
"*  on  the  fubjecft  from  the  emprcfs-queen  ;  and  receiving  only 
^  unfatisfaftory  and^laconic  anfwers,  he  thought  it  moftad- 
^  vifeable  to  anticipate  the  defignyof  the  three  courts,  bj^^ 

*  attacking  thofe  of  Saxony ^and  Auftria  before  the  armieg 
^  were  in  readinefs.  On  the  20th  of  Augtjft  he  feht  fof 
^  me  privately  to  Sans-Souci^  and  put  into-  my  handii  fotne 
^  difpatches  of  the  court  of  Saxony,  of  which  I  made  an 
••  abftradl,  which  was  communicated  to  all  the  foreign  courts, 
■*  to  prove  to  them  the  defigns  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
■^  Drefden  againft  PrufBa,  which  the  king  deemed  it  his  duty 
■*  to  anticipate.  He  then  marched,  at  the  end  of  Auguft, 
**  1756,  into  Saxony,  took  that  country  a«  a  pledge,  fur* 
^*  rounded  the  Saxon  army  near  Pirna,  made  them  prifoners, 
^*  and  incorporated  the  foldiers  amongft  bis  own  troops.  H€ 
**  next  entered  Bohemia,  and  gained  the  battle  of  Lowofitx, 
**  which,  however,  was  not  decifive  enough  to  allow  him  ta 
^  remain  in  Bohemia,  and  he  returned  to  take  up  his  %vintef- 
**  quarters  in  Saxony.  At  the  fame  time  he  opened  the 
*•  archives  of  Drefden,  and  font  to  his  miniftry  all  the  dif- 
'*  patches  from  whtchleompofed  the  famous  Mimoin  rmfenne^ 
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from  (he  papers  in  queftion,  except  that  the  three  neighbour- 
ing powers  to  the  king  of  Pruflia  were  perfuaded,  that,  en- 
couraged by  his  fuccefles,  he  would  not  be  long  in  attempting 
freih  enterprizcs.  That  two  of  them  had  formed  a  con- 
nexion to  ward  ofFfuch  a  blow,  to  which  they  invited  the 
third  power  to  accede,  but  that  the  latter  was  too  timid  to  take 
any  part  in  thefe  defenfive  meafures.  That,  in  the  interim, 
they  all  kept  watching  the  king's  motions,  and  confidentiallj 
communicated  to  each  other  their  mutual  difcovcries  to  avoid 
a  furprife.  And  did  not  the  king  of  Pruflia's  fubfequat 
conduct  jiiftify  the  apprehenfions  of  thefe  powers  ?  In  the 
treaty  of  Pctcrfturgh  it  is  only  faid,  that,  **  in  cafe  the  iiif 
««  §f  PruJftaJbQuld  hi  the  firft  to  violate  the  peace  of  Drefdm^ 
«<  and  become  the aggreffor^  tben^**  &c.  &c.  This  was  nothing 
more  than  a  defenfive  alliance  *.  Befides,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  elcSor  of  Saxony,  v.hofe  ftates  were  fuddenly  invaded, 
had  not  yet  acceded  to  this  alliance;  fuppofing,  therefore, 
that  this  alliance  comprized  a  plot  and  treachery ^  as  is  aflerted 
in  the  memorial,  the  court  of  Saxony  had  not  participated  in 
the  crime. 

A%  to  the  eventual  partition  of  the  king's  dominions,  it 
may  be  likewifc  anfwcred,  that  it  was  flill  in  the  cafe  of  an 
attack  from  him  ;  a  cafe  in  which  this  partition  would  have 
bemjuft;  for  it  is  allowed  to  auxiliary  parties  to  fiipulate 
the  portions  of  their  conquefts.  This  fiipulation  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  could  have  no  relation  whatever  to 
the  treaty  oi  Drefden,  but  folely  to  a  war  wherein  the  king 
of  Pruflia  (hould  be  the  aggreflbr. 

iiut,  no  circumflance  can  enable  us  better  to  form  a 
juilgment  refpedting  vhe  commencement  and  motives  of  this 
war,  than  what  the  author  of  this  Memorial^  the  count  dc 
Hertzberjr,  bimftlf,  n  marks,  in  his  Hi/iorical  Memoir  on 
the  lafi  Tear  of  the  Lfe  of  Frederick  II,.     "  /&,"  (the  king,) 
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cbfcrvcs  this  learned  minifter,  <«  thought  h^  knew^  that  theT 
:^*  courts  of  Viertna,  Peterfburgh,  and  Saxony,  had  formed  a 
.*•  political  fyftem  againft  Pruffia.  By  accident,  and  the 
J**  treachery  of  a  Saxon  fccretary,'he  difcovered,  in  17s  3^  thatf 
M  tbcfe  three  courts  had  concluded,  in  1746,  immediately 
,*•  after  the  peace  of  Drcfdcn,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  ^ven- 
^ tual  partition  of  his  dominrons,  in  cafcof  a  war.  From 
^  thefe  difcoveries,  and  thefe  Saxon  difpatches,  of  which  he 
j.^had  copies  every  day  by  the  poft,  from  1753  to  1755,  he 
'f*  concluded,  that  the  minifters  of  thefe  three  powers  wer« 
••  unremittedly  labouring  to  bring  about  this  war.  Heiheugbt^ 
**  in  the  month  of  June,  by  fccret  and  probnhle  ad\nces,  that 
^  the  moment  was  arrived  when  thefe  three  courts  would  cx- 
'*  €cute  the  projed  concerted  againft  hint,  and  aftack  hitti  in 
^  the  beginning  of  1757.  ^^  thrice  demanded* explanation« 
^  on  the  fubjeft  from  the  em prefs- queen  ;  and  receiving  only 
*'<  uniatisfaitory  and^laconic  anfwers,  he  thought  it  moftad- 
**  vifeable  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  the  three  courts,  bj^, 
**  attacking  thofe  of  Saxony  and  Auftria  before  the  armies 
■•  were  in  readinefs.  On  the  20th  of  Auguft  he  feht  for 
•^  me  privately  to  Sans-Souci^  and  put  into*  rtiy  hands  fome 
••  difpatches  of  the  court  of  Saxony,  of  which  I  made  an 
«•  abftrad,  which  was  communicated  to  all  the  foreign  courts, 
««  to  prove  t6  them  the  defigns  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
•*  Drefden  againft  PrufBa,  which  the  king  deemed  it  his  duty 
•*  to  anticipate.  He  then  marched,  at  the  end  of  Auguft, 
**  « 756,  into  Saxony,  took  that  country  as  a  pledge,  fur* 
«*  rounded  the  Saxon  army  near  Pirna,  made  them  prifoncrs, 
*«  and  incorporated  the  foldlers  amongft  his  own  troops.  He 
**  next  entered  Bohemia,  and  gained  the  battle  of  Lowofitz, 
**  which,  however,  was  not  decifive  enough  to  allow  him  to 
«  remain  in  Bohemia,  and  he  returned  to  take  up  his  ivinter- 
•*  quarters  in  Saxony.  At  the  fame  time  he  opened  the 
♦*  archives  of  Drefden,  and  fcnt  to  his  miniftry  all  the  d if* 
**  patches  from  whichlcorrtpcfcd  iht  famous  Memoirs  raifinne^ 

"  in 
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from  the  papers  in  queftion,  except  that  tlie  three  neighbour- 
ing powers  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  were  perfuaded,  that,  en- 
couraged by  his  faccefles,  he  would  not  be  long  in  attempting 
frefli  enterprizes.  That  two  of  them  had  formed  a  con- 
nection to  ward  ofFfuch  a  blow,  to  which  they  invited  the 
third  power  to  accede,  but  that  the  latter  was  too  timid  to  take 
any  part  in  thefe  defenfive  meafures.  That,  in  the  interim, 
they  all  kept  watching  the  king's  motions,  and  confidentiallj 
communicated  to  each  other  their  mutual  difcoverie«»,  to  avoU 
a  furprife.  And  did  not  the  king  of  Pruffia's  fubfequent 
conduft  juftify  the  apprehenfions  of  thefe  powers  ?  In  the 
treaty  of  Peterlburgh  it  is  only  faid,  that,  **  in  cafe  the  kii^ 
'««  of  Pruffia  Jbould  be  the  firjl  to  violate  the  peace  of  Drefden^ 
««  and  become  the  aggreffor^  then^^  &c,  &c.  This  was  nothing 
more  than  a  defenfive  alliance  ••  Befides,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  eleftor  of  Saxony,  whofe  ftates  were  fuddenly  invaded, 
had  not  yet  acceded  to  this  alliance;  fuppofing,  therefore, 
that  this  alliance  comprized  a  plot  and  treachery^  as  is  afierted 
in  the  memorial,  the  court  of  Saxony  had  not  participated  in 
the  crime. 

As  to  the  eventual  partition  of  the  king's  dominions,  if 
may  be  likewife  anfwered,  that  it  was  ftill  in  the  cafe  of  an 
attack  from  him  ;  a  cafe  in  which  this  partition  would  have 
been  juft  ;  for  it  is  allowed  to  auxiliary  parties  to  ftipulatc 
the  portions  of  their  conquefts.  This  ftipulation  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  could  have  no  relation  whatever  to 
the  treaty  of  Drefden,  but  folely  to  a  war  wherein  the  king 
of  Pruffia  fliould  be  the  aggreflbr. 

But,  no  circumftance  can  enable  us  better  to  form  a 
judgment  refpeSing  ihe  commencement  and  motives  of  this 
war,  than  what  the  author  of  this  Memorial^  the  count  dc 
Hertzberg,  himftlf,  remarks,  in  his  Hiftorical  Memoir  on 
the  lafi  Tear  of  the  Lfe  of  Frederick  11,.     "  /&,»  (the  king,) 
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obfcrvcs  this  learned  minifter,  <«  thought  fe  knew^  that  theT 

«*  courts  of  Viertna,  Peterfburgh,  and  Saxony,  had  formed  a 

t  ^*  political    fyftem  againft  Pruffia.      By  accidertt,   and  the 

3  *^  treachery  of  a  Saxon  fccretary,*he  difcovcred,  in  17s  3^  thatf 

J  **  th«fc  three  courts  had  concluded,   in  1746,  immediatd/ 

,  <«  after  the  peace  of  Drcfden,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  ^ven- 

g  <*  tual  partition  of  his  dominions,  in  cafe-of  a  war.    From 

^  •*  thefe  difcoveries,  and  thefe  Saxon  difpatches,  of  which  he 

3  <*  had  copies  every  day  by  the  poft,  from  1753  to  1755,  he 

-  **  concluded,  that  the  minifters  of  thefe  three  powers  were 

»  •*  unremittedly  labouring  to  bring  about  this  war,  Heihsugbt^ 

**  in  the  month  of  June,  by  fccret  and  prdkahle  ad\nces,  that 

**  the  moment  was  arrived  when  thefe  three  courts  would  cx- 

««  ecute  the  projed  concerted  againft  hinf,  atid  aftack  him  m 

*•  the  beginning  of  1757.     He  thrice  demanded  explanations 

**  on  the  fubjeft  from  the  cmprefs-quecn  5  and  receiving  only 

•*  unfatisfadtory  and^laconic  anfwers,  he  thought  it  moftad- 

•*  vifeable  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  the  three  Courts,  bj^^ 

<*  attacking  thofe  of  Saxony:and  Auftria  before  the  armies 

««  were  in  readinefs.     On  the  20th  of  Auguft  he  feht  for 

*<  me  privately  to  Sans^Souct^  and  put  into*  rtiy  hands  fotne 

•*  difpatches  of  the  court  of  Saxony,  of  which  I  made  an 

«<  abftrafl,  which  was  communicated  to  afl  the  foreign  courts, 

«'  to  prove  t6  them  the  defigns  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 

♦<  Drefden  againft  PrufBa,  which  the  king  deemed  it  his  duty 

•<  to  anticipate.     He  then  marched,  at  the  end  of  Auguft, 

•*  1756,  into  Saxony,  took  that  country  as  a  pledge,   fur* 

«*  rounded  the  Saxon  army  near  Pirna,  made  them  prifoncrs, 

**  and  incorporated  the  foldlers  amongft  his  own  troops.    H€ 

"  next  entered  Bohemia,  and  gained  the  battle  of  Lowofitz, 

'*  which,  however,  was  not  decifive  enough  to  allow  him  to 

««  remain  in  Bohemia,  and  he  returned  to  take  up  his  ivinter- 

«^  quarters  in  Saxony.     At  the  fame  time  he  opened  the 

•«  archives  of  Drefden,  and  font  to  his  miniftryall  the  d if* 

**  patches  from  whichlcorrtpofed  i\i^  famous Mimoiu  ratfinne^ 

"  in 
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^^  in  which  are  proved,  from  the  original  difpatcbe)  of  the 
**  Auftrian  and  Saxon  minifters,  the  eventual  progeds  of  war 
^^  and  partition  againft  Pruffia.  It  is  afcertained  that  thefe. 
^<  projeds  did  exift  ;  hut  as  they  were  only  euentual^  imd  fiip' 
*•  pofei  the  eonditim  of  the  ting  of  PruJJia  giving  rife  t§  a  ttrtfr, 
«*  it  will  ahuays  remain  a  problem^  whether  thefe  proje&s  W9uli 
*<  ever  have  been  carried  into  execution^  and  whither  it  wmdd 
^^  have  been  more  dangerous  to  wait  for  than  to  anticipate  them. 
<'  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  curiojity  of  the  king^  and  the  trivial 
*<  cfrcumSance  of  the  treachery  of  a  Saxon  clerk,  w«re  the 
^*  indifputable  caufes  of  that  terrible  war  of  feven  years, 
«<  which  has  immortalized  Frederick  II.  and  the  PrufEan 
^*  nation,  but  which  likewife  nearly  overwhelmed  tins  vAok 
^^JlaiCj  and  brought  it  to  the  brink  of  ruin.** 

This  judgment  cannot  appear  fufpicious  in  the  mouth  of 
fuch  a  man  as  count  Hertzberg,  who,  duringthe  life  of  Fre- 
derick IL  never  ceafed  to  laviih  on  him,  on  every  occafion, 
commendations  which  mfght  fometimes  be  tal^en  for  adula- 
tion, were  we  ignorant  of  the  patriotifm  and  other  noble  mo- 
tives which  inflame  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hertzberg.  It  feems 
as  il^  the  love  of  truth  had  engaged  him,  after  theking's  deatfai 
to  publifh  his  fentiments  on  the  commencement  of  that  war. 
And,  in  fad,  who  could  better  enter  upon  the  moft  unan* 
fwerable  difcriminations  concerning  this  affair,  than  h%  who 
had  it  in  his  power  to  examine  all  the  original  papers*  and 
who  himfelf  compofed  the  manifefto  ?  And  what  other  mo- 
tive than  the  truth  could  have  induced  Mr.  Hertzberg, 
under  the  new  reign,  to  depreciate  any  a£lion  of  tbe  pre- 
ceding reign  ? 

(69)  The  adminiftration  of  the  Saxon  dates,  and  that  of 
Brandenbourg,  under  their  late  fovereigns,  forms  a  ftriking 
contraft,  the  confequenccs  of  which  merit  obfervation.  The 
revenues  of  Saxony  form  only  the  half  of  thofe  of  Branden- 
bourg;  yet  Frederick  II.  mainuixied  a  permanent  army 

of 
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of  1 50t(XX>  tntin,  whilft  Aiiguftus  had  bardy  i6«oock  The 
former  fotteBkd  a  treafure  of  many  iniUions«  and  carried  on, 
as  we  feet  the  war  of  feven  years  without  new  taxes  or  fcH 
reigo  loans*  In  Saxony,  under  the  reign  of  Auguftus^  the 
national  debt  amounted  to  100  millions  of  crowns ;  and 
though  an  extraordinary  tax  was  impofed  on  land,  fcarcely 
could  Ihe  pay  the  tenth  {Hirt  of  the  intereft«  It  is  calculated 
that  Brahl  drained  Saxony  in  ten  years  of  33  millions  of 
crownsy  which  were  not  employed  in  paying  debts.  This 
minifter  lived  like  a  fovereigni  and  expended  annually  half  a 
^  million  of  crowns,  a  great  part  of  which  went  out  of  the 
country  for  drefles  apd  all  forts  of  objefts  of  voluptuoufnefs 
and  luxury.  Two  hundred  domeftics  were  perpetually  at  his 
orders,  and  from  jO  to  100  diihes  were  fenred  at  his  table. 

.(70)   Litter  from  the  King  to  Marjhal  ScbUfinn,  afiit  tbi 
BattU  of  Lohfcbitz. 

«<  adofOfiober,  X756i 
^^  I  fet  out  alone  from  my  camp  at  Sedlits  on  the  aSth  of 
*<  Septembers  and  joined  my  army  in  Bobemiai  confifting  of 
<c  60  fquadrons  and  28  battalions,  pofted  near  Auffig  in  a 
«^  camp  which  I  did  not  think  very  advantageous  for  the 
<<  troops.  On  making  myfelf  acquainted  with  every  point, 
^*  \  took  my  rcfolution.  I  formed  an  advanced  guard  of 
^<  eight  batulions,  ten  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  and  eight  of 
«*  huflars.  I  marched  myfelf  at  the  bead  of  this  corps  fo 
«*  Tirmiz,  and  gave  orders  for  the  army  to  follow  me  in  two 
<<  columns,  the  one  by  Pafchkopole,  the  other  by  the  road  I 
^*  had  taken  with  my  advanced  guard.  1  arrived  there  In  the 
<*  evening,  an  hour  before  funfec  1  faw  the  Auftrlan  army, 
^'  with  their  right  fupported  by  Lobofchitz,  the  left  inclined 
*<  towards  the  Egra,  Their  for^e  oi'  6O9OOO  men  did  not 
*<  frighten  me  any  more  than  their  cannon. 

<<  In  the  evening,'  I  myfelf^  with  fix  battalionf*  occupied  a 

««  hdlow,  and  the  heights  which  command  Lobofcbitx,  and 

Vol.  I.  C  c  *♦  vrf)ich 
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*'  which  I  refolved  to  make  ufe  of»  to  open  out  apon  thean 
<<  the  next  day.  At  night  my  army  reached  W^kiwa,  when 
^'  I  contented  myfelf  with  forming  my  baUalion^  in  lim 
<<  behind  e^ph  other,  and  the  fquadrona  in  the  fapie  order. 

«'  At  the  firft  peep  of  day  of  the  i  ft  of  Oaober,  I  took  with 
**  me  the  principal  generals,  and.  fhewed  them  the  ground  of 
*'  the  opening  between  the  heigbtSt  which  I  wKhcd  to  oor 
<'  cupy  with  my  whole  army,  to  wit»  the  infantry  in  the  fiift 
c<  line,  occupying  two  lofty  htlUy  and  a  bottom  whiok  i$  be^ 
«<  tween  them,  fix  battalions  in  the  fecoiid  IiM»  ond  the 
*\  whole  cavalry  in  the  third.  I  ufed  all  poffifaledUignooe  itt 
*<  getting  my  wings  well  fupported  on  thefe  height,  hy  ap* 
^*  plying  flanks  to  them.  The  infantry  of  the  right  gaioei 
**  their  poft,  and  I  took  every  precaution  to  Spcmt  it  well» 
^<  regarding  it  as  my  principal  fafeguard,  and  the  chief  fecu* 
<'  rity  of  ray  army.  My  left,  in  forming,  got  inftantly  ongagrf 
<*  with  the  Pandours  and  grenadiers  of  ^he  enemy,  pofted  in 
<<  a  vineyard  inclofed  by  ftone  walls. 

*^  In  this  manner  we  advanced  to  tht  fpot  wiicfe  the  hills 
**  open  out  upon  the  enemy,  from  whence  we  difcovned  the 
*^  town  of  ix>bofchitz,  lined  by  a  bodjy  of  infantry,  and  a 
«*  large  battery  of  twelve  pieces  of  cailnon  in  front,  and 
*^  cavalry  formed  in  a  cheq^xer  and  in  line  between  Lo- 
^<  bofchitz  and  the  village  of  Sulowitz..  The  fog  was  thick; 
<<  all  we  could  diftinguifh  was  a  fort  of  van*guard  of  the 
"enemy,  which  needed  only  to  be  attacked  to.  fall  back 
<'  upon  its  rear,  i  confulted  better  eyes  than  my:own  to  give 
*^  me  an  account  of  what  was  pafling,  and  thefe  faw  every 
^^  thing  as  I  did.  I  fent  to  reconnoitre  them,  and  all  ihe  re- 
*'  ports  I  received  were  conformable  with  the  judgment! 
*•  had  formed. 

"  After  feeing,  then,  my  twenty-four  battaliom^iJwcd  m 
**  this  hollow  as  I  thought  proper,  I  conceived  that^lKre  was 
^*  nothing  now  to  bo  done  but  to  repulfe  that  caiolry  which 
u  ^as  before  me,  taking  all  forts  pf  figures,  ^as  you  inay 

•I  toierably 
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#*  tdervMy  w^ril  ioiagine  {torn  the  uidi&i^nt  plan  I  inere- 
^^  WAih  fend  yi^tt.  Oncl^»  Ipullvedput  30  fquadj-ooA  of 
^  c^yajry,  vrho  attacked  tbEtx>f  tbc«Miny.  T^y  pccfled 
^^  Ibem  wkh  top  much  yigour,  Vy  getting  into  the  Agp  of  the 
>^  ^oetsy'scaQiion^wbicby  g£oer a  vigorous rdsftance, obi iged 
Jff  |hei9  fo  re-form  under  the  protefiion  of  my  iafaoiry. 
^  3Q^n?dy  iTRS  Ibis  attack  over,  when  my  60  Squadrons, 
.^^  wj^h^^t  waiting  my0tdm9t  and  .contrary  to  my  will,  at- 
^^  ;ta^k«d  ^  ffi^Q^d  iime.  A  iine  of  60  cannon  oq  both  their 
^<  44nks  4id  not  pneyeat  them  irdm  beaiting  the  AuArian  ca«. 
'^<  vtaby :  b.vt  beyond  ell  Ai»  fire  jtbeyifound  a  terrible  ditch, 
^^  ^hicb>  howeiKor,  ihey  cleared ;  on  ibe  other  fide  of  which, 
*<  and  on  their  left  fiaokf  tbey  fell  in  with  Auftrian  infantry 
^>  afi4  cannon  placed  in  another  ditch,  tjhe  fire  of  which  was 
'«<  fo  dreadful  as  to  force  jtbem  to  retire  under  our  pro- 
*<  tf  aioH, 

^<  Np  troops  purfued  them,  and  I  ayatled  myfdf  of  tht8mo- 
/<  ment  to  replace  them  op  the  hill,  behind  my  infantry, 
^<  where  I  ranged  them  ^  if  it  were  a  jnancsuvre. 

<«  The  canDonade,  bowca^er^  did  not  diicontinue,  and  the 
<<  enemy  made  every  poffible  effort  to  tmm  the  left  .of  my  in- 
>^<fantiry.  I  feltihe  neceffity  of  fuppocting  them,  and  fent 
^  there  the«twQ  1^  of  the 'four  and  twenty  battalions  I  had 
**  remaining  wilh  me ;  but,  Co  put  the  t^eft  countenance  on 
^<  a  bad  gaisne,  I  ordeced  04  battalions  of  the  firft  liiie  to 
<^  9iak^  a  circuit  to  the  left.  For  want  of  better,  I  filled  up 
**my  centre  with  myculrafiers,  and  again  formed  a  fecond 
•*  line  yfixh  the  remainder  of  my  cavalry,  which  were  under 
**  the  prote£lion  of  my  infantry.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
<^.  whole  left  of  my  infantry,  marching  by  diviflons,  made  a 
^<  garter  wheel,  took  the  town  of  Lobofchitz  in  flank,  in 
*^  fpite  of  the  cannon  and  prodigious  infantry  of  the  enemy, 
**  carried  that  poft,  and  obliged  the  whole  army  of  the  ene- 
«*  my  to  fly. 

*<  The  prince  of  Bevern  has  fo  greatly  diflingulfhed  him- 
C  c  2  •*  ielf. 
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<<  felf»  tb&t  I  cannot  fufficiently  applaud  his  condoA.  With 
<<  24  battalions  we  drove  72,  and,  if  you  will  allow  the  ex« 
<^  preffion,  300  cannon.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the 
<<  troops  i  you  know  them ;  but,  fince  I  had  the  honoar  to 
<<  command  them,  I  never  fiiw  fuch  prodigies  of  valour  as 
<«  were  performed  both  by  the  cavalry  and  in&ntry/  The 
.**  infantry  forced  enclofed  vineyards  and  ftone  faoufet,  and 
<*  fuftained,  from  feven  in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  af« 
<<  ternoon,  a  fire  of  cannon  and  of  muflcetry,  and,  aboive  ally 
**  the  attack  on  Lobofchits,  which  lafted,  wtlhout  intef- 
**  miffion,  until  the  enemy  were  driven  out  of  it.  My  moft 
^*  particular  obje£t  was  to  fupport  the  height  upon  my  rights 
«^  which  I  think  decided  the  whole  aftion. 

<^  I  have  feen  by  this,  that  our  opponents  will  only  rift 

.<<  themfeives  in  affairs  of  pofts,  and  that  we  muft  take  fpectal 

<<  care  not  to  attack  them  merely  with  our  huflan.    They 

*'  are  more  inured  to  ftratagems  than  formerly }  and,  let  me 

.  ^^  aflure  you,  that,  without  a  great  deal  of  cannon,  k  wiiL 

*<  coft  an  infinite  number  of  troops  to  beat  them. 

*^  Muller,  of  the  artillery,  has  performed  wonders,  and  fe- 
"  condcd  me  amazingly. 

^*  I  cannot  mention  my  lodes  without  tears.  Generals 
*'  Luderiz  and  Oerzen  are  killed,  and  Holzendorff*,  of  the 
<*  gens  d'armes.  I  will  not  afflid  you  by  reminding  you  of 
*<  my  lofles;  this  powerful  effort  exceeds  the  enterprize  at 
*'  Soor,  and  every  thing  I  have  feen  of  my  troops.  This 
**  will  make  the  Saxons  furrender.  I  embrace  yoo,  my  dear 
<*  marlliai)  and  advife  you  to  zSt  with  prudence.    Adieu." 

(71)  The  king  wrote  on  the  fide  of  this  article  of  the 
capitulation  :  «<  There  are  no  exceptions  to  be  made,  more 
•*  cfpecially  as  the  king  of  Poland  has  given  orders  to  his 
*^  Saxons  in  Poland  to  join  the  Ruffians,  and  pafs  the 
•«  frontiers  of  Silefia  ;  and  1  muft  be  mad  indeed  to  releafe 
"  troops  I  have  in  my  pofTcflion,  expofe  myfelf  to  lee  them 

•*  fighting 
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^  fighting  againft  me  a  fecond  tifne,  and  be  obliged  a  fe« 
**  cond  time  to  take  them  prifoners." 

(72)   Firfi  Letter  frtm  the  King  §f  Poland  to  the  King  of 

Pruffia. 
**  Drerden,  39th  Auguft,  1756, 
*'  Haying  been  requefted^  by  your  majefty*s  envoy  at  my 
*<  court,  to  allow  your  troops  a  paflage  through  my  flates 
V  into  Bohemia,  I  have  granted  it,  in  hopes  that  you  will 
<(  order  them  to  obferve  an  txzQt  difciplines  and,  in  order  the 
**  better  to  regulate  every  point  relative  to  their  march,  I 
<^  fend  your  majefty  Meagher,  my  lieutenant-general,  and 
^'  commander  of  the  Swifs  guards.  As  for  the  refl,  though 
<<  the  unexpected  pretenfions  baron  de  Malsahn  added  on' 
^<  this  occafion,  in  your  majefty's  name,  appear  to  me  very 
«<  fingular^  and  by  no  means  confillent  with  the  treaty  of 
«<  peace  and  alliance  between  us,  I  flatter,  myfelf,  neverthc*- 
«'  lefs,  that  your  majefty  will  deign  fo  to  explain  yourfelf  to 
<<  my  lieutenant-general  Meagher,  as  perfe£Uy  to  tranquil- 
<<  lize  me  on  that  head*  Itf  this  firm  perfuafion>  I  remains*' 
&c* 

The  King  of  Pruffia' s  Anfwor. 

«*Pxetfch,  I  ft  of  September,  1756.  ' 
^<  The  propenfity  I  had  to  peace  is  fo  notorious,  that  no«' 
^*  thing  I  could  fay  to  your  majefty  on  the  fubjcA  could 
<'  more  ftrongly  confirm  it  than  the  convention  of  neutra- 
*'  lity  I  have  formed  with  the  king  of  England.  Since 
^^  that,  the  court  of  Vienna  thinks,  by  various  changes  of 
^<  fyilem,  that  the  favourable  moment  is  at  length  arrived, 
'^  of  carrying  into  executbn  the  proje£ls  (he  has  long  me* 
<'  dicated  againft  me.  I  have  employed  the  means  of  nego- 
<^  ciation,  as  the  moft  proper,  in  my  opinion,  to  remove  on 
<^  one  fide  and  the  other  the  fufpicions  to  which  the  court 
H  of  Vienna  had  given  rife  by  feveral  of  her  arrangements. ' 

C  c  3  «  The 
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*<  The  firft  anfwer  I  received  wns  To  drfcure  aM  etfit^imtl* 
^<  cal,  that  no  prince,  who  pays  the  leaft  aCteMiim  t6  lii$ 
«*  fafety,  could  venture  to  be  fatisfied  with  it.  The  feeond 
«<  was  fo  fall  of  baugbtinefs  and  contempt,  that  eVtry  prinCi 
«<  who  is  independent,  and  holds  his  hononr  dear,  muft  have 
*<  been  offended  at  it;  and  though  I  only  demanded  afluran* 
*<  ces  from  the  emprefs-queen  that  Qie  woitM  undertake  ho- 
*<  thing  againft  me  this  and  the  enfuing  year,  yet  did  ttit 
<*  not  deign  to  anfwer  me  on  an  article  of  fuch  imporC^nee, 
^<  It  is  this  rcfufal  which  has  forced  me,  againft  fny  will, 
<<  to  embrace  the  meafures  I  have  taken,  as  the  beft  adapted 
«^  to  thwart  the  intentions  of  my  enemies. 

«<  SentiqnUents  of  peace  and  humanity,  however,  hav^  ifl«» 
«'  duced  me  to  make  ftill  further  reprefentatbns  by  my  am^^ 
^<  baflador  at  Vienna;  and  I  have  ordered  him  not  to  c6a« 
^<  cealfrom  that  court,  that  the  laft  anfw^'I  received  was 
«^  not  only  not  too  moderate  in  the  ch<Hce  of  ezprefiona,  but 
^<  filled  with  a  falfe  logic,  which  by  no  means  futisBed  my 
««  demand ;  that,  in  the  interim,  I  bad  begun  to  put  myfelf 
^  in  motion  i  but  that,  notwithftandihg  this,  if  the'^mprefs- 
♦*  queen  was  yet  refolved  to  accord  me  the  fecurity  I  dc» 
«<  manned,  for  this  year  and  the  next,  fhe  might  depend  upon 
^*  it  that  I  would  chearfully  facri6ce  to  the  public  tran« 
«<  quillity  all  the  expences  which  the  opening  of  this  cam- 
**  paign  has  cofl  me,  and  promiie,  from  that  raomtnt,  to 
w  reftore  fevery  thing  to  its  ancient  footing.  The  fprings  by 
*<  which  I  am  fet  in  motion  in  this  tranfaftibn,  ai^  neither 
•*  the  thirft  of  gain  nor  the  arddur  of  glory :  it  ii  the  pro- 
*^  teftion  I  owe  my  fubjcfls,  and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
*'  pounteraSing  plots  which  would  every  day  encreafe,  if 
<<  the  fword  did  not  interpofe  in  time  to  cut  this  tndifibluble 
^<  knot.  Such  are  the  motives,  which  I  am  at  prefent  able 
"  to  lay  before  your  majcfty,  of  all  my  meafures.  As  for 
♦♦  Saxony,  I  will  fpare  it  as  much  as  my  prefent  fituation 
^'»  wilj  permit.    I  (h^ll  have  for  your  majcfty,  and  all  your 

••  royal 
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^  rcfpi  fanilyt  every  attention  and  ill  the  efteemi  owe  ^ 
*^  great  prince  I  love,  and  for  whom  I  am  concerned  only 
f '  inafmuch  as  be  puts  top  much  confidence  in  the  coun-^ 
<<  fels  of  a  man  whole  evil  intentions  ar^  but  too  well 
f*  known  to  mc,  and  wbofe  dangerous  defigns  I  could  de« 
i^  totn&Tztc  by  proofs  written  with  hia  own  hand.  Djuring 
<'  xny  whole  life  I  b^ve  made  a  profeffion  of  honour  and  of 
^  probity ;  a  cbarafier  I  bold  infinitely  higher  than  that  of 
^^  king,  in  which  pure  accident  has  given  me  birth  s  apd  by 
^^  this  character,  I  proteft,  that,  whatever  appearance  of  hof- 
^^  tility  my  ^dions  may  difplay,  elpecially  at  the  commence- 
^^  ment,  your  majefty  will  fee,  even  ihould  we  never  attain 
*<  the  means  of  accommodation,  how  dear  you^  int^refts  are 
^^  to  me.  Accordingly,  you  .will  always  find,  in  my  way  of 
^'  ading,.  a  decided  zeal  for  your  advantage,  and  for  that  of 
^<  all  your  family,  whatever  may  bealledged  by  certain  per- 
f^  fons,  who  are  too  much  beneath  me^  for  me  to  deign  to 
^ '  humble  myfelf  by  naming  them. 
^*Jam,"&c, 

Sicond  Unirfirm  tbi  King  •fPulaniU  thi,King  of  Prujfia. 
•  ^*  Drefden,  ^d  September,  1756. 
.  <(  I  have  jufl:.  received  from  General  Meagher  the  anfwer 
ff'  to  tlie  letter  with  which  I  chai^  him  for  your  majefty. 
^<  I  thank  your  aaajefty  fincerely  for^ihe  macks  of  efieem  and 
<(  friendihip.  you  are  pleafed  to  tefiify  towar4s.me.  I  hope 
'<  that  your  majefty  will  deign  likewife  to  give  me,. as  foon 
*^  as  poffiUe,  r^  proofs  of  thefcaflurances,  which  I  infinitely 
••  efteem. 

««  The  diflnrrences  which  have  arifen  between  your  ma« 
^<  jefty  and  the  emprefs-queen  in  no  vray  refped  me.  You 
«<  have  bad  the  goodnefs  alio  to  inform  me  of  the  fre(h  re- 
^^  prefentations  you  have  made  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
^^  that  your  meafures  will  be  regulated  by  the  anfwer  which 

C  c  4  **  you 


<'  you  fiiaH  obtain.  Yet,  after  having  fimply  dtaumdled'  of 
^'  me  a  paflage,  which,  by  the  conftitutioa  of  eke  empire^ 
«  we)l  known  to  your  majefty,  ihould  he  no  way  pnjtMiicial 
*«  to  my  ftates,  I  might  have  imagined  that  it  wa«  hut  c<{ur^ 
<<  table  not  to  take  pefleffion  of  them,  and  panAually  ta  ad- 
«<  here  to  the  authentic  declaration  madt  by  your  ms^f^ 
«^  that  you  had  no  intention  of  a<£Hng  againft  me  as  an  ene- 
^^  my,  nor  of  treating  ts  inimicstl  my  dominionsi  buC^  oo  the 
**  contrary,  as  becomes  a  friendly  and  welUinteacioBel 
<*  neighbour.  Far  from  this  condud,  your  majefty'^  troops 
«(  extort  all  forts  of  fk^pplies,  make  thsiafeives  oiattcrs  of  the 
•«  public  coffers,  demolish  part  of  my  fortreft  of  Wittrn- 
«*  berg,  .and  carry  off  my  officers,  nay  even  my  general* 
**  wherever  they  can  find  them.  I  appeal,  therefore,  to  the 
**  fentimencs  of  refiitiide  and  probity  which  your  majefty 
«*  profefles,  ^nd  make  no  doubt  that  you  will  not  permit  my 
<<  dates  to  fuffer  from  the  differences  which  reign  between 
<*  your  majefly  and  the  emprcfs-quecn.  As  £»:  the  reft,  I 
*«  carncflly  wifh  that  your  majeffy  would  difcover  to  me  the 
*^  pernicious  ckfigns  which  you  have  deigned  to  mention  in 
**  your  preceding  letter,  and  of  which,  hitherto,  I  have -no 
<<  idea.  In  the  interim,  I  flatter  myfelf  your  majefty  wilt 
*<  condefcend  to  pay  attention  to  my  folicitatiohs,  and  eva« 
*<  cuate  my  fiates  m  foon  ^  poffible.  1  am  ready,  as  I  b^vc 
*^  declared,  to  promife  every  fecurity  your  majefty  can  delire 
•*  from  me,  not  contrary  to  equity,  nor  degrad^ttory  of  my 
"  rank,  However,  as  there  is  no  lime  to  lofe^  and  I  find 
#<  myfelf  in  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  preventing  thefur- 
"  ther  march  of  the  troops,  which  aft  in  fome  meafure  as 
^^  enemies,  and  thence  give  rcafon  to  apprehend  ftWl  more 
*^  dangerous  confequenoes,  I  am  refoived  to  repair  to  my 
*«  army,  there  to  wait  in  a  ihort  time  more  pofitive  dccla- 
♦•  rations  from  your  majefty  j  but  I,  once  more,  proteft,  that 
♦*  n)y  in^^iition  is  not  ta depart  from  the  treaty,  of  neutra- 

•*  lity 
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^  Iftjr  on  which  we  are  on  the  point  of  agreeing,  but,  on 
^^  the  contrary,  i  am  perfedly  well  diijpofed  to  Sga  it  witli 
*<  the  greateft  iGitisfafiion/'' 

jfnfu/er  ofihi  King  ofPrufJia. 

<<  LomitZt  5th  of  September,  1756ft 
<'  Count  Salmour  has  delivered  me  the  letter  your  majefty 
^'  h48  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  me.  However  firong  may 
^<  b^  the  deflre'and  propenfity  I  have  to  pleafe  your  majefty^ 
^^  ftill  is  it  not  in  my  power  to  withdraw  my  troops  from 
^^  your  ftates :  a  hundred  reafons  of  war  oppofe  it,  which  it 
^<  would  be  tedious  to  fpecify  :  a  principal  one  if,  the  ie» 
^<  curity  of  my  convoys,  I  could  have  wifli^  to  have  made 
^'  Thuringia  the  pallage  to  Bohemia,  in  which  calb  it  woukt 
■<  not  have  been  n^cellary  for  me  to  become  a  burthen  to 
*<  your  majefty's  dates  \  but  as  certain  reafons  of  war  obligp 
«*  me  to  make  ufe  of  the  Kibe,  I  cannot,  without  a  miracle^ 
^^  chufe  other  means  than  thofe  of  which  I  now  avail  myfelf. 
^<  I  employ  all  pgilible  celerity,  yet  my  troops  cannot  make 
<*  ufe  of  wings. 

^<  As  for  the  reft,  I  am  well  enabled  to  prove  to  your  ma- 
<<  jefty  what  I  have  already  advanced  refpeAing  the  condu^ 
*<  you  hold,  and  which  is  extremely  oppofite  to  the  articles 
^<  of  the  peace  of  Drefden  \  and  this  I  would  inftantly  do, 
*<  were  I  not  withbolden  by  certain  rules  which  prudence 
<*  ftill  obliges  me  to  obferve.  In  thf  interim,  I  jhall  never 
<<  forget  what  X  owe  to  crowned  heads,  and  to  a  neighbour- 
^^  ing  prince,  whofe  fole  misfortunf  it  is  to  have  been  fedu* 
*<  ced,  and  for  whom,  were  he  even  my  greateft  enemy,  as 
*<  well  as  for  his  whole  royal  fiunily,  I  iball  always  retain 
^*  the  moft  diftinguifhed  and  moft  perfect  efteem,"  &c, 

Anjwtr  of  the  King  of  Poland  to  tht  King  of  PruJJia. 

««  Strouppen,  loth  September,  1756. 
<<  I  have,  with  all  poffible  complaifance,  been  before-hand 
'f  with  your  majefty  in  every  thing  you  could  equitably  ex- 

••pea 
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^  pcA  from  iiK»  laimcdiately  after  the  firft  propofitioi 
H  to  me  by  your  mayefty'a  ambaflador  refiding  at  my 
«^  1  fcnt  general  Meagher,  aa  well  toaffiire  you  of  my  | 
<»  neutrality,  as  to  grant  your  troops  and  artillery  a  fn 
^*  fige  into  Bohemia,  and  to  learn,  at  the  fame  time, 
«  your  majefty,  in  what  you  wiihed  the  fecuritics  re 
<*  for  that  purpofe  to  conGft :  befides  which,  I  have  re 
^  thefe  oftn  more  in  detail  by  the  ambaflador  of  Gres 
**  tain,  without  ever  receiving  any  pofitive  declaration 
*<  part  or  your  mayefty.  I  have^  in  fine,  in  a  letter  pre 
«« to  you  by  count  Salmour,  pointed  out  the  reafons 
*'  induced  me  to  repair  to  my  army.  After  fuch  a  o 
^<  on  my  parr,  I  might  have  flattered  myfelf,  as  the  en 
<<  Great  Britain  gave  me  reafon  to  hope,  that  your  i 
*<  would  deign  to  fend  fome  perfon  from  whom  I  migh 
*«  your  intentions  and  real  demands.  Several  days,  ho 
**  are  elapfed,  yet  I  have  received  no  light  upon  this  : 
**  It  only  depended  on  myfelf  to  retreat  with  my  am 
**  Bohemia,  and  put  it  out  of  danger:  I  might  all 
^^  lidened  to  various  propoiitions,  which  I  have  unifori 
*'  jeflcil.  In  fpi'.c  of  all  this,  I  have  perfifted  in  ren 
*•  here,  'iiiilcr  the  firm  pcrfuafion  that  the  condition 
^'  ni.fjcfty  might  require  of  me  could  not  but  be  confo 
«'  to  the  peace  which  fubfifts  between  us,  and  to  th 
*'  ranees  of  fricndfhip  with  which  your  letters  are  filli 
•*  according  to  which  you  Cmply  demand  an  adcquat 
*<  rity,  that  I  fhall  undertake  nothing  againft  you,  am 
**  you  the  free  ufe  of  the  Elbe.  I  offer  to  accord  the 
^'  points  to  your  majefty,  with  all  the  affurances  y 
*'  equitably  require  of  me.  But,  it  is  time  to  come  to 
**  explanation  on  the  fubje£l:,  for  which  purpofe 
**  count  de  Bellegarde,  my  lieutenant-general,  and  go 
**  of  the  prince  my  fon,  who  will  have  the  honour  c 
**  fcnting  this  letter  to  your  majefty.  .1  beg  you  tc 
**  yourfelf  to  him  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  cftablifli  perfe< 
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■  *«•  iftony  between  us.    Yoiir  tfiftje'fty  mary  be  afliired,  that  1 

■  "  lirtll  contribute  to  it  fts  for  as  depend*  on  me ;  but,  on  the 
»  "**  other  hand,  every  extraordinary  pretenfidn  will  but  ferve 

«*  to  drive  me  to  extremities,  and  my  armiy  are  well  difpofed, 
•   «« in  cafe  of  an  attack,  to  facrificc  to  thdr  very  laft  drop  of 
••Wood/' 

AnftHT  9f  Us  M^ijty  the  King  of  PrmJJia. 

«  S^ilitz,  iith  September,  1756. 
*«  Let  your  majefty  deign  to  recolleft,  \rhat  I  have  ilevcr 
*«  Ceafed  to  mention,  that,  being  perfcftly  well  informed  of 
"  ♦*  the  evil  intentions  of  your  miniftcr,  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
•*  erfiploy  fbme  precautions  for  my  own  fafety  in  the  outfet 
■**  6f  d  war  which  the  emprefs-queen  has  excited  againft  me» 
«*  tn  the  firft  place,  it  is  neccflary  fbr  me  to  fecure  the  courfe 
*•  of  the  Elbe ;  and,  fecondly,  not  to  leaved  army  in  my 
^«  rear,  which  might  only  wait  the  favourable  moment  of  my 
*«  being  occupied  with  the  enemy  to  fall  upon  rte.  This  13 
♦«  what  retains,  and  Vf\\\  fttll  retain  me  hei^e,  until  thit  ob- 
•*  ftacle  fhall  be  removed ;  and,  as  the  anfwer  I  this  moment 
^*  receive  from  Vienna,  drives  me  tO  extremities,  I  can  make 
^*  no  change  in  this  refolution.  The  queen  of  Poland  and 
««  all  the  royal  family  are  hi  good  health :  they  may  go  Where- 
*«  evei'  they  think  prOpet,  and  enjoy  all  poffible  liberty,  as 
**  w^ll  as  the  peffons  in  public  employments  under  your  t»a« 
•<  ]^i\j.  You  perceive  by  this  I  keep  my  word ;  and  if  you 
<•  with  to  come  this  day  of  to-itlorrow,  aftd  make  a  tour  by 
«  my  irmy,  yout  majefly  will  difcover  that  all  perforts  Will 
•^  teftify  as  rttuch  efteeiA  tot  the  king  of  Polafld  as  If  wc 
*«  werfe  living  in  pcrfeft  harmony." 

Fcnrtb  LettirfrBtn  thi  King  of  Poland  to  the  King  ofPtuJffia. 

^^  Strouppen,  12  September,  1756. 
**  Count  de  Bellegarde  has  delivered  me  your  majefty's 
**  letter,  by  the  contents  of  which  I  fee  that  nothing  pre- 

*'  vents 
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"■^-laft  extremities,  father  thM  forget  what  I  owe  to  myCetf, 
^<  ft^j  country,  and  my  army,'*  &c. 

Anfwir  of  the  King  pf  Prujfuu 

**  Sedlitz,  1 2th  September,  X/SS* 

.  .**  Let  your  majefty  but  reColle£t  my  letter  of  yefterday, 

*^  wherein  I  obferved,  that  it  is  not  only  very  dang^roui^lxit 

^<  even  almoft  impoffible,  to  enter  by  Saxooy  into  Bohemia, 

^^  and  leave  an  army  behind  me.    If  marks  of  fimple  com^ 

<*  plaifance  only  were  in  queftion,  there  are  none  I  would  oot 

<f<  iliew  your  majefty ;  but,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  nothing  left 

<^  is  at  fiake  than  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  a  couatcf 

**  of  which  I  am  king;  and  it  i^  precifely  this  which  pw- 

f*  vents  me  from  quitting  Saxony  until  J  am  thoroughly 

.  f<  convinced  that  I  Oiall  leave  nothing  behind  me  of  whidt 

f«  I  may  eventually  have  reafon  to  repent.     My  van-guard  is 

^^f  already  in  Bohemia,  it  is  followed  by  a  confiderable  corps, 

<^  and  if  it  pleafes  jrour  majefty  to  fend  one  of  your  officers, 

<^  which  of  them  is  immaterial^  I  will  ihew  him  tfaedi^^o* 

<*  fition  of  my  troops.    1  have  no  reafon  to  be  in  a  hurrjr^ 

<<  and  I  ihall  fee  whether  my  patience  in  waiting,  or  perhaps 

^<  other  means  and  meafures,will  decide  refpeSing  my  prefent 

^  fituation. 

.  **  Whatever  may  be  the  jffue,  your  majefty  will  find  mea^ 
<<  ways  unalterable  in  my  fentiments  fof  you,  your  royal  b^ 
*<  mily,  and  all  who  are  conneAed  with  it.'* 

Fifth  Letter  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  tbi  King  of  Prujieu 

«*  Strouppen,  13  September,  1756. 
<<  Hid  imagine  that  your  majefty  wouM  have  at  length  ad- 
<^  mittcd  the  propofitions  I  made  in  my  preceding  letter,  and 
<<  would  point  out  ^  me  theTpecies  of  fecurity  you  think 
«  you  have  a  right  to  demand.  It  muft  confift,  then,  ac- 
<^  cording  to  all  appearance,  (blely  in  the  ruin  of  my  army, 
«*  Giiher  by  the  fword.or  famine,  ^Thc.latter  event  is  very 

"far 
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^lution  of  fending  me  one  of  your  ge^eradg^  I  Mib^ko 
SM  in  aifMriJig  you  that  I  exp$A  bim  uritb  pleafurc^  ihat 
""wiU  converfe  akwe  wirh^iip^  and  vfiiX  ib  expl^iin  myfetf 
ft  So  give  your  majefty  jreaJGon  to  be  fuUy  i^cisfied^*' 

Jqfwfr  9ftU  King  9fPrt0a. 

:  «<  ftediit^i,  I4(h  September,  ijf{6» 
^  I  fend,  ai  it  19  agreeable  to  yo^r  ai^ftyj  Ueutpnant*ge# 
wal  Wimcifeldtt  wbi^  will  have  the  honoui'  pf  4>reibBtuig 
9  you  my  letter.  Your  f»a}efty  tn^y  gii^  «ntji^  credit  t^ 
■diatheihAU  fay  to  you  oil  «iy  |)ai-|»  -and  I  bqp^  biS'Cgfiw 
niffion  will  baife  a  happy  iflue,  and  prove  i^iudly  ifitii£ier 
Dry  to  us  both. .  May  this  interview  ivcw  ^mtually  l# 
mm  a  real  and  £ittitary  eonfiejiion  b^tweeio  Xwo  oei|;b» 
Bonring  Itates,  who  cannot  do  without  each  otber^  ^mdl 
nriiofe  genuine  intenefts  confitt  vok  romanuffg  lOHiftantly 
Mited." 

iPTiz/^  UUirfmm  the  Xing  tf  Poland  to  tU  King  ofPruJj^^ 

^  Sifouppem  »5  $eptieiiiba«  175^^ 
M  I  would  give  any  thing  in  the  world  tp  have  it  in  XBf 
pDTwer  to  enter  into  your  majefty *8  views.  Geoecal.  Wia» 
m&ldt  has  declaeed  them  to  me,  and  from  the  mamier  JR 
which  he  propofed  them,  they  wwUMvemadeftiU  t^pi^ 
impreffion  on  me,  had  it  been  poffible  for  me  to  coofent 
to  what  your  majefty  requires.  .  Tbe^  general  will,  un« 
daixbiedly,.hRve  faithfully  reported  all  thofe^importantr^« 
£00%  which  prevent  me  from  embracing  |he  pbuu  Tbele 
fieaibns  will  ferve  at  ooce  at  prc^s  p{  my  fentimeotSa  and 
of  the  inviolable  pooftancy  with  which  1  keep  my  word. 
it  is  with  the  fame  certainly  th4t  your  myefty  nuiy  depes^ 
upon  the  aGcomplilhmeQt  of  the  propHiG:#  I  made  him. 
Mow  couU  I  commence  hofttlitii^s  ag^i^ft  a  priocf  fs  who 
bas  not  aftbrdcd  me  tb«  (ligbt9&  Miife  to  juftify  fucb  ac^ 
tacksy  and  to  whom  I  am  obliged,  by  an  ancient  idefeofivc 

**  treaty. 
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«  far  from  being  likely  to  happen ;  ih^  divine  prfiteAiii||p.K 
<^  the  Hrmnefs  andfidelity  of  my  troops,  gnd  theabfolutc 
*'  ceffity  of  coming  to  this  extremity,  put  me  out  of  the  rai  'I 
«  of  the  former.     Let  your  majefty  deign  tQ  cafi  an  ejt 
^<  the  fituation  id  which  you  pjgce  me.    I  am  ready  to  i 
^<  every  thing  to  content  your  majefty  on  the  article  ji 
<<  have  fo  much  at  heart,  confidently  with  my  honour. 

Jlnfiuif  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

«« Sedlitz,  13th  September,  17; 
<*  I  have  nothing  fb  much  at  heart  as  what  perfonally 
•*  ccms  your  majefty's  dignity  and  honour.     You  may  kc 
«<  fured  that  your  perfon  occafions  me  more  uneafinels 
^*  your  camp  than  your  troops.    I  flatter  myfelf,  ho^ 
^<  that  there  are  ftill  means  of  reconciling  your  majcft/i 
^  nity  with  what  my  interefts  indifpenlably  require,  and 
*^  terminating  this  difference  in  a  way  well  fuited  to  us  hA 
^'  I  wait,  if  your  majefty  has  no  objeAion,  your  approbatifli 
*<  of  a  defign  I  have  of  fending  one  of  my  generals  to]Qi 
**  furnilhed  with  certain  propofitions,    I  beg  your  majdf 
*<  to  talk  with  him  in  private,  and  alone,  and  to  honour  bit 
<<  with  an  anfwer.    I  again  repeat  and  proteft  on  my  hoDOuii 
<<  which  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  life,  that  I  have  no  auimo- 
•*  fity  againft  your  majefty's  perfon :  but  it  is  at  this  fflfr 
**  mcnt  of  the  laft  neceffity  that  your  majefty's  deftiny  fliou!l| 
"«*  be  united  with  mine ;   and  I  atteft,  by  every  thing  I  hoU 
"  facrcd,  that,  if  fortune  is  favourable  to  me  in  the  prcfaC 
•'  war,  your  majefty  will  have  no  reafon  to  be  diilatisM 
*«  with  me;  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  flie  turns  her  back 01 
«^  me,  Saxony  (hall  undergo  the  fame  fate  with  Pruffia  aoi 
"  my  other  ftates." 

Sixth  Letter  from  the  King  pf  Poland  to  the  King  efPrvffiM* 

<<  Strouppen,  13  September,  175& 

<^  Having  learnt  from  the  obliging  anfwer  brought  me  If 

*<  my  aide-dcH:aflip*  major-general  Sporcken^  your  iuajeft/s 

**  refoJuiion 
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^jefelutkm  qf  fending  me  one  of  your  ge^eradg^  I  I^&jki 
^  tini^  in  affMriJig  you  that  I  exp^A  bim  with  pleafurc^  that 
■•  I  will  converfe  akwe  wirh  Wip*  and  vfiiX  fJo  expljiin  myfelf 
f^  itt  Sp  give  your  majefty  i^eai^^  to  be  fuUy  £|Cisfied«*' 


Jqfwfr  ^the  King  9fPrt^ 

:  «<  S«liit3i»  H(ti  September,  i7{6» 
^  I  fend,  ai  it  19  agreeaUe  to  y0^r  ai^eftyj  Ueutpnant*ge# 
*^  neral  Wimeifeldt,  w)ii9  will  We  the  honour  of  4>reibBtuig 
i<  «•  you  iny  letfor.  Your  f»a}f fty  m^y  gii^  «otji^  credit  to 
•^  -ndmheihall  %  to  you  oil  «iy  parts  -and  I  Mqp^  biS'C^iii* 
M  aiffion  will  have  a  bafipy  iflue,  and  prove  itqiuiUy  <atii£ier 
^^dtinvf  to  us  botlu  .  May  tibi)  interview  f«rve  ^vmtuaJJy  tm 
M  form  a  real  and  ^titary  conne^iion  b^tweeio  Xwo  oei|;h«> 
ff  bouring  Itates,  who  cannoft  do  without  each  Otber^  ^ad 
f(  whofe  genuine  intetiefts  •confitt  vok  remaioiflg  lOHifNuitly 
^united.'' 

Siwnth  UtUrfrcm  the  Xing  tf  Poland  U  the  Kii^  ofPruJj^^ 

«^  I  would  give  any  thing  in  the  world  t9  bave  it  in  my 
e^  pmver  to  enter  into  your  majefty*6  views.  Genecal.Wia* 
^.  xer&ldt  has  declaeed  them  to  me,  and  fr^pm  the  maoofir  ir 
**  which  he  propofed  them,  they  wi^iuld  .have«iade  ftiU  VB^^ 
<<  impreffion  on  me,  had  it  been  poffible  for  me  to  coofent 
<^  to  what  your  majefty  requires.  .  Tbe^  general  will,  un« 
<''dotibiedly,.hRve faithfully  reportedall  thofe^importantrea- 
*^  ions  which  prevent  me  fnom  embracing  |he  pbuu  Thele 
*•  reaibns  will  ferve  atooce  as  {^rc^s  of  my  fentimeats,  and 
■<  of  the  inviolable  pooftancy  with  which  1  keep  my  word. 
M  it  is  with  the  fame  certaioiy  th4t  your  miyelly  nuiy  depes^ 
^  upon  the  aGcnmplilhBseQt  of  the  propiijQss  I  made  Hxa. 
^  How  couU  I  commence  hoftilitios  ag^oft  a  priocffs  who 
^  iias  not  afforded  me  the  (light9&  ^aufe  to  juftify  fuch  ac^ 
^  ucksy  and  to  whom  I  am  obliged,  by  an  ancient  jdefeofivc 

.    ,  «*  treaty. 
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**  treaty^  with  which  your  majefty  is  fufficiently  aequaintel, 
<<  to  furniih  fix  thoofimd  men,  if^  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  tU 
^  aggrefibr  were  not  doubtful  ?  This  fubjed,  therefore,  fmil 
*<  be  funk  in  filencc.  From  the  very  iirft  appearance  of  tki 
^*  war,  I  took  a  firm  refolution  not  to  become  a  party  ooo* 
«<  cemed  in  it,  akid  have  confequently  rej«fied  all  the  ofibi 
^  made  me  on  the  fubjed.  Full  of  the  idea  that  I  had  no- 
<<  thing  to  apprehend,  as;  I  had  embarked  in  none  of  tbefedit 
*^  putes,  and  refolved  as  I  was  to  perfift  In  the  fame  fenti' 
**  ments,  I  ha?e  not  marched  into  Bohemia,  nor  have  I  po- 
*^  mitted  the  Auftrian  troops  to  reinforce  mine,  notwithflani^ 
«<  ing  the  entry  of  your  majefty's  army  into  my  Sates.  •  Ail 
<<  (hall  never  depart  from  thefe  fentiments^  which  youroB* 
<<  jefty  cannot  yourfelf  difapprove,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  pi 
«^  will  acquiefce,  likewife,  in  the  propofitions  I  made  hi  otf 
*<  letter  of  the  lath,  or  fubftitute  fuch  others  as  may  tnih 
<^  quiUizeyour  majefty  refpeding  my  troops,  from  wfaomfdl 
*<  have  nothing  to  apprehend*  To  this  purpofe,  I  fend  to 
«•  your  majefty  baron  d'Arnimh,  my  general  of  cavalry.  W«c 
<^  it  poffible  for  us  to  come  to  an*  iigreement  on  this  point,  it 
«*  would  be  a  very  proper  channel  for  eftabliihing  a  fincwe 
*<  union  between  two  neighbouring  countries,  which  reallf 
<<  cannot  do  without  each  other,  and  whofe  trueft  intereib 
««  confift  in  a  ftrift  conneflion/* 

jfnjivet'  dfthe  King  of  PruJJia. 

*«  Sedlitz,  15  September,  1756. 
««  General  d'Arnimb  delivered  to  me  your  majefty 's  letter. 
^*  I  converfed  with  him  on  every  point  concerning  his  coflh 
^^  miffion,  and  explained  myfelf  to  him,  as  general  Winte^ 
^<  feldt  had  the  honour  of  doing  in  your  majefty*s  prefenee. 
^<  I  am  forry  not  Yo  be  able  to  pufti  my  complaifance  aAy 
••further.  But,  after  what  I  have  already  repeated  to  ge* 
*'  neral  d'Amimb,  nothing  now  remains  for  me  but  to  figo 
«  myfelf,"  &c. 

EigM 


\ 
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Migbib  Litter  from  tbi  King  of  PoknJrto  the  King  ofPriiffia. 

**  Drefden,  15  September,  1756; 
*'  As  I  cannot,  notwiihfiandlng  the  misfortune  which  has 
^^  befallen,  my  ele&orate,  forget  what  I^  owe  mj  kingdom^ 
f <  where  the  diet  is  fixed  for  the  4th  of  the  next  month,  I 
^*  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportunity  offered  me  by  youc  ma<^ 
5^  jefty,  in. the  aflurances  you  renewed  to  me  by  the  letter  of 
**  the  1 2th,  .to  requeft  your  m^'efty  to  .grant  me^  as  well  as 
^*  the  two  princes  my  fans,  my  minifter,  and  my  fuit,  a  free 
^<  pafTage  in  all  fecurity  to  Poland.  .  I  (hall  pafs  by  Breflaw^ 
<<  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  horfes  I  ftand  in  need  of  for 
^<  my  journey  are  more  eafily  to  be  met  wich  on  that  road. 
.  <<  lam  confident  your  majefty  will  ftart  no  difficulty  on 
'<  this  head  ;  but  have,  at  the  fame  time,  the.goodnefs  tofend 
«<  me,  as  foon  as  poffible,  paiTports  for  two  officers,  who  are 
M  to  precede  me,  and  make  the  neceifary  preparations  of 
<<  horfes  and  accommodations  at  the  places  where  I  fhall 
«  ftop/' 

Nintb  Letter  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  tbi  King  of  Pruffta. 

"  1 6th  September,  1756. 

<<  On  the  point  of  difpatching  another  letter  by  a  trumpet 
^^  to  general  d'Arnimbj  who  was  to  have  the  honour  of  de- 
*<  livering  it  to  your  njajefiy,  I  learnt  th^  return  of  that  ge*^ 
<*  neral,  who  not  only  brought  mc  the  letter  with  which 
^'  your  majefly  honoured  me,  but  repeated  to  me  what  you 
*<  had  faid  to  him.  Your  majefty  has,  doubtlefs,  already  an- 
<^  ticipated  my  furprife  at  your  refufal  of  my  propoficions, 
<<  which  are  but  too  equitable.  Since  your  majefty  will  ad« 
<<  mit  of  nothing  but  what  is  diametrically  oppofice  to  my 
^^  fincerity  and  word  of  honour,  having  no  meafure  to  re* 
*'  preach  myfelf  with,  I  leave  the  iflue  to  Providence.  From 
<*  the  report  of  general  d'Arnimb,  your  m^efty  is  refol}[£^, 
««  then,  to  put  a  g^rfifoninto  Drefden,  and^to^make  a  place 
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^^  of  arms  of  my  capital,  where  the  queen  and  all  the  wfi 
<<  family  refide.  Hitherto,  refped  kto  atw^s  Bttn  ^to 
**  royal  perfonages,  and  their  refidence  has  been  glared  ena 
^<  during  the  prolecutiotl  of  the  moft  bloody  W»r»«  tn  fhe 
^<  time  of  the  late  king  my  father,  when  the  king  of  Bwedd 
*<  entered  as  an  enemy  into  Saxony^  not  one  of  his  foMidl 
•*  dared  fct  his  foot  within  his  pakrticiriar  refidence.  I  kaif 
<<  every  thing  to  the  pleafure  of  your  ttii^efty,  and  coi^m 
«i  you  fo  to  ad  as  not  to  interrupt  in  any  way  the  eoirte- 
*'  fpondence  between  the  queen  and  my  family,  aund  to  haie 
«<  the  complaifance  to  allow  free  ingreft  nd  egrcft  to  07 ' 
<<  court,  and  tofuffer  to  remain  npta  its  Hfual  footing  aJt 
'*  which  relates  to  either  my  equipages  or  any  other  part  d 
«<  my  efiablifliment  which  may  prore  indifpenfitbly  neceAry 
^^  for  my  ule  in  Poland.  I  renew  my  prayen  reljjediifg  da^ 
•<  fuitable  attention  to  the  fafety  of  the  quten,  my  royal  fik 
^*  mily,  my  court,  my  capital,  and,  in  general^  of  all  (h^ 
«*  country  of  which  you  hate  taken  pofleffio*. 
«» I  am,  &c." 

Anfwer  of  the  King  $f  Pruffia. 

"  Scdlitz,  16th  September,  1756. 
**  I  hare  juft  received  two  letters  from  your  majefty,  one 
•*  of  which  regards  your  refideftce,  the  other  your  cTeparture^ 
•<  for  Poland.  The  complaints  of  yow  majefty  concerning 
•«  the  city  of  Drcfden  are  of  a  nature  cafiJy  to  be  removed. 
•*  As  for  the  departure  for  Poland,  I  hope  youipftiajefty  wilt 
**  previoufly  deign  to  icrmrnate  the  negociatrone  you  havebe- 
*'  gun  touching  the  army^  which,  by  your  abfenee,  may  be 
•«  fpun  out  too  long.  It  will  only  coft  your  majefty  two 
**  words,  and  theaffiirr  will  be  fettled  on  the  fpot.  I  will  then 
**  immediately  expedite  the^  two  pai^rts  required,  and  order 
^^  relays  of  horfes  in  Silefta  whefe^ever  your  majefty  ihaR 
*<  think  proper,  as  I  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  to  give  your 
«*  majefty  proofs  of  thcperfedt  cfteem  with  which  I  am,  &c.'' 

Tenth 
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.  tgnib  LeUetfr^m  the  King  9f  Poland  to  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

"  17th  Sq>tefnbcri  1756. 

*•  By  the  anfwer  I  received  yefterday  from  your  ihajcfty,  I 
**  perceive  thsct  you  defire  to  fee  the  end  of  the  negociations 
^  entered  into  refpe^ting  my  army  before  my  departure.  But, 
<<  bow  can  t  terminate  them,  when  the  propofitioris  of  your 
<*  majefty  are  of  fuch  a  nature  al  to  render  it  impoffible  to  ad« 
^  mit  them  ?  I  have  pointed  out  all  poiEble  mean^  of  conci- 
*^  liation^  but  your  majefty  has  not  teftiiied  the  fmalleft  in- 
^*  tention  of  acquiefcitig  in  them* 

<<  This  it  i»  which  has  made  rtle  finllly  Conclude  that  every 
««  method  of  mediation  would  prdVe  henceforivard  critirely 
*<  ufelefs,  and,  therefore,  Content  tnyfelf  With  firtiply  defih'ng 
*^  a  free  paflage  into  Poland,  where  itiy  prefence  is  abfolutely 
<*  neceflary  at  the  approaching  diet*  I  hope  your  majefty  will 
«*  be  pleafed  to  griilt  me  this,  tnd  the  requeft  I  have  made  tt^ 
<<  fpe£ting  my  refidence*  Aft  tot  what  concerns  my  army,  I 
*<  have  decided  refpefiing  its  fate^  having  taken,  on  that 
*<  head,  a  refolution  befitting  my  honour  and  the  heceffity  of 
<<  the  cafe.     I  am,  with  much  efteem,  &c/' 

Jnfwer  of  the  King  ofPruJfta. 

**tcdlit«,  17th  September,  1756. 
«« 1  fend  general  Winterfcldt  to  learn  the  refolution  which 
<<  your  majefty  has  embraced,  which  is  to  decide  the  only 
^*  part  the^flow  remains  for  me  to  purfuc.     I  am,  &c.* 


»» 


Elevenib  Litter  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  the  King  of  PrufftA. 

**  Strduppeh,  i8th  September,  1756* 

«*  General  Winterfcldt  will  have  given  your  majefty  the 

*<  anfwer  that  my  honour  and  probity,  which  I  have  preferved 

<*  to  my  ftxtieth  year,  difUted  to  me.     Your  majefty  takes 

<<  poflfeffion  of  my  ftates  >Vithoiit  reafon.     Let  Europe  be  the 

<«  arbiter  of  my  caufe,  and  of  the  fabricated  plan  laid  to  my 

D  d  2  "  charge, 
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«*  charge,  the  falfity  of  which  will  be  eafily  recognized  bf 
«<  every  court  of  Europe,  as  I  have  never  iftadc  propofitiom 
*'  fimilar  to  thofe  pretended  to  be  imputed  to  me*  I  do  not 
•*  know  how  it  is  pofSble  to  juftify  fuch  a  mode  of  adingi 
**  which  neither  I,  nor,  indeed,  any  other  perfon,  could  ever 
*'  have  fufpedted.  As  your  majefty  has  not  yet  anfwcred  me 
•*  refpefting  my  departure  for  Poland,  you  cannot  be  offended 
**  if  I  return  to  the  charge ;  for  my  prefencc  there  is  very  nc* 
*<  cei&ry.    I  am,  iid' 


>• 


Jnjivcr  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

**  Sedlitz,  1 8th  September,  1^56. 

*<  I  have  the  more  reafon  to  be  farprifed  that  your  majelly 
^<  ffaould  ftill  continue  to  doubt  of  the  evi}  intentions  of  ydur 
**  miniller,  after  the  authentic  proofs  wliich  I  have  produced 
«  of  their  exiftence,  fmce  I  have  in  my  band  the  original 
*^  papers,  which  I  was  obliged  to  get  pofieffion  of  for  my  juf- 
<*  tification.  I  am  convinced  that  the  whole  impartial  wt>rld 
•*  wiH  acknowledge,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  my  affairs,  and 
<*  the  iinifter  defigns  of  your  majefty's  minifter,  have  reduced 
•*  me  to  the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  taking  a  part  entirely 
<*  contrary  to  my  inclination  and  fentiments.  Your  majefty 
*«  feems  in  a  great  hurry  to  fet  out,  but  you  will  Itkewife  rc- 
*«  collet  that  I  cannot  wait  any  lon^  er  with  refpedl  to  your 
•*  troops  and  mine,  which  are  oppofite  to  each  other.  Thcfc 
<<  two  points  fliouki,  in  my  opinion,  be  expedited  at  the  fame 
*<  time.  .^ 

«*  I  have  learnt,  however,  with  great  difpleafure,  the  te- 
•*  merity  of  feme  of  my  officers  who  dared  to  feize  thevenifort 
•*  dcftined  for  your  majefty's  table.  You  may  be  perfuaded, 
**  that  if  I  can  difcover  them,  they  fliall  be  very  rigoroufly 
<^  treated,  and  that  I  fliall  always  regard  as  facred  every  thing 
*'  which  concerns  your  majefty's  perfon  and  royal  family. 
*^  Before  I  conclude,  1  cannot  help  deploring,  from  my  hearti 
^^  that  your  majefty  has  entered  intQ  $in  alliance  with  my 

'    -  •*  enemies. 
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-•*  enemies;  which,  according  to  your  own  avowal,  forces  you 
•*  to  negleft  the  real  interefts  of  your  perfoa  and  dates.  I 
««am,  &c/' 

Another  Anfwer  of  the  King. 

**  Strouppcn,  i8th  September,  1756. 
'<  Sir  and  Brother, 
•*  Since  our  affairs  are  at  prefent  arranged  *,  and  your  ma-. 
**  jefty  has  your  departure  for  Poland  fo  much  at  heart,  I  have 
**  immediately  expedited  aH  the  orders  you  demanded  by  ma- 
•*  jor  Zechwiz  j  and  I  wifli  you  with  all  my  heart  a  happy 
**  journey.  It  will  depend  folely  on  your  majefty  what  road 
<«  you  wi(h  to  take ;  and,  in  cafe  your  majefty  defires  to  meet 
*'  none  of  my  troops  on  the  way,  you  have  only  to  fignify 
«<  your  pleafurc  to  baron  Sporcken,  that  I  may  order  them  to 
*'  withdraw.  I  conclude  with  the  moft  fincere  proteftations, 
*<  that,  in  fpite  of  every  thing  I  have  been  conftrained  to  do 
*'  in  the  prefent  conjundiure,  I  fliall  always  preferve  for  your 
*«  majefty  the  moft  perfeft  friendQiip,  and  feize  every  oppor* 
**  tunity  of  leftifying  to  you,  and  to  all  the  royal  family,  how 
**  greatly  I  intereft  myfelf  for  their  advantage.  In  the  mean 
*<  time,  I  ftiall  always  remain,  with  the  moft  diftinguiftied 
^'  fentiments  of  efteem,  and  the  moft  perfedt  confideration, 
^<  Sir  and  Brother, 

^'  Your  ai.ajefty*s  faithful  brother, 
^  «  Frederick.*' 

(73)  ^^  ^^s  tbc  cuftom  of  the  ancient  Germans  to  admit  no 
judges  in  their  quarrels,  but  to  decide  them  with  the  fword  or 
the  fift  J  which  was  called  in  German  Fauftrecht^  literally^ 
the  right  of  \kitfijl.  Even  during  the  fifteenth  century  no- 
thing was  more  common  in  Germany  than  to  fee  one  prince 
jSit  war  with  another,  city  with  city,  and  gentleman  with  gen- 

^  3y  the  capture  of  the  whole  Saxon  army. 

Dd  3  tieman. 
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tieman.     It  wai  not  till  the  reign  of  Maximilinn  L  tlitt  tkt 
prince:!  and  ftates  of  Germany  confented  to  make  a  general 
peace,  which  they  called  a  public  piace^  and   to  eftablilh^ 
tribunal  in  the  empire  to  decide  difFerences.     This  public 
peace  is  a  fundamental  law  of  the  empire,  and  prdains  tfait 
no  ilate  of  the  empire  (hall  declare  or  make  war  againft  ano- 
ther, but  fliall  be  obliged  to  lay  th^ir  connplaints  before  the 
tiibunal  of  the  empire,  and  wait  for  judgment  an4  ajffiftanff. 
He  >vho  fliall  zGt  contrary  to  this  law,  or  epiploy  violcnd 
againft  another,  is  to  be  regarde4  4i  the  enemy  of  the  empire, 
9nd  the  other  ftates  fliall  unite  their  forces  to  fubiiue  ^(W? 
nifli  him  •    Thefe  forces  confift  in  troops,  wbichf  in  this  c^ic^ 
the  ftates  of  the  ei^pire  are  oblige^  to  furnifli  according  to  i 
certain  fixed  proportion*     An  army  of  tb^  empire,  or  dn 
circles,  is  compofed  of  feveral  cQfUinginti^  by  which  name  th9 
number  of  ipen  furniflied  by  each  fiate  is  called  ;  an4  all  theft 
contingents  are  compofed  of  newly* eniifted  foldiers,  withf 
out  either  exercife  or  knowledge  in  the  military  art.     Thcrp 
was  a  time  when  an  army  of  this  nature,  compofedj  of 
)  0,000  men,  would  have  difarmed  the  margrave  of  Brandeo- 
bourg,  and  compelled  bin)  to  fubmit  to  the  decree  of  the  eoi* 
pire.     But  we  may  well  imagine  that  fuch  an  arnay  is  but  a 
feeble  inftrument  againft  a  permanent  force  of  150,000  men. 
The  movements  of  the  army  of  the  circles  againft  the  king  of 
PrufTu  are  become  an  objed  of  pleafantry  and  ridicule.    A 
fingular  errot  qf  th'*  prefs,  in  the  German  decree  Dublifhed  OQ 
this  occafion  by  the  tribunal  of  the  empire,  to  put  Frederick 
under  its  ban,  afforded  frefli  matter  for  fatire.     It  declared 
that  the  empire  would  aflfenible  againft  the  kin§  their  miferttU 
contingents  (elende  Relchjhuife^  inftcad  of  eiUnd^^  Riicbjkulfi). 
The  tribunal   fent  a  notary,  called  April,  to  M.  4c  PlotQ, 
Frederick's  envoy  a(  Katifl)on,  to  fignify  to  him  th(  p^o- 
fcription  of  his  n^after,  Frederick,  eledor  of  Brandenbourg ; 
but  M.  Ploto  kicked  Mr.  April  down  flairs  with  the  decree  of 
his  tribunal.    The  king  anfwered  this  pompous  decree  by 

the 
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the  viftoiy  of  Lowofiez,  arid  the  capture  of  the  Saxon  army 
at  Pima.  Nothing  proves  more  clearly  than  this  event  the 
vice  of  the  Germanic  conftituiion,  and  the  abfurdity  of 
thefe  tribtinals,  whkh  even  the  counts  of  the  empire  laugh 
at,  when  fupportcd  by  any  prince  who  ai^y  be  even  incon* 
fiderably  powerful.  The  late  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caffel  pub- 
licly caned  4  notary  of  the  Imperial  chamber  of  Wczlar,  wbQ 
fignified  to  him,  on  the  parade,  a  decree  iflued  againft  him  by 
that  chamber. 

The  German  dodors  on  this  occaGoo  engaged  in  warm 
difputes,  upon  the  queftion,  Wbetbir  tbe.fmblic  piaci  was  bro^ 
imarn^f  Thofe  of  Vienna  contended,  that  tfafS  irruptioii 
of  Frederick  info  Saxony  and  Bohemia  wa^  a  real  infraSioii 
«f  that  peace ;  whilft  thofie  of  Berlin  afierted,  that  the  rup- 
ture of  the  public  peace  did  not  coniiil  only  in  hoftile  a^^i 
but  alfo  in  confpiracies  and  alliances  againft  another  ftate  ; 
whence  they  concluded,  that  the  courts  of  Drefden  and  Win 
cnna  had  firft  violated  this  peace,  and  that  Frederick  had  only 
a£ted  in  confequence  of  the  rigbt  af  pnviruion^  and  for  his 
'  <)wn  fecurity. 

(74)  Some  of  the  generals  urged  the  propriety  of  deferring 
the  attack  until  the  next  morning,  as  tbe  troops  bad,  that 
day,  made  a  long  march,  and  were  fatigued ;  but  the  king 
replied,  *yTFi  muftjirlki  tbe  iron  when  it  is  hot  j**  and  the  at- 
tack wa9^ermined  on. 

(7i)  In  the  hiflory  of  a  free  people,  Schw^rin  would  h:ive 
obuined  a^  place  by  the  fide  of  a  C$drks^  a  Curtius^  or  a  Decius. 
Pruffia,  for  which  he  fo  gcncroufly  facrificed  his  life,  was  not 
%\% country)  be  was  already  a  general  when  he  entered  into 
that  fervice.  Military  honour,  the  ardent  defire  of  partaking 
the  glory  of  Frederick,  and  of  the  foldiers  he  commanded, 
produced  in  him  the  fame  enthufiafm  which  the  love  of  li* 
bcrty  and  patriotifoi  infpired  into  the  heroes  of  antiquity* 

D  d  4  Glory 
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Glory  made  him  derpife  life.  Thefe  generous  feDtimcHi; 
were  aided,  doubtlefs,  by  the  circumflance  of  hit.  baviiig 
pafled  a  year  by  the  fide  of  Charles  XIL  at  Bender. 

Schw^rin  entered  into  the  ferviee  of  Pruffia  in  if  ^o.  He 
had  ferved  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  on  the  fide  of  £nglaii4 
under  Marlborough  and  Eugene.  In  the  firft  and  fecond 
war  of  Silefia,  he  had  the  command  of  the  arm^  under  Ibe 
orders  of  the  king,  and  was  wounded  at  this  brittle  of  Nfsif' 
witz.     He  fell  at  the  age  of  73. 

After  the  battle,  Frederick  repaired  to  the  {pot  where 
Schw^rtn's  body  ftill  lay  covered  with  blood.  He  contem- 
plated him  for  ft>me  time  in  filence ;  tears  flowed  from  hit 
fyes  •,  and  he  at  length  exclaimed,  *•  J  bwi  lo/l  a/atier/^' » 

Frederick  has  ereded  a  marble  fiatue  to  his  memory  in  one 
of  the  public  fquares  of  Berlin.  He  is  reprefented  with  the 
colours  in  his  hand,  in  the  attitude  in  which  he  fell.  The 
drefs  is  Romany  with  the  fword  and  order  of  Pruffia^  all  which 
produces  a  bad  tStSt, 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1776,  the  emperor  Jofeph  II. 
viewing  the  fpot  on  which  the  brave  general  ivas  Uain, 
ordered  three  rounds  of  cannon  and  mufketry  to  be  fired,  iq 
honour  of  this  hero,  by  five  battalions  of  gri^nadicrs  j  apd  at 
each  difcharge  the  prince  took  off  his  hat. 

(76)  After  the  battle,  Frederick  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  queen  mother,  dated  6th  May,  1757 : 

**  Madam, 
«<  My  brothers  and  I  are  ftill  in  good  health.  The  Au? 
"  ftrians  ri(k  lofing  the  whole  campaign,  and  I  am  free  with 
♦*  150,000  picn.  Add  to  this,  that  we  arc  matters  of  a 
*'  kingdom  >yhich  is  obligee}  to  furnifh  us  with  troops  and 
**  money.  The  Auftrjans  are  difperfed  like  chaflf"  before  the 
**  wind.  I  fliall  fend  a  part  of  my  troops  to  pay  their  com- 
<<  pliments  to  the  French,  and  am  going  to  follow  the  Au» 
f  *  ftrians  wiiji  the  remainder  of  my  army,  &c." 

In 
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•  In  this  battle,  the  king  made  a.  foldier,  who  diftinguiiBed 
himfelf,  a  lieutenant.  This  man,  although  excellent  in  his 
fubaltern  ftation,  made  a  bad  officer.  The  commander  of 
his  regiment  -was  obliged  to  defire  the  king  to  place  him  in 
ibme  rank  morejuitable  to  bis  talents,  Frederick,  of  which 
i(  Js  impoi&ble  to  conceive  the  reafon,  made  him  acounfellor 
of  war.  The  new  counfellor,  placed  in  a  college  of  the  af« 
fairs  of  which  he  was  totally  ignorant,  ^nd  affifiing  at  confe-^ 
fences  above  his  pomprehenfion,  authoritatively  decided  eveiy 
point  at  a  venture  ;  and  when  his  brethren  the  counfellors 
>vere  not  of  his  opinion,  he  drew  his  fabre,  and  wanted  to 
force  them  to  vote  with  him.  We  may  imagine  chat  fo 
turbulent  a  counfellor  could  not  prove  very  agreeable  to  the 
company.  .The  prefident  begged  the  king  to  extricate  them 
from  their  connexions  wjtb  this  obftreperous  member,  but 
Frederick  replied,  *«  At  prefent  I  have  no  other  place  to  give 

♦'  the  counfellor  of  war I  cannot,  therefore,  comply 

*f  with  your  wiflies.  I  will  order  him,  however,  to  carry 
1^  himfelf  more  inpfFenfively,  and  no  longer  to  aflift  at  your 
*.*  future  meetings.  But  I  am  convinced  of  the  abilities  of 
*^  my  other  counfellors  of  war,  and  imagine  that  fo  many 
*«  men  of  underftanding  may  well  fuffer  amongft  them  one 
V  ignorant  foldier," 

(77)  Three  other  generals,  Fpuqqet,  Wipterfeldt,  and 
Hautcharipoi,  were  alfo  \younded  in  this  battle. 

(78;  Daun  liked  order  in  the  midft  of  the  firing:  he  had 
the  gift  of  pofTeffing  himfelf,  and  preferving  his  head  as  free 
as  in  his  cabinet.  He  has  been  reproached  with  having  too 
often  temporized  ;  but  was  it  always  permitted  him  to  aSt 
as  he  thought  proper  ? 

(79)  Letter  from  the  King  of  Prujfia  to  my  Lord  Marjhalj  G#* 
vernor  of  Neufchatel^  the  Day  after  the  Battle  of  Col'm^ 
*' The  Imperial  grenadiers  are  an  admirable  troop;. one 
ff  hundred  companies  defended  an  height^  wH\eVv  \.Vv^  V^^%. 
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<*  infintry  coold  not  carry.  Ferdinand,  who  ^ommaiidedtk 
^  infantry,  attacked  them  feven  times,  but  fruitlefsly. 

«^  On  the  firft,  he  took  a  battery  he  could  not  keep.  Tk 
^  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  a  numerous  and  well-feml 
**  train  of  artillery,  which  does  honour  to  LichtenfWii 
^  the  diredor.  RuiSa  alone  can  difpute  the  pain  with  Unb 

«*  I  had  not  infantry  enough  s  all  my  cavalry  were  prrfat 
*^  and  doing  nothing,  except  a  pufli  I  made  with  my  bo4f- 
**  gvards  ^d  fome  dragoons.  Ferdinand  attacked  withoit 
<*  powder,  biit,  in  return,  the  enemy  did  not  fparo  theinf 
^^  tbey  had  in  their  favour  two  heights,  entreMhmeati,  airi 
^*  a  prodigious  artillery  :  feveral  of  my  regiments  fell  by  tks 
«<  mufket.  Henry  did  wonders  I  Henceforward  I  ihall  Crnh 
•*  hie  for  my  worthy  brothers  ;  they  are  too  brave.  forUuM 
^  turned  her  back  on  me  this  day  :  it  is  only  what  I  ought  ta 
^  exped  I  (he  is  a  female,  and  I  am  not  gallant:  £he  tak« 
**  the  fide  of  the.  ladies  who  are  at  war  with  me* 

*'  To  fay  the  truth,  I  fhould  avail  myfelf  of  more  infimtrj, 
**  Succefs,  my  dear  lord,  often  infpires  a  prejudicial  eonfi* 
^«  dence.  Three  and  twenty  thoufand  men.  were  not  fufli- 
«^  cient  to  diflodge  fixty  thoufand  from  an  advantageous  poft* 
•<  We  will  do  better  another  time. 

**  What  do  you  fay  of  this  league  which  has  no  other  ob- 
•«  jca  but  the  eleaor  of  Brandenbourg  ?  The  Great  Eledor 
*^  would  be  aftoniflied  to  fee  his  grandfon  engaged  with  the 
^^  Ruffians,  the  Aufirians,  almoft  all  Germany,  and  z co,ooo 
•'  auxiliary  French. 

«^  I  do  not  know  whether  my  fall  will  be  attended  with 
^*  any  difgrace,  but  I  am  fure  there  will  be  little  glory  in 
••  overcoming  me." 

In  the  midft  of  this  battle,  the  king,  wifliing  to  rally 
his  troops,  and  bring  them  to  the  charge  a  feventh  time, 
found  them  wavering;  on  which  he  cried  out,  with  an 
animated  tone,  «  ff^ould  you  live^  tbcn^  eternally  ?*'     This 

fingular 
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lingular  exhorUtion,  ami^ft  fire  ahd  flaugfatfir,  ^led  tliem 
with  frefh  ardour  s  and  they  rulhed  on  to  death. 

;  (80}  The  following  is  the  account  tt U^h  the  prince  royal 
Jiiiftfelf  gives  of  tke  king's  manner  of  receiving  him  : 

-  ^*  At  ten  oVIocl^^  the  king  arrive^  at  the  right  wing  of  ouir 
f*  ci^mp^  accompanied  by  his  body-gv^rds,  feme  hpufehold 
f*  troops  and  pioneers,  whom  he  direSed  to  mark  out  the 
f*  camp  for  the  regiments  which  be  had  brought  with  him« 
*f  I  mounted  my  horf^  to  gp  and  meet  tbe  Icing,  with  the 
f*  prince  of  Severn,  the  prince  of  Wjrtembprg,  and  fome  of 
¥*  the  principal  generals.  The  king  no  fooner  perceived  ust 
^*  than  he  turned  about  bis  horie,  in  which  poflure  he  con* 
^  tinucd  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  But  be  was  at  laft  obliged 
^<  to  make  way  for  the  pioneers.  I  approached  to  pay  my 
^<  duty  to  l^im.  He  faid  not  a  word,  did  not  deign  to  look  at 
f«  me,  ^nd  fcarcply  moved  his  hat.  Nor  did  he  give  a  better 
**  reception  tp  the  prince  of  Severn  and  the  other  genersils* 
f*  Soon  after,  he  called  general  Goltz,  and  faid  to  him^ 
f*  Tell  my  brother  and  aH  his  gemrah^  tbaty  if  I  £d  rights- 1 
**  fiould  have  all  their  beads  flru^k  off**  This  compliment  was 
^<  not  agreeable  ;  fome  of  the  generals  were  afflicted  at  \t^ 
f*  others  piqued,  whilil  fome  turned  it  into  rallery. 

*<  I  learnt  that  the  king  had  forbidden  the  regiments  which 
f^  he  brought  with  him  to  have  any  communication  with 
^^  thofe  under  my  command,  under  the  pretence  that  my  of- 
^*  ficers  and  foldiers  had  loft  all  courage  and  ambition.  The 
^^  king  difmiiled  general  Schultz,  whom  I  bad  fent  for  the 
^«  watch  word  \  and  when  I  waited^on  him  myfelf  with  the 
^^  lifts  and  reports  of  the  army»  he  took  them  haftily  into  his 
«'  hands,  and  turned  his  back  upon  me. 

«<  Greneral  Schmettau  was  ordered  to  get  out  of  the  king's 
^  fight,  and  go  to  Drefden  by  thefirfl:  conveyance. 

««  After  this  Ihameful  treatment,  I  refolvcd  to^  quit  the 

•<  campt 
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*<  camp,  and  go  to  Budi^,  ^nd  the  next  day  wrote  him  tk 

••  following  letter :    "-  '\ 

"  My  DEAR  Brother^ 

*<  The  letters  you  have  written  me,  and  the  reception  I 
*<  met  with  yeflerday,  give  me  fufficiently  to  underftand,  thili' 
^*  In  your  opinion,  I  have  forfeited  my  honour  and  reputation* 
'<  This  afflids^  but  does  not  humble  me,  having  nothing  will' 
<*  which  I  can  reproach  myfelf.  I  am  perfedly  convinoei 
*<  that  I  have  notaSed  from  caprice,  nor  followed  theadvioi 
^^  of  perfons  incapable  of  giving  me  good  counfel,  and  have 
'^  done  every  thing  I  thought  advifeable  for  the  army.  AH 
<<  your  generals  will  do  me  thai  jufiice.  I  hold  it  ufelefstD 
<<  beg  of  you  to  let  my  conduct  be  examined*  That  wouU 
<'  be  conferring  a  favour,  and  I  cannot  therefore  expeA  il 
*<  My  health  is  impaired  by  fatigue,  but  ftill  more  by  chagrin. 
**  I  have  taken  up  my  }odgings  in  towa  in  order  to  re« 
^«  cover  it. 

«*  I  have  defired  the  prince  of  Bevern  to  lay  before  you  die 
*\  army  reports  ;  he  can  give  you  an  account  of  cycry  thing. 
^<  Be  aflured,  my  dear  brother,  that,  in  fpite  of  the  misfor- 
**  tunes  that  deprefs  me,  axid  which  I  have  not  merited,  I 
**  fliall  never  ceafe  my  attachment  to  theftate;  and,  as  a 
«'  faithful  member  of  the  fame,  my  joy  will  be  complete 
•'  when  I  hear  of  the  happy  iffue  of  your  enterprize^.  I  ha?e 
>«  the  honour  to  be,  &c.*' 

"  The  king  wrote  me  the  following  anfwer  with  his  own 
band :     ' 

««  My  DEAR  Brother, 
•'  Your  bad  condu<3.  has  greatly  deranged  my  affairs.  It 
"  is  not  the  enemy,  but  your  ill-concerted  meafures,  which 
♦*  have  done  me  all  the  mifchicf.  My  generals  are  not  par- 
**  donable,  either  for  having  given  you  bad  advice,  or  for 
'^  having  permitted  you  to  take  fuch  improper  refolutions. 

"Your 
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*^  Your  ears  arc  only  accuftomed  to  hearken  to  the  difcourfe 

^  of  flatterers.  Daun  has  not  flattered  you,  and  you  fee  the 
**  confequences.  In. this  fad  fituation,  nothing  remains  lot 
f*  me  but  to  recur  to  the  laft  extremity.  I  am  going  to  offer 
*«  battle,  and  if  we  cannot  conquer,  we  (hall  all  feek  death. 
••  I  do  not  complain  of  your  heart,  but  of  your  incapacityt 
*^  and  fmall  ihare  of  judgment  in  chufing  the  beft  means. 

»**  Whoever  has  but  a  few  days  to  live,  has  nothing  to  dlf« 
**  femble.  1  wifh  you  better  fortune  than  I  have  had,  and 
*^  that  all  the  evils  and  difadvantageous  adventures  you  have 
•*  experienced  may  teach  you  to  treat  important  matters  with 
**  more  care,  reafon,  and  refolution.     The  chief  part  of  the 

■  «*  misfortunes  I  forefee,  proceed  only  from  yourfelf  5  you 
««  and  your  children  will  fuffer  mere  from  them  than  I  fhall. 

-  **  Be  affured,  however,  that  I  have  always  loved  you,  and 
•«  that  with  thefe  fentiments  I  fliall  die.'' 

•*  I  thought  it  as  well  not  to  anfwer  this  letter.  Having 
<<  learnt  that  the  king  would  march  in  the  evening  toWeiiTen*. 
*<  berg  with  18  battalions  and  28  fquadrons,  I  a(ked  him 
<<  permif&on,  through  colonel  Lentulus,  to  fet  out  for  Dref- 
««  den  with  the  firft  efcort.  The  king  anfwered.  That  it  de* 
*«  fended  on  myfelf^  and  that  an  efcort  would  depart  the  fame 
•*  evening. 

<<  All  the  generals  who  had  been  under  my  command,  came 
<<  to  take  leave  of  me,  and  all  approved  my  refolution.  Ge« 
*<  neral  Winterfeldt  waited  on  the  king,  and  had  a  conver- 
<<  fation  of  two  hours  with  him  \  after  which  he  boafted  that 
•«  the  king  had  excepted  him  from  the  number  of  generals 
<<  with  whom  he  was  diflSitisfied.  The  prince  of  Bevern^ 
^  whom  the  king  took  no  notice  of,  was  greatly  adlidted. 
«<  Winterfeldt  had  neither  done  nor  counfelled  any  thing 
<«  better  than  the  reft.  This  diftindion  excited  many  ftff« 
*^  ptcions,  and  ftill  more  when  it  was  known  that  be  hiM 
^^  been  all  along  in  fccret  corrcfpondence  with  ibe  kiitg*    i 

•*fet 
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^  fee  out  at  five  in  the  eireniflg  with  twd  bttttHont  of  tiktt^ 
*<  chtrmoi,  and  400  waggbtis.  We  flept  at  a  villagtf,  ani 
<<  •!!  the  30th^  at  tiooni  arrived  4t  Orefiten.  I  immediatdy 
«^  wrote  to  the  miniftry,  and  all  the  governors  of  fertrtflei  id 
«(  Silefia,  to  (hew  theih  the  impoffibility  I  h^  beeh  in  ef 
**  fending  thtiii  fuccourt. 

<<  The  king,  to  get  rid  of  their  66iilplliinti»  liSd  teSuni 
«« tfaeoa  all  to  me,  ind  fignified  to  thcUti  that  1  Wis  tethotiarf 
«« to  fend  the  tieceffary  forces  to  put  the  prdvincfe  out  of  din* 
•<  ger  of  being  pillaged  by  the  light  troops,  at  thfe  rtrj  rims 
«<  he  knew  that  t  was  environed  hj  the  whole  Anftrian  vtmf^ 
^  and  had  the  greateft  difficulty  to  extricatt  itay&lf/' 

(81)  The  prince  of  Soubife,  on  arriving  on  the  LowSf 
Meufe,  learnt  with  aftonifhment  that  the  Pruffinns  had  joft 
evacuated  Wefel,  a  place  deemed  as  ftrong  as  Luxembouf|< 
The  court  of  London,  to  whom  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  long 
fince  imparted  his  projed  of  abandoning  this  place^  vigorottflj 
oppofed  his  intentions.  Being  urged  to  give  his  :illy  thif 
reafons  which  determined  him  to  adopt  this  refolution,  ht 
alledged,  that,  to  defend  a  place  like  Wefel,  it  l^ras  neceffiuy 
to  have  a  garrifon  of  25,000  men»  and  proved  that  the  faoe 
number  of  troops  would  be  more  ufeful  to  him  elfewherei 
What  Frederick  replied  to  England  was  true)  but  tbefe  Were 
not  the  only  motives  which  determined  him :  the  tardinefs 
of  the  Hanoverians,  who  would  do  nothing,  decided  him  i 
for,  by  leaving  Wefel  to  ftand  a  fiege,  there  is  tio  doubt  that 
die  French,  notwithflanding  the  bravery  of  the  prince  of  Sou- 
bife, and  the  (kill  of  that  nation  in  conduAing  fieges,  wouM 
have  been  at  leaft  two  months  retarded  before  thtt  place;  tb^ 
Hanoverians,  fure  that  the  French  could  not  penetrate  during 
the  courfe  of  that  campaign  into  their  country,  would  haft 
taken  fpecial  care  not  to  march,  and  Frederick^  the  viAlm  of 
his  alliance»would  have  gratuitoufly  ferved  tbem.This  prince*; 
too  poUtic  to  aft  on  fuch  principles,  imagined  that j  by  opea- 


ing  the  gates  of  Wefel,  the  prince  of  Soubife^  finding  no  lon- 
ger any  confiderable  barrier  to  oppofe  his  entrance  into  tte 
eledorate  of  Hanover,  woiilci  at  length  force  the  Hanovcrkns 
to  move  i  and  virhat  he  forefaw  came  to  pafs. 

(82)  On  the  8tb,  there  were  ftill  fome  difficulties  rtfpeStlng 
tliis  convention.  Baron  Sporcker,  a  lieutenant-general  of 
the  duke  of  Cumberland's  army,  arrived  the  fame  day  at  die 
French  camp  with  inflrudions  from  this  printe^  which  reiiKH 
ted  every  fubjed^  of  conteftation,  and  the  convention  was  not 
iigned  till  the  9th  by  the  duke  of  CumberUnd  and  maribd 
llichelieu. 

In  the  preamble  it  is  dated,  thitt  the  king  of  Denmark^ 
fenfible  of  the  misfoiitunes  to  which  the  duchies  of  Bremen 
and  .  Verden,  which  formerly  belonged  to  him^  are  expofeil 
hj  the  difagreeable  ctrcumflances  of  this  war,  has  offered 
his  mediation  to  England;  in  confequence,  ihii  monardi 
ftipulates,  by  the  foiee  of  count  Limar,  that  be  h  guaranty 
of  the  capitulation  on  the  point  of  being  figned  by  the  twa 
generals  of  the  refpetiiive  armies 

-This  convention  is,  in  fubftance,  as  follows :  That  bofii* 
lities  having  ceafed  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  the  aaHiliarj^ 
troops  of  the  Hanoverian  army»  namely,  thofe  of  Hcflct 
Srunfwick,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  eveA  thofe  of  La  Lippe  BOckt?- 
bourg,  (hall  all  of  them  return  home,  and  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland engages  to  pafs  the  Elbe  with  the  part  of  hb  artny 
which  he  cannot  place  at  S^de.  The  troops  which  fiiall  entcf  * 
that  town  are  eftimated  at  5  or  6000  men.  They  fiiall  re« 
main  there  under  the  guaranty  of  his  Danifii  majefty ;  they 
Ihall  commit  no  hoftility,  nor  be  expofed  to  any  from  the 
French  troops.  It  is  then  agreed  that  the  Hanoverian  arm/ 
fliaU  take  up  their  winter  quarters  beyond  the  Elbe,  &c« 

The  remainder  pf  the  convention  refpeAs  the  limits  to  be 
fixed  for  each  army  in  the  environs  of  Stade.  There  iire  al- 
fo  fome  feparate  artidesy  explanatory  of  certain  points  whicii 
might  have  given  rife  to  doubts. 

LitUf 
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Liturftm  the  King  of  Prujfta  to  the  King  of  England^  tfier  ihi 
Convention  of  Ch^tt- Seven. 

"Sire, 
*<  I  have  juft  learnt  that  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  the 
^«  elc&orate.  of  Hanover  is  in  agitation.  Has  your  majefly  (o 
«*  little  firmnefs  and  conflancy  as  to  fufFer  yourfclf  to  be 
*^  deprefled  by  a  few  reverfcs  of  fortune  i  Are  affairs,  then^ 
«^  in  fo  ruined  a  flate  as  to  have  become  irretrievable? 
*^  Let  your  majefty  give  attention  to  the  meafure  which 
**  you  think  of  taking,  and  to  the  procedure^  likewife,  which 
*(  you  have  compelled  me  to  embrace.  The  firft  is  the  caufe  of 
<^  all  the  misfortunes  which  are  preparing  to  overwhelm  me. 
**  I  never  would  have  renounced  the  alliance  of  France,  but 
«*  for  the  fine  promifes  your  majefty  made .  me.  1  by  no 
*<  means  repent  of  the  treaty  I  have  made  with  your  Majefty; 
*'  but  do  not  bafely  abandon  me  to  the  mercy  of  my  enemies, 
*^  after  having  drawn  almoft  all  the  forces  of  Europe  upon 
*^  me.  I  triift  that  your  majefty  will  recoiled  your  engage- 
*^  ments,  reiterated  on  the  26th  of  laft:  month,  and  that  you 
**  will  liften  to  no  accommodation  in  which  I  ihall  not  be 
««  comprifed/' 

Anfwerfrom  the  Ministry  of  England  to  the  King  of  Prujffid, 
*«  Sire, 
*«  The  king,  having  required  an  account  to  be  laid  before 
<*  him  of  the  reprcfentations  of  Mr,  Alitchel  on  the  fubjed 
<*  of  certain  overtures  made  by  the  cledoral  minifters  of  his 
«'  majefty  concerning  his  German  dominions,  orders  thefol- 
•*  lowing  anfwer  to  be  given  to  the  king  of  Prui£a*s  miniftef.t 
«*  That  it  never  was  bis  majefty's  intention,  that  the  faid 
•*  overtures,  made  without  the  participation  of  the  Britife 
«*  council,  fhould  have  the  leaft  influence  on  the  condud  of 
*«  his  majefty,  as  king.  He  views  with  the  fame  eye  as  here- 
«*  tofore  the  pernicious  effVfts  of  the  union  between  the  courts 

•♦  of 
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f^.  of  VicDila  and  Verfailles,  which  threatens  t6  overthrow  the 
•*  public  fyftem  and  independence  of  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
.*':rope  ;  and  confiders  as'one  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  a 
^^  dangerous  c6hne£lioti9;.the  ttep  taken  by  the  court  of  Vi« 
«'  ejitia,  bf  delivpriog  the  ports  of  thje  LowCouhtries  into  thd 
<^  hands  of  France,  cdntrary  ta  the  &ith  of  the  mbft  folemn 
«'  treaties,         1 ,      .  .  .     .....  '    - 

^^  In  fo  critical  a  fituation,  and  whatever  may  have  beeil 
*«  the  fucc^fs  of  arms,  his  majefty  is  det^jmined  to  aS  in  con- 
*<  tinued  concert  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  refpcaing  the 
'^  mod  efficacious  means  of  fruftrating  the  unjuft  and  op- 
««  preflivc  defigns  of  their  conimonF  enetliieii ;  and  the  king  of 
*'  Pruffia  may  be  affured,  ihit  Ihfe  Britifli  crown  will  con- 
*'  tinue  fcrupuloufly'  to  fuIfiT  i^s  engagements  with  his 
<<  Prui^an  majefty,  and  tono^intain  them  with. firmnefs  and 
•*  vigour/' 

(83 )  The  army  6f  thd  ctircies  was  iixcrcired  ifl  this  country 
by  the  bifliop  of  Bamberg.  One  of  the  bifLbp^s  clergy,  at  the 
fight  of  this  army  and  thele  warlike  prepsiratioos,  was  fo 
perfuaded  of  vidtoi-y,  that,  in  a  fermpB,  •  he  addrefled  ihefe 
words  to  his  audience :  -        . 

"  Vidlory  cannot  efcape  us ;  for,  befides  this  powerful  ar- 

"  my,  we  have  for  us  fcveral  holy  knights ;  thepopi^  themoft 

<•  Chrtjiian  king^  tht  holy  Roman  mpin^  and  the  great eji  part 

"  tftbe  poientaiis.^^Bm  the  Protefiaots*  whom  have  they  to 

'  *^  fupport  thenr?  None,  except  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  God*'* 

(84)  Frederick's  fituation  was  in  fad  very  mekncholy. 
In  one  of  thpfe  fatal  moments  when  de'fpair  gets  the  better  of 
reafon,  he  was  inclined  to  kill  himfelf.  He  wrote  to  his  , 
fifter  at  Bareith,  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  committing^ 
fuicide;aad  as  this  refolution  did  not  extinguiih  in  him  the 
love  of  gl'  ry,  he  Wiflied  to  have  it  faid  that  he  had  made 
verfes  on  the  brink  of  the  grave.    He  wrote  therefore  a  long 

Vol.  I.  £  e  epiftle 
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cpiftle  in  vtrto  tm  the  marqub  d*Argea«f  in  ^ieh  he  commit* 
iacaccd  to  him  his  reCblution,  bidding  hiin£arrw«l.  Hofwever 
fingular  this  epiflle  may  appear,  ohktwt  V4dtaire9  from  the 
nature  of  the  fubjea,  itsauthor^  and  the  perfbnage  to  whom 
ic  is  addrefled,  it  is  not  pollble  entirely  to  tranfcrifae  it,  on 
account  of  its  minenoua  repetitions )  but  fonc  paflages  in  it 
are  turned  with  fomc  degree  of  fuccefs.  The  following  are 
preferred  by  Vokairc : 

At  length,  th*  Irrevocable  die  is  caft  1 ' 

FatiguM  widi  bending  to  afflifBon'i  blaft^ 

The  days  I  ftoiten,  wtiichy  ppofnfb  of  wott' 

Nature  would,  pfithflifis  I Aproybfftmr.   : 

Bold^  yet  at  caft,  with  unaYOrted^, 

On  refolution's  wing,  prepared  to  £y, 

Througii  Aucide,  into  the  arms  of  ileathf 

And,  mii'ry  to^eftape,  relinqtAih  breath, 

I  bid  the  vain  chimera,  pomp,  adieu ! 

Wiftfiil  no  more  the  glare  ef  grandeur  view^ 

But,  gladly,  meat  tb*  emandpilaglumr 

Whi^h  calls  me  from  the  fleeting  blaae  of  powV.    ' 

Though,  once,  th'  iniidious  luftre  feemM  fo  dear, 

Amidit  the  gloiy  of  my  young  career, 

Th*  aii>inng  wilh,  weak  indifcretion's  gueft. 

Has  flown,  for  ever,  from  my  chaften*d  breaft. 

Philofophy,  of  fpotlefs  truth  the  (chool. 

Shall,  in  the  place  of  wild  ambition,  rule. 

ThoCt  frivolous  fedudHons  I  defpife 

Whence,  through  the  dream  oflife,  fuch  errors  rile. 

And,  now,  fiurewell  I  VMuptuoufiiefs  divine  t 

Your  flattering  aUoronenu  I  rciga  I 

Nor,  longer,  *midft  th*  enchanting  troops  remain^ 

Whofe  flowery  lin^S  can  gaietyeuchain* 

Ye  Gods !  dare  /  to  mention  joys  prefumef 

Whilft  adverie  flames  my  wafting  ibut  ^nfume  ? 

Seiz'd  by  the  vulture,  can  the  tender  dove 

Still  coo  in  Aipreetly.mslting  notes  of  loVe>? 

Or,  nightingales,  when  musd*iK>us  hawkaareaaaiv 

Greet  with  melodious  ftraios  th' enraptured  ffiar  ? 

Holtile  to  me,  how  long  the  ftar  of  light 

Hat  beamed  on  days  when^  with  reiiltleis  nught» 

Th'ac- 
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Th'  accuQiid^ing  l^sMl  t9f  tmU  i«ft»     

And  banilh'd,  from  my  tortur*d  (MtAftiM^Ofet 

PenuriQ«t«£  hb  I^Of^M*  fito^p  denies 

One  finf^t  ktf  t^  cioft  ipf  UmguiA  'CQrlitv .    . 

The  dtyrh  a|i]^roftcliii«f  >.I«flQ(4M«A^»  lo^^ 

«'  Frefh  mis'ri^t  wili^rU^  wkm  <by  tppclri."  . 

As  night  adviuficM,  I  knevy  her  dark*ning  (hade 

Wjf h  «»4U(«^  farr^wt  would  Qly  pe^te  invaik* 

«<^  heroes  of  Preod^m  I  Ye  whom  I  rcrere  I 

"  Spirit$  oiF  Brutiw  and  of  Cato  I  Hear  j     * 

**  Along  the  maze  where  errors  wildly  play, 

^  tour  great  exitnples  ihaH  itittrnfe  my  wiy. 

<<  }1r»f*  am'iai  mHiIi  ifae.  f^tiuoiu  Crftsk  Ihsdl  ftow, 

*<  Which  (b«ds  of  ^bmoMoii  mould  can  nerer  know,'* 

Avaunt!  )«  idk  phantoms  of  the  brain  I 

Whom  Superftition  loves  to  entertain  I 

ReligiofCs  aid  I  do  a^t  WBnt»  fo  |racti '  ^  ,      ■ 

What  fornM  the  nature  of  the  hiuiuuK  nacf » 

Sage  Epicurus  ca^  explw  it  i^  i 

Tell  that,.wor|i  wt  by  tiaie»  our  bodies  faJl  j 

Prove  that  this  jt^iciktliA  ^fy^iiyniX  ip^rka  of  &i^^     . 

However  organi:(Vl>  <?aa  4ie*er  aipirp 

To  imtportality.    T)»MitJnigU^  hmd 

Is,  ftill,  to^i^tf&iSfpdAtsGQnfinM. 

Framed  with  the  body^  it  ia  children  grows  fr 

Feels  pain  i  and,  only*  %ns  of  weakncis  kaowi  s 

It  wanders  \  aims  the  darknefs  to  explore } 

And,  failing,  drops  with  age  ...  •  .  to  rife  )M  m^rn 

beftroy*d  {  and  to  a  night  eternal  hiui*d. 

Beyond  the  confinea  df  this  Kving  wot*ld. 

A  banilEM  fiigUlVe  uj>6n  the  ^aftA^ 
Fy  treacherous  fH^iiids  beiray'd,  I  loa^h  hiy  birth* 
Slight  is  each  feUed  panig  coBipar*d  to  mine } 
Nor,  *midft  fiich  toirfwrtt  dkl  Prmat^ftu  pitt. 
And«  thus,  at  oace^  to  termiaate  my  grief, 
(Like  wretches  who,  by  death,  procure  relief. 
Delude  their  executioner,  and  burft. 
Through  HFer,  frcAn  aft-imprifonmeirt  aeciirfi,) 
Whatever  the  means,  each  fetter  I  unbind 
Which  to  the  foiii  mf  wafted  body  joined. 
My  friend,  within  this  portrait,  can  delcry 
What  realons  make  me  fo  refolv*d  to  dift* 

£  e  a  Nor 
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Nor  think  that,  falling  thtt9>  with  vain  defire. 
To  an  af§thefj/ls  I  a^ire  : 
Yet,  when  the  Spring  her  Yerdant  robe  refumet. 
And,  from  her  flow*ry  bofom,  wafts  perfiiinc«» 
Chufe  wreatbfl>  with  rofei  and  with  myrtles  dreft» 
To  decorate  the  grave  where  /  ihall  reft. 

Whatever  Voltaire  may  think  proper  to  advance  refJjiefiiDg 
the  turning  of  tbefe  verfes,  if  muft  be  allowed  tEat  they 
favour  ftrongly  of  defpair./  Th'ofe  he 'wrote  at  thjf  fame 
time  to  that  coryphsus  p{  French  literaturCj^  are  much 
better,  fropi  their  being  printed,  doubtlefs^  with  left  preci* 
pitation.  They  are  to  be  found  in'the  works  of  the  fbHofo^ 
pher  of  Sans'Soucty  and  conclude  ais  follows  : 

Fokaire,  within  hts  hermitage  fecure,  » 

On  lands  to  Which  his  chums  are  doubly  fUre,  - 
Becaufe  upon  his  ancient  faith  they  rife,  ' 

In  peace,  may  court  fur  Virtue  for  hit  prize  i  • ' 
Virtue,  to  which,  when  PUu§  traced  her  kwi,-  -^ 

Obedience  was  his  tribute  of  appkufe* 
But,  Frederick,  to  confirm  whofe  menaced  fate^ 
On  the  fierce  waves  th*  impending  fhipwreckt  waitf  • 
The  wildly-raging  tempeft  muft  defy. 
And  li'ue  a  monarch,  or,  a  monarch  die!     . 

(85)  One  of  Seidlitz's  dragoons^  who,  in  the  beat  of  the 
battle,  was  on  the. point  of  coming. up  with  a  Frenchman, 
perceived  behind  him,  at  the  fame  inllant,  an  Auftrian  cui« 
raflier,  with  his  uplifted  fabrc,  ready  to  cleave  his  head  in 
twain.  "  German  comrade^*  cries  the  Pruffian,  turning  round, 
*'///  me  take  this  Frenchman^  ^'Taie  him  "replies  the  Auftrian  j 
and,  faying  thefe  words,  he  wheeled  about,  and  rode  off. 

The  following  is  a  relation,  attributed  to  Frederick,  of 
the  battle  of  Rofbach : 

*"  The  combined  forces  of  the  French  army  and  that  of  the 
<<  empire  having  pointed  towards  the  Elbe,  the  king  took 

«*che 
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^*  the  rcfolution  to  quit  Tofgau,  and  to  approach  LeipHc 
<*  by  Eulenbourg,  where  he  arrived  on  the  26th  of  Auguft 
^«  with  his  whole  arnly.  On  the  ayth,  the  junflion  took 
*'  place  with  the  corp$  under  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt,  and 
^^on  the  28th  with  that  from  Magdebourg,  under  prmce 
*^  Ferdinand,  of  Brunfwicki 

**  On  the  30th,  his  majcfty  marched  towards  Lutzen,  and 
^^  pn  the  fame  day  the  6aemy  pafled  the  Sala  $  but  as.  they 
^<  bad  left  troops  in  Weiflenfds^  the  king,  at  the  head  of  his 
*^  van-guard,  advanced  there  upon  the  Jift.  This  town  was 
<*  abandoned  with  precipitation,  and  300  of  the  troops  of  the 
*'  circles,  with  fome  bjaggage,  were  taken.  The  French 
^'  grenadiers  difputed  the  bridge,  and,  at  length,  fucceeded 
**  in  burning  it,  in.fpite  of  all  our  efforts  to  prevent  them. 

*«  The  enemy*s  difpofttions  from  Naumbourg  to  a  part  of 
<<  Halle,  announced  their  intention  of  defending  the  Sala. 

*«  Marftal  Keith,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  bore 
f  *  down  on  Merfebburg,  to  get  pofleffidn  of  it ;  but  he  found   ' 
^«  the  bridge  cut,  and  (be  town  occupied  by  14.  French  bat- 
f *  talions^. 

**  The  bridge  of  Halle  being,  ^Tfo>  broken,  and  it  being 
*'  the  king*s  projedl  to  fight  the  combined  army,  m^rfhal 
**  Keith  wa?  fent  wjth  a  confiderable  detachmeot  to  repair 
^«  It.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  were  informed  of  this,  ibej^* 
*^  withdrew  all  their  :pofts  aloag  the  Sala,  and  fell  back  on 
«*  Michein. 

**  From  this  moment  we  began  to  repair  all  the  bridges, 
««  and  paffed  the  Safe  at  Merfebourg,  Halle,  and  Weiflcnfels, 
<<  in  three  columns,  which,  united  pa  the  3d  near  Rofbach.  - 

**  The  king,  who,  on  the  2d,  had  reconnoitred  the 
<<  enemy's  pofitioo,  and  imagined  he  could  attack  them  with 
<<  advantage  on  their  jright  Sank,  took  the  reiblution  of 
•*  marching  to :  them  on  thjp  4th,  and  every  difpofition  was 
'•madein  confcqufencc.     -i  •  -j :.    , 

f<£i|t,  daring  the  night,  he.  ww  inform^^  il\^\  there  was 
E  e  3  **  a  great 


422  L     I    r    B    :   Q    t  ' 

^*  a  grctt  movement  in  the  enemy's  camp^  zni  it  vmi  eoa* 
«^  je^iired  from  their  fires  that  they  moft  bate  chmgiA  fbei^ 
^«  poiiiion,  and  they  were  cveti  heard  wrking  at  their  aba* 
«^  ris«  The  king,  before  ho  took  his  refolodon,  wifted  td 
•*  rcconnoftie.them  htmlelf,  and,  befwten  fin  andTeveit  m 
**  the  morning,  afcended  an  emincne^  wif|i  |i  body  of  eight 
*^  tfaouiand  men,  preceded  by  the  e^ral  ry« 

*•  As  fixui  at  be  had  reconnoitre^  the  vttw  pofiii<tiiof  th<! 
**  combined  army,  he' deemed  it  tnacoeffible,  and  fell  badt 
«<  with  hi^  dbiacbmfnO;  The  enenfy  pet  fome  corps  of  ca- 
M  vatry  and  infantry  in;  mof  ion,  with  can  ion ;  but  tberr  pur- 
<^  fuit  was  fo  tardy,  and'  fo  feebJOt  that  they  derived  do  ad« 
<•  vantage  froniiit  ^  bcftdea  that  it  was-dEvedted  to'  a  point. 
<(  where  we  haidriiothing  to> apprehend.  They  cannonaded 
*«  fome  fquadi^on»,  but  without  €§k&, 

«(  The  kfrtg*s!  aMPmy  had^  palKrd  «he  ft%bt  at  BivM :  hsving 
^marched  dfuriivg  feveral^ys,  and  requiring  repofe,  his 
«^  majefty  permitted  them  fo  encamp.  His  projed  was  td 
^  reft  on  the  55h,  and  in  the  night  between  the  5fh  and  6ch  f6 
«'  march  to  Silefia,  where  his  prefencc  was  ihe  more  noeeffiry^ 
^  as  the  Auftrians  began  greatly  to  extend  their  progrefs  in 
*'  that  province.  There  was-  nothing  more  fo  fear  with  re- 
<<  fpeS  to  Saxony,  the  feafon  being  too  far  advaneed,  and  the 
^  enemy  Teeming  by  no  means  difpoftd  to  m^ke  »  winter^ 
<<  campaign.  Add  to  tbi^,  that  the  deferte^s  Tepocted  that 
*'  provifions  and  fubfiftence  were  very  fcarce,  and  imagined 
^^  that  their  army  muft  retreat  the  next  day. 

*^  Though  little  faith  is  to  be  put  m  the  reports  of  dtferr 
^'  ters,  the  king  ordered  a  detachment  to  take  poft  towards 
•*  Bourgfwelrben,  and  obfcrve  what  was  paffing  in  the  ene- 
•'  my*s  camp.  The  officer  who  command^cd  it^  abooc  ten 
*^  in  the  morning  acquainted  the  king*that  he*  perceived  the 
^'  enemy  in  motion,  and  at  elevti^  thaeuheircamp  was 
**  broken  up,  and  their  army  formiftg  Injorder  of  battle: 
•'^  and  in  fa<9,  itt  half  an  hourV  wtf^  fiw  9  boufy  df  about 
-  ■    "  ..  ♦*6ooQ 
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<<  6000  men,  cavalry  ,aiHl  iofantryt  afip€ar  upon  the  heights 
^'oppofite  (o  our  front,  and  in  a  ibort  rkns  the  whole  army 
^*  in  full  n»arch  by  their  righl. 

«  The  detachment  fe^t  to  obftrve  them  fell  back.  The 
*<  king  was  now  perfuackd  of  the  retreat  of  the  combined 
<*  army.  It  was  paft  twelve,  yet  be  would  not  come  to  ^ny 
<<  refol4ition  until  he  could  pofitively  afcertaia  the  enemy's 
**  projeA.  For  thii  purffpiO)  W  fent  out  a  freik  reconnoitring 
<«  party. 

•'About  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  difcovered*tbat  the 
<<  combined  sM^my  were  eadiavduring  to  turn  oof  Ufc  wing, 
<<  and  direding  their  march  towuds  Merfebourg.  Orders 
*•  were  iaftantly  given  to  defend  the  cao9|^  and  to  get  under 
^^  arms. 

^<  All  the  troops  marched  off  by  their  left  s  their  move* 
<<  ment  w«»  covered  by  e4  eminence,  on  which  our  buflars 
*<  maintained,  themfelves.as  loog  as  this  lafted.  The  bag-* 
^*  gage  filed  off  by  tbeir  rights  anddirefied  their  courfe  to- 
•«  wards  Halle.  .      .  .      ; 

*<  The  knowledge  of  this  general  movement  of  the  army, 
<<  and  efpecially  of  the  cavalry,  which  the  king,  with  the 
<<  exception  of  about  four  fquadrons,  drew  ofF  entirely  to  the 
«« left,  was  concealed  ftomi  the  FreMh.*  Ckneral  Seidfkz, 
^<  who  commanded  them,  manoeuvred  ably,  and  with  fuctl., 
«*  celerity,  that  he  reached  the  right  flank  of  jihe  enemy  with- 
er out  being  perceived*  and  co»ie<|ueotiy  before  they  had  a 
**  fquadron  formed  in  Une  of  battle*  I'be  emperor*!  cuh 
*'  rafliers,  and  the  cavalry  of  theempiref.  were  overchrowa 
<'  and  routed  without  any  difficuky^  and  the  whole  French 
^<  army  met  with  a  fimilar  defeat,  though  they  fought  with 
•*  great  valour. 

*'  The  king  was  behind  ibe  regiment  of  Brunfwick^ 
<<  which  dofed  th^  left  wii^g  of  the  iniantry.  As  foon  as  bo 
^  faw  the  fuccefs  of  bis  cavalry  well  eftablillied,  he  ordered 
V  fisL  battalions  to  march.    They  eafily  fprcad  diforder  in  the 

E  c  4  <•  right 
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zbcitii  for,  bewbobas  ttn  or  twelve  men  to  nourif 
ought  to  know  "whctc  he  (hall  get  his  provifions,  as  well 
the  man  wbo  muft  feed  a  thoufand.  Ja  fpite  of  this,  t 
troopt  fr^uently  wanred  bread. 

Another  incoareniencf  which  occafK^acd  j^loufy  andd 
order,  was  the  unequal  pay  of  t£e  foldifp^  They  who  i 
ceived  lefs  than  their  comrades  were  difGo&tentody  and  fn 
of  them,  who  were  paid  weekly,  fpent  their  eight  dayif 
\a  one  dajr,  and  were  iben  oUig^  to  rob  and  continue  n 
xauding  for  fubfiQence-^ 

(S6)  The  prince  of  Bevern  wrote  thus  to  the  king : 
<<  I  have  the  honoir  very  humbly  to  inform  your  mijd^ 
\^  that,  going  out  this  morning,  during  a  clear  oMKNi-ligli 
^  to  vifit  the  advanced  pofi»  of  our  buflars,  and  reeoisiil 
<<  the  ground  at  day-br^ak,  I  miftodt  my  rood*  and,  inta 
«•  c^  procxeding  to  the  rigbl,  which  led  to  my  qoarteni 
^<  Protfcb,  I  advanced  to  the  left,  towards  PraAfern,  aoiil 
<<  in  with  an.;^vanc€d  poflrof  Croats,  whofe  fires  I  coacmi 
^  to  be  thofe  of  our  buifars.  They  toek  me  prifoner,  u 
*«  conduced  me  to  gieneral  Beck,  &c." 
Theprince,oct  this  o€cafion,was  attended  by  only  one  fenrtf 

(87)  This  prieft  owed  all  hisfortone  to  Fredeiick  II*  i 
was  no  more  than  a  canon  of  Breflaw,  when,  In  I744» ' 
king  named  him  coadjutoc  of  the  biihop  of  Sileila,  aiul,i 
count  Sinisendorf 's  death,  put  him  into  the  poileffionof  I 
bifhopric,  in  fpite  of  the  repvetentatione  of  the  cbafl 
who  knew  him,  and  wifhed  to  havendlhing  to  do  with  hi 
Not  content  with  this,  Frederick  heaped  favours  on  biait  i 
every  occafion ;  he  created  him  a  prince,  gave  him  tbeii 
band  of  the  black  eagle,  and  invited  him  almoft  every  y^' 
Berlin  and  Potzdam.  The  bafe  manner  in  which  he  croudi 
at  the  feet  of  the  vi£lor,  rendered  him  defpifed  even  bj* 
Auftrian  general. 
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Tht*  ^vtetd^  %qn\iy  4UcS»rd«|  by  both  j^tics^  femid 
kMpfrlf  fcduMAiodieMlmtrdinHy^  Wlimy  after  the  battle 
riF  USi.  Frf^erkk  agjiia  be c«ne  auflef  oC  Sitefia,  ht  durft 
PH  appttr  in  U»e  prtiiieiicc  <if  bU  bt ncfaiQpr,  ^ml  abftndened 
Ikf  hifliopvtt.  Ht  fetirf4  iotO  a  cowent  of  C«piicbiafrar»« 
fnm  vtbcaee he  cri^  to jefiify bit C9i4ud  ma kiiei  which 
b  wrole  to  7r«t|erkh. 
'  The  folhmring  «i  ibe  letter^  with  the  iMQg'ftaaJrwQf  i   . 

Uam^fnmPrimSJatfp^^  I^pof  Br^km^  H^AiKing 

•*  NJce!fboii#g<  fctfi  Januarf,  1758. 

«^^  (The  ri{pea|uil  attachoaent  anAfi4eli»y  I  aheajrs  eblerve^ 
^^rni|^  the  whole  thae  1  bvnl  imkrr  jkhhf  naajefl/t  doBri« 
t  nsicion,  baNi  mtiit  mt  kof^  thae  I  ftonW  conflaat^  ti^Toft 
^  to  the  end  of  my  days,  your  good  giaeca  and  protedtofty 
^  trithout  tbe  ft^OM'tiy  ef  (be  cxiAenee  ef  a»y  fort  ef  fuf- 
V  (Hcioti,  atDjil  that  i  flMwU  beeadidjp  corered  from  any^  an 
^  riM  paitr  t>|  your  ma^yv  hjr  &  ecradnA  aa  eiice  cautioes  and 
^trholly  ceajoeniable  to  the  graiitudr  I  mm  yotir  tasyefty, 
i  aad  wbicb  i  ihail  retain  for  yoKy  &ire»  during,  my  whole 
^hb^  I  haiir^  jfotmthikandiag^  bad  the  fvlrcflie  affii£ti(m 
i^  ea  (€tf  by  a:  Ibteer  yoai  jmajefty  wal  phafed  to  wrhe  to  me 
tfooNXi  Kaombowrgy  in  Saxony^  ea  tbeaad  <ft  February, 

*  17S7>  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  avoid  fo  unfortuaate  a 

*  deftiny,  and  yoar  majefty  has  even,  finer  that  time,  given 
s  nsks;  epasks  of  yout  difpleafare,  which  deprive  me  of  all 
f  hapeaof  bcmg  raftofed  tbyour  good  graces. 

•*  The  grief  which  thefe  reflexions  and  confiderations  have 
«  caufed  me,  iar  fa  Kvely,  thar  I  was  determined  in  my  refo- 
>  Itttien  togei'ta  Roiw,  there  to  wait  thetermination  of  this 
(  war,  in  order  to  be  cemoifed  frem  every  (ituafeiion  fimilar  to 
^  th^  which  has  hitbesto  diawai  oRme  fo  much  difgrace,  not 
^onljOQ  the  part  of  your  aujefly,  but  likewift  o£  the  hti* 

•*  perial 
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^*  perial  court  j  fince,  a  few  days  after  the  furrender  of  Bi 
<«  law  to  the  Auftrian  arms,  I  receifcd  9UI  order,  on  the|i 
*'  of  her  majefty  the  cm prefs* queen,  by  her  commii 
5(  count  Kbllowr^ith,  to  repair  to  Johaofberg,  there  qoid 
^  to  wait  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  Bat,  feeing  tbtl 
^*  troubles  were  extending  even  there,  I'took  the  refaUi 
^^  to  quit  it,  and  go  to  Rome,  as  the  only  part  left  me  tottl 
**  in  theembarr'airment  in  which  Ifound  myfelf;  aml|i 
*^  neither  my  health,  nor  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  adddl 
^^  the  derangement  of  my  domefltc  aflfaira,  permitted  me 
^^  mediately  to  perform  this  journey,  I  have  taken  up  ffljf 
^^  fidence,  in  the  interim,  in  the  convent  of  the  CapvcU 
<'  fathers  of.  Nicolfbourg,  where  my  continued  rM 
<<  amongft  thefe  good  people,  whohavje  the  eftablifhediip 
<<  tation  of  an  indiiFerence  to  the  afiairs  of  this  worbL  i 
*^  (helter  me,  I  hope,  from  every  fubje&of  fufpicion-'oft 
**  part  of  your  majefly.  ••  '  -    ' 

«<*  As  I  find  myfelf  at  prefent  in  a  fituation  to  uhddft 
*•  this  journey,  I  would  not  fail  to  inform  your ffi'ajeftyqfii 
^*  fupplicating  you  to  be  perfuaded,  that  nothing  but  the 
**  fortune  of  having  incurred  your  majefty's  difpleafurc 
**  have  induced  me  to  take  this  fiep.  Remote  as  I  fiiall 
**  from  your  majefty,  I  (hall  always  preferve  that  faithful  tf 
^'  inviolable  gratitude  I  owe  you,  as  well  as  the  moftrcfprf 
♦«  ful  ftibmiflion  with  which  1  have  the  honour  tofubfal 
*«  myfdf, 

*'  Your  majcfty's  moft  humble,  moft  faithful, 
*^  And  moft  fubpiiffive  fubjcdi 
**  The  Bishop  of  Breslai.' 

Jnfwer  of  the  King  of  Fruffia^ 

**  ««  Breflaw,  15th  February,  lyjl 

**-*  Prince  Bishop  of  Breslaw, 
*'  Lhave  received  your  letter  of  the  30ih  of  Januar)',«:4 
^'  ll;C  conicuts  of  which  I  might  have  had  reafon  to  belV- 
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**  prifed,  had  Itiot  been  prepared  for  it  by  the'  itigratitude  of 
^  your  paft  condud.  At  the  moment  that  I  vnd  advancipg 
^  with  my  army  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  my-  enemies,  and  to 
^deliver  Silefia,  you  form  thedefign  of  quitting  this  i pro* 
^  vifice,'  whith  ought  to  have  recalled  to  your  mind  thci  re- 
^  mtmbrance  of  my  bobnty.    You  chufe  for  your  retreat  the 

*  moment  of  my  approach  to  Breflaw,  the  moment  in  which 

*  Heaven  grants  to  my  juft  arms  the  moil  brilliant  fuccefles. 
'  Pf  effed  by  the  remorfe  of  your  own  confcience,  and  feeling 

*  yourfelf  already  culpable,  you  put  yourfelf  under  the  pro- 

*  tedionof  another  power,  with  whom  I  am  in  open  and  der 

*  dared  war,  and  you  have  now  the  prefumption,  yourfelf, 

*  to  announce  to  me  the  refolution  you  have  taken,  colour- 

*  ing  it  with  the  moft  frivolous  pretexts,  and  adding  the  falfe 

*  proteftations  of  a  fidelity  which  you  have  betrayed  in  the 
^  inoft  efTeiitial  points.  After  fuch  abominable  proceedings^ 
^  can  no  longer  coniider'you  iii  any  other  light  than  that 
^  of  a  traitor.  Who  has  gone  over  to  the  enemy,'  and  volun* 
^tdrily  abandoned  a  poft  to  which  the  fingle  confideration 
^  of  the  duties  of  your  profeffion  fhouM  have  attached  you  ; 
^  iind  nothing  retnains  for  me,  on  my  fide,  but  to  take  fuch 
'^liie&rures  as  (hall  appear  advifeable,  and  abandon  you  to 
^  yOMt  fate,  'thoroughly  perfuaded  that  fo  unpardonable  a 
^  conduft  will  infallibly  receive  the  punifhmcnt  it  deferves, 
^  and  that  you  will  neither  be  able  to  efcape  divine  vengeance, 
'*  nor  the  contempt  of  mankind,  who,  corrupt  as  they  may 
■<  be,  are  not  ftill  fo  far  gone  in  corruption,  as  not  to  hold  in 
*<  abhorrence  treachery  and  ingratitude, ' 

"Frederick.** 

During  the  war  of  feven  years,  this  bifhop  ftill  lived  un- 
known in  foreign  countries;  In  1767,  long  after  the  peace, 
lie  returned  and  fettled  at  Mount  St.  John,  on  the  frontiers 
£>f  Silefia. 

Frederick  was  finccrcly  attached  to  this  bi(hop :  he  never 

forgot 
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ibrgcx  bis  perfidy  :lQdiagrmtittide,tn4fi^U€fiUy  repeated      f 
be  did  noc  britevc  mj  mii  c#tiid  love  been  capable  of" 
turpitndfi»    This  ftroke  greatlx  contributed  to  xwder 
dcrick  moic  difident.    Thua  it-  ia  that  a  finftle  inftaatt 
villainy  fomerimes  fufices  to  cllatife  a  foul  i^bkh 
defigoed  for  the  participation  of  the  deligbti  of 
of  confidence  I 

(88)  The  arening  befi>re  the  batde^  the  kingdireftid 
the  diiefi  of  batulions,  fquadrgni,  and  companiea  of  U 
army,  to  cone  into  his  prefence,  and  thus  addreflcd  thstti  t 

«<  Gentlemen  I 
.  U  To-morrow  I  (hall  attack  the  enemy*  Ar  the  fuco^ 
<*  of  the  campaign  depends  on  thisday^  which  will  dcdit% 
*f  whom  Silefia  is  to  belongs  I  have  fent  for  you»  to  tell  jo% 
*^  that  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  every  one  of  you  will  do  bil 
V  duty  wellf  and  fccond  me  with  all  his  power, 

<*  I  exped  that  each  officer,  at  hia  poft,wjIl  pay  the  greatdl 
*'  attention  to  the  command,  and  give  the  foldiers  under  bit 
<'  the  example  of  intrepidity;  in  a  word,  that  each  of  you  wHI 
^*  advance  againft  the  enemy  with  the  Arm  refolution  U  unr 
*<  fuer  or  to  die.  If  you  think  like  me,  all  of  you  witbotf 
•*  exception,  I  am  fure  of  vidory. 

*'  I  know  wherein  confifts  the  ftrength  and  the  weaknelsof 
<<  the  enemy,  and  1  (hall  fo  condudl  all  the  corps  as  to  enabk 
*<  them  to  perfevere  in  the  attack  with  advantage.  It  willde- 
^*  pend,  therefore,  on  yourfelves  alone  to  fight  with  courage^ 
^<  and  give  proofs  of  the  ancient  Pruffian  bravery  which  ani- 
**  mated  your  anceftors. 

*'  Let  the  man  amongft  you,  who  heiltates  to  (acrifice  bis 
<<  life  and  his  blood,  retire  from  this  moment,  that  he  ffisif 
^*  not  infe<9  others  with  his  timidity.  Let  him  advance,  I 
*'  will  grant  him  his  difmiffion  without  difficulty  and  witb- 
•«  out  reproach/* 

Here 
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Here  fnajoNgeneral  khor  could  n^'  cohtain  Ms  tears. 
TIm  king,  perceiving  it,  embraced  hfin,  f*yirtg»  "  M/  iMr 
••  iZ#^$  thtre  is  m  qui/Kfn  kiri  rfj9u!^       '- 

This  difeoorfe  was  lifteiied  to  with  fiiclice  and  general 
attention. 

When  tfie  king  bad  pronoanced  the  laft  words,  there  ^vas 
\  momentary  filenee,  after  which,  one  of  the  ftafFoCceti 
erifd  out,  in  the  name  of  all,  and,  iniidft  the  utmoft  fervor 
^onthufiafm  and  love,  ^<  tfmtt  but  a  C9wafd  eon  b^tatf.  W$ 
*  4x¥t  M  rtaij  to  fa<rifitt  mr  Kveiftryiur  nwjefly!^ 

Then  the  king  thus  continued  his  difeourfe,  with  an  air  of 
fatisfadion  and  tranquiliitj : 

*<  I  fee  that  there  is  no  man  here  who  fs  not  Inflaraied  with 
^  an  heroic  courage;  but  I  fhall'ftriAljr  remark' thofe  who 
••may  be  wanting  to  their  promifc  or  their  duty.  I  fhall 
*«be  in  the  front,  and  in  the  rear,  of  my  army ;  I  fhall  fly 
^•from  one  wing  to  the  other;  not  a  fquadron,  not  a 
f«  company,  (hall  cfcape  my  fight.  1  (hall  obfeirve  you  wiA 
'^  a  moft  attentive  eye.  On  thofe  who  fhaTI  do'their  duty  I 
•*•  will  lavilh  favours  and  rewards,  and  never  will  I  forgec 
*<  them.  But  (hould  any  one  difhonour  himfelf  in  aiiy  way» 
•«  let  him  take  care  how  he  comes  into  my  light/* 

After  the  aftion,  he  ca((  his  eyes  with  a  mournful  air  upon 
l!ic  field  of  battle  ftrewed  with  dead ;  tears  flowed  down  his 
cheeks,  and,  after  a  moment's  filence,  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
deeply  afflided  tone,  <•  PFben  mil  my  Jhrnvs  ciafeT* 

Whilfl  Frederick,  with  his  van,  was  pufhing  a  detached 
corps  of  the  enemy,  in  front  of  his  po(ition,  one  of  his  grena* 
diers  was  brought  to  him,  who  had  deferted  two  days  before. 
^^IVhy  didji  ihw  quit'  mtf**  obfervcd  the  king.  **  Faitb^ 
•♦»  Sirt^*  replies  the  grenadier,  who  was  a  Frenchman,  **wrr 
••  affiurs  are  in  too  had  a  way.*'  «<  IVell^  well^^*  anfwered  Fre- 
lAerick:  •*  let  us  fight  again  today  ;  if  I  am  beaten^  wi  wilf 
•<  deffrt  together  to-morrow.^  With  thefe  words  he  fent  him 
back  to  his  colours. 

The 


The  king,  being  at.Lifla,  was  told  of  many  Contemptifotfl 
expreffions  of  the  Auftrian8  refpeding  his  army ;  to  which 
he  anfweredi,  <*  /  pat'dm  them  tbifi$UJb  things  tbe^  mlg  ham 
^^faid^  in  rdtiht^ftr  tjbrfi  wUcb  tbiy  bavijuft  d$n€i*^ 

(89)  During  the  fiege  gibbets  were  prepared  in  the  iot^A  td 
liang  up  on  the  fpot  whoever  fhould  talk  of  furrendehng. 
When  the  council  of  war  w^s  holden,  and  the  grcateft  part 
of  them  were  inclined  to  capicitlate,  general  Beck  opened  the 
windoly,  pointed  to  the  gibbet8»  declared  he  would  not  fur« 
•render,  and  gave  lui  advice  for  the  garrifon  to  fally  out,! 
and  force  their  way  through  the  befiegers.    His  counfeh,] 
however^  did  not  prevail  j  but  the  king,  who  wais  informttl 
of  all  thefe  particulars,  teftified  great  refpe£l  for  this  generalt 
•    The  prince  of  Severn  had  beeii  blamed  for  leaving  too 
weak  a  garrifon  in  Breflaw,  that  place  having  been  oblige! 
foon  after  to  furrender ;  prtlice  Charles  was  noiv  eondemnel 
^throwing  a  whole  army  ilito  that  city,  which  he  mol 
imagine  would  foon  be  retaken. .   Such  is  the  fate  of  geneniiie 
the  public  never  judge  of  their  enterprizes  but  by  the  eveoi 
B.ut,  on  the  other  hand,  we  as  frequently  attribute  to  their 
talents  what  is  only  the  refult  of  good  fortune^ 

(90)  Litter  from  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the  Emprefs-^^eny  ejU 

the  Taking  of  Brejlaw. 

<^  Madam/and  very  dear  and  honoured  Couiin, 

"  I  write  you  this  letter  greatly  out  of  fcafon  ;  for,  yoo 

«*  have  every  caufc  in  the  world  to  be  irritated  againft  me; 

**  but  it  is  irnpoffible  for  me  to  extinguifh  the  real  efteeml 

«'  bear  a  princefs  of  fuch  rare  merit.  At  the  death  of  your  late 

**  father,  I  was  a  ftranger  to  your  talents,  but  our  nearr^ 

*^  lationfhip,  and  the  perils  to  which  you  were  expofed,  oiadi 

**  me  refolve  to  offer  you  my  friendfliip.    if  I  were  more  gat 

*'  iant,   1  Ihould  lay  that  the  rumour  of  your  beauty  bai 

•«  infpired  me.    It  is  true  that  your  njiaiftcr  was  frighten^ 
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'<  at  fxiy  demand  o£  two  duchies;  but^  on  a  candid  examina^ 
^*  tion,  I  imagine  the  public  will  acknowledge  my  pretei^* 
^'  fiohs  not  to  have  been  unjuft,  and  experience  will  have 
•*  convinced  you  of  the  fincetrity  of  nrty  fentiments.  The 
**  contempt  with  which  you  have  treated  them  provoked - 
•*  mej  and  I  joined  your  enemies;  Fortune,  arid  the  bad  dif-^ 
**  pofitions  you  made,  afforded  me  rapid  victories,  and  you 
^^  ceded  me  more  than  I  dared  to  hope  for.  1  determined, 
**  therefore^  feeing  your  gencrofity,  to  become  your  real 
**  friend.  You  have  feen  how  I  left  the  Saxons  in  Mo- 
«*  ravia,  and  howH  abandoned  the  French.  After  gaining 
*'  the  battle  of  Czaflaw,  I  flattered  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of 
««  recovering  your  friendfliip  j  butj  I  know  not  how  it  is| 
••  you  fuffered  yourfelf  to  be  drawn  in  to  forma  frcfli  alliance 
•*  with  Saxony,  to  difturb  me  in  my  winter  quarters.  Thi$ 
*•  coft  Saxony  dejtr  by  the  capture  of  Drdfden,  after  the  bat- 
^'  tie  of  Keflelfdorfj  and  I  was  ftill  in  a  condition  topurfue 
<<  your  army ;  but  you  fent  me  the  fage  and  enlightened  count 
^<  Harrach,  who  foon  made  me  accept  propofitions  of  peace. 
<(  I  counted  on  the  guaranty  of  £ngland^  to  remain  the 
^*  undifturbed  po^eiTor  of  what  you  had  ceded  me,  and  on)y 
<'  waited  for  the  moment  to  manifeft  to  you  my  friendfhip* 

'<  I  allow  that  the  alliances  you  fince  made  with  Saxony 
<<  and  RuiSa  gave  me  to  underfiand  that  you  were  ilill  not 
«<  without  diflidence  refpefling  me.  Circumftances  of  no 
**  great  weight  which  have  occurred  here  and  there,  have 
*'  contributed  to  the  increafe  of  your  fufpicidns  j  but,  be* 
<*  lieve  me,  my  dear  coufin^  the  perfons  who  have  animated 
^<  you  againft  me  had  their  private  views,  and  drove  to  cop- 
**  duft  you  to  your  ruin-  The  war  between  France  and 
*^  England  concerned  neither  you  nor  me ;  but  when  France 
<<  publicly  difcovered  her  intention  of  invading  the  eledlo* 
**  rate  of  Hanover,  and  as  it  was  decided  that  thisefe£lor  had 
**  no  longer  any  room  to  hope  for  fuccour  from  you,  pr  fron^ 
*•  the  chief  of  the  empire,  it  was  but  juft  that  he  fliould  ad- 

Vol.  I.  F  f  ••  drcft 
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*<  dreffl  himfelf  to  me  as  i  co-eledor.  I  found  his  demand 
<<  reafonable ;  but,  forefeeing  that  this  mcafure  might  give 
<^  you  umbrage,  I  informed  you  of  it  by  my  minificr  KHn-* 
<*  grseff,  requiring  aflurances  of  your  undertaking  no  hoftile 
<<  mcafure  againft  my  dominions.  Your  word  alone  would 
*<  have  fufficed,  which  ought  to  have  convinced  you  of  my 
^*  fmcerity,  for  I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  alliance  you  had' 
<^  made  with  France ;  but  your  anfwers  were  fo  equivocal,' 
**  and  the  preparations  making  by  you,  and  in  Saxony,  fuctf 
*'  as  to  apprize  me  that  the  confidence  you  placed  in  youf 
^<  allies  flattered  you  with  fuccefs.  I  anticipated  this  cru- 
<*  el  dcfign,  and  even  entertained  hopes  of  perfuading  the 
<«  Saxons  not  to  facrifice  themfelves  to  my  juft  indignation;' 
<•  but  finding  an  uncxpeAed  refinance,  I  made  them  pay  for 
<<  that  refiftance  at  a  dear  price.  In  1757,  my  vi£toriou^ 
*^  arms  endangered  the  capital  of  Bohemia,  where  I  have 
**  left  melancholy  traces;  and,  but  for  the  battle  of  the  i8th 
*<  of  June,  in  which  fortune  was  unfavourable,  I  ihould 
*^  perhaps  have  had  the  opportunity  of  paying  you  a  vifit. 
**  It  is  poflible,  that,  contrary  to  my  natural  difpofition,  yoor 
^*  beauty  and  magnanimity  might  have  vanquiihedthe  viAor, 
<'  and  means  of  accommodation  would  have  arifen  :  for,  if 
•«  you  had  given  me  an  equivalent,  as  it  feems  you  readily  will 
<'  to  allies  who  do  not  aflifl  you,  I  could  have  ceded  to  you 
*<  Sileiia,  and  armed  you  for  everagainfl:  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
«•  bon  ;  but,  in  fine,  having  failed  here,  I  turned  my  forces 
•'  againft  the  French  and  the  army  of  the  empire,  who  did  not 
•*  long  rcOft  me.  The  king  of  Poland  paid  dear  for  his  firm- 
**  nefs,  and  you  had  fome  advantages  in  Silefia;  but  this 
*'  glory  was  not  of  long  duration,  and  the  daughter  in  the 
**  laft  battle  made  me  (hudder.  I  profited  by  my  advantage, 
««  and  retook  Breflaw,  which  threw  a  number  of  prifonerf 
<<  into  my  hands,  and  fome  even  of  a  very  diftinguiihed 
<<  rank.  At  Lignitz  I  proved  that  I  am  not  fo  great  a  tyrant 
*<  as  I  have  been  reprefented ;  and  I  hope  that  Schweidnits 
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<<  will  xirp  return  into  my  power,  fo  as  to  enable  me  to  iti*^ 
*^rade  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  Refledi  on  this,  my  dear 
**  coufii?  I  iearn  to  know  thofe  in  whom  you  put  a  confix- 
^^  dence.  You  will  fee  that  you  ruin  your  country,  that  you 
••  make  rivcr§  of  blood  flow,  and  do  not  know  how  to  con* 
•*  quer  him,  who,  if  you  had  him  for  your  friend,  as  he  is 
**  your  near  relation,  conjointly  with  you,  would  have  made 
<«  all  the  world  tremble.  I  write  this  from  the  bottom  of 
^<  my  hebrt,  and  wiih  it  may  make  the  defired  impreffion  on 
**  you  I  but  if  you  arc  determined  to  drive  points  to  exttc-t 
^*  mitiesy  I  fhall  attempt  every  enterprise  within  the  power 
-•'  of  my  fdrces  to  acComplifh.  I  do  aflure  you,  howevert 
**  that  it  is  with  regret  I  fhall  fee  a  ptincefs  perifh,  who 
**  merits  the  admiration  of  all  the  world.  •  But  if  your  allies 
««  aflift  you,  as  it  is  their  duty  to  do,  I  forefec  that  I  muft  pe* 
«*  rifh  J  but  it  will  be  without  difgrace^  and  it  will  evet 
«*  prove  a  fource  of  glory  for  me  in  hiftory,  to  have  endea- 
«<  voured  to  fave  a  co^eledor  from  oppreffion,  not  to  hkve 
<<  contributed  to  the  power  of  thehoufeof  Bourbon,  and  ta 
*'  have  refifted  tw^o  empreiTes,  and  three  kings :  with  which  I 
^<  conclude,  fubfcribing  myfelf  yojur  very  humble  admirer  and 
♦*  fincere  friend^ 

«»  Frb^brick* '• 

(91)  The  manner  in  which  the  Swedifli  troops  condu£led 
themfelves  in  this  war,  fhews  how  the  national  bravery  may 
difappear  from  amortgft  a  whole  people,  or,  rather,  how  far 
the  warlike  fpirit  of  a  natidn  depends  on  the  fovereign  wh# 
governs  it.  The  following  anecdote  is  attefted  by  all  the  in^. 
habitants  of  the  country.  .  The  Swedes,  being  mafters  o£tht 
Ukrain  -Marche,  fent  one  night  a  foraging  party  into  a  baiU-* 
wic,  fituated  on  the  road  to  Berlin.  Four  or  five  poftiIlionS| 
difguifed  like  huflars,  ifTucd  out  of  a  little  wood  in  which 
thcf  were  concealed,  aiid  fired  a  few  ihot.  The  Swedes  im>-» 
jnediatel/  wbfiaM  id»mt»  and  went  off  opon.  the  full  gallop* 

F  Jf  a  Havinji..  1 


43^  t      I      F      £         O     F 

Having  reeounted  their  adventure  to  their  comrades,  the  whole 
corps  imagined  that  the  Pruffian  army  were  at  hand,^and  the 
next  day  abandoned  the  Ukrain  Marche.  A  Swediih  fenator 
wrote  on  this  occafion  to  one  of  his  friends,  **  Our  Swedei 
«« inured  tbi  enemy's  country  like  foxes  ^  and  quitted  it  like  bares!* 

(92)  The  town  cannot  have  greatty  fufFered,  for  the  da* 
mage  was  only  eftimated  at  16,109  crowns,  5kreutzers; 
a  lofs  which  the  emprefs  reimburfed  the  citizens.  It  is  prd* 
bable,  however,  that  the  principal  inhabitants  did  not  find 
this  indemnification  fufficient,  for  they  were  recompenfed  by 
diftindions  and  marks  of  honour.  The  emprefs  gave  the 
town  a  crown  of  laurels,  in  addition  to  its  arms ;  all  the 
counfellors,  from  the  firft  to  the  laft,  were  ennobled.  It  is 
very  fortunate  for  fovereigns,  that  vanity  and  certain  pre* 
judices  have  always  fo  much  influence  on  the  multitude  ! 

(93)  The  commandant,  trying  to  excufe  himfelf  to  the 
king,  the  latter  replied,  «*  I  do  not  blame  you^  but  myfelf,  tubo 
•'  gave  you  the  commarid" 

(94)  In  1630,  Guftavus-Adolphus,  having  stdvanced  with 
tooo  foldiers  and  4  cannon  to  Berlin,  and  demanded  for  his 
fecurity  the  fortrefles  ofCuftrin  and  Spandau,  the  eleflor 
George-William  deliberated  feme  time  with  his  minifters ; 
the  latter,  full  of  trouble  and  conilernation,  perpetually  re- 
peating to  the  eledtor,  **  But^  what  is  to  bedone^  your  highnefst 
**  they  have  cannon!^  After  a  long  confultation,  the  king  of 
Sweden  was  invited  to  Berlin.  Guftavus-Adolphus  entered 
this  capital  with  all  his  retinue.  Two  hundred  Swedes 
mounted  guard  at  the  palace^  &c.-— [S#^  Memoirs  ofibi  Uoufe 
of  Brandenbourg.  ] 

(95)  Two  days  before  the  battle  of  Zorndorf,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  written  from  Fiankfort  on  the  Oder ; 

"The 
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**  The  king  arrived  here  yeftcrday.      He  Craverfed  the 
**  town  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  the  cavalry  followed 
**  him  fabr^  in  hand.     No  perfon  knew  whether  he  would 
•*  ftop   here,  or  proceed  further.     The  king,  on  coming 
«*  oppofite  to  the  houfe  of  a  clergyman's  widow,   fuddenly 
"  cried,  "/fo//  /"    He  fent  his  aide-de-camp  to  this  woman, 
**  to  inform  her  that  he  intended  lodging  in  her  houfe.  The 
*'  widow  immediately  appeared,  and  excufed  herfelf,  faying 
**  that  her  chambers  were  too  fmall,  and  in  too  bad  order, 
•'  to  receive  fo  great  ^  king.     This  woman  had  fallen  on  her 
**  knees ;  the  king  gracioufly  raifed  her  up,  telling  her  to  give 
^^  him  the  befl  room  (he  had.     After  this,  the  king  entered 
<<  the  houfe,  but  quitted  it  the  next  moment;  and,  (landing 
««  on  the  front  (teps,  cried  out,  ^^Marcbr   Whilft  the  troops 
^<  were  filing  before  the  king,  the   firing  of  the  cannon 
«'  againft  Cu(trin  was  diftin<aiy  heard.     At  every  (hot,  I 
«<  remarked  that  the  king  took  a  pinch  of  fnuflF,  and,  through 
^<  that  air  of  intrepidity  which  never  abandoned  him,  a  fen- 
<<  timent  of  compaffion  penetrated  for  the  fate  of  that  un<« 
<*  happy  town,  and  an  anxious  impatience  to  fly  to  its  relief. 
^<  As  foon  as  the  troops  were  in  quarters,  the  king  ate  fome 
"  foup  with  the  prince  of  Anhalt  and  general  Seidlitz;  af- 
**  ter  which  orders  were  given  for  the  march  upon  tb«  day 
*^  following.     But,  in  two  hours,  a  fpy  brought  us  other 
**  news,  and  we  marched  at  two  in  the  morning.     Until 
*^  that  time  the  king  remained  in  his  chamber  with  his  two 
^*  generals,  andcontinued  writing  without  intermiffion.     At 
•*  two,  he  got  on  horfeback,  &c/' 

The  following  anecdote  the  author  received  from  a  man 
of  letters  then  in  the  king's  fuit : 

"  On  the  evening  before  the  battle  of  Zorndorf,  his  ma- 
f ^  jefty  fent  for  me  at  fix  o'clock.  On  my  arrival,  I  found 
^*  the  king  employed  on  the  alteration  of  three  ftrophes  of 
^^  ^n  ode  of  J.  J.  RoufTeau,  which  did  not  pleafe  him.     He 

F  f  3  «  fini(hed 
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<<  finMhed  this  little  eflay  at  eight.    I  begged  his  majefty  to 
**  give  it  to  me,  with  which  he  was  fo  good  as  to  comply." 

To  correal  an  ode  of  Roufleau,  and  to  wifli  to  appear 
occupied  with  making  verfes,  the  evening  before  a  battle, 
has  rather  the  air  of  aflFedation,  and  forms  a  (hade  in  the 
portrait  of  this  great  man* 

On  the  23d  of  Auguft,  the  day  before  this  battle,  Frede- 
rick having  paiTed  the  Oder,  his  huflars  brought  him  ten  or 
,twelve  CoiTacks  whom  they  had  taken  prifoners.  The  drefs 
and  air  of  thefe  men  were  rather  novel  and  extraordinary  for 
the  king.  He  confidered  them  attentively,  then  faid  to 
major  \yedel,  who  was  near  him,  '<  Lnk  at  the  wretcbti 
•*  with  whom  I  am  obliged  to  fight  /" 

(96)  An  txitzSt  of  the  narrative  of  Arenfeld,  a  Swedifh 

siajor,  who  was  with  the  Ruffian  army  that  day,  will  render 

this  difference  comprehenfible.  «  The  lofs  of  the  Ruffians^** 

heobferves,  *^  amounted  to  21,529  men  ;  but  our  fecond 

<<  line  did  not  kill  fewer  Ruffians  than  the  Pruffian  fire.    On 

•*  the  right  wing,  the  diftance  between  the  firft  and  fecond 

•«  line  was  more  than  2000  paces ;  fo  that  the  troops  of  the 

*<  fecond  line,   unable  amidft  the  fmoke  and  duft  to  diftin- 

**  guilh  their  comrades  of  the  firft,  who  were  repulfcd  by  the 

<*  enemy,   miftook  them  for  Pruffians,  and  fired  on  them. 

<«  Till  then,  the  Ruffian  foldiers  had  ftood^  without  flinching, 

^*  the  terrible  fire  of  the  encmy*s  batteries  5  but,  in  retrcat- 

«*  ing,  they  quitted  their  ranks,  threw  themfclves  amidft  the 

*'  waggons  in  the  intervals  of  the  lines,  emptied  all  the 

<<  brandy  ca(ks,  then  fired,  and  continued  attacking  whatfo- 

*'  ever  came   near  them.     The  left  wing  might  have  re- 

*<  paired  this  diforder,  but  they  difbanded  in  the  fame  way.... 

,/<  In  general,  the  fire  of  the  Ruffian   infantry  muft   have 

•«  killed  very  few  Pruffians.     They  advanced  againft  us  in 

«i  covered  columns^  and  we  frequently  did  not  perceive  them 

«  till 
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*«  til)  tbey'w^re  upon  u$.  Our  fii*  wiu  too  high.  IS^thc 
<^  king  of  Pruffia  had  not  previously  burnt  the  bridgef  in 
**  our  rear,  bis  vifiory  would  have  been  more  complete. 
^^  We  had  no  other  refource  but  to  remain,  &c/' 

{97), After  the  battle,  Mitchel,  tbe  Englifli  envoy,  in 
compiimentihgthe  king,  (aid,  *<*  £/W,  Hioven  has  ghin  your 
«*  majifty  a  glorious  vinery  to-day  J*  •*  Trm^*  replied  Frede- 
rick; *^  hut  witbota  8iiilit%  we  Jhould  not  bavi  ban  much  at 
**  our  eafeJ*  **  /  name  Heaven  always  at  the  head  of  our  alliet^** 
continued  the  envoy,  <^  as  we  have  no  other  without  a  fub* 
^^  ftiyr 

(98)  The  king  amufed  hipifelf  greatly  with  this  prefent 
of  the  pope,  and  ever  after  called  Daun  the  p^pe^s  blejid  genr-" 
rah  This  may  be  feen  particularly  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Fouquet,  the  aid  April,  1759. 

Field/marfhal  Keith  found  nothing  fo  very  holy  in  thefe 
mafTacres  of  Chriftian  nations.  Some  time  before,  on  hear<» 
ing  of  the  carnage  and  devaftations  they  were  committing  in 
Europe,  he  exclaimed,  **  It  muji  be  allowed  that  thefe  Chrif 
**  tians  are  a  fad  raceP* 

The  death  of  this  general  was  one  of  the  lodes  which  the 
king  felt  moft  fenfibly  in  this  battle.  Keith  united  nMlitary 
merit  with  a  philofophical  and  cultivated  mind.  He  and 
my  lord  marfhal  his  brother  were  of  the  fmall  number  of 
felea  men  in  whofe  fociery  Frederick  repofed  from  his  la- 
bours. This  prince  ereSed  a  fine  fiatue  to  him  In  one  of 
the  public  fquares  of  Beriin. 

After  the  battle,  Frederick  afiembled  his  generals,  and 
fpoke  tl^us  to  them  :  <*  Gentlemen,  you  know  that  the  army 
**  has  been  furprifed.  This  was  occafioned  by  the  obfcuricy 
*'  of  the  night.  But,  refleft  where  we  are  at  prefent.  We 
<'  are  now  in  Upper  Lufatia.  We  have  behind  us  our  for- 
^^  tunes,  our  wives,  "and  children.    If  we  are  again  obliged  to 

Ff4  "give 


.44^  t    I    F    B       O    P 

M  give  way,  all  is  loft.  We  cannot  avoid  foon  having 
^<  inother  battle.  As  for  myfelf,  I  will  have  my  whole  army 
<^  buried  with  me  rather  than  recede.  I  imagine  chat  every  one 
<(  of  you  id  of  the  fame  mind.  If  any  one  amongft  you  be  of 
^'  a  different  fentiment^  let  him  fpeakout,  and  return  home.'^ 
Here  the  king  paufed;  and,  after  a  moment's  filence,  fome 
of  the  generals  aflured  him  that  they  were  ready  with  joy  to 
do  their  duty,  as  they  had  alvirays  executed  it  hitherto.  At 
this  afTurance  iatisfaiSion  glowed  on  the  cQupten^nce  of  Fre- 
derick. 

(99)  In  a  reprefentation  of  the  court  of  Saxony  to  the  diet 
tt  Ratifbon,  they  complained,  amongft  other  grievances,  that 
the  royal  family,  in  entering  the  apartments  of  the  palace, 
were  obliged  to  fmell  the  fmoke  of  the  Pruffian  foldiers  tor 
bacco* 

(100)  WJien  Frederick  fent  general  Wedel,  who  was  then 
one  of  the  youngeft  lieutenant-generals  of  his  army,  to  re-# 
place  Pobna,  he  wrote  th.e  follpwing  letter  : 

*^  My  dear  lieutenant-general  count  Dohna, 
**  The  circumftances  of  the  army  you  command,  the  wel- 
^*  fare  and  advantage  of  my  ftates,  and  urgent  neceflity,   enr 
*'  gage  me  toaddrefs  the  following  order  to  you,  and  to  my 
•*  army,  and  my  will  is  that  it  fbould  be  literally  executed. 

•f  As  the  prefent  circumftances  prevent  me  from  repairing 
f^  in  perfon  to  take  the  command  of  count  Dohna's  army,  I 
**  fend  general  Wedel  with  my  exprefs  orders  on  the  fubjeft. 
^^  As  long  as  he  ttiM  be  invefted  with  this  commiffion,  he  is 
f'  wholly  to  reprefent  my  perfon ;  and  all  the  generals,  lieu- 
*'  tenant-generals,  major-generals,  and  other  officers,  down 
f «  to  the  copnmon  foldicr,  are  tQ  obey  him  as  if  1  myfelf  were 
M  prefent,  iji  have  ferioufly  enjoined  him  to  put  under  inflant 
}*  jfrrfft  ^hofocvpr  fb^ll  difobcy  him,  ^n4  not  exccqte  all  of 
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^  his  directions.  A  nd  I  take  upon  me  to  have  fucb  refradory 
**  perfons,  if  anythere  be  found,  judged  by  a  council  of  war» 
f  *  as  aAing  contrary  to  fubordination  and  their  oaths.  And» 
*^  Chat  the  whole  army  may  be  informed  of  my  prefent  will^ 
'^  every  point  above  declared  (hall  be  given  out  in  public  or« 
*<  ders^  General  Wedel  (hall  reprefent  what  a  didator  rcr 
*«  prefented  in  (he  Jlom^n  armies.  Therefore,  all  officers 
P*  whatfoever,  of  whatever  rank  and  condition,  (hall  be 
■■  bound  to  render  him  the  obedience  due  to  me,  and  to  ex« 
9^  ecute  his  difpofitions  with  fidelity,  exadnefs,  and  bravery* 
<*1  am,  &c. 

«'  At  the  camp  of  Schmotheiflcn,  aoth  June,  x7J9. 

I 

[    Below  was  written,  in  French,  in  the  king's  own  hand : 

«c  You  are  too  ill  to  continue  the  command.    You  will  do 
\^  well  Co  get  yourfelf  conveyed  to  Berlin,  or  to  fome  place 
p*  where  you  may  recover  your  health.    Adieu. 
[  ^*  Frederick." 

(101)  In  the  number  of  the  wounded  was  major  Kleifi-, 
ione  of  the  beft  poets  in  Germany.  He  had  aided  with  his  bat« 
talion  in  carrying  three  batteries  of  the  enemy.  His  right  hand 
Liiras  ftattered  by  a  (hot,  but  this  accident  did  not  reprefs  the 
[iudoar  of  his  adivity.  He  grafped  h\%  fword  in  his  left  hand, 
^  and  led  on  his  troop  to  a  fourth  battery,  from  which  he 
{ was  only  thirty  paces  ofF  when  ftricken  down  by  a  mufket 
ball.  Some  of  the  foldiers  carried  him  off  the  field  of  battle, 
but  were  foon  obliged  to  ijuit  him.  The  CoBzcki  (tripped 
him  of  every  thing,  even  to  his  (hirt.  Some  other  enemies 
pafling  that  way  fupplied  him  with  an  old  cloak  and  a  piece 
:>f  bread,  and  one  of  them  gave  him  a  piece  of  money  of 
right  gros.  He  remained  thus  without  fuccour  until  the  next 
lay,  when  a  Ruffian  officer  direded  that  he  (hould  be  con- 
feyed  to  Frankfort,  where  he  died  of  bis  wounds  a  few  days 

after 
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after  his  trrivftli  The  Ruflbn  garrifon  buried  him^fb  A 
the  honours  of  war.  At  they  had  no  Pruflian  fwoid  Co  plid  Ii 
upon  his  coffin,  a  Ruffian  fiaflF«officer,  by  prefentiog  his  oMi 
contributed  to  this  part  of  the  funeral  ceremony.  The  nni- 
verfity,  in  a  body,  attended  his  remains  to  the  grave.  He  hit 
remarked,  in  one  of  his  odes, 

"  I,  for  my  country,  may,  at  length,  expire  P 

(102)  At  prefent  travellers  difcover  no  other  traces  of  theft 
dtfafters  than  the  towns  and  villages  reared  up  by  Frederide 
in  the  fpace  of  20  years  in  places  diftinguifhed  only  by  their 
beaps  of  aihes. 

The  Ruffians  ravaged,  amongft  others,  the  eflates  of  the 
count  of  Cofel,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder.  The  count 
wrote  a  voluminous  letter  to-  the  king,  complaining  of  the 
lofs  he  had  fuftained.  Frederick  anfwered  him,  «'  Wehlie 
*^  to  do  with  barbarians,  who  labour  at  the  deftnifiion  of  the 
<<  human  race.  You  fee,  my  dear  count,  thatl  am  mfreos*, 
**  cupied  in  repairing  the  evil  than  in  complaining  of  it. 
**  advife  you  to  do  the  fame,  and  am,  &&" 

(103)  The  dragoon  regiment  of  Platen,  which  diftinguiflied 
iifelf  in  this  adtion,  had  permiffion  to  beat  the  grenadieia 
march ;  and  this  diilinflion  was  deemed  an  ample  recompenb 
by  the  regiment.  The  ftaiF-officers  and  captains  were  ft* 
warded  with  crofles  of  the  order  of  merit. 

( 104)  The  Auftrians  make  the  prifoners  amount  to  14,000, 
and  the  Pruffians  only  ftate  them  at  10,000  men.  We  caihi 
not  be  far  wrong,  therefore,  in  taking  the  mean  number  of 

12,000. 

(105)  The  king  had  placed  this  corps  near  Meificn,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Elbe.  It  was  commanded  by  major-general 
Diefke,'and  deftined  only  to  obferve  whether  the  enemy  fent 

any 
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Any  detachment  on  that  fide  towards  Tovgau'or  Beriin. 
Daurn  direded  the  attack  to  be  made  againff  this  corps  od 
tho  3d  of  December,  by  a  more  confiderable  body  under  g^» 
Heral  Beck.  This  troop  prefled  Dierke^  corps,  who  de-' 
fended  themfelves  24hour9,  but,  being,  at  length,  furrounded 
^n  all  fides,  were  forced  to  furrender. 

(106)  Even  in  the  midft  of  war  the  king  every  day  dedi- 
cated feme  hours  to  mufic;  he  played  either  fome  of 
Cju^nt^*^  concertos,  or  thofe  of  his  own  compofition. 

(107)  Letter  U  fCing  Stanijlaus. 

"  Freybcrg,  8  February,  1760. 
*<  Brother, 

•'  Your  majefty's  letter  gave  me  the  moft  fenfible  pleafure, 

'•^  and  I  (hould  not  have  refufed  the  propofal  you  are  pleafed 

f*to  make  me  refpeSing  your  refidence.     All  negoctations 

^"^  commenced  under  your  aufpices,  would,  certainly,  have  a 

^  happy  and  favourable  iflue  ;  but  your  majefty  will  have  aU 

Bt|*  ready  learnt,  perhaps,  that  all  have  not  the  fame  pacific 

^*  fentiAiciits*    The  couits  of  Vienna  and  Ruffia  oppofe,  irti 

**  the  moft  unheard«of  manner,  the  propofitions  made  by  the 
*  ^^  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  it  feems  as  if  the  king  of  France 
-  «<  would  fufFer  himfelf  alfo  to  be  led  into  the  continuation 
^  of  a  war,  from  which  they  alone  expe£t  to  obtain  all  the 

'^  advantage ;  and,  accordingly,  they  alone  will  have  to  an- 
.  ^*  fwer  for  all  the  blopd  about  to  be  fpilt  in  confequence  of 

«<  their  refufal.  In  the  mean-  time,  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to 
I  «^  your  majefty  for  the  kind  cSert  you  have  made»  if  all 
:  ^'  powers  were  as  pacific,  as  equitable,  and  as  juft  as  you  are, 

**  the  earth  would  not  be,  as  it  is,  a  prey  to  ravages,  devaf- 

•*  tations,  fire,  and  fword. 

.    «<  I  am,  with  fentiments  of  the  greateft  efteem  and  the 

*«  finccreft  fricndihip, 

«  Brother, 

5'  Your  majefty's  faithfql  brother, 

•«  Frederick." 

(108)  Who 


444  LIFE      op 

(108)  Who  would  have  imagined  that  the  fon  of  this  very 
Briihl,  who  did  fomuch  injury  to  the  Pruffian  nation,  (houldi 
one  dayt  be  entrufted  with  the  education  of  the  heir  to  the 
throne  of  Pruffia  i  Frederick- William  II.  has  (hewn,  hf 
making  choice  of  count  Briihl  for  governor  of  the  heredirar|r 
prince,  that  he  does  not  impute  to  the  fon  the  evil  done  b; 
the  father  to  the  Prolans  }  a  way  of  thinking  truly  noble« 

(lo8*)  This  may  be  feen  in  the  letter  which  the  king  wrote 
to  the  marquis  d*Argens,  after  the  battle  of  Lignitz.  He 
there  fpeaks  of  the  duke  de  Choifeul  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
prove  that  he  hated  this  minifter  no  lefs  than  the  miniSer 
bated  him. 

(109)  The  Jew  Ephraim  was  entrufted,  at  this  time,  with 
all  thefe  operations.  This  Jew  is  made  to  fpeak  as  follows^ 
in  a  pamphlet  which  appeared  in  1758,  intitled,  Bpbraim 
jujiifiedy  &c.  **  It  was  from  aflurances  twenty  times  repeated 
««  in  the  moft  flattering  terms,  that  I  threw  myfelf  headloogi 
**  but,  with  my  eyes  wide  open,  into  the  afiairs  of  Saxony. 
•'  The  fignaiure  of  Friderick  with  a  fiourijh  eftablifhed  mc 
«*  a  fraudulent  bidder  at  the  fales  of  the  rich  magazines  at 
*'  Drefden  and  at  Meiflcn,  to  get  them  knocked  down  at  a  low 
**  price,  and  to  fell  them  in  retail  at  200  per  cent,  profit. 
**  Friderick  with  a  fourifi  authorized  me  to  make  a  free  ap- 
«*  preciation  of  the  public  funds,  the  fale  of  which  was  to 
«*  complete  the  contribution  of  Lcipfic,  Friderick  with  € 
^^ fiourijh  conftituted  me  a  falfe  public  coiner,  to  glean  in 
^«  Saxony,  by  this  laft  operation,  all  the  gold  andfilver  which 
<<  had  efcaped  the  others  *' !  I 

(no)  The  king  had  a  particular  eftecm  for  general 
Fouquet,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  conftant  correfpon- 
dence.  We  (hall  introduce  fome  of  the  letters  at  the  end  of 
this  volume. 

(Ill)  It 
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.  (ill)  It  has  been  remarked,  that  this  fiege,  which  lafted 
but  k  ihort  time,  deftroyed  the  handfomeft  man  of  the  king'3 
lyrmy,  the  handfomeft  woman  and  the  fineft  edifice  in  Bref- 
law.  The  firft  was  the  file-man  of  the  regiment  of  guards, 
the  moft  beautiful  woman  a  young  lady  called  MuIIer,  and 
the  fineft  edifice  was  the  palace  of  prince  Hatzfcld. 

When  the  king  went  to  Breflaw  after  this  event,  the  Ca- 
puchin friars  waited  on  him  to  pay  their  compliments,  and 
boafted,  in  order  to  obtain  alms,  that  they  had  laboured  greatly 
in  extinguifhing  the  fire  when  his  houfe  was  burning. 
^^Trulyj 'fathers,'*'  replied  the  king,  ^^ you  muji  have  toiled 
•*  extremely^  for  my  houfe  is  burnt*** 

V 

(ill)  The  following  is  what  the  marquis  de  Montalem* 
ftert  wrote  the  duke  de  Choifeul  on  this  fubje£l,  from  the 
3luffian  army  which  he  accompanied  ; 

*«  Camp  of  Kainowa,  18  Auguft,  1760. 
*•  The  certainty  we  had  yefterday  of  the  king's  march  to- 
««  w.ards  Breflaw, although  there  was  no  account  of  his  having 
•«  pafTed  by  Neumarck,  and,  above  all,  our  total  ignorance  of 
•«  the  pofition  of  the  Auftrian  armies,  as  well  as  the  deligns 
•*  of  their  generals,  determined  yefterday  evening  the  march 
,**  of  this  army  for  today,  and  it  was  refolved  to  proceed  thus 
«<  far.  This  pofition,  though  more  remote  than  it  ought  tp 
«*  have  been  in  the  firft  inftance,  would  not,  however,  be  lefs 
**  favourable  to  fubfequent  operations,  if  a  proper  confidence 
^<  prevailed.  But,  fince  the  king's  jundlion  with  prince 
**  Henry,  I  do  not  imagine  we  can  any  longer  flatter  our- 
<<  felves  that  the  Ruffians  will  take  a  part  in  this  affair.  All 
**  their  generals  are  equally  convinced,  that  the  propofitions 
<<  which  may  be  made  them,  to  eftabliih  a  plan  in  concert 
««  with  the  Auftrians,  will  only  tend  to  expofe  them  fingly 
^<  to  all  the  efforts  of  the  two  armies  now  united  :  infomiich 
«« that,  without  liftening  to  thofe  who  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  that 

"  they 
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•*  immfs  foncii  are  biri\  tbiy  bavi  ahnady  drhkn  In  dB 
•*  pffls  •f  9bfirvgti9H.^^  ««  Kap  them  back  as  long  as  yn  ami 
replied  the  king*  and  inftantly  cried  out,  *<  Afy  horfi  !**  I 
mounted,  the  army  formed,  and  Laudohn  found  them  t 
good  order* 

(ii6)Maria-Thereraiirro(etogeneraILaudohn:  <<Thodg  ^ 
*<  the  1 5th  of  Auguft  be  an  unfortunate  day  for  me,  I  canHo 
«<  but  do  juftice  to  the  exaSnefs  with  which  you  acquittp 
^*  yourfelf  of  the  commi^on  that  was  given  you,  as  well 
«  to  your  courage  and  prudence  \   and  you  may  be  aflui 
<<  on  my  word,  that  I  (hall  remember  thefe  as  titles  to 
♦«  favour.'* 

A  letter  flill  more  remarkable  it  the  following  from 
king  of  Pruffia  to  the  marquis  ^'Argens : 

•*  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  q 
**  Auguft  would  have  deci(fed  the  campaign  ;  at  prefent  thil " 
**  adion  is  but  a  fcratch.     We  muft  have  a  great  battle  tfl  '^ 
**  terminate  our  defliny  ;  and  this,  according  to  all  appear- 
•'  ances,  will  be  very  (hortly,  when  we  may  rejoice  fliould 
*«  the  event  prove  favourable.     I  thank  you  for  the  fincert 
*'  part  you   take  in  this  advantage.     Much  artifice  and  no 
•*  fmall  addrefs  were  neceffary  to  bring  matters  to  this  point. 
••  Talk  not  to  me  of  dangers  j  the  laft  affair  only  coft  mcaT 
**  coat  and  a  horfe,  which  is  purchafing  vi<5lory  at  a  cheap  T 
«*  rate. 

**  I  have  not  received  the  letter  you  fpcak  of;  we  are  ia 
•«  a  manner  blocked  up  refpefting  corrcfpondence,  by  the 
«•  Ruffians  on  one  fide  of  the  Oder,  and  on  the  other  by  the  I 
•*  Auflrians*  A  little  engagement  was  neceffary  even  for 
••  the  purpofe  of  difpatching  away  the  light-horfeman,  who, 
••  I  hope,  has,  by  this  time,  delivered  to  you  my  letter. 

c(  Never  have  I  been  in  fo  difagreeable  a  fituation  as  in  thi9 
*«  campaign.  Believe  me,  I  fland  in  need  of  miracles  to 
<<  enable  me  to  furmount  all  the  difficulties  I  fee  before  me. 

««  I  do 
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«*  I  do  my  duty  not  unflcilfully  when  the  occafion  offers;  but 
•*  never  forget,  my  dear  marquis,  that  I  do  not  difpofe  of  for* 
'*  tune,  and  that  in  my  projeds  I  am  obliged  to  leave  too 
^  much  to  chance  for  want  of  means  to  render  them  more 
*•  folid.  Mine  are  the  labours  of  Hercules,  which  I  muft 
*<  perform  at  am  age  when  ftrenglh  is  forfaking  me,  in  which 
••  my  infirmities  inercafe,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  when 
**  hope,  the  laft  confolation  of  the  wretched,  begins  to  fail 
••  me.  You  are  not  fuffictently  acquainted  with  affairs  to 
**  form  an  accurate  idea  of  all  the  dangers  with  which  the 
**  ftaie  is  threatened;  I  know  and  conceal  them.  1  referve 
'**  all  the  apprehenfions  for  myfelf,  and  communicate  no- 
^<  thing  to  the  public  but  'hopes  and  the  little  good  news  I 
I  "  have  to  give  them.  If  the  blow  I  am  now  meditating  fuc- 
«*  ceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  will  be  the  time  to  give  our- 
*«  felves  up  to  joy  ;  but,  until  thei,  let  us  not  flatter  our- 
**  felves,  left  we  (hould  be  too  much  depreffed  by  fomc  unex* 
*«  pcSed  ill  news. 

•*  Here  I  lead  the  life  of  a  military  Carthufian.  My  affairs 
^*  furnifh  me  with  much  to  think  of,  and  the  reft  of  my 
««  time  1  dedicate  to  letters,  which  form  my  confolation,  as 
<<  they  did  thofe  of  the  conful,  the  father  of  his  country  and 
**  of  eloquence.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  fhall  furvive  this 
*^  war,  but  I  am  thoroughly  refolved,  fhould  that  happen,  to 
**  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom 
**  of  philofophy  and  fricndfliip. 

*^  As  foon  as  the  correfpondence  is  more  open,  you  will 
<*  give  me  pleafure  in  writing  to  me  often.  I  do  not  know 
<*  where  we  (hall  take  up  our  winter-quarters ;  our  houfes 
<«  wercdeftVoyed  in  the  bombardment  of  Breflaw;  our  enc- 
**  mies  feem  to  envy  us  even  day-light  and  the  air  we  breathe. 
«*  They  muft,  however,  leave  us  a  fpot,  and,  if  it  be  a  fafe 
**  one,  I  anticipate  the  pleafure  of  receiving  you. 

*«  Well !  my  dear  marqtiis,  what  becomes  of  thepcace  with 
««Francfe!    You  fee  that  your  nation  is  blinder  than  you 

Vol.  I.  G  g  '*  " 
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^^^  enemfs  foncii  ore  biri\  tbeybavi  dhnady  drhkn  In  allm) 
•*  f§fis  •f  obfervation**  *•  Kap  them  back  as  long  as  you  can^ 
replied  the  king,  and  inftantly  cried  out,  **  My  horfi  P*  He 
mounted,  the  ftrmy  formed,  and  Laudohn  found  them  in 
good  order* 

(i  16) Maria-Therefa wrote togeneral Laudohn:  '^Though 
*<  the  1 5th  of  Auguft  be  an  unfortunate  day  for  me,  I  canHot 
«(  but  do  juftice  to  the  exafinefs  with  which  you  acquitted 
^*  yourfelf  of  the  commi^on  that  was  given  you,  as  well  as 
<<  to  your  courage  and  prudence ;  and  you  may  be  aflured, 
<*  on  fiiy  word,  that  I  fhall  remember  thefe  ^s  titles  to  my 
«  favour.'* 

A  letter  ilill  more  remarkable  is  the  following  from  tht 
king  of  Pruffia  to  the  marquis  d'Argens : 

**  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  m 
**  Auguft  would  have  decidled  the  campaign  ;  at  prefent  this  ' 
<*  adion  is  but  a  fcratch.  We  muft  have  a  great  battle  t0 
**  terminate  our  defliny  ;  and  this,  according  to  all  appeaf' 
•'  ances,  will  be  very  fhortly,  when  we  may  rejoice  flioulJ 
*«  the  event  prove  favourable.  I  thank  you  for  the  fincert 
"part  you  take  in  this  advantage.  Much  artifice  and  no 
•*  fmall  addrefs  were  neceffary  to  bring  matters  to  this  point, 
••  Talk  not  to  me  of  dangers  j  the  laft  affair  only  coft  mca 
**  coat  and  a  horfe,  which  is  purchafing  vi<5lory  at  a  cheap 
«*  rate. 

**  I  have  not  received  the  letter  you  fpeak  of;  we  are  in 
•«  a  manner  blocked  up  refpefting  corrcfpiondence,  by  the 
**  Ruffians  on  one  fide  of  the  Oder,  and  on  the  other  by  Ac 
*^  Aufirians«  A  little  engagement  was  neceflary  evtn  for 
«•  the  purpofe  of  difpatching  away  the  light- horfeman,  whoj 
•*  I  hope,  has,  by  this  time,  delivered  to  you  my  letter. 

•*  Never  have  I  been  in  fo  difagreeablc  a  fituation  as  in  thij 
*«  campaign.  Believe  me,  I  fland  in  need  of  miracles  to 
<<  enable  me  to  furmount  all  the  difficulties  I  fee  before  mc 

i*ld0 
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*^  I  do  my  duty  not  UBflcilfully  when  the  occafion  offers;  but 
•'  never  forget,  my  dear  marquis,  that  I  do  not  difpofe  of  for* 
*^  tune,  and  that  in  my  projeds  I  am  obliged  to  leave  too 
*^  niuch  to  chance  for  want  of  means  to  render  ihero  more 
**  folid.  Mine  are  the  labours  of  Hercules,  which  I  muft 
*<  perform  at  am  age  when  ftrcngth  is  forfaking  me,  in  which 
*^  my  infirmities  inereafe,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  when 
"  hope,  the  laft  confolation  of  the  wretched,  begins  to  fail 
«*  me.  You  arc  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  affairs  to 
<<  form  an  accurate  idea  of  all  the  dangers  with  which  the 
**  fVate  is  threatened;  I  know  and  conceal  them.  1  referve 
**  all  the  apprehenfions  for  myfelf,  and  communicate  no« 
^'  thing  to  the  public  but  'hopes  and  the  little  good  news  I 
*<  have  to  give  them.  If  the  blow  I  am  now  meditating  fuc- 
<<  ceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  will  be  the  time  togiveour- 
-.  <<  felves  up  to  joy  ;  but,  until  the^,  let  us  not  flatter  our- 
.  «*  felves,  left  wefliould  be  too  much  depreffed  by  fomc  unex« 
I  *«  peded  ill  news. 

•*  Here  I  lead  the  life  of  a  military  Carthufian.  My  affairs 
,  **  furnifh  me  with  much  to  think  of,  and  the  reft  of  my 
**  time  I  dedicate  to  letters,  which  form  my  confolation,  as 
<<  they  did  thofe  of  the  ccrnful,  the  father  of  his  country  and 
<^  of  eloquence.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  fhall  furvive  this 
<c  war,  but  I  am  thoroughly  refolved,  fhould  that  happen,  to 
**  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom 
**  of  pbilofophy  andfriendfliip. 

<<  As  foon  as  the  correfpondence  is  more  open,  you  will 
<*  give  me  pleafure  in  writing  to  me  often.  I  do  not  know 
*«  where  we'fliall  take  up  our  winter-quarters;  our  houfes 
<«  were  deftVbyed  in  the  bombardment  of  Breflaw;  our  enc- 
**  mics  fcem  to  envy  us  even  day-light  and  the  air  we  breathe* 
<•  They  muft,  however,  leave  us  a  fpot,  and,  if  it  be  a  fafe 
*«  one,  I  anticipate  the  pleafure  of  receiving  you. 

^^  Well !  my  dear  marquis,  what  becomes  of  the  peace  with 

««  Francfe!'  You  fee  that  your  nation  is  blinder  than  you 

Vol.  I.  G  g  '*  imagined. 
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*'  imagined.  Tbefe  madmen  are  lofing  Canada  and  Pofldt*  * 
^*  cherry,  to  picafe  the  queen  and  the  Cxarina.  Heaven  grant  > 
**  that  prince  Ferdinand  may  pay  tbem  handlbmely  for  their  > 
*^  zeal  I  The  officers,  guildefs  of  all  theie  miferies,  aad  the . 
*'  poor  foldiers,  will  be  the  unhappy  vi&ims  of  this  policy^and » 
<<  the  illuftrrous  criminals  will  efcape.  This  moment  am  I  • 
^^  iriterrupted  by  burinefs.  I  was  in  a  writing  mood  j^  but  1* 
««  fee  that  I  muft  iinifh,  that  I  may  neither  weary  you  nor' 
<^  be  deficient  in  my  duty« .  Adieu^  my  dear  marquis;  I  eai« » 
**  brace  you. 

We  give  this  ktter  as  printed  in  tbo&  editions  of  the  pht«> 
lofopher  of  SaiU'Soud  with  which  we  are  acquainted ;i 
but  the  following  paflage  is  there  cancelled :  *^  I  am  mt- 
*^  ignorant  vfa  fariicular  frpcedun  in  the  duki  de  Cboifiul^  and 
*<  /  will  nlati  it  t9  ym  when  tvi  mat.  Never  dida^renger, 
**  mark  ef  incemfijlent  frewsq  difgrace  France  Jince  the  aAnini^^ 
^Jiration  eftbe  affair  %  ef  that  monareby  have  been  entrufted  to  a 
*^  minifter.**  We  have  brought  forward  this  quotation,  not 
only  as  it  paints  the  king's  hatred  againft  this  minifter,  but 
becaufe  it  (hews  on  what  trifling  circumfiances  the  deftiny 
of  nations  frequently  depends.  In  other  refpeAs,  reproaches 
uttered  or  written,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  by  adverfe 
parties,  diibonour  no  perfon  ;  yet,  ftill  it  is  proper  to  report, 
them,  as  they  prefent  us  with  a  pidure  of  mankind. 

This  letter  was  intercepted  by  fome  Coflacks  in  Sileija, 
and  carried  to  the  Ruffian  head-quarters.  Soltikoff  fhewed^ 
it  to  the  marquis  de  Montalembert,  who  fent  a  copy  of  it  to, 
the  duke ;  a  method  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  purpofe 
of  conciliating  the  parties. 

Some  time  after  this  battle,  the  king,  converfing  with 
Mitchel,  the  Englifh  envoy,  the  fubje£t  of  difcourfe  was 
Providence,  and  its  influence  over  human  afiairs.  As  the 
king  did  not  always  entertain  the  fame  opinion  with  this 

envoy* 
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cnV6y,  the  latter  faid  to  h'm,  «*  Let  not  your  majefty  en* 
**  tertain  a  doubt  of  this  nature.  Providence  regulates  alf 
'*  the  events  of  this  world  j  and  I  have  remarked,  that; 
**  whenever  it  is  preparing  fomething  great,  it  niakes  ufe  of 
*'  your  majefty  as  the  inftrument.'* 

(117)  The  king  had  two  medals  flruck  on  this  occafion, 
iahd  fent  a  certain  number  of  them,  in  gold  and  filver,  to 
Weriier  andH«yden,  with  flattering  letters.  Two  other  of- 
ficers were  rewarded  with  the  order  of  merit,  and  Werner 
hadbefidefsa  canonry  of  Minden  bettowed  on  him,  which 
produced  2000  crowns;  Ramler,  whom  the  Germans  call 
flieir  Horace,  was  born  at  Calberg.  *  He  has  celebrated  this 

^ftion  in'an  ode  greatly  efteemcd. 

(118)  The  marquis  writes  thus  to  the  comte  de  Choifeu?, 
ambafTador  at  Vienna  :  •*  I  can  as  fafely  aflTure  your  excel- 
**  lency,  as  if  I  were  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that,  if  I  had 
**  not  fornially  oppofed  the*  retreat  towards  Coepnick,  the 
«*  iituation  of  our  aflEiirs  would, be  very  different ;  and  I  have 
^  certainly  good  reafon  to  applaud  myfelf  for  the  refolution 
^<  I  took  of  attaching  myfelf  to  count  C^ernicheff's  van- 
<<  guard  in  this  expedition. '' 

Littres  de  Mmtakmbert.  Campagm^  1760. 

(119)  At  Potzdam  the  works  of  art  found  a  protestor  in 
Efterhalii  the  Auftrian  general.  He  maintained  the  moft 
rigid  difcipline,  and  did,  not  permit  the  fmallcft  article  to  be 

•  injured.    He  only  requeued  a  portrait  of  the  king,  and  one  of 
his  flutes. 

As  foop  as  the  king  beard  of  the  taking  of  Berlin,  he  wrote 
to  the  Chamber  of  Domarps,  to  learn  the  roifcbicf  done  by 
che  enemy,  and  when  he  received  the  ftate  x>f  it,  he  promifed 
to  repair  the  evil  as  foon  as  he  (hould  have  it  in  his  power. 

Gg  a  He 
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He  forbade  them  to  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  given  to  the 
enemy,  declaring  them  null,  and  not  acceptable.  Soon  after 
be  gave  300,000  crowns  to  be  diftributed  among  the  peafants 
and  inhabiunts  only. 

( 1 20)  On  the  evening  before  the  battle,  the  king  having 
aflembled  his  generals,  fpoke  as  follows : 

<<  I  have  called  you  together,  gentlemen,  not  to  aft  your 
<<  advice  i  but  to  inform  you,  that,  to-morrow,  Khali  attad^ 
**  marfhal  Daun.  I  know  he  is  in  a  good  pofition  |  buC» 
**  at  the  fame  time,  fo  confined  within  a  clofe  and  narrow 
*<  point,  that,  if  I  beat  him,  bis  whole  army  is  taken  or 
<«  drowned  in  the  Elbe.  If  we  ave  vanquiflied,  we  ffaall  all 
<*  perifh,  and  myfelf  the  firft.  I  am  weary  of  this  war,  and 
«<  you  muft  all  be  wearied  of  it  likewife ;  we  will  finifli  it  to- 
^*  morrow.  Ziethen^  I  give  jou  the  right  wing  of  my  amy; 
*^  your  objeS.  muft  be  to  proceed  4ireAly  towards  Torgau^ 
**"  to  cut  off  ihe  retreat  of  the  Auftrians,  when  I  (hall  have 
^  beaten  and  driven  them  from  the  heights  of  Siptitz*'' 

The  following  is  the  order  of  battle,  and  of  the  march,  as 
given  out  by  the  king : 

*•  To-morrow,  at  fevcn  In  the  morning,  the  army  will 
•«  march  by  its  left  in  four  columns.  All  the  waggons  and 
<«  hit  horfcs  (hall  be  feht  where  they  were  this  morning. 
«*  The  dragoons  of  Schorlemmcr,  all  the  huflars  and  free 
•*  battalions,  (hall  remain  near  Weidcnhagenj  and  as  there 
"  muft  be  an  enemy's  corps  near  Pretfch,  colonel  Mcehring 
*«will  beftow  his  whole  attention  on  that  quarter,  and  fo 
<*  take  poft  as  to  front  every  way. 

««  1  he  army  will  attack  the  enemy  to-morrow.  The 
"  generals  will  take  care  to  clofe  their  columns,  and  fupport 
•<  each  other  mutually,  according  to  cu'cumftances.  There 
'» (hall  be  always  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  dffiance  from 
•*  one  ttne  to  another. 

«*  Mcfficurs 
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^'Meffieun  Diefloiw  aK^Mcdkr,  coloods  of  artillery, 
^  will  difpoic  thdr  cannofi  fo  as  to  £dici(at«  the  aUackt. 

**  A$  fooQ  as  i^p  enemy  fluH  be  forced  in  the  vineyanb, 
'*  the  battalions  will  form  agitu,  and  the  heavy  artillery  ad* 
•*  vance. 

**  When  cavalry  ihall  be  waotedy  a  whole  wing  muft  not  be 
^^  advanced,  but  only  .9s  many  as -can  aft  n^on  that  ground. 

^^  His  msjefty  relies,  for  all  the  left,  #n  tbe^vatoinr  and  in- 
'^  telligence  of  his  oflkers,  not  doubting  that  every  perfon 
^*  will  exert  bimfeif  to  the  ucm&ft  to  contribute  to  fuccefs, 
^*  and  to  procure  him  a  complrte  vtAory  over  his  enemies/' 

At  this  battle,  Frederick,  who  was  always  at  the  head 
iOf  his  troops,  received  a  ftroke  from  a  mnflcet  ball.  All  his 
aides-de-camp  were  employed  in  carrying  orders.  Msyor  the 
count  of  Aahalt,  now  a  Ijfufeoant-genesal  in  the  Ruffian 
fervice,  :^ope  was  near  him*  This  officer  entreated  the,  king 
in  vain  to  retire  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  have  his  wound 
drefled.  *^  No^'*  replied;  tbi^  king,  **  mf  Bftis  n$ibing ;  wi 
4<  mi^  tbi^k  rfuftoring  vriir^  ind  rfgrnmng  HMbettU:*  This 
courageous  firmn^fs  reanimated  the  ibklieMl^oisder  was  re^ 
ftore^,  and  the  battle  won. 

During  this  lame  eogagemehit,  tieytenaiitNCBlonel  the 
count  of  Aohalt  made  ahriflt  atta^  on  the  enemy  with  two 
grenadier  cojnpanies  of  the  regiment  of  guards,  and  tw6 
others  of  the  prince  of  Pruffia's  regiment.  He  was  killed 
in  this  attack ;  and,  when  the  dfeath  of  this  brave  officer  was 
annouqc^  to  the  king,  he  turned  towards  his  brother  the 
inajor.,  and  faid  to  him,  ^<  Evtry, thing  g^es  wrong  ta*day  !  My 
^^  friendiforfsJU  mi. ;  Ibavtjufi  kanU  the  death  §fyotir  bratbtr.^ 

The  night  immediately  fuccecding  this  battle  was  ex« 
trcmely  cold,  and  the  troops  had  made  great  fices.  To- 
wards the.  morning,  the  king  palTed  on  horfeback  along  the 
jEroot  of  his  army  from  the  le&to  the  right  wing.!  When 
lie  re^qhed  the  (lation  of  the:  regiment  of  guards,  l^e  dif- 
iOQUntcd.aod  went  to  warm  hitpfelf,  furrounded  by  his  regi« 
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ment  and  his  grenadiers,  and  thus  waited  for  day-break,  With 
the  intention  of  again  attacking  the  Auftrians,  if  they  had 
not  retreated ;  a  circumfiance  which  could  hot*be  difcovercd, 
from  the  darknefs.  The  king  converfed  with  the  grena- 
diers, and  greatly  extolled  their  courage  during  the  adton. 
The  grenadiers,  who  were  no  ftrangers  tb  the  goodnefs  ahd 
familiarity  of  the  king,  conMnued  prefflng  more  and  more 
around  him.  One  of  them,  called  ReUac^  toWhom  the  kfng 
the  moft  frequently  addreifed  himfdf^  and  who  had  often  re- 
ceived money  from  him,  had  the  boldnefs  tp  aft  him  *<  where 
^*  hi  bad  hten  Jurifig  the  batik.  In  gimralC*  continued  he,  ^^pu 
«*  Uai  us  yourfelf  into  the  b^tufifin.  This  tinuy  however  ^  no  per* 
^^  fin  has  fern  you\  %tismtweUi$ni  ofyeu  te  abandon  us  in  this 
<^  manner.^*  The  king  anfwered  with  an  air  of  benignity  and 
mildoefs,  that  during  the  whole  engagement  he  had  remainbl 
with  the  left  wing  of  the  amty,  which  prevented  him  from 
appearing  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Whilft  he  was  hold- 
ing this  converfatioo,  the  king  had  unbuttoned  his  ftirtout, 
on  account  of  the  heat,  and  the  grenadiers  perceived  a  bullet 
fall  which  be  (htd  received  within  his  cloaths.  The  hole 
made  by  it  in  his  coat  and  furtout  was  next  remarked.  Their 
minds  wercnowfeized  with  a  general  enthufiafm,  and  they 
exclaimed,  «•  ITou  are  always  our  old  Friisie',  you  Jbare  every 
**  danger  with  us  !  We'll  die  for  you!  Long  live  the  king!  Long 
^Uive  the  king  !'' 

Another  grenadier  faid  to  him,  •*  Fritzey  wilt  thou  give  us 
**  good  winter-  quarters  this  year  ?'*  **  By  all  the  devils  in  hellj' 
replied  the  king,  •*  let  us  firji  take  Drefden.  .  .  .  JVhen  that 
"  is  done^  Fll  take  care  of  you^  and  you  Jhall  be  contented/'  And, 
lu  isi&y  he  put  the  regiment  of  guards  into  winter-quarters 
at  Leipfic. 

Wbilft  the  king  thus  converfed  with  his  grenadiers,  and 
they  gathered  round  him,  fome  of  them  were  fmoking^  and 
fent  up  into  his  noftrils  a  thick  cloud  of  the  effluvia  of  the 
very  worft :  tobacco  s    oth^si  obferving  this^  faid  to  their 
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comrades,  ««  Keep  iaek:*  "  JVi,"  anfwercd  the  king;  "  / 
^dikt  tbtfmoki  df  tebaccoy .  It  is  well  known,  however,  that 
Frederick  could  not  bear  the  fmell  of  a  pipe. 

(i2i)  "  Take  a  bundle  dfjhraw  with  you  td-Jayy'  faid  the 
king,  in  furveying,as  ufual,  tbeintrenchments,  *<  that  I  may 
*«  net  he  ehUged  to  lie  en  the  bare  greund^  as  I  did  laji  night .^'^^ 
fjournal  of  a  grenadier,  fromche  camp  of  Bunfelwitz.  J 

(122)  When  he  learut  the  news  of  the  capture  di  Schweid- 
liitz,  an  emotion  of  anger  was  obferved  in  hira  towards  ge- 
neral Zaftrow ;  but  he  inftantly-  did  violence  to  himfelf, 
and  faid,  imiling,  *^  h  is  a  bad  affair ;  we  muft  try  to  repair 
ibis.  It  feems  as  if  the  general,  in  his  report,  wifhed  to  boaft 
of  having  made  a  vigorous  refiftance;  for  Frederick  anfwer* 
ed  him,  <^  You  write  tome  as  Francis  I.  wrote  to  his  mo- 
^<  tber,  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,  <*  Every  thing  is  lofty  except 
**  eur  honour^*  Yet  I  cannot  well  comprehend  how  the  af- 
>(  fair  has  happened,  and  I  fufpend  my  judgmeAt.  It  is  a 
**  very  extraordinary  bufinefs  !"  ^ 

•  The  general  loft  his  jregiment.  He  eameflly  entreated  the 
J^ing  to  have  his  coqdiid .examined  by  a  council  of  war ;  but 
Frederick  always  refufed,  obferving,  ^^I accufeyeu  efmerinse\ 
^<  but^  after  fucb  a  inisfertunet  it  wefM  be  imprudent  and  dan^ 
*•  gerom  to  entruft  you  with  a  poji  or  orders!* 

(123)  The  prefents^  which  the  king  defigned  for  thefe 
l>riQCes  were  conftderablej  but  peace  taking  place  foon  after, 
he  did  not  fend  them  all..  They  were  brought  back  to  Ber- 
lin, and  expofed  to  the  public  curiofity. 

,  Under  thefe  ArcumftanceSj.  the  king  exhibited  a  fort  of 
^arce-in  his  camp*  He  wiihed  to  make  the  foldiers  believe 
that  the  Turk  was  going  to  fupport  htm,  in  order  to  revive 
4heir  courage.    To  this  effect,  be  had  a  certain  number  of 
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Ills  people  dreflcd  up  in  ibt  Turkiib  faflitoii,  an^made  thtm 
pafs  through  bis  camp  with  grea^t  poipp^  a«  if  ic  was  an  nim 
bafly  from  the  grand  (ignior. 

(124)  The  baron,  fin4ing  himfelf  arreM^  defired  the  of- 
ficer to  let  him  go  into  ai|  adjoining  room,  to  get  fomd 
cloaths  he  ftood  in  need  Qf,  which  ithe  officer  granted,  bat 
he  waited  his  return  in  vain.  He  had  jumped  oat  at  tht 
window  with  the  prieft  who  was  then  in  the  bQufe,  and 
they  both  efcaped. 

Baron  Warkotfch  was  a  Lutheran  j.  the  chaSeur,  called 
Kappe],  was  a  Catholic.  As  for  the'ppeft,  be  was  of  the 
religion  of  Jaguis  CUnunt^  Jean  Cbittlf  RmnlU^^  Damiim^ 
bfc»  He  had  no  tafle,  however,  for  martyrdom.  The  fa^ ' 
ther  of  this  prieft,  who  was  an  boneft.citixen  of  Neifle,  (aid| 
in  his  interrogatories,  before  the  judges,  **  We  drew  tha- 
««  blood  out  of  our  veins  tq  give  him  a  good  education  ;  bat 
,^*  fince  be  has  ti|rned  prieft,  be  is  fo  changed  that  be  bai 
^<  always  defpifed  his  mother  and  me,  and  when  b^  came  ta 
^*  Neifle  difdaincd  even  to  cat  with  us/' 

It  is  remiarked,  that,  in  the  great  ball  of  the  baron's  houfe, 
the  following  infcription  bad  been  long  written  up  in  goldea 
letters  : 

UT  CUM  IGNS,  SIC  CUM  REQIBUS. 

(125)  When  the  officer  gave  an  account  to  the  king  of 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  commiffion,  he  faid  to  him  coldly, 
**  Return  to  your  regiment ;  you  are  an  av^kwari feUoni)  j  I  Jboi 
**  not  employ  you  again  onfuchan  occafton.'* 

(126)  Among  thefe  prifoners  were  joo  ybung  gentlemen, 
whom  general  Tottleben  had  carried  off  the  year  before 
from  the  cadet's  academy  at  Berlin.  When  Tottleben  went 
into  this  houfe,  he  wanted  only  to  take  away  the  talleft ;  but 

the 
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^  3fOttnger  oibes,  who  ^rac^oiily  from  li  to  1:4  years  bid, 
aftiamed  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  foldieriy  fotkrv^d  tbeir 
comrades,  and  moft  of  tbeooi  fecretljr. 

.    (1^7)  In  1668,  Peter  I.  expelled  from  the  throne  his  el- 
der brother  Ivan,  by  means  of  the  Strelitzes,  and  alone  |o- 
neened  the  empire.  'In  1727,  Catherine,  his  fpoufe,  ap- 
pointed the  young  duke  Ulric  of  Holftein  to  be  her  fucceflbr. 
Her  teftament  had  no  eflFe£^,  and  Anne,  niece  of  Peter  L 
Was  placed  on  the  throne.    In   1740,  Anne  bequeathed  the 
cro\^'to  young  prince  It^an,  fon  of  Anthony-Ulric  of  Wol* 
fenbuttel  and  her  niece  Anne,  naming  the  duke  of  Biron 
regent'  until   the   young  prince  attained  the   age  of  tj^ 
^^iron  was  rejeded,  and  the  regency  given  to  Anne,  mother 
of  Ivan,     But,   in  the  fame  year,  Elizabeth  Petrowna,  the 
youngeft  daughter  of  P^ter  I.  mountH  the  throne,  by  the 
lid  of  a  party,  and  font  yotiiig  Ivan,  with  his  parents,  into 
JMefia.    She  defigned  9^t»r-lSi'.  duke  of  Holftcin,  for  her 
fuccefTor,  who,  after  a  reign  of  fix  months,  was^bligM,  on 
fhe  9th  of  July,  1762,  to  furrender  the  throne  to  his  wife 
Catherine  It. 

(128)  The  king  of  Prufiia^s  letters  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  Ferer  III.  proved  that  Fredrick  frequently  recom- 
mit nded  moderation. 

(129)  Tfat  bifhopi;  popes,  and  monks,  pofleiii  ih  Ruflii 
hr^r  a  milHoh  of  peafiints ;  for,  in  that  country,  eftntes  are 
l^alued  by  peafants,  as  they  are  elftwhere  by  acnes  of  land; 
Shid  a  Ruffian  bets  a  htindred  peafanes  on  a  cArd,  as  • 
Frenchman  does  a  hundred  Louis,  or  an  Englifiiffitn  lu  mft-^ 
fly  guineas.  The  hnds  poffcfled  by  [the  clergy  are  efti- 
niated  at  two  millions  of  roubles.  According  to  the  plan 
f^  Peter  III.  their  property'  was  td  be  adminiftered  by  the 
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*^  enemfs  foi^ti  ore  biri\  tbeybave  dhnadf  drhkn  In  aUmf 
•*  p9fts  of  obfiYVtAtw**  *•  Keep  than  hack  as  long  as  yn  tan^ 
replied  the  king,  and  inftantly  cried  out,  **  My  borfg  [**  He 
mounted,  the  armj  formed,  and  Laudohn  found  them  in 
good  order* 

(i i6)Maria'>TherefawrotetogeAeraILaudoha:  '^Tboiigh 
<<  the  1 5th  of  Auguft  be  an  unfortunate  day  for  me,  I  candot 
'*  but  do  juftice  to  the  exadnefs  with  which  you  acquitted 
^^  yourfelf  of  the  commi^on  that  was  given  you,  as  well  as 
<<  to  your  courage  and  prudence  \  and  you  may  be  aflured, 
<*  on  my  word,  that  I  ihall  remember  tbefe  ;is  titles  to  mf 
**  favour.'^ 

A  letter  flill  more  remarkable  is  the  Sallowing  from  tbt 
king  of  Pruffia  Co  the  marquis  d'Argens : 

«•  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  d 
*^  Auguft  would  have  decided  the  campaign  ;  at  prefent  this 
**  adion  is  but  a  fcratch.  We  muft  have  a  great  battle  tff 
^^  terminate  bur  defliny  ;  and  this,  according  to  all  appear- 
•'  ances,  will  be  very  (hortly,  when  we  may  rejoice  fhould 
**  the  event  prove  favourable.  I  thank  you  for  the  fincere 
**  part  you  take  in  this  advantage.  Much  artifice  and  no 
**  fmall  addrefs  were  necefTary  to  bring  matters  to  this  point. 
*•  Talk  not  to  me  of  dangers  j  the  laft  affair  only  coft  mc  a 
*^  coat  and  a  horfe,  which  is  purchafing  viAory  at  a  cheap 
*«  rate. 

•*  I  have  not  received  the  letter  you  fpeak  of;  we  are  in 
•*  a  manner  blocked  up  rcfpefling  correfpondence,  by  the 
<*  Ruffians  on  one  fide  of  the  Oder,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
•*  Auftrians*  A  little  engagement  was  Aeceflary  even  for 
••  the  purpofe  of  difpatching  away  the  light-horfeman,  who^ 
••  I  hope,  has,  by  this  time,  delivered  to  you  my  letter. 

«'  Never  have  I  been  in  fo  difagreeable  a  fituation  as  in  thi$ 
**  campaign.  Believe  me,  I  fland  in  need  of  miracles  to 
<<  enable  me  to  furmounC  all  the  dificulties  I  fee  bpforr  me. 

««  I  do 
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«*  I  do  my  duty  not  unfkflfully  when  the  occafion  offers;  but 
*«  ticver  forget,  my  dear  marqui^,  that  I  do  not  difpofe  of  for- 
•*  tune,  and  that  in  my  projeSs  I  am  obliged  to  leave  too 
^  niuch  to  chance  for  want  of  means  to  render  them  more 
**  folid.  Mine  are  the  labours  of  Hercules,  which  I  muft 
*<  perform  at  ati  agewhen  ftrength  is  forfaking  me,  in  which 
*^  my  infirmities  increafe,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  when 
«*  hopc^  the  laft  confolation  of  the  wretched,  begins  to  fail 
•*  mc.  You  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  affairs  to 
**  form  an  accurate  idea  of  all  the  dangers  with  which  the 
**  ftate  is  threatened;  I  know  and  conceal  them.  1  referve 
*<  all  the  apprehenfions  for  myfelf,  and  communicate  no- 
**  thing  to  the  public  biit  'hopes  and  the  little  good  news  I 
•*  have  to  give  them.  If  the  blow  I  am  now  meditating  fuc- 
«*  ceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  will  be  the  time  togiveour- 
•^  felves  up  to  joy  ;  but,  until  theii,  let  us  not  flatter  our- 
««  felves,  left  we  fhould  be  too  much  depreffed  by  fome  unex- 
««  peeled  ill  news. 

•*  Here  I  lead  thelife  of  a  military  Garthufian.  My  affairs 
**  furnifh  me  with  much  to  think  of,  and  the  reft  of  my 
**  time  1  dedicate  to  letters,  which  form  my  confolation,  as 
<<  they  did  thofe  of  the  conful,  the  father  of  his  country  and 
**  of  eloquence.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  (hall  furvive  this 
*<  war,  but  I  am  thoroughly  refolved,  fhould  that  happen,  to 
<<  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom 
«<  of  philofophy  and  friendfliip. 

<<  As  foon  as  the  correfpondence  is  more  open,  you  will 
**  give  me  pleafure  in  writing  to  me  often.  I  do  not  know 
•«  where  we  (hall  take  up  our  winter-quarters ;  our  houfes 
<*  were  deftVoyed  in  the  bombardment  of  Breflaw;  our  ene« 
**  mics  fcem  to  envy  us  even  day-light  and  the  air  we  breathe* 
<*  They  muft,  however,  leave  us  a  fpot,  and,  if  it  be  a  fafc 
^^  one,  I  anticipate  the  pleafure  of  receiving  you. 

«  Well !  my  dear  marqiiis,  what  becomes  of  thcpeace  with 
*<Francfc!    You  fee  that  your  nation  is  blinder  than  you 
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Ao£e  vfas  vTst  VcUflc  bm,  sad  lUrn,  wifn  3  ipnngt  i 

Ss£  ts3Li--iqje£  sear  t9  tfar  imMhiney  far  dx  parpofe  ofdV' 

.  V  _^    ■  •     ■■[■ill  -    ■  »  '*  - , 

lac  CBBS  sBBCQotr,  apcncBoeii  iK  | 

I  IJrtsai  Livg^iiij^y  and  oci|M 
uRAcToik. 


OT9£X    ASZCaom   AS9   PAKnCVLASS  RKLATITI 
TKB  FCFTH  PEXIOO. 

1b  r^sS^whrntbckiBCwaicarrfiBg  ooAefi^of  W 
nC8»  rise  aaaw  took,  aev  Dbainhel,  a  convoj  of  prcv^ 
MBS  ud  uMBonidoB*  Oi  icccitiiig  this  difagfeeable  iih 
fie3I§cacr»  ae  king  tflfBiHcii  at  die  head-quarters  at  Schmih, 
5iz  ill  !i.s  gsatnif  ind  aannMniiers  of  battalxoDs  and  fqua^. 
.:cc5«  lai  accrediai  tfaem  as  foilcws : 

**  Genticmen^ 

*^  The  eoeiirr  has  icuod  m  opportunity  of  intercepting  > 
*'  ccoYov  which  was  comiog:  to  as  from  Silefia.  This  fetal 
*^  accident  obliges  me  to  ralTe  the  6ege  of  Olmotz.  But  the 
*''  oScers  muft  not»  from  this,  imagine  that  all  is  loft.  By 
^^  no  C3e::cs  ;  they  fliouid  be  perfaaded,  on  the  contrarji 
*'  that  every  thing  will  be  fo  repaired  as  to  keep  the  enemy 
*'  in  awe.  The  officers,  therefore,  (hould  infpire  courage 
**  into  the  fokiiers,  and  not  fuffer  them  to  murmor.  I  hopcy 
**  too,  that  the  officers  themfelves  will  fhew  no  marks  of  diT- 
**  con:cnt :  if  I  perceive  any  thing  of  the  kind,  I  will  fc* 
**  verely  punifli  the  pcrfon  who  (hall  be  guilty  of  it.  I  am 
^*  fping  to  march ;  and,  whcrc-evcr  I  find  the  enemy,  I  will 
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P*  fight  them,  bowfoever  advantageous  their  poHtion,  and 
■«  howfoever  flrong  their  defenfive  batteries.  Yet"  [here  the 
king  ritbbedhis  forehead  with  his  cane]  **  I  will  never  attack 
«^  tbetn  imprudently,  or  without  mature  refledion.  But  I 
HI*  am  perfuaded,  that,  if  a  fair  opportunity  offers,  all  the  of- 
^*  ficers  and  foldiers  will  do  their  duty,  as  they  have  always 
■««  performed  it  hitherto.^' 

After  this  difcourfe,  the  king  quitted  his  officers  with  an 
air  of  kindnefs  and  afFefiion  which  gained  him  every  heart. 

When  the  king  returned  from  the  war,  he  went  immedi-- 
4di3tely  to  Cbarlottenbourg,  a  palacte  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
'Ae  Spree,  a  league  from  Berlin,  and  fent  for  Bendk«  the 
^  vafter  of  his  chapel.  He  ordered  him  to  get  repaired,  in  the 
J^jpice  of  four  hours,  the  organ  of. the  chapel,  which  the  ene- 
l^njr  had  broken.  But,  the arttft  applied  to  on  this  occaCon 
'J^und  it  fo  fpoilt,  that  he  declared  it  impoffible  to  repair.it 
^ifi  fo  fhort  a  time.  Benda  told  the  king  what  he  f^id.  **  No 
matter,"  replied  Frederick;  ••leave  the  organ  as  it  is; 
that  will  not  hinder  us  from  Tinging  TV  Deum  in  the  cba-^ 
*«  pel."  Frederick  fixes  an  hour  for  this  ceremony,  and  all 
.  the  muficians  repair  to  the  chapel,  expeding  to  fee  a  moft 
^  (brilliant  audience  formed  by.  the  whole  CQurt.  Every  thing 
r.:was  ready,  when  the  king  entered  sdone,  and  without  any 
j|[«vetinue.  He  feats  hlmfelf,  and  makes  a  fign  fprthem-to 
^  ^jQooKnence,  which  tbey  do  accordiqgly*  As  foon  as  the  voices 
^*' began  TV  Deum  laudamuit  Frederidc  hid  his  face. with  both 
^  .bis  hands  to  give  vent  to  :tbe  tears  flowing  from  his  eyes  a 
^■^/This  fpe^iacle  fo  aiFeded  the  aiuficians  in  general,  that  tbey 
J  JB^^  teacs  likewife,  an^  were  hardly  able  to  read  their  mufic. 


t0R« 
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CORB£SPOND£NCE    BBTWBEN    FBEOBBICK  H.   AKp    AtJ^ 
CUSTUS-WILLIAM,    PBINCB-&OYAL  OF  PRUfSIA,    FA- 
^  THER   OF    FRBSERICK  -  WILLIAM    11.    THE    PKE^SMT 

JIBICNINC   MONARCH. 

Firjt  Litter  from  the  Prince  Royal  of  Prtiffia  to  the  King. 
*< Campat Bimtzlau,  iftof  July,  1757. 

<<  Mr  DEAR  BROTHER, 

^*  I  arrived  this  afternoon  at  this  camp  with  all  the  wag- 
<*  gons.  '  The  enemy's  buflars  attacked  us,  but  we  fttfltred 
<<  not  die  fmaileft  lofs.  It  is  my  duty  to  fpesd^  freely  to  yon 
<*  of  the  fituation  in  which  we  are.  Be  affured  that  I  bair 
^  talked  with  the  generals  before  I  wrote  this  letter.  Tbor 
*^  is  neither  iBour  nor  bread  for  the  army  at  JBuotelau.  Oat 
^  camp  is  as  well  efiabliflied  as  poffible,  hecaufe  it  is  wtal^ 
^  fary  to  fupport  the  town.  The  cmnp  is  but  4oo  ftrong 
*<  in  front ;  but,  if  the  enemy's  army  fhouid  pafs  the  Elbe 
<<  near  Brandeis,  as  it  is  probable  from  the  news  we  have  of 
^<  therii,  we  are  cut  off  from  Leutmeritz.  We  are  at  prefent 
^<  fo  furrounded  by  their  light  troops,  that  there  is  no  pro- 
<^  vifion  in  the  camp.  Their  object  feems  to  be  to  ftarve  us 
^*  out^  for  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  quit  the  camp  ia 
*<  fight  of  the  enemy's  army.  Befides  this,  we  arc  in  want  of 
**  water  ;'for,  to  prevent  the  right  wing  from  being  tntcr- 
*«  fefted  by  three  lines,  it  was  neceflkry  to  poft  it  as  it  nytt 
**  is,  which  removes  it  from  the  Ifcr. 

*<  The  regiments  have  fent  their  wounded  to  2atniu. 
"  The  greateft  part  of  the  regiments  are  without  their  wag- 
"  gons ;  I  imagine  it  will  be  difficult,  therefore,  to  fend  as 
'*  far  as  half  way  to  Leutmeritz  the  number  of  waggons  nc- 
"  cefTary  to  convey  bread. 

"  1  (hall  now  propofe  to  you,  my  dear  brother,  what  I 
"  think  moft  advifeable  for  the  fecUrity  of  the  army.  Idc- 
/«  clare  to  you,  that  this  counfcl  docs  not  originate  with  roe 

•«  alone, 
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••  StlbM^  biit  rn  concert  ivith  generals  who  have  more  expc- 
**  rience  than  I.  We  are  of  opmion,  that,  if  we  were  to 
*•  occupy  the  camp  <rf  Neafcblofs,  we  fhould  more  conve- 
••  ffiiently  be  able  to  join  you  as  before.  By  this  we  Ihall 
*^  cover  Lu&tia,  and,  according  to'  cireumftances,  might 
«*  more  eafily  pafs  into  Silefia.  The  convoy  of  general 
**  Brandeis  can  jcrfn  its  without  difficulty  ;  there  will  be  a 
•^  greater  fupply  of  provifions  sh  the  camp,  and  the  foldiers 
^*  will  become  more  content,  which  is  the  principal  obje£lin 
•«  the  {A-efent  ftate  of  things.  This  is  the  true  pidlure  of 
i  *•  the  fitusttion  ^e  are  now  in. 

r       •«  We  have  feen  a  confiderable  body  of  light  troops  en- 

-  ^*  camped  near  Strenitz,  not  far  from  our  camp,  from  which 

^^  they  are  only  feparated  by  a  hollow  way.    Deferters  who 

I  «  have  juil  arrived  aflure  41s  that  prince  Charles  will  pafs  the 

i  "**  £lbe  this  day  with  his  army,  either  to  attack  or  to  encamp 

<^  near  us.    If  this  intelligence  be  true,  and  I  remain  in  this 

<<  camp,  which  I  am  not  fure  of  being  able  to  defend  with 

**  honour,  I  will  acquit  myfelf  of  what  I  owe  to  you,  the 

<*  army,  and  the  ftate, 

**  Let  «nc  obferve,  then,  that,  under  this  event,  I  fliall 
*<  march  witbotit  fiaying  for  your  orders ;  bat,  Oiould  the 
^  enemy  not  pafs  the  Elbe,  I  wait  an  anfwer,  to  which  I 
^*  ihall  fubmit,  as  is  my  duty,  &c/' 

Second  UtUrfrm  tti  Princi  Rsyal  to  the  King. 

**  Camp  at  Buotslau,  2d  of  July,  1 757* 

**  MY  DIAR  BROTHER, 

.  <*  You  will  have  feen,  by  my  hft  letter,  the  intelligence 
«  brought  us  by  an  enemy's  huflar  and  a  woman  from 
^  Brandeis.  It  feems  to  me  conformable  to  the  fad.  We 
^  take  all  the  pains  in  the  world  to  procure  intelligence  of 
*^  the  enemy.  One  of  our  trumpets  returned  from  Daun's 
^*  army  has  brought  a  letter  dated  from  the  camp  at  Liflau  % 
^  it  is  probable,  therefore,  that  prince  Charles's  army  is  on 
^^ot.  I.  H  h  «*  this. 
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<*  this,  aod  that  of  marfhal  Daun  on  the  other  Me  tke  iM^ 
*<  All  Nadafti*8  corps  are  encamped  near  Stranow  and  Sobinika. 
**  This  camp  is  feparated  from  ours  by  a  confiderable  boUow 
*<  way.  General  Winterfeldt  has  undertaken  to  march  with 
**  four  battalions  to  Lobe,  to  get  more  certain  news  of  the 
«'  enemy.  If  matters  do  not  change,  prince  Maurice  will 
*^  march  to-morrow  with  his  regiment.  Fink's  battalion  of 
««  grenadiers,  the  regiments  of  Bninfwick  and  StedMiiit 
^*  and  a  hundred  huflars,  who^  according  to  your  orders,  are 
«<  to  go  for  bread  at  Pleifwedel.  We  are  in  want  of  every 
^<  fort  of  fubfiftence  ^  this  milcry  makes  the  Mdiert  muf*- 
«  mur,  fcc.** 

Third  LeStir/rm  the  Prinet  gj^l  $f  Pnjfi^  $$  tbi  King. 

**  Camp  at  Buntzlau,  ad  of  July,  X757< 
•*  In  tic  evening. 

^^  Xay  DEAR  BROTlllE, 

«<  Prince  Maurice  will  give  you  an  exaA  report  of  our 
^«  condition »  and  of  the  impoffibility  we  are  in  of  BEiaintatning 
*<  the  camp  of  Buntzlau,  The  want  of  water,  forage,  and 
<'  provifions,  is  the  principal  caufe  of  it.  Add  to  this,  the 
<*  advrices  we  receive  from  all  fides^  that  prince  Charles  has 
^^  paiTed  the  £lbe  near  Brandeis,  that  Daun  is  encamped  at 
*<  Liflau,  and  Nadafti's  corps  at  Stranow,  by  which  means 
<^  they  cut  us  oiF  from  proviiions,  and  ffom  aTl  communr- 
<*  cation  with  Leutmertta.  I  &nd  my felf  compeUed,  there* 
<^  fore,  to  occupy  a  eamp  not  inferior  inftrength,  and  better 
<<  fituated  than  this  f  I  mean  that  of  Neufchlois.  1  exped, 
^'  every  moment,  the  report  of  general  Winterfeldt,  who  h 
*<  gone  with  fome  battalions  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  A^ 
*^  foon  as  I  receive  it,  I  fhall  make  the  difpofition  of  the 
*<  march.  Having  received  no  letiers  for  fome  days  paft 
<<  from  LeutmeritZi  I  am  afraid  the  light  infantry  have  beeir 
«  taken.     You  may  be  alTured,  my  dear  brother,  that  nothing 

«<ftal( 


F   RED    E   R    10   K      II.  ^67 

^  Hutt  be  tlegl«£tedl>MPhieb'  is  confbmabie  to  pur  will,  and 
^  iiiitable  for  the  stmif,  &0.'' 

*•  Leutinerite,  3d  of  J  uly. 
'<  Maith  to  HirfdiWrg." 


4nf»$r^  .^  Prmu  R^j^tl  t9  tbU  N^ts. 

^»  Camp  at'Neufthlofs^  4th  o(  JvAy. 

*<  MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

«» tht  hxxthtRttiveA'^ik  with  your  note.  I  had  taken  iny 
'^  camp  near  Htr^hberg,  not  having  been  able  to  reach 
**  Neufchlofs.  The  quantitjrcif  ^g^gi^  greatly  retarded 
**^  our  march.  In  fpicrof  this  we  have  not  loft  a  fingle  wag- 
'*  gon,  and  the  teack-guard  only  one  man  of  Le  Noble%  bat- 
^  talion.  I  chofcr  tMsrcamp^  wtricb- 19  only  a  ihort  mil6 
**  from  Hiffebbti^i  beealilcv  in  our  prefent  fiate,  it  is  ver^ 
«*  commodiousfordwahny^corefrefli  themfelves  in,, and  wt 
«<  have  fomepraiti^iMnsi  tore.  I  ihall  feud  an  engineer  to* 
*<  morrow  to  Leypit  tO'ittooiHtfoitre  the  town,  and  the  gar- 
<^  rifoh  (hall  bo  {A-opoltiQlitd  to  his  report.  When  we  (haft 
<<  have  piit«'  garrifen  iiM  that  place,  -we  (hall  be  lefs  ftrait- 
**  ened'for  provifiofiri^  And  gain  more  fpace  for  foraging. 

<*  I  have  this  day  Md^red  general  Brandeis  to  haften  his 
<<  march.  Geneml  Rebentitfch  may  reinforce  his  efcort  at 
*<  Zittau,  whither  prinetf  Maurice  hasufecached  him.  Flock's 
*<  battalion  remains  at  Gcerlitz  with  tKe'^wouiided,  and  ge« 
<«  neral  Rebentifch  will  join  general  Brandeis  with  the  bat- 
*<  talions  of  Kalkrevt,  and  five  f<)uadfons  of  Werner.  The 
<^  colonel,  who  is  ae  Zittau;  retains  a  battalion  of  pioneers^ 
^^  and  the  regiment  of  Kurfel,  to  cover  the  magazine. 

**  All  the  environs  are  occupied  by  fmall  troops  of  hufiars 
•«  and  Pandours ;  we  have  no  news  whatever  of  Daun's 
»<  army  J  a  trumpet  has  brought  us  another  letter,  dated  from 
*'  LifiTau. 

H  h  51  **  I  will 
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<<  I  will  have  the  roadswhtch  leadfiroto  fatfte  toLcutlQeritr^ 
^*  Zituu^and  by  Aicba,toHirfchb6rg«inSiicfiatrecMnoitre(^ 
<*  to  be  prepared  for  every  event.  Prince  Maurice  writes  me 
<*  word  that  general  Bulau  is  arrived  with  bread  at  Pleifwedel, 
*<  and  that  general  Meineeke  will  bring  it  here  to-day.  The 
^*  rapine  and  diforders  of  the  caifip  foU6weri  and  women  are 
«<  become  (b  exceffive,  that  it  will  be  highly  neceflary  to  make 
<<  an  example.  I  beg  you^  therefore^  to  difiate  to  me  my 
<(  oooduS  on  the  occafion.    I  am»  &e." 

Tti  King's  jtnjwer  u  ibeformr  LitUnrftbiPrina  ufPrugia. 

^  Leutmeritc,  3d  of  July. 

<*  Mr  DBAR  BROTHIR, 

<^  You  cannot  now  .retire  iotot  SHcfie.  No  other  retieat» 
**  then,  remains  for  you  but  Lufatia« .  You  muft  foragts  v^trf 
<*  quarter,  and  dcftroy  every  things  you  are. enable  to  cor^ 
^  fume,  to  render  the  enemy's  fubfiftence^dificult.  At  foon 
ft(  as  you  have  eftablifhed  a  camp  at  Hirfchberg,tbe  commttnt<*- 
<*  cation  with  Leutmerit£  will  give  ncr  further  trouble.  We 
**  muft  make  every  effort  to  maintain  ourfelves  till  the  15th 
*<  of  Auguft )  andi  as  Zittau  is  a  poft  of  little  importance, 
«<  I  leave  you  the  choice  of  fixing  your  camp  at  Reicbenberg^ 
**  Krottau^  or  Gabel.  Should  the  enemy  difcover  an  inten* 
<<  tion  to  turn  towards  Lufatia,  you  muft  encamp*  with  the 
*<  utmoft  circumfpedion,  let  him  pafs,  then  follow  him,  and 
<'  intercept  his  provifions ;  in  confequence  he  will  be  con* 
«*  ftrained  to  attack  you  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  you  may  chufe, 
"  after  confulting  the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  other  flcilful 
<^  captains  who  are  acquainted  with  tbofe  countries.  If  the 
^<  enemy  proceeds  with  all  his  troops  to  Landihout,  you  muft 
*<  match  to  Griefenberg,  in  order  to  cut  ofi^  his  convoys. 
**  .Winterfcldt,  and,  above  all,  major  Cimbers,  who  know 
^  thefe  places,  can  fettle  your  march,  and  chufe.  your  camps. 
"  Precipitate  nothing  upon  uncertain  intelligence,  neither 
*•  take  any  refolutioa  without  being  furc  of  the  enemy's  viewsw 

"  Circulate 
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(It 
<<  Cir^iilat^  a  report  in  the  army  that  you  have  a  great  de* 
*'  figo,  and  that  affairs  will  foon  wear  a  different  afpeA.    I 
«*  am,  ice.'* 

Tbe  King's  Anfwer  to  the  fourib  Lettir  of  the  PrinCi  Rejal  of 

Pruffia. 

*•  Leutmeritz,  5th  of  July. 

^<  MY  BEAK  BROTHBt, 

^«  I  am  well  fatisfied  with  the  camp  you  have  taken  at 
^  Neufchlofs,  and  you  have  fixed  it  as  it  ihould  be  for  the 
«^  prefent  occafion.  Having  learnt  that  the  enemy  have 
<^  views  on  Tefchen,  you  muff  be  upon  your  guard,  and 
^^  prevent  them  from  effablifhing  tbemfelvcs  between  yonr 
<^  camp  4nd  the  Elbe ;  for^  fuppofing  that  a  body  of  the 
^^  enemy  (hould  encamp  in  thofe  parts,  you  muft  immedi- 
'^  ately  detach  9  corps  towards  Budiffin«  which  will  oblige 
«f  them  to  deltft  from  their  project.  Should  the  whole  force 
*^  of  the  enemy,  be  pointed  againft  Leutmeritz,  which  would 
<*  oblige  us  to  form  a  juodioo,  I  have  chofen  a  very  firong 
^<  camp  between  Flolchkowitz  and  Zaorzan ;  but  this  junc- 
^*  tioo  muft  take  place  only  at  the  very  laft  extremity* 

^*  t  have  received  intelligence  of  prince  Charles's  army 
^^  having  marched  to  Wittendorf,  but  I  do  not  believe  it. 
^*  If  you  have  any  thing  to  communiqtte  to  me,  you  muft 
^^  take  an  bu(&r  who  underdands  Hungarijin,  and  drefs  him 
^*  likean  Auftrian^  under  thisdifguife,  he  will  furely  pafs  the' 
^^  pofts ;  and  if  he  be  difcovered,  no  matter,  as  the  letter 
^<  will  be  in  cyphers )  but  you  may  aflure  him,  that,  on  his 
*^  arrival,  he-  (hall  receive  fix  ducats*  I  have  given  orders 
^^  to  the  commandants  of  the  fortreffes  of  Schwetdnitz,Neifle, 
^<  Glatz,  and  Cofel,  and  to  colonel  Kreut^,  to  report  to  you 
*(  every  thing  that  paffes  refpei^iag  the  motions  of  the  ene- 
<<  my,  and  the  places  where  they  efiabliih  their  magazines, 
<(  and  on.  what  fide  they  probably  extend  their  views*  As 
f  ^  fgr  the  r^ft,  if  the  rapine  and  diforder  of  the  followers  and 

H  h  3  «  the 
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<^  the  women  continiie,  it  wiU  be  verf  proper  to  OHfae  ait 
<*  example,  by  bangtag  up  fome  of  ibofe  wsetcfacf  •'* 

Jnfwir  oftbi  Prina  ofPruJfia  t9  the  Kifif^s  firjl  Littif* 

<*  Camp  at  NetrfchloTs,  6th  of  Jul]r# 
^^  Intbemirnifig^ 

^*  MY  DBAR  IROTHBK, 

<<  As,  fince  the  night  of  the  30tbof  June,  I  hate  recct^ 
^  ved  no  intelligence  from  you,  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  dif« 
^*  iicult  to  preferve  a  communication  with  the  town  of  Lout* 
^*  meritsy  unlefs  garrifons  were  placed  in  Aufcfae  ao<l* 
**  Druhm  ',  but  tbofe  places  not  being  tenable,  fhould  the 
**  enemy  attack  them  in  force,  I  would  not  adviie  it. 
'  <^  You  wiih  us  to  make  every  effbit  to  maintain  ourfelves ' 
^<  in  Bohemia  till  the  14th  of  Auguft ;  the  want-of  provifionv 
^  and  of  forage  wiU  sender  thit  very  dificuit  to  execute*  Alt 
*«thatl  think  praAicable,  is  to  wait  your  orders  before  I 
^^  make  the  leaft  movement ;  and  if^  from  circumftances,  it 
<<  becomes  nccciTary  to  take  a  fudden  decifion,  you  may  be 
^  fure  that  I  fliall  confult  the  moft  experienced  generals, 
<^  and  thofe  who  know  the  country  beft.  Neither  Ihall  any 
<^  meafure  be  refolved  upon  too  rafhly.  I  have  received  a 
'<  note  from  general  Brandeis,  who  arrived  at  Zitfau  on  the 
**  2d,  andy  in  anfwer^  I  have  ordered  him  to  begin  his  march 
'*  with  700  waggons  and  the  rnoney.  As  he  muff  pafs  near 
**  Gabel,  I  detached  major  Billerbeck,  with  a  bactatien  of 
**  grenadiers,  to  facilitate  his  paflage.  The  major  has  juft 
*>  informed  me  chat  the  enemy  have  gotten  the  ftart  of  him» 
**  and  that  he  has  ftopped  with  bis  battalion  at  Leypa.  A 
<<  man,  who  is  come  as  deputy  from  Reicbftadtyto  apologise 
^'  to  the  commifiaries  for  the  deficiency  of  that  town,  with 
«<  refpedk  to  the  fupplies  impofed  on  them,  as  the  Auftrians 
«  occupy  all  the  roads,  tells  me,  that  he  had  feen  their  dra- 
««  goons  and  cuiraiEers,  and  had  heard  it  faid  that  Nadafti's 
^^  corps  had  pafled  the  Ifer  at  Munchengrseta,  to  march  to 

*«  Zittau, 
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^*  Zitt3a»  tnd  chat  their  Tan-goard  were  dicad^  in  the  neigh* 
<*  bourhood  of  Nimes.  This  newsbas  giiren  us  no  foaall  unea- 
^<  finefs  for  the  progrefs  of  general  Brandeis.  To  afcertain 
'<  the  fait,  we  (hall  this  day  fend  out  two  ftrong  patroles,  the 
^  One  tow^irds  Qabd,  the  other  towards  Nimes,  to  recon- 
*^  noitre  the  enemy's  ftrength  ;  and,  as  we  cannot  difpenfc 
f*  with  the  communication  wittk  Zittau,  the  ftrength  of  the 
'^  detachment  to  tg^e  pofieffion  of  Gabel  fball  be  propor- 
^<  tioned  to  the  report  communicated  by  the  patroles.  Ge- 
'^  neral  Brandeis  is  informed  of  every  particular,  and  has  in* 
^(  ftru^lions  not  to  march  until  he  is  ordered.  The  regi- 
^*  ment  of  Brand  entered  Leypa  to-day*  where  the  bake- 
^«  houfes  will  be  eftgbliflied. 

**  General  Goltz  has  written  to  general  Retzau  concern- 
^<  ing  peace ;  he  demands  a  frefh  convoy  of  flour.  Our 
^<  infanuy  are  21,135  men  ftrong,  and  the  cavalry  6037,  '^* 
f^  eluding  the  huflars.     I  am,  ice" 

IftUerfr^mthe  Prince  ofPruffia  to  the  King. 

**  Camp  at  NeufchJols,  6  July. 
**  In  the  afttrnoon^ 
^<  My  PEAR  BRPTHER, 

*<  We  have  the  following  intelligence  from  three  difFe- 
**  rent  fpies  fent  by  general  Werner  to  watch  the  motions  of 
•'  the  enenjy.  Nadafti's  corps  are  to  march  in  three  columns  : 
^<  the  firft,  cpmpofed  of  huflars,  Pandours,  regular  cavalry, 
**  and  infantry,  arrived  yefterday  at  Nimcs.  Their  objeft 
^<  is  to  cut  ofFour  communication  with  2/ittau.  The  fecond 
^'  column  is  at  Hirfchberg,  and  conPifts  of  three  regiments 
*«  of  Saxon  cavalry,  four  reginjents  of  huflars,  and  one  thou- 
<*  fand  Pandours.  'The  remainder  of  the  corps  is  at  prefent 
<«  between  D^uba  and  Perftein.  Daun's  army  were  to  pafs 
•^  the  Ifcr  the  day  before  yefterday,  near  Benatek,  and  make 
«*  a  forward  march  this  day.  They  fay,  publicly,  in  the 
S^  enemy's  army,  that  they  intend  cutting  us  ofF  from  Zit« 

ff  h  4  tau 
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<«  tau  and  our  magazines.    All  tbefe  advices,  .conStrntd^  bf ' 
«<  our  patroles,  have  induced  me  to  follow  general  Winters  ' 
**  feldt's  counfel,  and  fix  our  camp  at  Leypa,  where  general 
^<  Erandeis,  palling  by  Georgenthal,  will  be  able  to  join  uf. 
*'  After  this  jundion,  we  (hail  have  it  in  our  power  to  make 
''*  a  conftderable  detachment  towards  Gabe],  and  the  com- 
^'  munication  with  Leutmecitz  will  not  be  more  difficult  ' 
<  ^  from  that  camp  than  from  hence.     My  principal  induce* 
*«  raent  for  this  march  was  the  communication  with  Zittau, 
<^  and  ihe  jun^ion  with  general  Brandeis,  with  the  provifiQns  ' 
«*  and  military  cheft,  both  of  which  are  in  danger  of  beiflg 
**  loft,  if  not  efficacioufly  covered. 

*^  General  Winterfeldt  will  march  to-morrow  to  Georgen* 
<^  thai,  with  five  battalions  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons  and 
><  huflars,  to  clear  the  way  to  Zittau.  I  have  not  yet  r^ 
«^  ceived  the  report  of  major  Belling,  who  is  patrolling  to* 
**  wards  GabeU     I  am,  SccJ' 

The  Kings  Anfwer  to  the  preceding  Letter. 

**  Leutmeritz,  7  July. 

'^  MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

*'  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  6ih,  on  the  fame 
*^  fubjed.  For  this  once»  1  approve  the  march  you  have 
^^  made  with  the  army ;  but  hope  that  henceforward  you 
<«  will  not  recede,  left  you  (liouldfindyourfelf  in  the  middle 
^*  of  Saxony  without  dreanung  of  it.  It  feems  to  me  as  if 
*^  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs  was  ftrong  enough,  and  that  yov 
*^  had  only  to  detach  two  confiderable  corps  to  meet  general 
<*  Brandeis  and  facilitate  his  paflage.  At  prcfent  I  baverea* 
^^  fon  to  fear  he  will  be  attacked  before  you  can  join  him,  a9 
^^  the  huflars  inform  me  they  heard  a  firing  in  the  environi 
**  of  Gabel,  which  can  be  nothing  elfe.  The  body  of  huf- 
^^  fars  detached  againft  you  cannot  he  fo  large  as  it  is  repr^ 
♦'  fipnced,  as  the  enemy  have  made  a  detachment  of  two  regi- 
*^  ments  from  them  to  fend  to  Nuremberg,    One  regiment 
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ff*  js  en^atppcd  io  tbU  neighbourhood)  and  three  battalions 
f*  arp  ftil(  with  the  aroiy.  When  you  ihall  have  the  flour 
.M  audi  money,  I  pray  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  make  no 
}*  itH>re  backward  marches  i  and  I,  now,  forewarn  you  that 
**  there  u  no  fbr^  io  Saxony  :  by  retreating,  therefore,  you 
*^  will  be  io .  ws^ot  of  every  thing,  and  confequently  all  will 
;?*bc  loft.  We  have  thift  evening  received,  by  a  trumpet, 
<*  letters  from  marfl&al  Daun  ^  they  come  from  Kofmono9. 
/<  I  hope  you  will  have  gotten  that  which  I  fent  you  this 
f  f  mpfning  by  f  n  buifar.    I  am,  fi^J' 

Letter  from  the  Prince  ofPruJpa  ta  the  King. 
M  Camp  at  Leypa,  in  the  night  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  July. 

<^  MY  DEAR  9R0THEg, 

€1  \y'e  have  this  day  entered  the  camp  of  Leypa,  which  is 

5<  very  ilrpng,  and  will  fecure  us  the  march  of  general  Bran<» 

5«  deis.     We  arc  at  prefcnt  poftcd  at  three  miles  from  Tef- 

^«  chen  :  I  fhall  have  the  roads  to  Leutmeritz  and  Budiffin 

^*  [or  Bautzen}  reconnoitred  as  foon  as  poffible.  I  have  this 

^*  day  received  news  from  majors  de  Belling  and  Billerbeck* 

*«  They  have  arrived  fafe  at  Gabel,  and  put  a  garrifon  into 

?<  that  town.     They  faw  no  Pandours  in  their  march ;  z 

^f  part  of  our  troops  engaged  in  a  (kirmifh  with  five  hundred. 

^  huflars,  in  which  yre  loft  only  one  horfe. 

<<  General  Wioterfeldt  fbould  reach  Georgenthal  this 
^^  evening :  he  has  informed  me,  that  he  hopes  the  road  t6 
^«  Zittau  will  be  fecured  tp-iporrow,  and  that  he  had  direded 
^^  general  Brandeis  to  begin  bis  march.  At  this  moment 
«*  one  of  our  trumpets  is  returned.  He  has  been  as  far  as  the 
^<  village  of  Walker,  near  tfirfchberg,  where  be  found  « 
«<  major  with  a  detachment  of  O'Donnel's  regimeiA  He  faw 
U  huflars  in  all  the  villages  he  pailed  through,  but  no  Pan* 
^  dpurs.  He  has  brought  no  letters,  as  he  fays  they  will  be 
V  (ent  to-noorrow  by  an  enemy^s  trumpet*  It  is  difficult  t<» 
;f  divine  the  eniemy*«  defigns,  wbofe  numerous  light  troops 

*^  hinder 


M^lliceltacrfMiMeilfginee,  HwiiAanBjr 
•*  CUV  0aur  BaairiM  ifditt  fMMait  fMbiM«)»«ai 

f  towM»  Wiiiftiiaw,  Mtt  *«»Tift  Wi  »r€de  af 
P  TUt  pNjcft  wM  te  fiKMi  «MKtn(«riit^«lr  I 

«•  amy.   Ch»iuf<m  gwpuft  jaBJiiiwitfimiti 
<(  AatI  MMw  afprilMi<  jft  %«MnMai«^iian|l 
Mmoeflary  to  march,  *i'aiii»  t>  ftwj  <te  Nttlp 
<*  forei  at  I  ba^  facb  JB  abvn^ace  of  U.    {.h^V 

f*  CTaiwiiitd  ojr  a  tbu^cBOttf  lo  lia  asyicK^or  atcry  i 
••  pbjhiaoi  y  yat^ag  iwfrjpiyto  iHbat  i»iMUI 
•<  repaieBta.    The  action  ||Hfneil«ef«Mn4 

^  V'tfw^HtMM  ^«Mn|(  Will'  ifBate  OM  fpflU'^ 

M  SdmcidoifBy  I  #nmA1  <eccfc»yiwi»vwtl  fof»i«Miifi 
^«  in  my  prefent  conditifm,  {  ebaW  be  able  to  prevnt  Aerii^ 
<«  as  700  order  me.  I  difpatched  an  he&r  yefteiday,  diSgJ^ 
««  fed)  with  a  letter  i  I  do  not  know  wbetlier  be  will  mmi 
«« I  have  taken  three  copies  of  tbe  preTent,  which  t  Tend  700 
«^  by  -three  ditferent  mcflengers.  I  wrote  to-day  tochi?  tm* 
*^  mandant  of  Tefchen,  to  inform  me  honf  mattens  proceed 
^  in  that  quarter.  I  efteem  iiiyfelf  happy  to  coiifofin  my- 
*'  felf .  in  ev«ry  thing  to  youir  inftritdions.  Yon  may  be 
k^aflured  that  my 'wiflies  wiM  be  accottiplilbed  when  t  ftall 
-M  become  able  to  con? tnee  you  of  my  ffteem,  and  of  the  re^ 
^^  fpea  with  which  I  ftall  continue  all  my  lifc»'&C9  fcc"    ' 

Mufitr/hm  tbi  King  t$  ihi  Primi-9f  Prugta* 

•*  Leutmeritz,  7th  of  Jfrfy, 

*•  Ur  DEAlt'altOTRBIt. 

^  •*  I  bave"  certain  intelligence  ibat  <he  whole  army  of  Hie 
<*  empire  aflombled  at  Furth  is  DRly  t8,oco  men  iJrong. 
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%at  48  tooJiuIe  io  nuke  «  diverfion.  I  fufpeft  that  th^ 
Mflhrtans  have  a  ddire  to  enter  by  Laadfhout  into  Sildfia. 
tolierai  Kreut^  wrkes  «ie  woid  that  a  body  of  3000  meq 
are  aiade*  their  appeamnce  in  that  quarter,  but  retircxl. 
i%m  covers  the  movements  of  his  army  kj  bis  lig^t 
'0(l|>Sy  yet  Heaven  knows  'vv^iat  be  is  doing* 
(  ^eep  up  a  cenftant  coriefpondence  with  captain  and ' 
iee-coixmiandant  1>X>  at  Glat:^,  and  ¥ritb  general  KreutZt 
lit  you  may  be  aUe  'to  receive  intdh'gence  of  what  the 
rieray  is  undertaking  in  -thd^s  ^uaifers,  and  prepare  the 
ifpofition  of  year  march  without  delky,  in  cafe  it  fliOuld 
neome  neceflary.  (Qefieral  Winterfetdt,  and  Embers, 
ke  major  of  engineers,  know  the  countiy  and  camps  you 
rill  have  to  take*  If  this  province  becomes  the  theatre 
f  war,  and  you  can  get  before  the  enemy  t^  Landfliout, 
ftu  will  find  in  the  mountains  advantageous  camps  wiiich 
^er  SileTia.  The  firft  point  you  have  to  obferve  i^,  that, 
'  you  are  obliged  to  retire  by  Lufatia,  you  wtii  be  com* 
Billed,  ihoukl  Nadafti  follow  you  with  his  cavalry,  to  op* 
ofe  to  him  a  corps  which  you  will  leave  at  Zittau  to 
rewnt  incurfions.  1  will  tlien  relieve  thofe  troops,  and 
ive  you,  belides,  a  reinforcement  of  as  many  as  I  can 

Jhfwtr  o/tbi  PritHi  §f  Prtfffia  U  ibis  LftUr. 

^*  Camp  of  Leypa,  8th  of  July* 

««  MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

'  The  buflar  has  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  yth.  The 
orrefpondence  I  am  -to  keep  up  with  the  govermH^  of  the 
lilcfian  fortrefles  wfH  be  dificult,  all  commonication  being 
sfeerhipted  by  the  enemy's  light  troops ;  however,  skiing 
hall  be  wanting  on  my  part.  I  earneftly  entreat  you  to 
JTC  me  pofitive  orders  refpeSing  what  you  would  wiih 
ne  to  do.  Am  I  to  cover  Stlefia,  or  remain  in  Bohemia, 
o  cover  the  town  of  Zittau,  as  long  as  I  have  forage  ?   If 

you 
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V  you  drrad  an  irruption  into  Silefia,  and  intend  that  I  i 
**  go  thcitf  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impo 
^^  to  take  any  other  rout  than  by  Zittau,  on  account  i 
**  quantity  of  baggage  to  be  advanced  and  loaded  wil 
^<  ceflaries.  Fifteen  battaliona  at  leaft,  fuch  as  the] 
^<  are,  will  be  neceflary  to  cover  Zittau,  if  I  march  in 
«f  lefia ;  for  Nadafti's  corps  is  eftifiuued  at  zo,ooo  mec 

**  General  Brandeis  has  written  to  me  from  Qabel,  i 
*«  be  arrived  the  7th  with  the  firft  waggons.  I  have  det 
**  general  Crocse  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and 
<<  hirl&rs  and  dragpons,  to  facilitate  his  march.  Wc 
*.^  no  news  whatever  of  Daun's  army.  Our  whole  ca 
<^  furrounded  by  flying  troopn  of  the  enemy'is  buflars 
<^  they  dare  not  leave  the  woods.  A  m^n  from  Goerlii 
^*  ports  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  encamped  there  yeA 
^^  at  noon,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  hear  more  of  them*  ] 
^^  not  received  any  account  to-day  of  general  WioM 
^  His  intention  was  to  reach  Georgenthal  this  d^y|  I 
^'  gine  he  is  there,  but  that  bit  report  is  intercepted. 
*^  neral  Gohz  aflures  me  that  we  cannot  march  befor 
*'  14th,  as  the  flour  will  only  arrive  to-morrow,  and  w( 
^*  have  bread  for  fix  days.  General  Wintcrfcldt  is  jii 
^^  turned  ;  he  has  left  two  battalions  at  Reichftadt,  anc 
^^  faw  400  Pandours  and  a  few  huflars,  who  immediate! 
*'  tired.  The  road  to  Zittau  is  at  prefent  fecured  b 
*^  garrifon  of  Reichftadt,  and  I  knagine  that  general  Bra 
«'  will  arrive  at  the  camp  to-morrow. 

^^  General  Goicz  tells  me,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neccfls 
*'  fend  back  the  waggons  from  Silefia  which  brough 
**  flour,  without  which  the  confumption  of  bread  and  £ 
<*  wo4d  be  too  great.  I  have  followed  his  advice,  and  ( 
'^  the  neceflary  orders. 

*^  General  Wintcrfcldt  informs  me,  that  the  enemy  li 
*^  of  were  only  600  horfe  marching  towards  SileCa :  fact 
•6  to  be  better  informed  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  astlu 


irboin  be  his  employed  is  very  circumfped  and  artfuF. 
tarn,  ftc." 

■  ^tbi  PrittCi  ^^Prujfia  U  the  King^sfirft  Letter  9f  the 
^the/July. 

*•  Camp  of  Lfjrpa,  toth  of  July. 

<»  MT  DBAR  ISftOTHXR, 

^The  huflar  I  difpatched  yefterriay  to  Leutmeritz  "with 
%j  Teoond  letter,  not  having  been  able  to  pafs,  is,  fortu- 
itelj,  returned  this  mornings  I  hope  that  this  will  bfc 
ore  lucky,  and  I  truft  him  with  theoi  both. 
>  General  Brandeis  arrived  hefe  fafely  yefterday  with  the 
Niour  vraggoDs ;  fo  that  we  have  flour  for  ten  days,  and 
*'«ioney  to  pay  tbefoldiers  for  two  months.  He  has  brought 
^Mie  augmentation.  The  infiintry  have  loft  2x3  men  by 
Ndefertion.  The  pofts  of  Reichlhidt  and  Gabel  being  oc- 
^eupied,  the  convoy  paiTed  with  fafety.  Some  huflars  and 
%  Fahdours  fhewed  themfelves  on  the  rear,  but  a  cannon  (hot 
^  was  fuffictent  to  difperfe  them.  An  Auftrian  trumpet  ar- 
'^rived  yefierday  with  a  letter  from  general  Moroez,  whofe 
to  quarters  are  at  Nimes ;  bis  corps  is  about  5  or  6000  ftrong, 
^  and  compofed  of  huflars  and  Pandours. 

**  To*m6rrow  I  (hall  fend  back  empty  the  waggons 
^  brought  by  general  Brandeis ;  they  (hall  be  efcorted  hf 
■*  two  battalions,  who  are  to  remain  at  Zittau  to  be  always 
■*  ready  for  the  fame  fervice  when  we  (hall  get  flour  frood 
•*  that  quarter. 

^  •«  I  fend  you  the  report  of  a  deferter  mid  of  another  man. 
N  Though  I  lay  little  ftrefs  on  fuch  accounts,  I  do  not  fail 
^  to  communicate  them  to  you.  I  (hall  not  quit  this  camp 
^  without  orders,  or  fome  very  fufficient  reafon.  f  never 
**  imagined,  that,  in  pa(fing  with  the  army  by- Zittau  into  Lu- 
^  latia,  I  (hould  ftop  there  any  time,  but  I  thought  that  I 
'**  fliould  pafs  by  Lufatia  into,  Sile(ia,  to  cover  the  frontiers 
^^of  that  province.    Ignorant  of  all  your  projedls,  I  think 

^•Idid 
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!•»  I  did  wdl  in  hamiig  ihe  roKii  moonoitred^  and  ia 
'*  garrifons  into  fuch  placet  as  cover  the  road. 
«*  Noble,  Tupportcd  by  a  bandied  hufiars,  is  |^ing  tol 
*^  a  body  of  P^udours  tonight.  He  is  gohe  Ck>  i 
*^  the  roads  in  the  wood,  and  thinks  he  can  cut  Am  d 
^  An  Auftriaa  trumpet  ia  juft  arriTed  with  a  letter  I 
«<  marlhal  Daun,  dated  from  Mnnchcngrstv,  the  jth. 
'«  has  fcnt  bnck  with  him  a  fcrvant  who  had  robbed  biiM 
««  captain  Boa  d'ltienpUts  i  I  have  examined  hioiy  tail 
at  jou  hit  report.    I  am^  &&** 

LiUirfrmtbi  Prinu  rf  Pru0a  U  the  Ziag. 
^^CampatLejrpa,  iitbofji 

<*  MT  BEAE  MtOTREn^ 

^  We  have  this  day  feot  oflF  kn  AufirisB  trampel 
««  Leutmerits^  with  letters  for  general  Retzow,  and,  fii 
<*  (afecy»  have  given  him  one  of  ours,  as  »  companion, 
«'  carries  letters.  We  hoped  that  the  enemy's  advanced 
'<  would  let  him  paCi ;  the  ftroke  has  fuccecded,  and 
'*  trumpet  is  joft  returned  with  the  anfwer.  I  moft  bu 
«>  beg  you  to  honour  me  with  your  orders  for  the  folio 
*'  incidents. 

^^  All  accounts  agree  that  the  grand  combined  army 
«<  pafled  the  Ifer  near  Muocbengrsetz,  and  are  going  t 
**  camp  at  Nimes,  where  general  Moroez  now  is. 
*<  movement  approximates  them  to  the  high  road  of  2i 
«*  by  Gabel  and  Reichftadt.  Should  the  enemy  eftabU 
*^  camp  there,  he  may  arrive  at  Zittau  at  the  fame  time 
«^  us  ;  and,  fhould  we  wifli  to  march  there,  the  fhortcft 
^*  we  (hall  have  to  take,  which  is  tolerably  pradicable, 
*^  be  that  of  Georgenthal,  if  we  would  not  expofe  our  i 
**  to  the  enemy. 

«*  I  fend  you  annexed  the  report  of  an  Auftrian  def( 
^'  and  a  woman,  as  well  as  naqor  Belling  at  G 

«<  General  Winterieldt  ha0^  ndthe  Auftrian  t: 
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^'pet  %rbo  arrived  here  ycfterday,  and  aU  he  could  leani  from 
^  him  was  that  genrral  Keit  was  detached  with  15,000  men, 
^  1  once  more  beg  of  you,  aa  a  favour,  to  give  me  pofitive 
>  orders  refpefiing  what  I  am  to  do.  Befidea  this,  I  miift^ 
again  inform  you,  that  we  have  bread  only  for  ten  daysy 
tff  and  that  the  tranfp6rt  otf  flour»  brought  by  gelieral  Brandeis 
p  from  Zittau,  ia  only  fufficient  for  three  weeks. 
L  j*^.  I  ihall  have  a  camp  rcconiioitred  which  I  am  advifed  to 
WF  occupy,  iA  cafe  Diun  ihould  eftablifk  his  at  Nimef.  By 
r*  this,  our  right  wing  would  extend  to  Brins ;  we  ihould 
j^  have  Wahen  in  front ;  our  left  wing  would  ftretch  to- 
'^  wards  Gabel,  and  the  Zittau  road  would  be  covered  by 
i<  fnch  a  pofition. 

\  «<  We  are  chiefly  deficient  10  fleih  meat ;  all  the  regiments 
I*  are  not  fupplied  with  oxen,  and  the  inhabitanu  of  the 
p  country  cannot  furotib  enough  of  them,  on  account  of 
r  the  huflars  and  Pandours.  Le  Noble  has  burnt  fome  of 
f*  the  Pandours  huts,  and  brought  off  their  cloaks.  1 
•*  aiin,  &c." 

Litter  from  the  King  to  the  Prince  ofPruJfta. 

**  Leutmeritz,  8th  of  July, 
,  *<  I  beg  you  to  keep  well  upon  your  guard^  and  not  divulge 
**  what  1  am  now  about  to  write  you  ^  it  is  of  the  laft  im* 
^  portaace.  You -have  no  reafon  to  entertain  the  leaft  ap- 
'*  Krehenfion  for  Scbweidnitz;  thatj>lace  is  provided  with 
^  every  thing,  and  will  not  eafily  be  taken,  wilefs  by  a  formal 
*«  liege. 

<^  Your  firft  ftep  muft  be  to  join  general  frandeis. with  the 
^^  military  cheft,and  700  waggons  of  flour  and  aHgrnentationt 
^  and  to  fend  back  the  empty  waggons^ 

[Tbifrtfi£h  rdmive  t§  etu  effenfioi^  and  antibir  Aft9ifive 
army^  in  S^xmiyj  mte  hift  mmtuJL'\ 

'* « k  •  • *'  You  wilt  porfue  the  fame  pTan  m  Lirfaria  ; 

'*  but,  as  we  cannot  aft  oSenfively  on  both  fides,  you  wifl 

*«  think 
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^  tUsk  of  Sbrtifyiag  yoiir  camps  as  long  as  wif  czpiBdicioBS 
'<  taft.  I  wiU  then  iieni  yen  fuccours^  or  I  w31  go  and  foN 
^  loir  fiaular  aKafofcSy  and  a<^  offisafif^f  in  concert  widi 
^  foa.  la  Ibis  cafe,  I  fincerclj  cooafitf  jfou  to  attack  widi 
^^onewiog. 

^  ThofOBgUy  so  teach  ftmi  ofircrs  ibcfe  OBosovrc^^  yoa 
**  maft  oiakc  hafle  to  iooorpofase  the  Ittttalioiis  of  Kahlen*' 
^  berg  aod  Baer  ioto  tke  weak  ixtttalioos.    The  regiiiients 
^  of  BAaoftria  aod  Wiederfbdm  flmft  be  imitcd  with  thofe 
^  of  Bereni,  prince  ifenry,  Mnndiow,  Sdiolts*  and  WinL 
^  The  geoerab  maj  feicft  the  heft  officers  to  complete  them.' 
^  The  other  officers,  general  Wiederfheim,  aod  thofe  who 
**  lole  their  companies,  (hall  be  paid  out  of  my  private  trti*' 
^  forj.   JFurniflied  with  all  chcfe  fuccours,  you  may  reton 
'*  to  the  camp  at  Neufchlofs.    This  forward  movement  will 
<*  have  no  bad  confequence.    I  am,  &€•'* 

Anjwir  9/ the  Frma  rfPrnffia  U  ibipnttSMg  Litter. 

^^  Camp  at  Lcypa,  12  July. 

*<  MY  DEAR  BROTHta, 

«<  I  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  ycfterday  evening. 
«*  You  may  be  aflurcd  that  I  will  not  abufe  the  confidence 
<«  you  put  in  me,  and  that  I  will  obferve  inviolable  fecrecy 
<^  refpeding  the  contents  of  your  laft. 

•*  You  wifli  me  to  tell  you  fincerely,  and  without  difguifc, 
**  my  opinion  of  the  prefent  ftatc  of  affairs.  You  will  al- 
«*  ready  have  learnt,  doubtlefs,  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  general 
*<  Brandcis,  and  that  he  has  left  near  a  month's  flour  at 
<^  Zittau.  The  roads  to  Zittau  are  almoft  impra£licable. 
««  To  obtain  bread  for  10  days,  550  waggons  muft  be  fcnt 
*'  for  the  flour,  with  an  efcort  proportioned  to  the  force  of 
**  the  enemy.  From  the  camp  wc  now  occupy,  and  pof- 
<'  feffing  Gabel  and  Reichftadt,  the  convoy  may  go  and  re* 
*'  turn  in  fafety,  as  we  are  in  a  condition  toXuftain  thofe  of 
«*  the  pofts.    Should  an  enemy's  corps  encamp  at  Nimcs, 


I 


^  tre  cUn  encamp  a  few  battalions  at  Gabel ;  and,  in  cafe  it 
*^  becomes  ncccflary  for  me  to  pitch  a  camp  towards  the  low 
<'  grounds,  t  undertake  to  pfomife  that  the  enemy  fliall  not 
•*  prevent  me.  But,  I  cannot  engage  that  the  roads  from 
•*  Zittau  would  theii  Remain  open  ;  and,  fuppofing  the  ene- 
*i^  my  to  take  Oiily  a  fifigle  transport  of  flOur,  We  fliall  want 
**  bread,  which  may  have  bad  confequences. 

•*  According  to  advices  wie  have  of  the  enemy,  they  are 
<*  encamped  betweeti  Liebenau  and  S'^igan.  Nadafti's  corpp 
**  is  advanced  in  front  of  this  camp,  and  the  Corps  under 
«•  Moroez,  near  Nimes,  pujfhes  forward  the  advanced  giiard 
•«  of  NadaAi.  It  feeftis  to  mt  th^t  the  greateft  hafm  the  ene- 
^  my  can  do  us  is  to  take  our  miiga£ine.  That  of  Silefia  i's 
•*  covered  by  the  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz ;  Zittau,  thdn,  fe- 
**  mains  for  them  to  call  their  eyes  upon^  If  I  keep  firm 
*<  with  the  army  as  I  am,  they  will  not  venture  to  undertake 
<<  any  enterprize,  as  I  (hall  be  able  to  reach  Zittau  with 
<<  them,  or  perhaps  even  get  there  before  them.  But^  if  I 
**  make  a  forward  march,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to 
«*  advance  a  large  body,  and"  cover  the  former  with  theii^ 
•*  army. ' 
«'  The  want  of  foi-age  Will  oblige  me  to  quit  the  camp  iil 
.  **  eight  days.  I  leave  you,  therefore,  to  deliberate  whether 
^<  I  muft  advance  or  take  a  camp,  fearing,  as  I  do,  to  lofe 
•*  the  communication  with  Zittau,  or  whether  you  Wifti  me 
*«  to  return  to  that  of  Gabel,  which  is  at  no  great  diftance^ 
««  and  by  which  I  can  ftill  cover  Zittau. 

*«  The  enemy's  light  troops  but  rarely  fliew  themfelves^ 
••  the  greateft  toifchlef  they  do  us  is  by  interdeptjng  our  con- 
««  voys.  Moft  of  the  regiments  want  oxen.  General Golt« 
««  does  every  thing  in  his  power  to  procure  them  by  contri* 
•<  butions,  but  thefe  are  little  refpeSed. 

*<  The  incorporation  of  the  regiments,  poffibly,  would  be 

«  better  executed  when  in  garrifon  ;   for,  fliould  it  take 

^««  place  in  the  field,  it  is  to  be  fcated  that  many  of  thf 

^     Vol.  I.  .li  ••foldicn 
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<«  foMien  would  derert  before  thej  bccsnuc  ImoWP  tg  tbdfi. 
•*  officers. 

«« I  wait  your  orders  on  lbi$  beadi  :|iul  jQbaU  pUcfViv  thfifn. 
•*  in  every  thing, 

'*  I  have  feen  the  augmentation  of  th<;  rpgioieqts.  The  Vm* 
^^  are  fit  for  fervice,  and  tolerably  well  exerci&d*  Tl)e  b9r&< 
'*  in  general  are  young ;  thofe  of  the  regiipe^itf  pf  ]^ifw  ^ 
**  Schechow  are  in  excelle^it  condition*  The  r^gtip^t  of 
<<  Wurtemberg  is  greatly  deficient,  and  by  aa  me^s  ia 
<<  proper  order.  Major  Dalwitz  is  wounded  and  f^iftnt»  f«.  ^ 
*'  that  his  regiment  has  neither  ^olppel  nor  comimndip^ 
«<  officer,  which  is  the  reaign  of  their  perforimng  tuck 
<<  cbarnttng  fervioe  at  the  commencement  o^  tbe  ca^npsMgVi 
*«Iam,&o,'* 

7bi  Kinf^s  Anfwer. 

^<  I^eutmeritf 9  H}^V 

^<  MY  DEAR  HKOTH£]i» 

<(  I  have  received  your  letter  gf  the  lath.  If  you  retreat  oqqi 
!<  more,  in  a  month's  time  you  will  have  your  back  againft 
^'  Berlin.  Tbe  enemy  does  nothing  but  follow  you.  If  jtoit 
^*  continue  to  retire,  you  will  be  in  wai|t  of  forage  vA 

f  Mhe ^  •  •  will  always  take  you  in  flank,  01^  wbatev^ 

^  fide  you  turn  yourfclf.  Nadafti  encan^ps  2X  Gaiftorf,  aq4 
<<  Daun  at  Nimes ;  we  heard  him  beat  his  retfeat.  I  feo-yoa 
*  *  fyfFer  yourfelf  to  be  led  away  by  intelligence  whicjb  '^ 
**  greatly  magnified.  You  have  provifion  waggojps  which 
«*  may  bring  you  as  much  flour  as  you  want.  I  find  it  more 
«'  proper  and  more  neceflary  to  detach  a  body  of  5  or  ^qqq 
*<  men  to  Schweidnitz,  to  cover  the  frontiers  againft  tbP  ip* 
«« roads  of  Keit^  I  (hall  regulate  myfelf  in  this  matter  fro9 
**  the  advices  I  receive  from  you, 

*^  The  incorporation  of  tbe  Saxon  regiments  muft  t^e 
^  place  at  the  fame  time.  M^JQr  Dalwitz  is  Gcjc  fit  JPre(^ 
^*  den.    I  will  get  him  to  return  to  his  regiment.    W 

«« general 
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^  geneml  Pud^tmmer  nmft  pay  m  much  attention  to  this 
^*  regiment  as  to  bis  own. 

«•  The  enemy  we  have  in  thefr  parts  confift  cn\y  in  two 
**  regtniefits  of  hu&rs,  two  of  cuiraffiers,  and  four  of  Saxod/ 
^  diragoonS)  fix  battalions  of  Hungarian  infantry,  and  about 
<«  3000  Pandours.  Laudohn  is  at  Bafcapel,  with  2500  huf^ 
^  fare  and  Pandours ;  and  7  or  800  men  are  fomeeimes  at 
'<  Kraupen,  Zinwald,  and  Auffig,  fometimes  at  Marien'^ 
'^  fehein  and  Schoenberg.  DeduA  all  thefe  from  the  corps 
**  whibh  are  faid  to  be  againft  you,  and  you  will  fee  thai 
**  reports  have  fwelled  the  number  of  the  troops  by  whidb 
•*  you  arc  furrounded.'  I  am,  &c.^ 

letter  from  ibi  King  U  th§  Prinu  afPruffia. 

**  Leutmeritz,  10  July. 

*«  MY  DEAR  BROT»Elt 

^<  Since  yefterday  evening,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  have 
*«  appeared  before  us,  and  are  encamped  between  Wegfladt 
'*  and  Sahurzan.  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  it  be  the  whole 
-<*  army  or  not.  They  have  i^tacbed  a  numerous  corps  to* 
*«  wards  Aufche,  which  ftems  to  confift  of  about  4000  men. 
•<  Tefchen  is  their  objeft,  as  far  as  I  can  judge.  Vou  arc 
'<  within  reach  of  it,  and  can  detach  a  corps  by  their  rear^ 
<«  which  I  am  unaUe  to  do  from  hence.  It  will  be  proper, 
<^  therefore,  to  march  a  body  of  about  7  or  8000  meji  im» 
^<  mediately,  to  fruftratc  the  enterftrizes  of  the  (uiemy.  I 
<<  am,  &c*' 

Anfwcr  tfthi  Prince  ^  Pfuffia  to  tUt  Letfsr. 
f  ^*  Camp  at  Leypa,  13  July, 

*^  MY  DEAR  9R0THBR^,  ' 

^<  The  light-horfeman  arrived  fafe  here  this  night  with 
«♦  your  letter  of  the  loth.  General  Winterfeldt  will  march 
**  with  feven  battalions  of  dragoons  and  ten  fquadrons  of 

I  i  2  <«  huflars. 
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*<  huflarS)  as  foon  as  the  bread  is  baked.  We  hear  that  the 
<*  roads  toBudiffinare  very  bad,. and.tbat  the  cannon  will 
«<  not  be  able  to  pafs.  General  Winterfeldt  will  march, 
*^  therefore,  to  Kamnitz,  and  hopes  .to  get  the  fiart  of  the 
«  corps,  which,  from  the  report  of  his  fpies,  intend  attack* 
**  ing  Tefchcn  and  Pirna. 

*<  I  have  jufl:  received  a  letter  from  general  Kreuitz,  and 
**  another  from  the  minifter  Schlabrendorf,  informing  me 
<<  that  the  enemy  have  taken  Landfhout.  General  Kreuts 
**  tells  me  that  he  retreated  with  the  battalion  tO;  Schweidr 
<<  nitao.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  enemy's  forces.  The 
<^  general  refers  to  a  letter  he  wrote,  and  which  I  have  not  re* 
*•  ceivcd.  To-morrow,  the  waggons,  efcorted  by  twobatta- 
^«  lions  of  the  regiment  of  Zittau,will  go  in  fearch  of  flour  for 
<*  nine  days.  Should  .you  order  me  to  march,  it  will  be  necef- 
**  fary  to  give  me  36  hours  notice,  that  I  may  fend  the  wag- 
*<  gons  on  before.  I  have  at  prefent  33  battalions,  35  fqua- 
**  drons,  and  15  fquadrons  of  huflars,  Avith  me.  1  have  re- 
*^  ceived  no  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  We  (hall  change  our 
'*  camp  this  afternoon,  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  occafioned 
^^  by  this  detachment,  and  not  to  occupy  too  much  ground* 
**  A  trumpet,  which  at  their  defire  we  fent  to-day  with  the 
««  baggage  of  general  Treflcow,  and  other  officers,  our  pri- 
**  foners,  is  jufl  returned.  His  receipt  was  figned  by  general 
"  Haddick,  and  dated  from  Neufchlofs.     I  am,  &c.'* 

Letter  from  the  King  to  the  Prince  ofPruJia. 

**  Leutmeritz,  23  July, 

"  MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

*•  To  enable  you  to  form  a  judgment  of  what  weJ^th 
*^  of  us  muft  execute,  let  me  begin  wiib  defcribing  to'  you 
*'  our  prefent  fituation. 

"  You  have  marflial  Daun  zgzinit  you ;  Nadafti  is  oppofed 
<*  to  me.    Moroez  may  take  you  in  flanks  Keit,  if  he  il 

**  detached, 
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*<  detached,  will  march  probably  to  Landfhout.  On  the 
**  other  hand,  the  Swedes  are  affembling  an  army  of  17,000 
**  men  near  Stralfund, 

•«  The  French  have  entered  Hefle.  Some  letters  inform 
<«  me  that  8000  men  have  paffed  the  Wefer,  and  are  to  be 
«*  followed  by  8000  more.  Thefe  i6,000  men  will  join,  I 
*'  imagine,  the  troops  of  the  empire,  to  carry  on  their  opera- 
*'  tions  in  the  countries  of  Halberftadt  and  Magdebourg* 

**  None  of  thefe  events,  undoubtedly,  are  favourable  j  but 
'*  you  muft  try  to  execute  my  commands  fuccefsful.ly.  As 
"  for  you,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  you  fliould  cover 
''  Lufatia;  for,  if  you  fail  in  this  particular  point,  a  fwarm 
*'  of  light  troops,  paffing  through  Silefsa,  would  carry  fire 
<*  and  fword  to  the  very  gates  of  Berlin,  as  it  would  not  be 
*'  pradicable  for  me  to  fuccour  it  in  time.  I  do  not  attempt 
'*  to  prefcribe  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  this  projed, 
<^  AU  this,  indeed,  is  difficult;  but  confult  your  moft  intellU 
*'  gent  generals,  and  always  chufe  the  means  bed  adapted  to 
*'  the  circumftances,  I  leave  you  free  both  with  refpeft  to 
*^  the  pofts  you  have  to  take  and  your  marches. 

"  As  for  me,  my  obje£l  is  not  to  leave  the  mountains  of 
'^  Saxony,  to  cover  my  magazines^  to  have  the  free  ufe  of 
•'  the  Elbe,  and  to  oppofe  the  incurfionsof  the  French. 
*«  With  refpea  to  Pomerania,  I  (hall  reinforce  the  garrifon 
'*  of  Stettin  with  5000  men.  You  muft  fend  off,  as  foon  as 
**  poffible,  (he  regiment'of  Bevern  to  Stettin.  I  fend  there, 
**  at  the  fame  time,  that  of  prince  Maurice. 

^<  I  add  to  this  the  news  I  have  juft  received,  that  the 
t<  French  have  taken  Embden,  and  marfhal  Leuwatd  in- 
**  £rifms  me  that  he  every  moment  expeds  to  hear  of  the 
*^  furrender  of  Mcmel,  which  is  befieged  by  the  Ruflians. 
''  Apr^xin^i?  intrenching  himfelf  near  Kauen;  the  fleet 
«'  andgallies  haveadefign  upon  the  coaft.  '' 

«*  How  all  this  makes  you  lofe  courage  !   Now  is  the  time 

to  redouble  our  effort;;..   I  am  of  opinion  that  we  muft 

1 J  3  *'  await 
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•*  awak  our  dcStlnj  ill  a  deciftvt  battk»  whieh  aiuft  be  givail 
««  en  oae  fideor  ihcodier  at  foon  as  pofiUe.  If  thai  docf 
**  not  happen,  both  our  armies  will  be  loft  before  the  end  of 
**  the  campaign.  You  vdll  bare  feeo,  no  doubt,  by  my  htfE 
«^  letter,  in  what  manner  I  would  have  the  regiments  incor* 
*^  porated.  You  hate  the  regimwti  of  Manftein  and  Wk« 
•«  deriheim,  the  battalion  of  grenadiers  of  Kalleobergt  aod 
«« thofe  of  Beer  and  DicMi<kjr«  at  your  dUpofal.  I  allow 
^<  the  colonels  to  chufe  ftoos  among  the  Saxon  regiments 
^  the  bcft  enfigns  and  feijeants  to  incorporate  with  theirs. 

**  Should  maribal  Daun  encamp  with  his  whole  army  op- 
«<  pofite  to  me,  you  may  detach  8  or  xo  battalions  and  huf- 
*<  lars  into  Silefia,  aod  corer  tbofe  nuwntains,  but  efp^cialljr 
*«  the  town  of  Schweidnius.  In  cafe  of  need,  flour  may  be 
^<  fcnt  there  for  a  month,  from  the  magsxine  of  Drefdeo. 
^  You  are  at  prefent  provided  with  it  until  the  lathof 
^<  Auguft,  and  you  may  thus  become  furnilhed  even  till 
**  the  I  sth  of  September. 

*^  Thefe  continusi  retrograde  movements  are  good  for 
**  nothing  in  the  long  run ;  you  will  always  want  forage, 
*^  bread)  and  other  provifions,  and  lofe  as  many  men  by  de- 
«(  fertion  as  by  fighting  the  enemy.  In  conjundurcs  fo  dc« 
**'  rperate  as  ours,  defperate  roeafures  muft  be  adopted/' 

Foftjcript  in  tbg  King^s  own  band. 
<^  You  mud  always  turn  towards  the  grand  army :  if  they 
<*  detach  a  corps  into  Silefia,  do  the  lame ;  and  (hould  they 
«*  march  towards  Silefia,  and  leave  a  corps  in  Lufatia,  follow 
*•  their  example." 

The  affair  of  Gabel  aod  the  difagreeable  ctrcumftances 
which  followed  it^  fo  affefted  the  prince  royal,  that  he  fell 
ill  in  camp,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Leipfic.  From  that 
period  he  took  no  part  in  affairs. 

His  melaaehgly  and  his  diforder  encreaflng  daily,  he  was* 

advifcd 
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advIOd  ta  have  himrdf  cohVejrM  to  fi^Hlii,  in  bbpes  that  h^ 
Alight  recover  his  healthy  on  bUtIg  teftofed  to  his  family. 
The  phyficians  were  deceived,  kn6  he  <;6ntihued  to  avoid  all 
fociety.  In  the  beginnihg  bt  May^  1758,^  he  retired  to 
Orangebourg^  where  he  difcd  th6  i2th  of  June  of  the  fame 
year.  Some  tiine  before  hit  d<<ath)  it  is  faid  that  he  wrote  the 
following  lettet  td  the  kiti|. 

Jietter/r$m  the  Pfinct  tf  Pri^^  ^Vj  ^^  '^^  ^''Hl^  ^^  ^^"^ 

tbtr. 

««  8iRE, 

^<  I  have  but  twenty-four  hours  to  live ;  the  phyficians 
<<  have  juft  announced  it  to  me  :  this  was  not  the  worfi 
^«  news  I  could  receive.  Wearied  of  hoping  and  of  fearing^ 
^  wearied  of  offering  up  vows  which  are  the  fport  of  for- 
^  tune,  1  regard  with  feme  fatisfadion  my  approaching 
**  tranfition  to  a  new  manner  of  exlft^nce.  Its  obfcurity, 
**  which  is  all  we  know  of  it^  iftfpires  me  with  confidence. 
^  In  the  one  fuppofition  I  may  gain,  in  the  other  I  cati  Idfe 
<<  nothing.  Should  the  diflblution  of  this  frame  reftore  me 
!•»  to  the  different  elements,  the  einahation  of  whJch  I  cannot 
<*  miftake  in  my  perfon,  |he  alternative  is  annihilation.  This 
^•*  profped  has  nothing  painful  iri  it  for  a  man  whofe  life  was 
^  filled  with  bitternefs  and  chagrin  :  if,  on  the  contrary, 
•«  that  portion  of  myfelf,  which  I  feel  fuperior  to  my  infir- 
^  miiies,  fiiall  not  fuffer  decoiiij>ofition  ;  if  there  be  in  me  a 
**  foul  which  ihall  furvive  th^  bodjr,  it  will  (rfcferve,  doubt- 
«*  left«  that  fentimeiK  which  waaf  ihe  deareft  to  it,  and  I  fhail 
^  be  hap^y, 

«*  To  think,  and  t6  tov«  t*o*»>  fi'*^?  hatbii  bats  rendered  the 
^  one  as  neceflkry  to  me  asf  (he  Other  was  by  nature.  In  the 
«  ncfW  order  <yf  things  to  iVfiich  ihy  foul  liiuft  pafs,  it  will 
«•  retain  thi^  double  iaivity  as  part  of  its?  effence.  The  hap- 
<*  p'meft  of  your  pieopfe,-  tSc  glory  of  yot^r  reign,  your  af- 
«  fc6li6ft  for  your  familyV  will  conftitute  a  portion  of  that 

I  i  ^  **  felicity. 
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<<  awaut  our  defiitiy  io  a  decifivt  battfet  which  muff  be  giteil 
«<  on  one  fide  or  the  other  at  foon  as  poffible.    If  that  daef 
**  not  happen,  both  our  armies  will  be  loft  before  the  end  of 
^  the  campaign.    You  Will  bate  feen,  no  doubt,  by  my  h& 
<*  letter,  in  what  manner  I  would  have  the  regiments  incor* 
«*  porated.    You  have  the  regiments  of  Manftein  and  Wtt* 
«*  derflieim,  the  battalion  of  grenadiers  of  Kallenberg,  aod 
<<  thofe  of  Beer  and  DteMiacy«  at  your  di(pofal.    I  alW 
«*  the  colonels  to  chufe  from  among  the  Saxon  regiifiems 
«^  the  heft  enfigns  and  feijeants  to  incorporate  with  tbein. 

**  Should  marlhal  Daun  encamp  with  his  whole  army  op- 
«<  police  to  me,  you  may  detach  8  or  10  battalions  and  buf" 
<^  fars  into  Silefia,  and  cover  thofe  motintains,  but  efpdcjslljf 
'*  the  town  of  Schweidnite.  In  cafe  of  need,  flour  My  be 
*<  fent  there  for  a  month,  from  the  magazine  of  Drefdea*  V 
^  You  are  at  prefent  provided  with  it  until  the  12th  of  1 
^«  Augufty  and  you  may  thus  become  furnifhed  even  tiO;  1 
^<  the  I  sth  of  September. 

**  Thefe  continual  retrograde  movements  are  good  f^^ 
**  nothing  in  the  long  run ;  you  will  always  want  forag^' 
«^  bread)  and  other  provifions,  and  lofe  as  many  men  by  c^^' 
•«  fertion  as  by  fighting  the  enemy.    In  conjunfturcs  (qSL"^' 
**  fperatc  as  ours,  defpcrate  mcafures  muft  be  adopted.'* 

Foftjcript  in  the  Kin£s  own  hand. 
•*  You  muft  always  turn  towards  the  grand  army :  if  tlw    ^ 
<*  detach  a  corps  into  Silefia,  do  the  fame  5  and  (hould  t\m^  ^ 
««  march  towards  Silefia,  and  leave  a  corps  in  Lufatia,  folI(^* 
*•  their  example." 

The  affair  of  Gabel  and  the  difagreeable  circumftanC^^^ 
which  followed  it,  fo  affeded  the  prince  royal,  that  he  (^^^ 
ill  in  camp,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Leipfic.    From  tlr^^ 
period  he  took  no  part  in  affairs. 

His  melancholy  and  his  diforder  encreafing  daily,  he  wa5 

advifed 
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iidvircd  ta  hznhimkU  cottVtyti  to  fi^tlln,  in  bbpes  that  h^ 
might  recover  his  health,  on  bfcitig  ftftoted  to  his  family. 
The  phyficians  were  deceived,  attd  he  continued  to  avoid  all 
fociety*  In  the  beginnihg  bt  May,  1758,-  he  retired  to 
Orangebourg^  Where  he  died  thi*  i2th  of  June  of  the  fame 
year.  Some  time  before  his  d(sath^  it  is  faid  that  he  wrote  the 
fellowing  lettet  to  the  king. 

hetterfr$m  the  Pfinct  tf  Pruffia^  ^'njf,  t9  the  Kingj  bU  Bro^ 

ther. 
««  8iRE, 
^<  I  have  but  twenty-four  hours  to  live  5  the  phyficians 
*<  have  juft  announced  it  to  me  :  this  was  not  the  worft 
*•  news  I  could  receive.  Wearied  of  hoping  and  of  fearing^ 
^  wearied  of  offering  up  vows  which  arc  the  fport  of  for- 
^^  tune,  1  regard  with  fome  fatlsfadion  my  approaching 
**  tranfition  to  a  new  manner  of  exiftence.  Its  obfcurity, 
•*  which  is  all  we  know  of  \t^  iAfpires  me  with  confidence. 
^  In  the  one  fuppofition  I  may  gain,  in  the  other  I  can  lofe 
*^  nothing.  Should  the  diflblution  of  this  frame  reftore  me 
^'  to  the  different  elements,  the  einanation  of  which  I  cannot 
^*  miftake  in  my  perfon,  |he  alternative  is  annihilation.  This 
^^  profped  has  nothing  painful  ih  it  for  a  man  whofe  life  was 
**  filled  with  bitternefs  and  chagrtii :  if,  on  the  contrary, 
**  that  portion  of  myfelf,  which  I  feel  fuperior  to  my  infir- 
^  miiies,  fiiall  not  fuffer  d^comj>ofition  \  if  there  be  in  me  a 
**  foul  which  ihaH  furviv^  thfe  bodjr,  it  will  preferve,  doubt- 
^*  left«  that  fentimeilt  which  was  the  deareft  to  it,  and  I  fhall 
■•*  be  happy. 

•*  To  think,  and  t6kifv*fto*iiflffej  habit  has  rendered  the 
^  one  as  neceflkry  to  m6  asf  the  Other  was  by  nature.  In  the 
f^  new  order  Of  things  to  if  Rich  my  foul  mud  pafs,  it  will 
^  retain  this  double  ddivity  as  part  of  its  efience.  The  bap- 
«•  pinefs  of  your  pto^lt^  tBfc  glory  of  your  reign,  your  af- 
«  feaion  for  your  fiixiWyi  will  coiiftitutc  a  ^oitton  of  r hat 

li^.  "fciicity. 


4B6  L    X     I'    E      o  r 

<<  await  our  defittiy  io  a  decifivt  batttet  which  muff  ht  giwil 
«<  on  one  fide  or  the  other  at  foon  as  poffiUe.  If  that  dae9 
<*  not  happen,  both  our  armies  will  be  loft  before  the  eiid  of 
^*  the  campaign.  You  n^ill  bare  feen,  no  doubt,  by  my  lafE 
<<  letter,  in  what  manner  I  would  have  the  regimtnta  incor^ 
«<  porated.  You  have  the  regiments  of  Manftein  and  Wie^ 
««  derflieim,  the  batulion  of  grenadiers  of  Kaltenberg,  and 
<<  thofe  of  Beer  and  Dietel(ky«  at  your  difpofal.  I  allowr 
*<  the  colonels  to  chufe  from  among  the  Saxon  regiments 
*^  the  heft  enfigns  and  ferjeants  to  incorporate  with  theirs. 

<*  Should  marfhal  Daun  encamp  with  his  whole  army  op- 
«<  police  to  me,  you  may  detach  8  or  10  battalions  and  huf- 
^^  fars  into  Silefia,  and  cover  thofe  mountains,  but  efp^cialljr 
'<  the  town  of  Schweidnius.  In  cafe  of  need,  flour  may  be 
*<  fent  there  for  a  month,  from  the  magazine  of  Drefdeti. 
^  You  are  at  prefent  provided  with  it  until  the  lathof 
^<  Auggft,  and  you  may  thus  become  furniihtd  even  till 
**  the  I  sth  of  September. 

**  Thefc  continual  retrograde  movements  are  good  for 
**  nothing  in  the  long  run ;  you  will  always  want  forage, 
<«  bread,  and  other  provifions,  gnd  lofe  as  many  men  by  de- 
«<  fertion  as  by  fighting  the  enemy.  In  conjundures  fo  de- 
**  fperatc  as  ours,  defpcrate  raeafures  muft  be  adopted.'* 

Foftjcrtpf  in  the  Kin^s  own  band. 
•*  You  muft  always  turn  towards  the  grand  army :  if  they 
<*  detach  a  corps  into  Silefia,  do  the  fame  \  and  Ihould  they 
««  march  towards  Silefia,  and  leave  a  corps  in  Lufatia,  fdllow 
*•  their  example/' 

The  affair  of  Gabel  and  the  difagrccablc  circumftanccs 
which  followed  it,  fo  affefted  the  prince  royal,  that  he  fell 
ill  in  camp,  from  whence  he  retired  toLeipfic,  Fmm  that 
period  he  took  no  part  in  affairs. 

His  melancholy  and  his  diforder  cncreafing  daily^  he  was* 

advifedf 
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advIAd  ta  have  himrelf  cdhVajrtfl  to  fi^Hiii,  iii  bbpes  that  h^ 
oiight  recover  his  healthy  on  b^itlg  teftofed  to  hii  TAttiUy* 
The  phyficians  were  decfciVcd,  ititd  he  Continued  to  avoid  all 
fociety.  In  the  beginnih|  bf  May^  17585  be  retired  to 
Orangebourg^  where  he  difcd  th6  i2th  bf  Junt  of  the  Tame 
year.  Some  titae  before  hia  dt^th^  it  is  faidtbat  he  wrote  the 
following  lettet  td  the  kihg. 

hotter  frtm  the  Ffinu  tf  Prt^^  dyings  U  the  Kingj  bis  Bro* 

tber. 

««  8iRE, 

^<  I  have  but  twenty-four  hours  to  live ;  the  phyficians 
<<  have  juft  announced  it  to  me  :  this  was  not  the  worfi 
^*  news  I  could  receive.  Wearied  of  hoping  and  of  fearing^ 
u  wearied  of  offering  uj^  vows  which  are  the  fport  of  for- 
^<  tune^  1  regard  with  fotitt  fatisfadion  my  approaching 
**  tranfition  to  a  new  manher  of  eiicift^nce.  Its  obfcurity^ 
«'  which  is  all  we  know  of  it^  iftfpires  me  with  confidence* 
^  In  the  one  fiippofition  I  may  gain,  in  the  other  I  caii  Idle 
<*  nothing.  Should  the  diflblution  of  this  frame  reftore  me 
**  to  the  different  elements^  the  einaiiation  of  which  I  cannot 
<*  miftake  in  my  perfon,  |he  alteriiiative  is  annihilation.  This 
^*  profpe£t  has  nothing  painful  iti  it  fof  a  man  whofe  life  was 
♦*  filled  with  bitternefs  and  chagrin  :  if,  on  the  contrary, 
•«  that  portion  of  myfelf,  which  I  feel  fupefior  to  my  infir- 
^  miiies,  fiiall  rfot  fuffer  d^corii|>6fition  ;  if  there  be  in  me  a 
**  foul  which  lliall  furvive  thfe  bodjr,  it  will  (rfeferve,  doubt- 
•*  Icft^  that  feniimeilt  which  waaf  the  dcafeft  to  it,  and  I  fhall 
^  be  hap^y, 

«*  To  think,  and  t6  Ufv€foki  firej  hatbii  b^s  rendered  the 
^  ohe  as  neceflkry  to  me  a^  the  Other  was  by  nature.  In  the 
«  nefW  order  tf  things  to  i^fiich  ihy  foul  nhfuft  pafs,  it  will 
«•  retain  thi^  double  idlivity  as  part  6f  itsf  effence.  The  hap- 
<*  p'mefi  of  your  people,*  tSe  glory  Of  ybtir  reign,  your  af- 
^  k&ioti  for  your  farrillyv  will  conftHotc  a  portion  of  that 

I  i  4  **  felicity. 
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««  felicity.    I  already  have  a  foretaftc  of  this  wondcrftiltt*. 
*<  volution.    The  moment  vrhich  is  about  to  remove  na, 
**  for  ever  from  your  fight  will  reftore  me  to  the  honour  of 
*'  your  good  graces.     The  rights  of  the  heir  will  no  longer . 
*<  militate  in  your  heart  ag^inft  thofe  of  the  brother;  the. 
•*  policy  of  the  prince  will  qo  longer  ftifle  fraternal  tendcr- 
<*  ncfs :  your  majefty  will  grant  me  every  thing,  when  I  (hall : 
*<  have  nothing  more  to  claim.     I  carry  with  me  to  the  tomb 
^  the  delicious  fcntimont  pf  this  return.     Why  have  not  I 
«« the  power  of  changing  your  fortune,  as  furely  as  yoUr 
«•  heart  ? 

**  SMfFer  me,  fire,  fuffer  me  to  enjoy  before-hand  the  plea- 
*<  furp  of  being  chcriflied  by  your  pi^jefty.  Permit  me  to* 
^<  anticipate  my  funeral,  and  to  figure  to  myfelf  that  I  am 
*^  admitted  into  your  council;  that  the  afTiftants  have  a  re-- 
*^  fped  for  my  perfon,  confidence  in  qiy  re£litude,  and  defe- 
<<  rence  for  my  opinions^  You  cannot  be  alarmed  at  the 
*'  fl^are  a  dead  man  may  have  in  your  glory.'  The  prepof- 
*f  feifion,  fire,  is  in  your  favour,  and  the  fuperiority  of  your 
**  genius  is  too  well  eftablifhed  for  it  ever  to  be  credited  that 
*?  you  are  indebted  to  my  counfels  for  the  happy  confcquences 
**  of  the  deference  which  you  might  p^y  them. 

«'  In  thefe  critical  hours,  when  I  am  driving  to  ColleAand 
**  exalt  all  the  faculties  of  my  foul  for  a  laft  operation,  I  nei- 
**  ther  can  nor  will  defcend  to  my  perfonal  grievances.  I 
^^  leave  to  my  children  the  fad  fatisfa^ion  of  hearing  you 
'*  regret  having  done  me  juftice  too  l;^te.  J  leave  my  bro- 
*f  fhers  Henry  and  Ferdinand  tjie  ta(k  of  marking  out  the 
**  diftance  which  you  ftiould  always  obferve  between  the 
<f  princei  of  ypur  blood  and  the  reft  of  your  fubjecls.  Youc 
♦e  courtiers  of  thcmfelves  will  do  me  jgllice.  They  have 
<*  defpifedme ;  they  h^ve  even  dare^  publicly  to  4ifp'ay  their 
<<  contempt.  When  time  (ball  have  confoled  thejn  for  the- 
*'  expencc  of  mourning,  which  I  willingly  would  fpare 
«« them,  they  wjll  acknowledge  my  wrongs  and  their  own 

^«  pijfcondu^, 
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f^  nifconduA.    Perhaps,  lire,  I  fhall  be  but  too  macb  aven^ 
K  ged  by  my  children,  by  my  brothers,  by  your  friends*    I 
^  forefee  it. .  It  is  in  vain  I  wifli  to  exift  only  in  yonr  ma« 
]efty's  remembrance.    Yes,  fire,  the  regret  of  my  brother  - 
^^  would  fuffice  to  expiate  in  mjr  eyes  the  deficiencies  of  my 
^  king ;   I  would  willingly  leave  (pofterity  in  an  error  with ' 
'refpe£tto  me« 

**  But  in  vain  do  Iwifh  to  give  flight  to  my  imagination  ; ' 
the  flow  fever  which  con  fumes  me  does  not  fufficiently  fire 
my  blood  to  produce  diforder  in  my  brain.  My  ideas  ar-*- 
range  themfelves;  they  colled  themfelves  into  order.  Mf 
fight  is  ftrong  enough  to  follow  Phaeton  in  bis  meridian 
*'courfe.  Far  from  being  dazzled  by  the  rays  which  fur-* 
I  round  bim,  I  behold  with  afteady  eye  the  progrefs  of  his* 
*'  difcomfiture,  the  falfe  paths  he  traces,  the  indocility  of  his  * 
'•  horfes,  and  his  own  embarraflinent.  It  is  only  by  ceafing* 
9  to  reafon  that  I  tear  myfelf  from  the  fad  fpeAacle  of  his^ 
'*  downfall,  ^nd  the  misfortunes  of  his  family. 

««  Your  majefiy  difdained    my  prefages.     Like  another* 
'*  Caflandra,  I  have  feen  the  court  and  the  army  infult  the- 
*f  genius  that  infpired  me.     Deign  to  liften  to  me,  fire,  now 
'«  that  I  can  no  longer  be  fufpefied  of  illufion  or  intereft  in* 
■f  my  predictions. 

•*  Fuimus  Tro'es.    Fuit  Ilium.  ...  •It  is  all  over,  fire,* 

•^  with  tbi$  power  and  the  houfe  of  Pruffia,  if  you  continue  to 

'*  brave  all  £uropc  confpired  againft  you.    I  will  allow  you 

^^  to  be  fuperior  to  all  the  kings  fo  famous  by  their  brilliant 

'*  career.     I  confent,  that,  with  the  fame  deftiny  as  theirs,* 

*•  yoi)  ihould  have  the  advantage  of  being  lefs  renowned  by 

■'  your  fall,- than  by  the  great  f|rok>es  you  ihall  have  made  be»' 

"  fore  you  funk.     Yes,  fire,  it  is  derogatory  from  your  glory^ 

«•  to  compare  you  with  the  warlike  kings  of  Sweden.     Your 

*' forces  arc  greater  than  thofe  of  Guftavus-Adolphus  j  you 

^  poflcfs  more  kno^vledge  and  prudence  than  Cbarles^^Guita*- 

^  VM«  9  your  talents   arp   more   divcrfificd   than  thofe  of 

♦*  Charles 
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..  .:  .1^    ;=  ,  1:1;  :-;  p:*;-i.cc»  c:'  tr.s  public  would 

zit::   .z    ;. :—-  nvcsr  :':c2i  this    iriitancc  of  good 

.     I^-:,    r-  t-re  fcrxcr  ca:e,  where  the  nine  wasdif- 

:c;  :v  !-.t  f^cccf.  of   the  explofion,  you  iTiouId  haw 

'XCiCK-i  ui;  life  of  it  in  future,    Jivcn  childicn  do  not 
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^<  fuffer  themfelres  to  be  caught  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame 
^'fnare* 

*^  It  was  this,  lire,  that  I  bad  the  honour  of  reprefcnting 
!*  to  you  on  your  firft  march  towards  Saxony.  It  fuited  you 
'*  to  demand,  nay  even  to  extort  a  paflage  for  your  armies 
^*  acrofs  that  electorate.  But,  after  afcertaining  the  neu- 
^  trality  of  the  king-eiedor,  you  fhould  have  marched  dt- 
^  re&iy  tp  the  Auftrian  army.  Succefs  was  indubitable : 
^  you  would  have  difperfed  thofe  numerous  bands,  not  yet 
I*  accuftomed  to  hold  together ;  you  would  have  overrun 
^  Bohemia  like  a  conqueror,  and  the  emprefs  would  have 
?*  trembled  for  Vienna. 

<*  This  noble  and  undifguifed  proceeding  would  have  dif- 
^  concerted  the  intrigues  of  your  enemies,  given  a  favour- 
I*  able  omen  of  your  good  faith,  and  perfuaded  all  Europe 
p. that  you  only  took  up  arms  to  countefad  the  meafures 
"  of  a  power  which  was  plotting  your  deftruftion. 

*^  You  know,  fire,  the  ijnpreffions  made  by  the  conduA 
^  which  you  held,  on  feeing  the  falfe  friend,  of  his  own  ac« 
^cord,  ere£ling  himfelf  into  the  prote£tor  of  his  equal» 
*•  then  affuming  the  charafler  of  maflrer,  and  a  few  days 
^*  after  publicly  announcing  the  premeditated  ufurpation  of 
^  bis  fiates.  Sovereigns  and  nations  obferved  to  each  other, 
'<  Behold  him  again  playing  his  ufual  game  !  I  ventured  at 
''  the  time  to  afk  your  majefty  who  were  your  allies,  and  en- 
'*  deavoured  to  point  out  to  you  wherein  the  meafures  which 
»«  you  were  purfuing  feemed  to  me  ill  combined  and  unliable. 
*'  Hitherto,  the  event  has  but  too  well  juftilied  my  fatal  con- 
••jedhires. 

•'  France,  after  revenging  herfelf  in  1744  for  your  private 
V  treaty, of  174a,  would,  pofEbly,  have  ftill  run  the  ri(k  of 
«' putting  you  to  a  frclh  trial,  had  flie  difcovercd  any  re- 
«  formation  in .  your  principles.  She  had .  forgotten  the 
<*  haughtinefs  of  count  Schmcttau,  and  the  intereft  of  the 
1^*  moment  would,  perhaps,  ha^ejed  her  to  diflemble  the  im- 

<<  perious 
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^  pcrious  tone  of  your  foliciutioni  againft  oonTerring  id  ^ 
^'  royalty  of  the  Romans  on  an  archduke.    But  fhe  has  fim 
««  you  in  an  inflant  pafs  from  one  extreme  to  afiolilier,  md  &• 
««  crifioe  your  connedbnt  wftk  her  to  a  Aitiden  itconclS»  ^ 
«*  tion  with  the  eledor  of  Hanover.    She  has  fS^en  you  Hi-'  1^ 
**  pnlate  articles  with  England,  wbicb>  in  their  ezecutknii'  ^ 
#•  furpafied  your  power,-  and  the  adfaatages  arifing  jfrom  ^ 
••  which  could  only  be  momentary  for  the  houfe  of  Finffii  P 
«*  Wat  any  thing  more  required  to  convince  her  that  yea  dlf  '^ 
^9  not  propofe  aAing  a  more  fcnipolout  part  in  this  war  thu'  ^ 
•f  in  the  laft  ?  There  is  not  an  example,  for  a  century  prf^  ^ 
*•  wherein  France  has  been  played  upon  with  mipiinit|r:  fie  ^ 
**  is  totally  alienated  from  you  i  fb)i  haa  even  begun  to  fttf'  * 
'*  you;  fhe  has  made  a  defenfive  alliance  with  your  enettjt  ^' 
««  When  the  glory  of  her  king  was  comiiitted  in  the  ejp^  ^ 
^  preffion  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  (he  bated  yon.    The  to* 
^'  fults,  in  (hort,  which  you  have  offered  her  ambaffiKihri 
^  and  another  of  her  miniflexs,  the  defeat  of  her  army  ac 
*«  Rofbach,  and  your  railleries  on  the  difgraces  of  Ae  Ihc^ 
**  ceflbrs  of  marihal  d'Etr^es,  exclude  all  hopes  of  reconcSi* 
^*  ation  with  her.    She  has  the  public  quarrel  to  matntaiiiy' 
'*  SLtid  her  own  honour  to  avenge. 

*'  Your  majefty  might,  indeed,  reckon  on  (bme  princes  of 
«« the  empire  attached  by  blood  to  th<r  royal  houfe  of  Frtdhf 
'*  and  on  others  who  are  tempted  by  your  fuUidies,  orinti- 
'*  midated  by  your  proximity.  You  alfo  concluded  that  ad- 
'*  vantages  might  be  drawn  from  the  fan^ticifn  of  the  peopK 

**  for  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  your  flates The 

''  invafion  of  Saxony,  the  oppreflion  of  the  ftatesof  Anhdlt 
'*  and  of  Mecklenhourg,  the  approach  of  the  Preach  armfef> 
^*  your  too  well  known  indifference  for  all  religious  worfhipi 
**  defkroyed  thofe  expeflations.  Even  your  brothets-in^hw 
**  have  entered  into  the  league  againft  youi  they  voted  for 
«<  your  profcription.  The  Germanic  body  hate  yen  as 
'^  much  as  you  expeAcd  them  to  frar  you  }  they  believe 

«lbcif 
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^r  \i\t9ny  aiui  welfare  to  depepd  oq  th9  ruia  fif  yvwr 

/*  Swefi^Qi  ealigbtetied  wit)i  rcrfp^d  to  her  real  inttrcfts^ 
l|a^  penetrated  tbe  views  of  her  kiilgt  ^nd  difconcerieA 
^jwr  ^rtfvl  intrigues.  Sh^  reokums  the  fpoi)s  wiiefteA 
"from  her  by  your  predeceflfQr.  peMiark  behQ)4ii9  vri^  « 
'il^npqifil  and  cpotent^  Qy«,  t)i«  power  of  Pruflia  on  the 
VjIQIPt  of  ret^raing  tQ  Us  fprmer  mediocrity^  2ind  £uf9p9 
^llifpofi9d  ta  receive  l^c  laterp^tiop  for  the  ft tdeaaeot  ^jf  at 
'  Aewjequilibrium  in  the  north, 

^*^  Poland  does  not  piudon  you,  fire,  the  pytixJiafe  and  lihe 
e^fMy  of  qutrfh^  3axe's  reveries,  Shu  fgppofes  you  to 
%Jttve  views ;  Oye  wilhea  the  deftrM^ion  of  that  Pruflbft 
^  iP&atry,  whofe  pofts  the  marfiial  marfc^  out  in  the  king^ 
S4om  and  in  thp  grap4  duchy  |  ihewilhe9  tofeedilabied 
'^from  injuring  her,  the  prince  the  mod  capable  ^ttnJQyhpg 
*«4ih)  e^^ecuting  the  plan  o£  the  coQqMeiW 

i<  R^fGa  is  p^rfuaded  th^t  joiii-  dqfigns^^bcrr  iad^c^  yoii» 

■*  in  tbc  repref^nt^tions  ypu  m^ide  to  tbei;wrt  9f  Viemvi,  t^ 

•«|ilbftiti|te  a  truce  for  two  years  in  the  plafS^  of  a^fcA^tam 

^  treaty  of  peace.     She  imagines  that  you  wiflied  tq  ^e  tip 

^  the  hands  of  the  emprefs-queeo  frop  iUc;<;oi|riDg  her  ally  ; 

**  that  4  war  with  her  was  the  priocipal  phjeA  of  your  io* 

*'  tl%Uff<  in  Sweden  ^  that  CqurMnd  i»  a  tempting  ob|o£l| 

^*  tha(  Poliih  Pru^  apd  Pomeraqia  would  be  very  acccpta* 

"  hie  to  yoUj^  aod  that  you  appreh^oded  the  greateft  otAack 

*?  from  her  to  this  plan  of  rounding  your  donuniom :  ibe 

^  Un^ginea  herfelf,  in  (hort,  not  lefs  int^eft^d  jn  your  hvt^ 

**  filiation  than  the  ho^fe  pf  Auftria. 

<«  Th^  republic  of  the  United  Provinces  U  not  yet  xccofl*' 
««  ci]ed  to  the  journey  you  ipade  into  HoUaod*  She  eiyoyv 
V  your  embarraflinent  ^  nor  is  ihe  ignorant,  that,  in  delauk 
•f  of  the  enemies  you  have  ftirred  up  againft  yourfelf^  it  is  dt 
«•  fential  to  her  fecurity  to  find  employment  for  you. 

V  The  powers  qf  Itai^,  out  of  reach  gf  tbeprelem  4Afl« 


'»  gert.dire£l  their  fpecul^tions  to  the  future.  They  inii(U 
"  pate  the  overthrow  of  the  Germanic  equilibrium ;  they 
«*  fuppofe  your  fuperioHty  iti  this  war,  the  transfer  of  tbelm- 
<<  perial  fceptre  to  iiAother  houfe,  and  look  forward,  wit&' 
•*  horror,  to  the  defpotifm  of  the  Othos.  Too  i'cmOte  from 
''  you  to  flrike  in  concert  with  your  enemies,  they  encotirage 
*'  them  to  unite  their  forces  agiuAft  your  majefiy  i  they  un- 
*'  derlake  to  prevent  diverflons  i  they  approach  in  order  to*! 
<<  fupport  them,  and  to  afford  them  the  means  of  rallying  id 
•«  cafe  of  a  reverfc. 

"  Hanover  and  Etighnd  j  thefe,  then,  Are,  dvt  all  y6nt 
•*  allies.  Your  common  intereft  with  the  former  does  not 
*•  (land  the  proof}  you  have  feen  it  at  Oofter- Seven.  A 
«'  frefh  campaign  of  marihal  d^trees,  or  of  any  other  ge- 
**  neral  but  Richelieu,  may  again  reduce  your  ^Ity  t6  dii 
*'  fame  terms. 

•*  The  Englifhman  is  gebgrapher  enotigh  to  ktiow  tM 
•'  little  communication  there  is  between  the  Oder  and  the 
•'  Ohio.  He  leans  upon  your  majefty  for  fupport ;  he 
'«  will  abandop  you,  fire,  the  moment  you  begin  to  lean  oii 
•«  him. 

«*  All  thefe  combinations  of  circumftances,  fire,  arc 
<•  wholly  independent  of  fortune.  Deduced  as  they  arc 
*^  from  the  order  and  nature  of  things,  they  cannot  be  gab 
««  faid  but  by  miracles.  You  can  only  fix  your  expedatioris 
••  upon  your  own  powers,  and  they  bear  no  proportion  to 
<<  thofe  of  your  enemies.  Europe  is  too  enlightened,  its 
<'  courts  are  too  much  habituated  to  affairs,  to  be  impofeJ 
•*  upon  by  any  of  thofe  ftrokes  of  genius,  which,  in  the 
«•  darker  ages,  overturned  nation^.  The  ground  will  always 
*«  be  difputed  with  you,  inch  by  inch,  in  the  field  as  well  a^ 
«« in  the  cabinet.  Your  profound  policy  will  be  reduced  td 
**  little  intrigues,  eafy  to  unveil,  and  no  fooner  difcoverii 
**  than  deftroyed. 

••  What  have  all  the  cnterprizes  of  this  kind  hitherto  pro- 

«*  ductd 
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f  ^  i^ccdjout  majefty  ?  The  ttOft  dearljr  you  ll^ve  provod 
^  ••  ybur  knowledge  of  the  dcfigns  of  Saxony,  the  more  odiowi 
^  **  hare  you  rendered  that  invflfion.  'the  world  has  feet^ 
f  ^  tbat,  to  procure  this  informltion,  y^ujr  tninifler  Mahmhii 
'  H  had  degraded  his  chdraiSter^  and  thKt^  aftqr  m^k^ng  u&  of 
<<  means  profcrtbed  in  fociety,  the  following  is  the  amounC 
M  of  your  difcovery :  that  tb^  eIe6lor  of  Saxony  was  not  foaci 
•*.of  the  Pruffian  power,  which  be  dreaded,  i;^ithoat  cvmi 
••  daring  to  attempt  to  defend  himfelf  againft  it.  Papew 
*•  clandeftinely  obtained  operate  agarnft  the  accufer  wh# 
*•  produces  thfcm,  if  they  do  not  fully  afoertain  the  imputed 
*•  crime. 

*•  The  cdrruption  of  a  minifter^  thc.treafon  of  a  general^ 
^*  cannot  lohg  be  hidden  :  the  minlfter  is  removed,  the  ge^ 
^  neral  recalled^  and  their  criminality  guides  the  fovereiga 
<«  to  ^  better  choice. 

*  **  Your  m^jefty's confidence  in thefepetfy refburces carrier 
**  with  itfelf  a  convifiion  of  the  Jnfafficiency  of  other  means* 
«•  And,  in  faft,  fire^  what  can  you,  iJi  the  long  run,  expeft 
^  from  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers^  whom  you  are  afraid 
'<  to  lead  to  any  diftance,  and  one  hsilf  of  nirhom  you  ;are 
*^  obliged  to  have  Watched  by  the  other  in  your  camps  i  I 
*•  would  undertake  to  perform  more  with  fifty  thoufand  vo*- 
«  lunteers,  whofe  hearts  (hould  be  with  you  as  well  as  theit 
'<  arms.  It  was  with  fuch  an  army  that  Gultevus- AdoIphu« 
**  overrail  Germany,  and  that  Charles  XII.  poftponed  fof 
"  nine  years  his  cataftrophe.  It  is  with  fuch  a  chofcn  body 
•*  that  you  would  march  from  Brefliiw  to  Vienna  as  eafily  as 
*^  from  Rofbach  to  Liifa ;  in  lieu  of  which,  your  mafs  ci' 
^  foldiers,  gathered  together  without  choice^  and  united 
<«  without  afFedlion,  invariably  move  and  operjite  fo  ilowly 
<*  as  to  give  the  enemy  who  are  at  hsind  tinve  enough  to  dif* 
*•  engage  the  corps  which  is  engaged  With  them. 

**  Sire,  would  to  God  I  may  be  deceived  !  Heaven  g»nC 

«  the  fortune  of  your  arms  to  be  invariable  !  « Yon 

Vol;  U  K  k  *•  wiU 


'*  will  mzie  peace;  you  will  not  be  lertexhauded  tb'an  your 
**  enemies ;  you  will  have  done  yourfelf  juftice  on  the  fubjedl 
«'  of  your  alarms ;  you  will  return  triumphant  into  the  pof* 
'*  feiBon  of  your  ftates,  and  Europe  will  have  feen  bow 
'*  powerful  you  are,  bow  redoubtable  in  arms.  So  much 
**  glory  and  good  fortune,  which  I  wifli  you  with  the  fin- 
<«  cereft  ardor,  but  dare  not  hope,  will  only  render  your  ruin 
*'  and  the  deftruAion  of  your  houfe  more  cert^an,  if  you 
**  fuffer  the  peril  of  your  neighbours,  and  the  prejudices  of 
«'  the  public,  to  fubfift 

**  Bur,  why  (hould  your  majcfty  await  a  period  wbofb 
<<  exiftence  is  fo  very  doubtful,  to  fccure  your  glory,  the 
<<  fafety  of  your  dominions,  the  happinefs  of  your  people  i 
<*  Deign  to  confider,  fire,  the  conditions  of  a  peace  which 
<*  fliould  be  dilated  by  the  powers  leagued  againft  you  after 
<<  decifive  vidories. 

«<  The  houfe  of  Saxony  alone  could  overwhelm  you  by  its 
<*  preteniioDs.  Superior  to  all  your  enemies,  you  ftill  owe 
<*  them  compenfations.  What  will  be  the  cafe,  fliould  they 
"  be  able  to  recur  to  equal  juftice  ?  Will  your  dear  Silcfia 
^*  repay  the  emprefs-queen  for  her  alarms,  her  lofles,  and  all 
«*  the  blood  that  has  been  fpilt?  The  empire  will  make  you 
^*  expiate  the  infraftion  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia,  by  the 
**  forfeiture  of  the  acquifitions  they  adjudged  you.  The 
**  Germanic  body  will  ftrip  your  eleSorate  of  its  prerogatives, 
•**  to  avenge  the  princes  and  the  ftates  whofe  privileges  you 
•'  have  infulced. 

'*  Will  Ruffia  be  contented  with  having  gratuitouily  con- 
<<  tributed  to  the  reftoration  of  the  equilibrium  ?  Will  Swe- 
*'  den  fit  down  with  the  expences  of  her  armaments  ?  What 
^  fatisfadion  will  not  France  exaA  ?  Culpable  in  the  opi- 
^  nion  of  all  the  fovereigns,  condemned  by  all  the  nations  of 
**  Europe,  you  will  have  been  fuperior  to  other  men  only  on 
<«  account  of  the  misfortune  of  your  fubjcdts  and  the  ruin  of 
«*  your  houfe. 

**  Ah  I 
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^  Ah  !  fire^  how  contented  I  (hould  die,  could  I  but  per- 
'*  fuade  myfelf  that, you  would  dpign  to  view  this  hideous 
*^  profpeA  !  But  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Puluwa, 
*'  Charles  XII.  fiill  refufed  to  treat,  except  at  Mofcow,^  con* 
**  cerning  the  peace  offered  him  by  the  Czar,  and  very  fooo 
**  after  he.  was  a  fugitive  in  Crimea. .  Before  a  check  renders 
^'^ your  enemies  deaf  to  your  propofitions ;  before  the  a^ioa 
f  *  of  all  your  forces  exerted  to  the  utmoft,  renders  your  ruia 
*'  inevitable  j  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  by  the 
^'  intereft  of  your  glory,  by  that  of  your  houfe,  by  the  wifhes 
^«  of,  your  people,  by  the  prayers  of  a  brother,  who  dies  de« 
^*  voted  to  God  and  you." 

Anfwer  of  the  King  of  PruJJia  to  the  dying  Letter  of  the  Prince 
bis  Brother. 

*'  You  give  mc  melancholy  news,  my  dear  brother,  prc- 
<^  Cifely  at  a  conjun£lure  when  my  diftance  from  you  ren-^ 
^*  ders  it  impoilible  to  prove  to  you  my  real  tendernefs.  I 
^*  hope,  however,  that  you  will  receive  this  anfwer  time 
*'  enough  to  prevent  you.from  being  frightened  by  the  ora- 
'«'  clcs  of  your  phyficians.  We  fliall  itill  converfe  together 
<<  on  that  traniition  we  cannot  make  without  a  diflblution  of 
/<'  the  frame,  and  on  the  confequences  concerning  which  you 
.'^  reafon  too  connededly  to  be  fo  near  your  end  as  you  imah- 
**  gine.  Yes,  you  will  be  reftored  to  the  wiflies  of  your  bro- 
*'  ther  and  your  king,  and  I  fhall  be  happier  than  you. 

*f  To  love  you,  my  dear  brother,  is  as  natural  to  me,  as  it 
««  is  for  kings  to  ftudy  the  hearts  of  their  prefumptive  heirs 
*<  before  they  refign  themfelves  to  an  entire  confidence :  the 
«*  glory  of  their  reign,  the  duration  of  their  empire,  the 
<^  happinefs  of  their  people,  are  inte^efted  in  this  fearch.  I 
*<  was  joyfully  anticipating  the  delicioMs  fatisfa£lipn  of  being  * 
**  able  to  open  myfelf  to  you  refpefling  the  vaft  fprings  I 
*«  have  put  in  motion  to  plunge  Europe  into  this  war  ^  my 
*^  brother  was  becoming  my  counfellor  and  confident;  I  was 

Kkflt  J?*  about 


**  shout  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  greftt  And  ptofound  ^ualitBcs, 
^  when  he  announces  to  me  that  he  it  furrounded  by  th^ 
^  fymptoins  of  death.  Judge,  then,  my  beloved  brother,' 
"Vhethcr,  in  my  grief,  it  be  polfible  for  rtie  to  anfwer  you 
**  with  a  found  and  corrcfl  judgment. 

<«  It  is  in  this  critical  moment,  however,  that  I  endeavouf 
^  to  colled  all  the  faculties  of  my  foul  to  prove  tb  you  the 
^  truth  of  my  fentiments,  and  the  eilimation  in  which  I  hoM 
••  you. 

'  *'  I  have  never  wifhed  to  condufl  the  chariot  of  the  fan, 
^  but  I  have  undertaken  to  elevate  a  Roman  eaufeway,  which 
*'  fhould  open  to  me  afure  and  eafy  road  to  penetrate,  with 
**  celerity,  into  the  heart  of  the  dominions  of  my  avowed  and 
^'  fecret  enemies,  and  to  oblige  them  to  remain  qoiet,  either 
*'  by  feeking  my  friendship,  or  by  dreading  my  power.  In 
"  (his  I  have  not  been  too  fcrupulous  about  the  means.  My 
'^  former  fuccefles  in  the  precedtiig  war  emboldened  me.  I 
"  have  precipitated  myfelf,  I  own  it,  into  a  fea  of  conltra^ 
«'  didtions  ;  however,  ^T  I  have  not  attacked  with  that  juf* 
••  ticc  which  every  one  boafts  of,  and  which  no  one  power 
•'  takes  for  a  ftandard  of  its  meafures  more  literally  than  tny^ 
•'  felf,  I  have  at  lead  attacked  with  prudence  and  with  V3>- 
•'  lour  two  implacable  enemies,  natwithftanding  their  pro^ 
"'  feflions  to  the  contrary.  I  cannot  be  fufpcfied  of  illufxon^ 
"  yet  I  am  convidied  of  double  dealing:  this  does  not  apply 
**  happily  to  the  refuterof  Machiavel. 

**  I  thought  to  draw  France  into  my  projeSs  j  fhe  was  deaf 
*'  to  my  propofitions :  I  have  deceived  her ;  I  felt  more  re»- 
**  fon  to  look  for  her  refentment,  than  her  acceffion  to  my 
'*  views.  Invariable  in  her  thirft  for  being  fuperior  to  all 
*'  other  crowns,  flie  availed  herfelf  of^  the  rights  of  her 
"  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  when  I  prefumed  that 
*' Ihe  would  content  herfelf  with  beingafimplc  fpeflatorof 
^'  events.  I  anfwercd  the  duke  de  Nivernois  with  the  lofti- 
«*  nefs  that- became  my  rank ;  I  expefted  from  Heaven  more 

**  pro- 
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;^  pifote^ton  iot  favour  of  the  greatnefs  of  m^  deligns  ;  I  had 
''^edfttited  tbenii  with  a  coolnefa  which  Charles  XII.  never 
'*  ^oficQed)  and  I  ihouid  have  profited  hy  them,  had  the  fate 
«<  of  aroAs  decided  in  my  favour.  0e.ran  acrofs  deferts,  to 
«  revenge  himfelf  of  Peter  the  Gr^ati  I  never  would  have 
**  travcrfed  the  forefts  of  VoIhiQia«  to  punifli  the  Grand 
^*  Turk  for  rcfufing  my  alliance.  What  I  repent  is,  the  not 
f' having  imitated  Guftavus*Adolphus :  one  circumflancc 
**  alone  prevented  mc ;  he  periflied  viSorioufiy  and  faulty  at 
**  Leutzen.  ....  But  I  am  ftill  living ;  every  thing,  there- 
**  fore,  is  not  loft,  my  dear  brother;  honour  rQOiaiQS  with.the 
**  firmnefs  of  a  friend:  I  fee  things  as  they  are.  Should 
*'  Heaven  prefer ve  you  to  my  tendernefe,  I  will  profit  by  your 
'^  counfels  and  my  own  re^rfes ;  I  will  take  a  part  worlhy 
"  of  us  both.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  commit  it  to  paper  \ 
^'  it  concerns  both  you  and  your  children  :  .1  muft,  therefore^ 
*'  envelop  my  refdliitions  in  fecrccy;  your  recovery  cannot 
♦•  be  too  fpeedy.  At  that  happy  moment,  I  will.difcover  to 
^*  you  my  mod  fecret  thoughts  5  hiH  then  you  will  expert- 
**  ence  my  perfe£l  confidence.  You  are  pleafed  to  recoUeft 
**  that  I  occupied  noyfelf,  during  peace,  with  the  happinefs  of 
*«  my  fubjefts :  to  fecure  that,  it  wa^  neccflary  to  have  a  nu* 
**  merous  foldiery,  capable  of  keeping  in  awe  jealous  neigb-^ 
f^  hours,  and  a  rigid  ceconomy,  by  which  alone  it  could  be 
*'  maintained.  If  I  have  reaflumed  the  charafter  of  con- 
'*  queror,  it  was  to  protect  my  new  pofleffions  from  being  re- 
*'  conquered^  I  might,  in  truth,  have  purfucd  a  more  mode- 
*'  rate  conduft  towards  Saxony  5  but  her  hatred  would  not 
**  have  been  diminifhed  j  ihe  would  have  turned  my  huma- 
•'  nity  againft  roe,  I  am  neither  in  the  right,  nor  in  the 
'*  wrong  :  your  reflexions  on  my  manner  of  commencing 
*'  the  war,  do  not  prevent  the  rival  houfe  from  having  taught 
**  us,  that  to  fubjugate  and  deftroy  the  enemy  is  the  fureft 
''  and  (horteft  road.  This  is  her  principle,  from  which  fhe 
<*  will  never  depart  till  (he  is  compelled  to  it :  I  have  adopted 
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«^  it  like  her  ;  1  have  taken  frotn  her  the  alliance  of  England} 
**  (he  has  ilolen  from  me  that  of  France :  as  for  grievances'^ 
**  we  are  on  a  par.  When  your  health  fliall  be  reftored,  ydd 
**  will  be  lefs  fevere,  and  will  appreciate,  with  more  cir^ 
*«  cumfpe^iion,  the  great  motives  of  the  refolutions  of  king?* 
^^  You  are  born  to  become  one ;  a  few  jokes  will  efcape  yOU| 
•*  perhaps,  after  a  viftory  fome  day,  as  well  as  me ;  like 
**  mine,  they  will  be  unfeafonabie  ;  yet  they  will  only  prove 
**  the  fragility  of  every  roan's  fclf-lovc. 

«*  Do  not  give  fo  tragical  a  turn  to  every  circumftance : 
•»  I  fhall  appeafc  the  princes  to  whom  you  advert :  I  wanted 
«*  to  fubjugate  them  ;  I  will  cartfs  thfem  j  they  will  harrafs 
**  me  no  longer,  they  will  return  to  me.  I  h^ve  n^ver  copidd| 
«'  any  man's  reveries ;  every  one  conceives  the  refolution 
**  of  copying  mine.  With  refpe£l  to  Sweden,  ihe  is  lofing 
«*  herfelf :  Denmark,  more  prudent,  procures  payment  for 
•*  furnifhing  her  quota  of  Ibldiers  and  of  failors ;  {he  is  lyin^ 
•^  in  wait  for  the  critical  moment.  You  do  not  know  Po'» 
<*  laiul ;  (he  is  abforbcAby  her  inteftine  wars  :  (he  hates  no* 
*^  body  but  the  RufSan,  bccaufc  fhe  is  tired  of  fearing  him'. 
^^  It  is  indiflferent  to  her,  whether  Courland  be  in  my  band$ 
**  or  in  thofe  of  the  republic.  As  for  the  Dutch,  I  am  not 
**  uneafy  about  them;  they  are  divided;  and  this  circum- 
**  Itance  is  fufficient :  three  oppofing  parties  never  formed 
•*  a  ftrong  refolution.  I  am  obliged  to  them  for  their  po- 
'*  litenefs  ;  I  expe£i  nothing  from  their  zeal ;  I  apprehend 
**  nothing  from  their  arms.  You  fet  the  Italians  upon 
*'  thinking  :  there  are  no  longer  any  but  at  Rome,  Venice, 
♦*  and  Turin  j  they  will  not  trouble  themfelves  about  m^. 
*'  Hanover  and  London,  there  is  my  department  I  Hanover 
**  is  the  feat  of  gold,  London  the  feat  of  the  fign  of  gold ; . 
*'  I  realize  the  latter.  It  is  thus  that,  in  fpite  of  the  diftance; 
*'  I  have  found  the  method  of  making  the  Ohio  remount  even 
"  to  the  Thames,  from  the  Thames  to  the  Lena,  and  frpm 
*^  the  Lena  to  the  banks  of  the  Ode^  and  th?  Spree.     This 
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^*  gcogJ^pfcy  >s  not  tlie  very  worft*  My  foldiers  are  my 
<<  children.  SubjeAs,,  or  firangers,  I  cherifh  them  alike. 
•*  They  know  I  am  their  father ;  I  occupy  myfclf  in  nothing 
*<  but  their  prefervation  ;  I  (hare  danger  and  my  riches  with 
<«  them  in  the  efiablifhed  proportion. 

^<  Adieu,  my  dear  brother  ;  comfort  yourfelf  with  refpeft 
**  to  the  fituation  of  our  houfe ;  receive  tny  embraces ;  I  have 
^*  no  other  pleafure  in  reigning  but  to  tranfmit  to  you  a 
•*  crown  >yorthy  of  your  virtues,-  You  will  make  them  one 
*^  day  fhine  upon  the  throne ;  hand  them  down  to  the  lateft 
**  pofterity  of  yourdefcendants.  It  is  thus  that,  after  plunging 
*«  me  into  affiidion  by  your  diforder,  you  will  give  me  the 
<«*  livelieft  joy.  Live ;  love  Qie  as  1  love  you  ;  I  have  nothing 
^  more  to  wifti  for. 

^*  From  my  camp  at  Littau." 

Extraif  of  the  Correfpondence  between  the  King  of  Prujfta  and 
General  De  la  Motte  Bouquet. 

The  king  fent  him,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1758,  an  ex- 
cellent memoir,  intitled,  Reflexions  onfome  Changes  to  be  in'* 
iroduced  in  the  Art  of  making  War ;  to  which  he  added  the 
following  letter  and  a  pecuniary  prefent. 

*'  I  tranfmit  to  you,  my  dear  friend,  the  widow's  mite. 
'*  Receive  it  with  as  good  a  heart  ^s  that  with  which  I  fend 
**  it.  I  annex,  alfo,  fome  refleflions,  which  are  the  fruit  I 
^  gathered  in  my  laft  compaign.  From  appearances,  the 
♦'  winter  quarters  will  be  quiet.  The  enemy  makes  no 
*^  (hew  of  wifhing  to  trouble  us.  I  do  not  think  the  fame 
**  with  refpeft  to  prince  Ferdinand.  But  let  us  leave  the 
**  future  under  the  veil  with  which  Providence  has  thought 
''  proper  to  conceal  it,  and  fpeak  of  the  prefent.  Be  perfua- 
'<  ded  of  the  friendfhip  and  efteem  I  fliall  retain  for  you  to 
♦*  the  end  of  my  life.    Adieu* 

'*  Fredbrick." 
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S^fW  heturfrom  the  King  to  G^niral  Fvuquet*  . , 

«*  Brcflaw,  9  January,  IJS^* , 
«M  am  not  fo  rich  as  you  imagine,  my,de^r  friend ;  bu^ 
»*  by  dint  of  induflry  and  refource),  I  have. found  ray  fuRpjie^ 
•^  for  the  next  compaign,  fa  that  every  thing  will  be  exaftlj^ 
*•  paid  from  hence  ta  the  end  of  February.  J  have  fh^r^  wjth 
«'  you  and  two  other  friends  what  remained  at  my  difpof^U 
*'  you  fhould  compare  me,  therefore,  to  the  poor  Irus  rather, 
**  than  to  the  opulent  Croefus.  I  thank  you  for  your  ^<t 
**  fwer  10  the  mii.ary  reflexions  I  fent  you.  I  tb^nk  witb 
*'  you ;  but,  we  muft  not  let  a  wore)  of  all  this  efcape.us^  The. 
**  Turks  are  growing  adive  i  they  will  not  long  remain  with» 
*'  their  arms  acrofs.  The  king  of  Spain  is  dying.  Hfff^V^ 
•'  employment  for  the  cowardly  confpirators  who  are  la-^ 
'*  bouring  to  ruin  me.  If  thei'*people  without  hats  turn 
'^  againft  the  barbarians  (the  RuiSans),  all  that  tribe  will 
f'  difappear,  and  Sweden  confequently  give  up  the  games  it 
•*  they  point  towards  our  infolent  neighbours,  they  will  not 
^'  be  able  vigoroufly  to  oppofe  me  and  the  circumcifed  at 
*'  the  fame  time ;  and,  befides  all  this,  (hould  the  king  of 
**  Spain  die,  war  will  foon  be  lighted  up  in  Italy,  and  our 
*^  foolifti  and  mad  countrymen  muft  quarrel  with  their  info- 
*'  lent  and  haughty  tyrants.  All  this  prevents  me,  at  pre- 
*'  fent,  from  forming  a  plan  of  operations.  Time  will  re- 
*<  veal  what  is  to  happen  5  we  muft  fee  the  meafures  our  ene- 
'*  mies  will  take,  and  then  look  to  what  is  necefTary  to  b6 
*«  done.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ;  I  wiftiyou  health  and  prof- 
'*  perity  this  new  year.  I  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart, 
''  afluring  you  of  my  tendcrnefs  and  efteem,  which  will  fi» 
**  nilh  only  with  my  life.'* 

Third  l^eiUr  U  ihifamt. 

."  Polkain,  3d  — — ,  1759* 
^  **  An  idea  has  occurred  to  me,  which  I  will  communicate 
**  to  you  juft  gs  it  originated  in  my  brsiin,  to  fee  if  there  be 

♦*  me^f 
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4'  means  of  carrying  it  into  execution*  H^^  it  k*  Yon 
v  obferve  the  number  of  enemies  which  J  h^ye  upon  tpnf 
.**  teindsyand  the  forces  they  arc  collcding.  They  4c£er  at^ 
**  tacking  me,  probably  bec^afe  th&  feafon  is  not  fufi&dem]]| 
^'  advanced.  This  give^  metbedefire,  if  it  be  poffiblct^of 
U  4en^ing.tbeHr  projeAs,  either  on  one  fide  or  the  other* 
^'  In  trMth,  I  can  dof  nothing  here,  but  drive  fome  of  them 
*f  from  their  pofts  Co  a  certain  diftance,  yet  nofdeftroy  theis 
'*  magazines.  This  lias  given  me  an  idea  of  ading  in.  Uppcf 
**  Silefia,  and  of^-uining  their  magazines  of  Troppau  and 
^*  of  HofF,  I  beg  you  to  give  me  your  opinion.  You  have 
**  15  battalions ;  to  thenr  l#iiii}d  add  fix  or  feven  regiihents 
'*.of  cavalry.  Give  me  your  opinion;  for,  I  have  no 
^  particular  infortnatjon  of  the  Auftrians  on  your  fide. 
*^  Could  this  beieSe£led9  we  ihould  gain  two  or  three  months 
'*  repoie  in  that  quarter,  which  would  be  a  great  matter,  an4 
'« we  Aould  revenge  certain  efforts  which  I  hfive  ftill  at 
**  heart*  Your  anfwer  will  determine  my  refolution,  which 
*'  may  be  vtryfpeedy..  Adieu,  my  dear  frtepd;  I  embrace 
**  you,    . 

"  Fourth  Letter  from  the  King  to  the  fame » 

i  *<  Buntzlau,  3d  April. 

*'  I  have  taken,  my  dear  friend,  all  the  arrangements  you 
••  propofe  to  me.  Ramin  will  be  in  the  afternoon  at  Warta, 
'*  and  general  Seidlitz,  with  five  regiments  of  cavalry,  in  the 
*'  environs  of  Frankenftein,  from  whence  he  will  write  you, 
**  and  by  which  place  we  iball  be  able  to  get  all  the  news  of 
"  what  is  paiBng.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  attempt 
**  any  thing  on  the  fide  of  Landfhout,  unlefs  I  weaken  myfe)^ 
«^  too  much.  To  fay  the  truth,  the  feafon  is  too  little  advan* 
««-ced  for  afling  :  but,  if  1  can  only  nowfucceed  in  getting 
V  the  ftart  of  the  enemy  in  bis  proje^,  it  will  be  fomuch 

**  gaine4. 


^  gained*  It  remains  to  be  fecn  how  we  fliall  extricate  ohm. 
^*  fehres.  The  French,  the  Auftrians,  and  the  troops  of  cbr 
^  empire,  haife  been  driren  from  Franconia;  prince  Fer«4 
^  Anand  will  pa(h  them  briikly*  This  will  tranquillize 
<*  tfs  for  omr  ri^ht ;  we  ihall  fee  how  the  left  will  ac^!( 
^  Hfelf.  We  muft  be  very  alert,  and  compafs  our  move*. 
^  ments,  to  avoid  being  anticipated  and  difcoveied  inoppor* 
^  tupiely.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend  j  I  embrace  you*  \Vlie4 
^  win  this  life  of  a  dog  finiih  ? 

Fs/ik  L4iir. 

«« 6  April. 
*<  You  give  me  a  Nmrum  anfwer,  my  dear  friend.  I  alk 
**  you  whether  any  thing  is  to  be  done  on  your  fide,  and  you 
*'*  refer  me  to  an  expedition  towards  Trautenau,  where,  molt 
^certainty,  no  confiderable  exploits  are. to  be  achieved. 
*^  Well,  then,  when  I  have  driven  them  from  thence,  wb^t 
^  iball  I  gain  by  it  ?  Where  ihall  I  find  fubAftence  ?  That 
^  country  is  eaten  up,  and  there  is  no  foraging  there  y^t. 
••  How  are  we  16  live,  how  receive  ftraw,  oats,  hay,  and  all 
**  the  devils,  by  thcfc  curfcd  mountains  ?  Therc*s  the  rub, 
•^  You  will  oblige  me  by  rcfolving  this  diffici^lty.  Adieu, 
••  my  dear  friend  ^  I  embrace  you. 

*<  Frederjci;/' 

Sixth  Letter. 

«*  &  April. 
«*  1  have  received  your  anfwer,  my  dear  friend.  I  agree 
«» with  you  that  the  expedition  is  difficult  and  uncertain ; 
*^  bur,  on  the  other  hand,  I  find  it  fo  neceffary  that  I  can* 
<<  not  negkiSt  it.  It  muft  be  undertaken  to  prevent  theene- 
•»  my  from  calling  the  rope  about  our  own  necks«  I  will 
^^  furnifh  you  with  five  battalions  and  the  neceilary  artillery, 
•*  as  well  as  pontons.     At  Wcndeffen  you  will  point  out 
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^  tvtry  thihg  you  Want.  You  muft  take  die  regiment  nf 
^  Bornftedt,  Mofel,  and  Brunfwick,  and  all  the  rabblewttii 
^*  you.  I  have  five  regiments  of  cavalry  ready,  but  which 
**  you  can  only  employ  in  paffing  the  Oppa,  and  in  blocking 
f  ^  Troppau  and  Ja^perndorf,  and  which  you  muft  not  tak^ 
M  with  you  on  the  fide  of  the  Mora^  where  you  could  mak€ 
f*  lio  ufe  of  them.  Treflcow  may  alfo  be  included  ii|  thia 
M  expedition,  more  efpecially  as  it  will  ferve  to  cover  his 
*<  fortrefs.  As  foon  as  I  fhall  have  your  anfwer  from  Wen«- 
**deiren,  I  will  put  every  thing  in  motioqi  ^dtbemon^ent 
f  f  your  corps  fhall  be  afTembled,  you  have  nothing  to  4o  but 
f  <  to  begin  your  operations ;  for,  I  will  tell  you  further,  that^ 
«<  when  this  is  finiihed,  I  ihall  recall  the  regiments  as  well  as 
^  the  cannon  I  have  lent  you,  to  attempt  the  fame  thing  from 
f<  6ence  on  Nachod.  You  have  259OOO  xntn  over  againft 
ffyou  :  we  have  ne^Iy  the  fame  number :  if  we  can  drivtt 
f  ^  off  thefe  and  their  dragoon9»  Daun  will  be  obliged  to  alter 
<<  his  whole  plan.  This  is  our  objefi;  befide9  that  on  what-* 
f  <  ever  fide  he  ihall  then  turn  himfelf,  I  ihall  be  able  to  fbU 
^^  low  him,  which  I  could  not  do  at  prefent  without  aban* 
f<  doning  all  Silefia.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Make  all 
^  your  arrangements ;  give  me  a  fpeedy  anfwer  $  and  as  foe 
4<  what  concerns  me,  I  will  equally  ferve  you  with  the 
t^  greateft  vigiUncf «    I  enjbroce  you* 

SiViiUh  Litter^ 

^*  Landihout,  22  ApriL 

<^  }  muft  make  you  mafter,  my  dear  friend,  of  our  prefent 

5<  fituation.    My  brother  Henry  has  driven  the  enemy  before 

<<  him  ;  he  has  taken  vaft  Auftrian  magazines,.  &c»    This 

<<  has  fo  deranged  the  Pope's  holy  geqeral  *,  that  he  has  de^ 

^  Marihal  Daun  it  often  defignated  by  the  king  the  Pofi^i  holj  gmertd^ 
thi  man  nmtbthe  papal  bat,  the  blejfed  criatun,  &c.  on  account  of  the 
)att  and  fword  given  him  by  Clement  XIII, 

<^ttched 


^'tadicd  Kbrfch  with  i6  battalions  towards  Ltutni€rk« 
^  Mf  brother  is  now  going  to  march  againft  thr  troops  of 
**  tbt  circles  towards  Bamberg ;  and  as  for  us»  though  mj 
**  pofition  does  not  allow  me  to  do  great  things,  I  belien 
^  that»  every  point  well  confidered,  we  may  pebbly  make 
<<  an  excurfion,  and  drive  the  Auftrtans  from  Nachod  and 
<<  Braunau.  '  Tell  me,  I  beg  of  you,  what  you  think  of  it| 
<*  and,  if  you  are  of  my  opinion,  yoii  muft,  my  dear  friendi 
•*  fecond  me  in  this  enterprize,  in  which  I  can  principally 
*<  employ  no  perfon  but  you.  Send  a  fpeedy  anfwer.  Adieu. 

*<  Fk£obrick.^ 

fiigbtbLtiUr. 

*^  Landfhoat,  %%  April. 
<*  I  have  received  your  anfwer,  my  dear  friend.     Since  I 
^  wrote  to  you,  things  have  changed;   Beck,  who  was  st 
^  Bergitss  and  Braunau,  has  marched  in  hafte  with  his  corps 
*<  towards  Prague,  fo*  that  there  are  but  few  troops  in  thefe 
•*  vicinities.     Notwithftanding,  if  we  turn  Braunaii,  Politz, 
^<  and  Nachod,  we  fhall  oblige  Laudohn  to  make  coniiderable 
•*  movements,  and  perhaps  throw  him  entirely  behind  us; 
♦*  after  which,  we  may  return  at  pleafure.     If  you  bring  mc 
w  three  battalions,  •  two   from  Mofel,   and  another,  thefe 
**  will  be  as  many  as  wc  want.     I  have  four  at  Frankenfteioi 
♦*  four  at  Warta,  Arnheim,  and  Glat^.     This  is  all  that  will 
•'  be  neceflary  with  Lc  Noble.     The  regiment  of  dragoosi 
**  of  Wirtemberg,  and  five  fquadrons  of  Moehring,  may 
"  join  us.     At  prefcnt  it  is  impoflible  to  pafs  by  the  roads  of 
<<  Gerfdorf  and  Tanhaufen,  but  in  fevcn  or  eight  days  (hey 
**  will  be  better.     I  am  of  opinion,  then,  that,  if  you  fcnJ 
•^  two  battalions  againft  Braunau,  whilft  we  are  marching  by  ' 
*' St.  John's,    (that  will  be  fufficient  to  drive  a  thoufand 
**  Pandours,)  and  you  proceed  direftly  forwards  to  Nacbod, 
^<  the  battalions  of  Braunau  will  then   turn   the  poft  of 
<<  Bergitz,  and  may  advance  as  fax  as  Polits.     Thb  will 

«« procure 
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K<  procure  us  prifoners^  and  draw  the  attention  of  the  entinf 
^  to  thofe  parts,  whilft  my  brother  is  beating  the  troops  of 
f *  the  empire.  We  have  taken  and  deftrojed  in  Bohs^iu 
**  magazines  of  every  kind,  to  furnifh,  for  feven  moncbs»  an 
V  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men.  Treflcow  may  replace  yoi 
f*  during  your  expedition,  which  being  done,  we  ihail  keep 
<<  quiet  in  expectation  of  the  event.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend  | 
**  I  embrace  you. 

••  Frederick.'* 

v.  S.  «  YourartiDery  muft  confift  of  thirty  la-pounders 
^  and  two  howitzes  :  there  are  ftill  10  howitzes  at  Glatz* 
^*  Give  diredions  for  the  conveyance  of  fome  of  them  to 
^^  Neifle,that  you  may  have  them  whhin  your  reach  in  cale 
«  of  need.*' 

Nintb  Letar. 

<<  My  dear  general,  I  learnt,  from  your  report  of  the  ntYt^ 
^*  that  Deville's  oorps  has  marched  forward  i  you  have  done 
^*  well  in  tetirii^  to  Neuftadt.  From  ail  appearances  thert 
^  will  be  foaethiog  to  be  done  on  that  fide*  I  eonfider  it  z% 
^  my  duty  to  attcmpc,  at  leaft,  poffibilitres;  and,  whatever 
^  may  be  (aid  refpeding  the  degree  of  fortune  that  enfurefH 
**  feccrisy  the  attemp:  muft,  neverchelefs^  be  made.  I  Oiafl 
*•  tdl  yo«,  then,  what  is  my  defign.  Befides  the  four  hatfsf- 
^«  lioB*  you  bare  -with  you,  I  will  join  you  with  fix  more, 
^.csdufivc  of  die  addition  of  two  batfaiions  from  Nei/fe, 
^  After  thai,  we  will  fall  upon  them  to  try  our  fortun^^ 
^  and  at  leaft  drive  them  back  into  the  mountains.  The 
**<  S^lh  0f  this  month  the  wb(^  may  be  arrived  at  Neifie^  and 
«•  I  Witt  be  with  you  on  the  20tb,  ace.** 

TiHth  Litter. 

«  Neifle,  7  in  the  evening.^ 
^  I  kifc  not  received  your  anf  atst  to  my  lencr.    I  marcfs 
•*  to-morrow,  with  roy  whole  aroo^  -,  I  fhall  be  with  you, 

**  my 


«<  thy  deair  friend^  at  b&]f  paft  fire.  Let  no  regimelit  gb  6tJt^ 
0*  neither  mention  that  I  am  with  you.  I  fhall  fo  chuft 
**  my  camp  as  to  conceal  it  from  the  enemy,  and  we  will 
«(  fettle  all  we  have  to  do  for  thfc  ift  of  May*  I  am  of  opi- 
<<  nion  that  it  would  prove- beft  to  march  againft  LeffcH 
«^with  the  whole  bodyy  to  turn  the  enemy  and  take  him 
«<  in  flank»  &c.'' 

EUMUh  Letter, 

"3d  of  June,  1739. 
**  From  the  news  t  have,  my  dear  friend,  and  every  thing 
<^  I  can  colled  of  the  plan  of  my  enemies,  they  are  about  to 
<<  open  the  campaign.  What  D'O  writes  to  me  to-day, 
^  and  which  he  will,  doub'tlefs,  have  communicated  to  you, 
^*  likewife,  confirms  it,  infomuch  that  I  am  calling  in  Seid- 
<<  litz.  Platen,  and  Sidow.  As  for  you,  (hould  it  happen, 
<*  as  it  apparently  will,  that  Daun  pays«ie  a  vifit,  and  ihat 
^<  Beck,  and  perhaps  Laudohn,  may  attempt  to  penetrate  bj 
<^  Friedland,  I  abandon  them  to  you.  In  that  cafe,  yon 
•«  muft  draw  Ramin  to  you,  and,  forming  a  junAion  with 
^'  Bulow,  take  thefe  enemies  in  ilank,  in  the  rear,  and  in 
««  every  way,  to  drive  them  back  into  Bohemia.  That  being 
«« done,  Dcville,  Harfch,  and  Jahnus,  will  not  fhew  their 
^<  faces,  but  retire  into  the  mountains  without  ftriking  a  blow. 
<<  I  begin  to  perfuade  myfelf  that  things  will  take  this  turn. 
*^  The  Ruffians  are  in  motion,  and  there  is  not  an  opportu- 
•«  nity  to  temporize.  As  for  Daun,  he  muft  fet  the  machiik 
*«  in  motion  ;  accordingly,  to  take  Silefia,  he  muft  run  fome 
««  ri(k.  Every  thing  announces  it.  Deville  is  obliged  to 
<<  detach  four  regiments  into  Bohemia  ;  a  certain  proof  that 
«*  the  great  blow  is  to  be  ftricken  upon  that  fide.  With  all 
*«  my  heart.  I  accept  the  omen.  As  foon  as  I  have  news 
*«  I  will  communicate  it,  and  dircft  you  at  the  fame  time  how 
«« to  proceed,'* 

Twelfth 
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^  Rctchbcniifiiiaorf;  5tli  of  Juiie,  17594 

^*  I  have  received  yoor  report  of  the  4th  of  chis  moodu 

*^  Yoa  ni2j  leave  Le  Noble's  battalion  at  Warta.    But  tbef 

-  <<  muft  be  very  alat  in  the  abfence  <rf  the  others*    Should 

<<  they  prove  too  clofdj  prefled,  thcjr  may  always  throir 

*^  themfclves  intoGLuz.    A%  toyoor  battalions,  ay  to  file 

<<  off  imperccptiUy  (bnie  pan  of  them  towards  Reichenbach^ 

^  were  it  only  a  brigade  of  infantry,  to  have  a  corps  in  rea- 

<*  dineis  to  join  Bidow.   Yon  niay«  likewife,  fiend  caaooa 

^  there  ;  diis  wiU  be  fo  moch  pined.    I  imagine  thecncmy 

.  '<  will  romiBmcc  their  opcrarions  in  three  or  four  days* 

««  You  might  a!fb  fiend  the  free  baifalioa  of  LoderiCEdi'. 
^^  redly  to  Bnlow  to  join  him.  He  may  employ  them  ad« 
^^  vandgeonfly  in  diefe  moontains  ;  and  I  have  Ofdercdlien* 
*<  tenant-general  TrefLx^  to  fead  yoa  the  grenadier  hal« 
^^  talioo  of  Rothen* 

<<  Four  hattzlsofts,  at  IcJt^  and  the  huflars  of  Gerfdorf  ani 
^  Luderitz,  mail  jcmq  Buicfw^  to-morrow,  in  his  poft  of 
^  Koningiberg;2ci  yoOyalfoyWc!!  oonunue  to  file  off  troops 
<<  towards  R^hcnbaciiy  five  battalions,  for  example,  and 
'*  the  regiment  of  Sarckh^  lo  that  the  vHiole  may  be  ready 
«<  to  join  Bulow  as  :00a  as  pofEUe.  Conceal  their  marck 
^  from  the  enemy,  upon  which  occafion  you  moft  difplay  all 
«  your  Cci!L  Thingi  w:!!  hapsen  then  nearly  as  follows  : 
•OVhen  Daun  move^,  a  large  bcdy  will  fall  on  me  ^  that  is 
«•  my  afiair.  Another  cclamn  will  penetrate  by  Fr;ed!and, 
**  to  enter  that  country,  aad  Beck  will  march  towards 
««  Tanbanf^,  to  aaufe  the  corps  which  I  have  ftatloned  ia 
*«  that  quarter.  Another  body  wi;!  penetrate  izzo  youc 
*<  country,  for  tac  p-jrpofe  of  drs^^lug  you  thiOxer.  De^HIc 
«  will  paf*  the  Neffie  to  ffop  r  -  ^«  ^^  ^^-  ^""^  ^""^^^ 
«<  not  this  circoaSaace  to  -r.birrafi  yoa.  Mrct  Bulow^ 
^  «*  and,  when  jorati,  yoa  msft  oiarc:  agi!n£  the  enemy's 
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^tt  t     t    *     ft        O    f      ' 

^  lumn,  cither  at  Tanbtufeo,  Gottdfberg,  or  towards  Val- 
*^  lenbourg.     The  chart  of  thcfe  countries  will  be  iiniihed 
**  this  evening)  and  I  will  immediately  fend  it  ydu*     Call 
**  in  tnajor  Hauchwitz  ;  Rathin  might  alfo  take  poll  at  Sil- 
•*  berberg,  to  be  more  within  reach  of  Trelkow.  In  a  word^ 
^  we  muft  not  permit  any  eireumftance  to  draw  off  our  at- 
**  tention,  but,  on  the  contrary^  we  muft  fist  it  Upon  thi^ 
^  principal  projeA  of  the  eneitiy,  ^hd  endeavour  to  counter-^ 
^  aA  it,  when  Deville  and  all  his  people  will  inft^ntly  fl^ 
^  of  themfefves.    My  poor  old  friend  general  ^alkftein  haL^ 
•*  juft  expired* 

«  FREfiERlCR.**^ . 

Thirtitnth  Letfif4, 

•*  Reicbhennerfdorfy  6th  of  June,  1 759, 
••  1  have  received  your  two  reports  of  the  5th  of  this 
^  month,  and,  in  general,  approve  the  meafures  you  have 
'^  taken.  Should  the  enemy  make  an  efTort,  you  muft  col- 
^^  led  all  your  troops,  and  the  thirteen  battalions  you  fiill 
^^  have,  and  what  are  with  Bulow ;  becaufe,  if  you  are  to* 
••  gethcr,  you  will  furely  be  in  a  condition  to  fall  on  one  of 
*^  the  Auftrian  columns,  and  harrafs  it)  but,  if  feparate^ 
*«  you  will  be  able  to  effect  nothing,  and  all  your  efforts 
•'  will  prove  feeble.  The  Ruffians  will  not  be  able  to  enter 
•«  Silefia  till  towards  the  12th,  i3th,  or  14th  of  this  month. 
**  Daun  means  to  a£t  at  the  fame  time*  As  yet  he  has  not 
*^  made  the  fmallefl:  movement ;  not  even  a  patrole  kss 
•*  paffed  the  frontiers.  His  right  was  yefterday  at  ZaromirZ) 
•*  and  his  left  at  Schurtz#  I  wait  for  the  intelligence  of  his 
**  firft  movement,  to  judge  what  may  be  his  real  defign,  and 
•*  to  fend  you  pofitive  orders  for  thofe  you  are  to  make.  Un- 
^*  til  he  ftirs  1  cannot  give  you  precife  diredJions.  But  wc 
♦*  muft  have  a  little  more  patience  j  and  you  will  do  well  to 
*•  circulate,  fometimes,that  I  am  marching  towards  you  with 
^*  a  bod^  of  infantry,  and  that  we  {hall  pafs  the  NeifTe  at 

*'  Camen2| 
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*' Gzmf^PfL^  Qr  ^^tPj^tfqfiko^,,  qrrijpvhecc  you  ^ill,\tp  attack 
'^^  P^evij^  ,in  bis  ^^fpp  at  Camnite;  ^'foi^etjq;^es  j^u^m^ 
.*'yfp^c^d  a  .report  tl^it  you  arc  ..going  to  take  pp^  towar4« 
.^*  .Glat^,  and  thus  s^Iarcn  ,f)iem  on  .e^ery  .fiiJie.     Yqu  may 
^Sdnaw,  their  4<tcptiqnlikfiwifc  to  the^fide-qf  Silb^rb^rgj.aa 
.<«  |f  there  lAjas  .an  ifttcniiott  pf  q^rcjhing  tuYf^fds  .l^ejiupdfi. 
[^^' J^t  it  .be.gi\(ea  out  Upo,  that.ypu  jciPepl)l}ged:tp  aflA/2(nce 
*'  on  the  fijie  of  ^rt(lii,yrj  to  OQpofe-the  Rji^a(\s  .v|t^  are 
«*  making  incurfions  ;  and  all  this  toamufe  and  deceive  their 
•*  in  every  poffible  way.     We  are  .on  the  eve  of  the  event ; 
.  •*  fwe  or  fix  days  moi^e,  and  the  -enemy's  defigns  vi'ill  be  no 
,  **  liOPg^r  a,myftery.     fiut-wvhen  jh^^e  fjjall  be  .ajikeljibood 
'«*,of  effefting  fottvething,  for. the  love  pfHeavcnido  npt.fcod 
*<  out  detachments,  but  aft  wijh  all  your  uplteji- forces  ;    I 
.**  mean -tV^uh  twenty-one  battalions  of  infiiptry,  tj)e  free 
^*  .battalion  of  l»uderitz,   fiye-and- twenty  fq^y^^d^ous  of  ciii- 
*^  f^ffiers. and.  dragoons,  .apd  lixr^en  fquadrons  of.byHiiii* 
«*  Y«Hi  are  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  my  ivieas.     It  ii 
•*  impoflible  to  tell  you  every  thing  that  may  happen;   but 
*«.as  foon  as  ihecnemy^make  a  movement,  which  will  have 
*«^iven  me  further  infighc  into  their  defign,  1  fl\all  be  able  to 
«*^ive  you  more  precJfe  inftrufiions.     Should  the  bulk  of 
*^  the  enemy's  army  poft  themfelves  againft  me,  you  will  be 
*\well  able  to  refift  a  detachment,  provided  you  have  always 
^^  nine  days  brejad  with  you.     In  cafe  of  neceiSty,  .the  qi« 
«*  Valry  muft  forage.     But  fhould  the  enemy  only  make  a 
^^feir)t  on  this  fide,  :and.I  difcover  that  their  main  body  is 
•*  ftationed  on  the.  fide  of  Friedland,  I  will  immediately  march 
**  there,  not  to.difpute  the  paflage,  but  to  cut  him  ofFfrpm 
•r.Bphpmia.     This  will  pblige  him  either  to  come  and  attack 
^*  me  in  a  poft  ^infavourable  for  him,  or  to  gain  the  plain^and 
•  «*join.a8  foon  as  ppffibJeDevillc's  corps,  to  procure  bread, 
•'  In  the  former  cafe,  if  ypu  keep  on  a  parallel  with  him,  at 
«*-a  certain  diflance,  ypu  will  always  be  able  to  take  him  in 
**,4a»k,  or  in  the  rear,  whilft  we  (hall  be  engaged} ,  and,  in 
-YpL.  I.  LI  *  "the 
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•'  the  fbcond  cafe,  you  muft  continue  to  bafrafs  him,  fo  as 
^*  to  tting  on  an  advantageous  (kirtnifli  with  hrs  rkar  guard 
*'  at  the  opening  of  the  mountains,  on  the  fide  of  Reicben- 
*•  bach.  You  may  encumber  the  road  likewifc  from  Silbcr- 
*^  berg  to  Neurode,  by  having  thorns  ftrewn  on  it,  and  ren- 
*^  dering  it  abfolutely  impaflable  for  carriages  and  his  artil- 
**  lery  (without  which  you  know  he  never  marches),  ihould 
'<  he  be  inclined  t«  pafs  a  column  on  that  fide,  &c." 

Fpurtiintb  Letter* 

'  «*  Reichhennerfdorf,  June  9, 1759. 

^*  You  will  have  heard  that  Deville*s  fourteen  battalions 
^  have  marched  from  Senffrenberg  to  Jaromirs  j  you  will 
'^  know  likewife  that  five  battalions  of  Pahdours  have  left 
•'  Beck's  corps  to  join  the  grand  army.  All  thft,  iny  dear 
*♦  friend,  throws  light  on  the  projed  fomed  by  the  man  with 

IP  the  papal  hat.  I  perceive  that  his  whole  forces  point  to- 
*'  wards  Trautcnau,  and  that,  confequently,  he  will  come 
*«  here,  and  attack  me  in  my  fort.  The  following  is  my 
"  mode  of  reafoning,  fliould  this  be  confirmed  :— firft,  that 
•^  you  take  your  arrangements  to  join  Bulow  on  the  very 
**  firft  fignal.  1  conclude,  therefore,  that,  if  all  the  enemy's 
'*  forces  direfl  their  courfe  here,  it  will  be  proper  fpr  you  to 
*'  march  with  your  whole  corps  from  Friedland  to  Griflau, 
*'  and  fupport  my  left.  This  done,  and  the  enemy  having 
'*  beenfeverely  rcpulfed,  you  can  drive  from  Silcfia  the  reft 
*'  of  the  troops  who  may  incommode  us.  The  firft  fignal 
'*  will  be,  March  to  Tanhaufen ;  the  fecond,  Detach,  in  the 
•^  firft  place,  the  nine  battalions  there,  to  Griflau,  and  follow 
"  them  as  foon  as  you  can.  But,  fliould  it  happen,  that  an 
*'  enemy's  column  tries  to  penetrate  by  Friedland,  I  ftill  ad- 
«•  here  to  the  ideas  which  I  have  already  explained  to  you  in 
''my  preceding' letter.  I  fend  you,  by  way  of  precaution, 
*'  the  itineraries,  in  two  columns,  to  fcrve  you  in  cafe  of 

^  **  need,  fuppofing  that  Daun  fhould  come  here  with  all  his 

**  forces. 
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^*  ibrces)  and  you  ihould  join  me;  In  that  cafe,  you  may 
*^  taice  your  ckmp  on  the  heigHts  of  Anna,  behind  Griflau,' 
•*  tbc  abbey  iii  ydur  front,  your  face  towards  Scoenberg^ 
**  the  village  of  NeQnc  at  the  foot  of  yoiir  left,  Zider  be* 
*«  low  jroiir  right,  &c.'' 

Fifttmtb  Letter. 

**  Rcichhennerfdorf,  Jiifte  agii  i759. 
*•  1^ he  eiiediy  marched  yefterday.  The  grand  army  H 
^  gone  to  Jung  Buntzl^u,  Laudohn  is  encamped  at  Prauf* 
*<  Uttz,  Beck  hiuft  be  at  a  place  called  Horsitz,  gener^ll 
'^  Harfch  is  marched  to  Jaromirs,  their  bakehoufe  is  re- 
^*  moved  to  Teufchbrod.  I  owii  to  you  that  I  am  pu2- 
**  zied  t6  accouht  fof  all  this.  In  the  mean  time,  you  miy 
<*  fend  #vO  hundred  dragoons^  and  as  many  huflars,  to 
^*  Glatz,  to  get  a  furth^sr  e^cplanation  of  what  this  means. 
*'  To-morrow  I  (hall  piifli  forward  an  advanced  guard  ntar 
**  TriUtenaui  to  get  information  of  what  is  puffing,  and  to 
**  endeavour  tb  ke^p  them  in  check,  as  long  as  this  lafts; 
*'  Dohria  has  marched  againft  the  RufiBans,  who,  about 
•*  36|boo  ftrong,  are  divided  into  thrce.corps.  Dohna  marj. 
^'  ches  againft  the  middle  corps  at  Nackal,  and  as  his  ope- 
**  ration  feems  to  me  Infallible,  I  announce  to  you  good 
*'  news  from  him  before-hand.  I  have  juft  taken  Schatz*- 
*'  lar.  Where  we  have  made  a  captain  of  cavalry,  thiip 
'*  huflars,  a  few  officers,  and  about  a  hundred  Pandours,  &ca 
*'  piifoncrs/* 

Sixteenth  Letter^ 

**  July  2^  i1S9* 

«*  You  muft  not  fo  foon  lofe  your  patience,  my  de* 

^friend.      Daun's  enterprizes  have  been  combined  with 

**  what  the  Ruffians  are  to  do.     Now,  I  ftiould  conceive! 

«^  that  Dohna  will  have  overthrown  One  of  thofc  corps  ycf: 

1^  tttday»    Of  this  L  cannot  obtain  information  before  thd 
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i'  ■[   . .'   y  ...  » ,.1 

•/  2d  or  3d.      This  entirely  deranges  faun's  great  ptan  j 

•*  he  marches  towards  Rekhenberg.      Janus  is  at  P/m^" 

*'  niiz,  Harfch  at  Jaromirs,  'and  Beck  at  bkalitz.     I  have 

*'  fent  Seidlitz  to  Lahn  ;  the  enemy  will  take  the  Mark- 

«»  Lifla  road.     I   have  two  leading  points  to  'otferve  ;    the 

«*  one,  to  cover  Landfliout ;  the  other  to  prevent  my  being 

**  cut  off  from  Glatz.     This  is  what  occupies  me  at  pre- 

•«  fent.    It  is  very  difficult ;    but  neither  more. nor  lefs  mud 

•  ^.y-.  .*UIJ' 

**  abfolutely  be  performed.     The  cannon  of  the  town  are 
<' only  field-pieces*    Adieu,  &c.  ^  ^. 

♦<  FiikdeVick.'^ 

Sivenfeentb  Litter. 

♦♦'Jbljriu 

-  /*  You  want,  my  dear  friend,  to  draw  the  enemy  into  ^ 
••fiiarej  but  you  will  deceive  yourfelf;  they  will  nQt  at- 
*•  tack  you,  but  wHh  to  furrpund  you  on  every  fide^,  Vou 
*"  muft  carry  a  point  againft  them  ;  and  the  very  firft  op- 
•*  portunity  fall  upon  the  body  of  fome  iil-pofted  trgop,  and 
*♦  annoy  it  exceedingly.  I  am  affured,  to-day,  that  Daun  is 
•'  intrenching  himfelf  near  Mark-Lifla.  I  do  hot  know 
*'  why  ;  for,  certainly,  1  have  no  intention  of  attacking  him 
«t  there.  Should  the  enemy  endeavour  to  penetrate  Fried- 
"  land  with  all  their  force?,  march  after  them  \  you  have 
**  the  road  to  Conradfwald  open,  and  the  heights  of  Fried- 
'*  land,  in  the  woods,  as  far  as  Zider.  . .  •  The  Ruffians  cry 
•*  like  children  ;  the  poor  little  things  have  only  forty  thou- 
*'  fand  men,  and  Dohna  (as  they  declare)  hinders  them  from 
•*  ftirring.  It  is  faid  that  Daun  is  going  to  fend,  hy  Lu- 
♦*  fati2t,  a  detachment  to  their  fuccour;  but  they  forget  that 
•'my  brother  is  at  hand,  to  crufli  that  detachment  before  it 
**  arrives.    Adieu.    1  embrace  you,  my  dear  friend. 

"  Fr£DERICK/* 
Eigb'^ 
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I 

EtgbUintb  LHter. 

**  Lmderove,  near  SoraiL  $€pt.  aOth,  1750. 

^•V^X  Vj?^^^^  '^'  twelve  thoufandAuftrians  pafs  him, 
"<  my  friend,  who  have  joined  the  Ruffians  at  Chrifiiandadt. 
.V  T^ejf  talk;  ^f  laying  fiejge.  to  Glogau.     I  atn  marching  full 

*^  m^D,  wl^o  {laye  bejri  twice  beaten.    You  undcrftand  me. 

•'  \  flfitl*?f  I^P.?^  1^^.^.^.  y,9^^^^»  P^*^  '^  "^^^^  circumftan- 
**  ces-  But,  if  you  can,  fend  me  fomc  affiftance.  They  may 
^*  march  towards  Primeda^.  I  will  not  fuffcr  Glogau  to 
'*  be  befieged  ;  I  will  fooner  come  to  a  battle,  let  what  will 
**  happen.  Suet  were  the  fentiments  of  the  knights-errant 
f«  of  o^;  and  fuch  are  mine/  To-morrow  1  fliall  be  be- 
**  yoDd^fiagan,  the  day  after  near  Glogau.  A  fpeedy  anfwer, 
**  my  friend,  and  let  tlie  fuccour  m^rch  with  hafty  ftriden 
««  Adieu* 

*<  Frederick.'' 

Nineteenth  Letter. 

*«  Bonau,  Sept.  25,  1759. 
<^  I  imagine,  my  dear  friend,  that  the  three  battalions 
**  you  have  fent  me  under  General  Meyer,  as  well  as  the 
*f  iiz  battalions  and  one  hundred  huflars,  dsrtached  to  me  by 
ff  my  brother,  will  join  the  army  to-morrow  mornii^* 
5<  In  th^mean  time,  I  can  tell  you  that  the  enemy  marchei 
5*  yefierday  between  Freyftadt  and  New-Salze*  They  ar- 
*f  rifed.witb  a  great  multitude  of  Cofiacks  at  Beutben  ;  acd 

V  ibe  Auftrians,  with  their  ten  rcg;iments  of  cavalry,  hkt€ 
<5  advanced  oppofite  to  us,  near  a  defile.  As  for  me,  I  oate 
*' taken  poll  near  Bonau,  and  have  pafled  the  c:2^c'ifcidcr 
*f  arms.    Ac  break  o(  izy^  I  reconnoitred  the  enenMr,  zuA 

V  £iw  thctr  gcnerakf  likewife,  on  the  wa:ci^  after  vbick 
**  ihcf  flovrly  returned  to  their  caa^     As  hour  zSicr,  fke 

pitched  their  tents ;  h  tba:  it  u  Te<dlfi%  xu  Ukok 
LI3  ^kr. 
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«<  for  an  atUck  lo-day,  Sbould  tbey  learn  that  I  txpcSt 
•*  fuccoura  to-paorrow,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  th^t 
•<  there  ^  ftill  Icfs  probability  of  any  remarkable  attack. 

f<  f  REpERICK/^ 

««  P.  S.  With  thirty-onc  thou&nd  men,  your  humble  ferr 
f<  vant,  howfoevcr  beaten  and  fcverely  treated,  has  prc- 
*<  vented  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  from  attacking  him,  and 
«« obliged  them  to  fall  back  on  New  Salze.  Wc  have  a 
f  (  good  poft  here,  but  only  a  fingle  line  to  defend  it«  Thp 
<«  fiiccours  will  arriyc  to-morrow. 

Twintiiih  Later. 

^<  Camp  at  Bonau,  Sept.  %b^  ITS9: 

f  *  Ycfterday  was  a  critical  day,  my  friend.  T^c  enemy 
f <  had  raifed  their  catQp  of  Frcyfts^t  the  23d,  and  advanced 
f*  towards  Neufladel:  on  this,  \  immediately  b^gan  my 
**  march,  fo  to  poft  myfcif  as  to  cut  them  off  from  the  paf- 
*«  f^ges  of  Neuftadel  and  Beuthen.  The  whole  army, 
*'  amounting  to  24,000  men,  were  at  their  pofts  at  feven 
**  o'clock  that  evening;  ^and,  in  fad^,  the  enemy  advanced 
**  with  their  whole  force  towards  the  defiles  of  Kcehl  and 
«'  Keltfch.  The  Coffacks  and  huflars,  to  the  number  of 
"  three  thoufand,  had  marched  to  Beuthen,  and  the  25th 
*f  in  the  morning  all  thefe  troops  were  in  motion.  Their 
**  generals  came  to  reconnoitre  us,  and,  apparently,  our  po- 
*«  fition  either  appeared  to  them  too  advantageous,  or  they 
•«  were  not  difpofcd  to  proceed  to  an  attack  ;  for  we  faw 

them  retire  flowly,  and  they  encamped  with  their  left  tq 
<«  Albfchaw,  and  their  right  extending  towards  Kcebl. 
^*  Yefterday  evening,  I  received  advice  that  a  large  body  of 
*^  their  troops  were  palEng  the  Oder,  but,  hitherto,  wq  ftilj 
f*  difcovcr  their  fires.  To-day,  the  remainder  of  my  army 
V  wilj  arrive  here,  and  I  am  waiting  for  news  from  the  ene- 
f  f  my,  to  deterinine  me  refp^ding  the  moft  efficacious  and 

♦fleaft 


i( 
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''  leaft  hazardous  means  of  obliging  thefe  infamous  incen- 
^*  diaries  to  quit  the  country.  I  fufped  that  it  is  their  in- 
'^  tention  to  avoid  a  battle^  which  muft  foon  appear.  In 
**  that  cafe,  it  will  become  a  partizan  war  on  beth  fides  of 
**  the  Oder,  and  we  muft  fortify  our  camp  well,  in  order  to 
**  make  detachments  with  impunity  and  without  rift.  This, 
^  my  dear  friend,  is  our  prefent  fituation.  Now  that  I  have 
**  fome  good  troops,  I  am  afraid  of  nothing.  I  had  detached 
**  the  beft  I  had  to  Saxony.  The  campaign  was  on  the  point 
'*  ofclofing  at  Guben,  and  the  Ruffians  wanted  to  retire*. 
*'  At  this  moment,  what  fhould  arrive  but  this  unludcy  de- 
**  tachment  of  ten  regiments  from  Daun's  anny?  Add  to 
**  this,  fome  treachery,  and  thefe  wretches  determine  on  the 
^*  fiege  of  Glogau.  I  imagine  their  attempt  on  it  has  failed. 
"  Noihing  is  left  now,  but  to  fave  the  flat  country  from 
^  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  menaced.  It  was  but  yefterday 
<'  tdbat  thefe  mifcreants  burnt  two  villages  before  our  ej^z^ 
**  without  our  being  able  to  prevent  them.  In  fine,  I  will 
^*  neg^ed  nothing  ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  every 
**  exertion  in  my  power  fhall  be  made  to  difpatch  this  bu- 
**  finefs  as  foon  as  poffible.  But  this  is  not  fo  eafy  as  may 
"  be  imagined.     Adieui  mjr  dear  friend*  &c. 

'<  Frederick/' 

Twintj-faji  Leitir. 

*«  September  28. 
^  The  barbarians  are  ftill  over  againft  me;  I  am  prop^ 
<«  fing  to  treat  them  as  they  defer  ve.  If  my  defign  fucceecb^ 
<<  they  will  decamp  with  precipitation.  I  own  to  you»  that 
«<  I  burn  with  impatience  to  be  delivered  from  them,  noc  oq 
«<  my  account,  but  for  the  fake  of  die  country  which  they 
**  are  defolating  with  fire  and  fword.  I  will  let  youknoiw 
^  every  thing  that  pafllcs  here. 

LI  4  ''Lit 
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•'  i»tt  mt  Yitxt  from  you,  my  frieVid,  refpcdHifg  yotfrfcl/^  and 
•'  what  is'tranfadlrng  on  the  fide  of  Gorrtiti.  *  Adi«d.  I  cm- 
••  brart  you. 

tiittf  tk)enly-pcdnd. 

«  Zerbau,  3^  Oftdbcr,  fj^q, 
**  1  Kive  ^ecclvfcd  y6ur  report  of  the  2(f,  slnd  fbaJI  now  ex- 
^<  pliin  to  yoii  the  whble  ptojcA  of  Che  enetey.  I^siudohn 
•*  covers  th«f  march  of  thfe  Ruffians.  A^  foon  as  they  hive 
•'  palTcd,  Yit  Will  tcfdft  along  the  ftontlerS  of  Sitcfia,  ^  ht  as 
*'  Oppeln  and  featibor,  to  l^y  fifcge  to  Ncifle,  arid  k  cofps 
•«  wlU  mifch  ^t  the  fame  time  int6  the  province  of  Glatz, 
'«  Whiclt  tvlll  approach  on  the  fide  of  Weldenail,  or  of  Jas- 
*<  gerndorf.  Tb  dcrarigfc  this  prdjcft,  I  fiiall  firft  fend  a 
•*  Corps  of  civairy  td  Coftl,  to  drive  the  Pahdoiirs  from  thence. 
'*  This  cotps  fhaii  be  folloWecJ  by  the  three  battalidiis  j^bu 
^'  Kavi  fent  me,'  dhd  the  fix  I  received  flroth  my  bfothfer.  { 
**  have  thobghU,  likevvife,  of  replacihg  JToixie  of  the  batt!iti6ni 
*'  yoii  have  with  you,  and  the  corps  near  tlirfchberg,  by 
**  another  taken  from  the  remaihdclr  bf  my  arnly.  The 
*<  troops  which  remain  in  the  environs  of  LanJflibut,  will  be 
**  under  the  command  of  major-general  Goltz.  Befides 
**  this,  I  will  give  you  the  command  of  the  corps  in  Upper 
*'  Si{efia;  and  as  for  myfdfj  1  f^all  march  with  about  thir- 
•*  teen  thoufand  men  for  Saxony.  Should  any  of  general 
•f  Harfch's  troops  hereafter  approach  Neiffe,  Goltz  may  4ie? 
«^  tach  more  and  more  towards  Schweidnitz.  But  ^s  for 
*'  you,  you  muft  wait  till  I  give  you  moreprecife  inftruftions, 
•'  Thefc  are  but  my  preliminary  ideas.  My  brother  himfdf 
«'  wrote  me  word  on  the  26th  of  laft  month,  that  general 
**  Wcbla  is  taken  prifoner,  and  his  whole  corps  difperfcd 
«^  near  Hoyerswerda.  Laudohn  has  taken  pott  here  in  thg 
/^  country  of  Ration,  behind  the  WQods,  anil  a  triple  defile. 

^'  ThQ 
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r*  The  Riiffiaiw  arr  fifing^  off  towards  Pobncf .  S?x  tbou& nd 
<*  mcir  whit  part  of  thrfr  ba^ge  have  alrcacfy  entered  it,  and 
^  anotlter  corps  of  their  army  march  this  day^  Baft,  Fean- 
^'  not  yet  determine  how  far  they  will  go.^  'tbk  troops  1 
"  fend  you  into  Sflcfia,  wrU  arrive  in  three  days  near  Breft 
»*  law  5  in  fix,  they  will  be  at  Nelffe;  and  in  ftven,  in  tfhe  en-  [ 
*f  vrronsof  Oppein,  to  deftroy  the  bridge,  and  hinder  the  cnc- 
<'  my  from  paffing.  In  eight  days,  they  will  attack  and  drive 
^'  off.  the  corps  near  Cofef,  the  garrifon  of  which  place  is 
^*  not  ffrong  enough  to  execute  that  bufinefs.  The  detach- 
^'  ments  to  be  made  from  hence  to  Hirfchberg,  fhould  arrive 
*f  there  in  three  days,  to  relieve  the  battalions. 

*'  As  for  'the  reA,  fend  m^  as  foon  ^s  poffible^  a  Ijft  of  the 
''  regiments  and  battalions  under  your  orders.  I  ana  your  af- 
^  fe^onate  king, 

*'  Frederick/' 

^*  This,  my  dear  friend,  is  my  little  reafoning  io  the  pre-* 
^'  fent  circumBances.  The  enemy  are  my  compafs ;  by  their 
^*  movenients  I  muft  fleer.  I  imagine,  that,  to-morrow;  gr 
^*  next  day  at  fartheft,  they  will  take  the  road  to  Polajidj. 
*<  t  {hall  then  inform  you,  po£tiyely,  what  I  intend  to  dp. 
**  But,  however  that  may  be,  prepare  yourfelf  to  take  the 
V  coounand  in  Upper  Silefia  \  I  can  beftow  it  on  no  pcrfp/i 
**  mor^  worthy.  I  Ihall  detach  from  hence  direfily  for  that 
^  country,  about  nine  complete  battalions,  ten  fquadrons  of 
»<  cavalry,  and  ten  of  huflkrs  $  tlien  I  (hall  rdieve  the  whole 
**  poft  of  Hirfchberg  with  my  troops,  and  Goltz,  marching; 
**  toXandfhout,  will  procure  you  a  detachment  of  the  Jame 
*«  force,  which  will  proceed  to  Neiflc,  from  which  you  may 
^*  draw  the  regiment  of  Ramin,  as  foon  as  you  march  for- 
<<  ward ;  Xo  that  you  will  have  eighteen  or  nineteen  hatta- 
*<  lions^  with  twenty  fquadrons  of  my  troops,  befides  the 
f*  cavalry  I  fliall  be  able  to  leave  at  Hirfchberg  and  at  Land- 
•*  fiioutj  for>  1  Ibould  wWh  that  Werner  might  be  of  the 

^*  expedition 
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^<  fxpedition  into  Upper  Silefia,  and  to  replace  htm  I  could 
•<  leave  Ruefcl)  and  Malakoindcy  at  Landfhout.  I  will 
**  then  march  into  Saxony  with  about  thirteen  thou£uid 
^  men.  I  have  thirty-nine  thouiand  here,  and  (ball  bave 
«« left,  therefore,  twenty-fix  thoufand  in  Silefia.  Adieiiymy 
^  dear  friend,  &c. 

«<  Feedmicx." 

Lettir  Twintj'tbird. 

"6ihofOaober. 
'<  I  believe  the  enemy  will  march  to-day,  whicbi  from 
**  appearances,  will  clear  up  our  doubts.     The  Ruffians  will 
*' quit  the  rout  of  Thorn,  *and   the  Auftrians  march  by  I 
'*  Rawitz  along  the  frontier.    In  that  cafe>  the  following  b  I 
«<  my  difpofition.    General  Platen  ihall  march  immediately 
^*  with  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,  ten  fquadrons  of  cui- 
^<  raflSers,  and  the  battalion  of  Bodenbrug.    In  three  days  he 
<(will  be.  near  Breflaw;  reft  the  fourth;  the  fixtb,  he  will 
*<  reach  Lce\Ven;  the  feventh,  we  muft  have  a  detachment  to 
•'  break  the  bridge  at  Oppdn ;  and,  on  the  eighth,  to  break 
••  the  bridge  of  Krappitz,  and  drive  the  Pandours  from  Cofcl. 
**  Eight  battalions  with  twelve  12-pounders,   and  generals 
**  Quels  and  Gablcnz,  (hall  fet  out  the  fame  day;  three 
<*  marches  to  Langen-Ocls  j  a  day's  reft  ;  the  fixth  day,  at 
*«  Nciife  J   the  fame  day,  general  Thiele  marches  with  five 
*^  infantry  battalions ;   general  Meyler  with  a  regiment  of 
•*  dragoons;   general  Malakowfky  with  his  own  regimeriti 
«  and  that  of  Ruefch,  the  two  latter  forming  600  men.  The 
*'  fourth  day,  this  corps  will  be  at  Landfhout  to  relieve  you. 
"  You  may  then  take  five  fquadrons  of  Bareith,  and  Wer- 
"  ncr's  regiment,  except  about  a  fquadron,   and  the  fefen 
"  battalions,  and  arrive,  in  three  days,  at  Neiffe,     You  muft 
**  fend  no  detachment  to  Warta ;  but,  if  you  will  abfolutely 
**  throw  feme  force  into  that  place,  let  it  be  a  free  battalion. 
"  You  may  be  then  in  three  d^ys  with  your  feven  battalions 
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^  at  Nciffi.    Yoa  will  pais  the  river,  and  drive  off  the  corpi 

^ihat  if  at  Neudftadt.    If  Harfch  detaches  for  Upper  Si^ 

'^^  lefia,  let  GoltK  detach,  in  proportion,  for  Neifle.    The 

"  five  battalions  I  fead  will  be  able,  at  all  events,  to  hold 

f*  the  poft  at  Landfhout,  provided  no  perfim  but  Janus  re- 

^  mains  at  Schatelar.     As  foon  as  Platen  fhall  have  expe* 

^  dited  the  gentry  at  Cofel,  you  may  join  him  again  at  Leob- 

^  fchitz  and  Neuftadt,  or  thereabouts.     Laudohn  vrill  repafir 

^«  by  Upper  Silefia ;  it  will  be  to  alEft  him  that  Harfch  will 

'**  detach  to  Lubow,  and. if  they  find  no  troops  oppofed  to 

'  ^  them,  they  may  be  ftrong  enough  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 

^  Cofel,  or  of  Neifie,     I  mufl  add,  that,  if  only  Janus  re-* 

5f  mains  near  Schatzlar,  you  may  make  ufe  of  the  whole  re« 

f*  giment  of  Bareith.     Your  great  objefl  Is  to  get  the  ftart 

f  *  of  Laudohn,  which  is  inevitable,  to  defiroy  his  magazines, 

!  f*  fliould  the  enemy  form  any  at  Troppau  or  at  Jsegern*- 

*'*  dorf,  and  to  harrafs  him  as  much  as  you  can»     Laudohn's 

'  f  corps  amounts  to  eighteen  thoufand  men,  confining  of  tea 

'-ff  regiments  of  cavalry,  three  of  which  are  very  feeble, 

U  twenty- feven  battalions,  five  of  which  make  1000  men, 

'f  the  other  regiments  alfo  of  about  1000,  twelve  hundred 

f*  huflars,  and  two  thoufand  Croats.     This  i$  what  you  may 

-*f  rely  upon.     This  morning  Laudohn  and  the  SLuffians 

-  ff  were  ftill  between  Schlicbtingfheiqn  and  Strau\vafler.     As 

f^ibon  as  1  hear  of  their  march,  and  that  they   feparate,  I 

<*  ili^l  fend  off  my  three  colMmns,  and  inform  you  of  it,  that 

f'  you  may  be  on  the  feventh  day  in  the  nerghbourhood  of 

f^  Neifle.     As  for  myfelf,  as  foon  as  all  the  detachments 

'  ^f  ^11  have  marched  from  hence,  I  will  take  the  road  of 

f<  Buntzlaw  and  Goprlitz,  to  fipifli  the  campaign  n^r  Dref- 

V  deq.    This  is  air  which  I  can  be  able  to  ^ffeft.     Should 

ff  Harfch  detach,  you,  alfo,  mufi  difpatch  troops  to  Neifle, 

««  in  the  fame. proportion;  for,  it  is  time  to  think  of  Upper 

•«  Silefia.    Adieu^  my  dear  friend.    1  embrace  you  with  all 

.  *i  my  heartf  FRfiDEaicK.'* 

/ 


522  L     I      P     E        O    F 

^*  fxpedition  into  Upper  Silefia,  and  to  replace  htm  I  could 
*<  leave  Ruefcl)  and  Malakoiiidcy  at  Landfhout.  I  will 
**  then  march  into  Saxony  with  about  thirteen  thoufand 
*^  men.  I  have  thirty* nine  thoufand  here»  and  (ball  have 
V  left,  therefore,  twenty-fix  thoufand  in  Silefia.  Adieu,  my 
**  4car  friend,  &c. 

«  Frederick." 

Lettir  Twinij'third. 

"  6ib  of  Oaobcr. 
'*  I  believe  the  enemy  will  march  to«day,  which,  from 
**  appearances,  will  clear  up  our  doubts.  The  Ruffians  will 
*' quit  the  rout  of  Thorn, 'and  the  Auftrians  march  by 
'*  Rawitz  along  the  frontier.  In  that  cafe>  the  following  is 
«*  my  difpoiition.  General  Platen  ihall  march  immediately 
^^  with  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,  ten  fquadrons  of  cuh 
^<  raffiers,  and  the  battalion  of  Bodenbrug.  In  three  days  be 
*<will  be.  near  Breflaw;  reft  the  fourth;  the  fixtb,  he  will 
*<  reach  LcrvVen;  the  feventh,  we  muft  have  a  detachment  to 
^*  break  the  bridge  at  Oppdn ;  and,  on  the  eighth,  to  break 
••  the  bridge  of  Krappitz,  and  drive  the  Pandours  from  Cofel. 
*' Eight  battalions  with  twelve  12-pounders,  and  general) 
**  Qucis  and  Gablcnz,  fliall  fet  out  the  fame  day ;  three 
*'  marches  to  Langen-Ocls  j  a  day's  reft  ;  the  fixth  day,  at 
•*  Neiife  ;  the  fame  day,  general  Thiele  marches  with  five 
**  infantry  battalions ;  general  Meyler  with  a  regiiftent  of 
•*  dragoons  j  general  Malakowfky  with  his  own  regiment, 
•«  and  that  of  Ruefch,  the  two  latter  forming  600  men.  Th« 
*'  fourth  day,  this  corps  will  be  at  Landfhout  to  relieve  you. 
"  You  may  then  take  five  fquadrons  of  Bareith,  and  Wer- 
"  ncr's  regiment,  except  about  a  fquadron,  and  the  fevcn 
"  battalions,  and  arrive,  in  three  days,  at  Neiife.  You  muft 
•«  fend  no  detachment  to  Warta ;  but,  if  you  will  abfolutely 
*«  throw  fome  force  into  that  place,  let  it  be  a'  free  battalion. 
"  You  may  be  then  in  three  d^ys  with  yoMr  ftven  battalions 

«'at 
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•'<  at  Neifle.    You  will  pais  the  river,  and  drive  ofF  the  corp9 

^f  that  it  at  Neudftadt.    If  Harfch  detaches  for  Upper  Si^ 

^'  lefia,  let  Goltz  detach,  in  proportbn,  for  NeiEe.    The 

^  five  battalions  I  fead  will  be  able,  at  all  events,  to  hold 

f ^  the  poft  at  Landfhout,  provided  no  perfbn  but  Janus  re« 

<<  mains  at  Schatdar.    As  foon  as  Platen  ihall  have  expe* 

^<  dited  the  gentry  at  Gofel,  you  may  join  him  again  at  Leob- 

f^  fchitz  and  Neuftadt,  or  thereabouts.     Laudohn  will  repafir 

^^  by  Upper  Silefia ;  it  will  be  to  aiEft  him  that  Harfch  will 

**  detach  to  Lubow,  and. if  they  find  no  troops  oppofed  to 

-  <^  them,  they  may  be  ftrong  enough  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 

^  Cofel,  or  of  Neifie.     I  mufl  add,  that,  if  only  Janus  re«* 

«f  mains  near  Schatzlar,  you  may  make  ufe  of  the  whole  re- 

f*  glmcnt  of  Bareith.     Your  great  objefl  is  to  get  the  ftart 

f  of  Laudohn,  which  is  inevitable,  to  defiroy  his  magazines, 

•  f  Ihould  the  enemy  form  any  at  Troppau  or  at  Jsegern*- 

'  f*  dorf,  and  to  harrafs  him  as  much  as  you  can».   Xaudohn's 

f  corps  amounts  to  eighteen  thoufand  men,  confining  of  tea 

-f'  regiments  of  cavalry,  three  of  which  are  very  feeble, 

ff  twenty-feven  battalions,  five  of  which  make  1000  men, 

«r  the  other  regiments  alfo  of  about  looo^  twelve  hundred 

f<  huflars,  and  two  thoufand  Croats.     This  U  what  you  may 

•f  rely  upon.     This  morning  Laudohn  and  the  Ruffians 

ff  were  flill  between  Schlicbtingfheim  and  StrauwafTer.     A» 

f^  icon  as  I  hear  of  their  march,  and  that  they   feparate,  I 

<*  fhall  fend  oiF  my  three  colMmns,  and  inform  you  of  it,  that 

V  you  may  be  on  the  feventh  day  in  tbp  nerghbourhood  of 

f^  Neifie.     As  for  myfelf,  as  foon  as  all  the  detachments 

^f  (hall  have  marched  from  hence,  I  will  take  the  road  of 

f  <  Buntzlaw  and  Goerlitz,  to  fipifli  the  campaign  n^ar  Dref- 

f  deq.    This  is  all  which  I  can  be  able  tp  ^ffeft.     Should 

ff  Harfch  detach,  you,  alfoypiufl  difpatch  troops  to  Neifle, 

««  in  the  fame. proportion;  for,  it  is  titne  to  think  of  Upper 

•«  Silefia.    Adieu^  my  dear  friend.    1  embrace  you  with  all 

<  jf  mj  heartf  FfifDEaicK.'' 

lit. 


v.  SophbantluU  gA  OifVotb^f  1.759. 
«  Yoa  da  aol,  «iy.  ftieiu|,.  <oACoi5»,  tjjji.a  ogpt^^if^^t^  of 
(4  tlioft  mattecs.  Lau^o  can  ontjr.  tJiafi  th«  Qd^c  ?t(  {(ati- 
-H  bor  oc.at  Opftfhu.  it  u  f»d  th^^  tbt^  GcQats.^rct  ^^Jls^ng 
^«  pugaxiaea  in  tbofe.  parta*  Thefe  ]cm  nmil  i}e^Qy»  or 
M  take  thco^  from  tke  enemjti  asi^  thiow,  dptwn  ^  IP^iiJg^  of 
«&  Oppcln  and  Ratiboc^  befince  Laudpl}a*a  auiv^^  Y9M  99ufi; 
«^  driva  away,  likewife  a  troop  of  vagabo;ids>  w^Q  I^f &if$  (^ 
<«  think  thomfelvet  equal  to  the  arduous  entccpris^e  pf  U(tck- 
M  ing  Oofel.  i  kave  fca|  £ve  %«adcoA$  of  b^iiurs  t^.  ^/ef- 
«*  law.  I  fliali  order  them  to  go  to  LmwJUi.  Send  Wsjrner 
«ft  there,  without  deiajE,  ^ith  £ve  fquackoos  o£  bit  regi- 
If  menl. 

«f  Inform  htfn  of  the  enemy's  projefist  aqd  of  nuiiQs  on 

H  Upper  Silefia;    With  theie  five  fquadrona  he  m^  pQ^ibly 

^<  aeeo»|klilh  the*  three  Sallowing  obje£W ;  t^  th(^  mig^- 

^  zin#f»  break  the  bridges,  and  driye  the  enemy  &om  the 

tM  environs  o^  Cofel*     As  for  me,  |  will  neither  divide  tnjr 

^<  army,  nor  make  detachments,  as  long  as  the  Ruffians  and 

•''  Auftrians  remain  together.     They  are  encijunping  between 

'^  Mecben  and  Grand  Often.     I  am  waiting  the  moment  ot 

'^'  their  reparation.    In  a  few  days  the  Ruffians  will  be  ob- 

^^  liged  to  march  to  Pofnanias  and  Laudohn  muft  ftrixe  to 

•**  gam  Upper  SileHa*     It  is  then  that  I  will  detach  infantry 

'*  for  Breflaw ;  1  fhall  always  get  the  ftart  of  them.     My  de- 

<<  tachment  for  Lrandfliout  may  arrive  there  in  three  days : 

'^  If  with  this  corps  you  march  direfily  to  Neifie,  and  couM 

**  join  the  regiments  which  I  have  appointed  to  aft  in  Upper 

**  SHefia,  at  Neuftadt,   you  wiU  be  able  either  to  harrafs 

''^*  Laudohn  in  his  parage  over  the  Oder,  or  to  fall  upon  his 

*^'  rear-guard;  and  if  Harfoh  dftach^es  i(i  x:onfequence,  you 

'  ^  will  fortrfy  yourfelf  in  thetfame:proportion.with  the  enemy. 

'  **  Let  nie  aflure  you,   that  with  abiput  two  thousand  five 

*<  hundred  huflars,  and  three  thoufaud  five  hundred  cavalry, 

•«  I  have 
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<*  I  hare  maic  facadydsrlBg  tbe m^k  ounpaign^  ag&inft  ttn 
^  or  tvdve  tbaaiud  light  troops,  ten  rei^imentt  of  Auftrun 
^'  catalry,  and  all  tlie  cxraliT  of  the  Ruffians.  In  like  m:KA« 
*<  ncr,  with  tircntj  Iqnadrons  of  cmTalry,  and  two  good  itgU 
'*  menti  of  huflars,  joo  may  oppofe  Laudohn's  cavalry,  thrte 
**  regimcnti  of  wUdt  are  totally  rnincd,  and  the  others  have 
^  terribly  foffered.  Yoo  have  only  to  occupy  ground  not 
<«  fiivooiable  for  caralry  to  ad  upon ;  Laodohn  has  but  80CO 
*'  infantry*  His  troops  are  wafting  every  day.  They  are 
"  during  five  or  fix  days  together  without  bread,  and  will  be 
"  obliged  to  make  a  terrible  march,  which  will  coft  them  at 
"  leaft  three  thooiand  men  in  confequence  of  defer tion.  Add 
«*  to  this,  that  thefe  troops  have  the  dyfentery,  and  that,  con- 
^*  fequently,  weaknefs  and  bad  food  will  oblige  Laudohn  to 
**  condud  them  as  foon  as  poffible  into  Moravia.  Therefore, 
«*  fo  far  from  holding  up  to  you  the  profpeA  of  great  diffi- 
**  culties,  I  point  to  a  frefh  career  of  glory  opening  upon 
fc  you;  on  which  I  pray  Gcd  to  take  you  into  his  holy  keep- 
•*  ing,  &c* 

«»  Frbdirick/' 

Thefe  24  letters  we  have  felcfled  from  62  to  the  fame 
general,  printed  in  the  CoUeSfion  of  Letters  written  by  the  King 
&fPruJfia^  and  intended  to  ferve  as  materials  for  the  hi^oty  of 
the  lafiwar,  as  the  mott  proper  to  give  an  idea  of  the  conduA 
and  charader  of  Frederick. 
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A 

^/X  LA  CHAPELLE,    treaty  of,   page  in,    and  note 

56. 
Ame,  emprefs  of  Raffia,  entertains  favourable  fentlments  of  the 

court  ot  Vienna,  p.  59. 
Aprtudn  commands  a  Ruiman  army  againfl  the  king  of  Pruflia,  p.  153, 

AnnAergy  the  duke  d%  cpmnaands  a  corps  of  Auihian  troops,  p.  1 36, 
ArefMd^  a  Swedifii  major.     Extradi  from  his  relation  of  the  battle 

ofZomdorf,  note  96. 
Argtmfw^  Voyer  d',    takes  Halberibdt ;  ravages  committed  there 

hj  the  French,  p.  167. 
Augmfim,  eledcn:  of  Saxony,  colledb  his  troops  at  the  approach  of 

thePmffians,  p.  12$.     Lofes  his  hereditary  tfates,  p.  129. 
Amgujhu  UL  king  of  Poland,     ^et  EUSor  of  $axouy^ 
Arngm/bu^WiUiam,  hereditary  prince,   and  brother  of  Frederick  11. 

IS  ient  with  an  army  into  Lufatia,  p.  145.     LofTes  (bftained  by  his 

corps  during  this  niarch,  p.  146.     Manner  in  which  he  is  received 

by  the  king,  note  80.     Letter  he  wrote  the  king,  p.  412,  &c.  8cc. 

His  cmreipondence  with  Frederick  II.  p.  464.     His  marriage 

with  the  princefs  of  Bronfwick,  p.  62. 

B 

Mschttunm,  z  Ruffian  brigaditf ,  }us  moderate  condud  at  Berlin» 

p.  ZI7. 
Samhrg,  bifliop  of,   exeicifes  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  circles, 

p.  417.    Anecdote  of  him,  iM. 
SaiJbiam  oonuDands  an  Auftrlan  army  in  Bavaria,  p.  72. 
BsmarU^  the  eledor  of,  takes  the  city  of  Prague,  and  makes  the 

inhabiiamt  do  him  homage  in  quality  of  king  of  Bohemia,  p.  48* 

lb  cfauffls  on  the  fucceffion  of  the  emperor  Chailes  VI.  p-  31. 
'    Is  eleded  emperor  under  the  name  of  Charles  Vlf.  p.  56.    Ne« 

^odntioiis  on  this  fubjed,  p.  56,  &c.     He  lofes  his  eledcirate,  and 

m  ^jwndnqrd  by  ly»  allies  and  his  troops,  p.  68. 


INDEX. 

MuttPUiau,  marquis  de.  What  Frederick  faid  to  him  before  the  C6f!« 
qaefl  of  Silefia>  note  23. 

Beck,  an  Aufhian  generai,  takes  a  body  of  Prufiians  near  Meiflen^ 
p.  202.  note  105. 

Bdleijle,  the  duke  of^  repairs  to  the  Pruffiaii  camp  after  the  battle  of 
Molwitz.  His  negociations  with  Frederick  II.  p.  44.  Is  (hut  up 
in  Prag«99  p.  67.  He  quits  tkat  fortrefs  with  his  arm)^  which  is 
ruined  4Uid  beaten,  -p.  67,  &c.  iConverfaiioa  widi  Frederick  II. 
p.  2^1.  &c. 

MMing,  colonel  of  buflars,  oppofed  to  the  Swedes  with  a  fingle  regi* 
ment.    Pleafantry  of  Frederick  on  the  fubjedt,  p.  229. 

BerlU  laid  under  contribution  by  Tottleben^  p.  215,  &c« 

Bemes,  letter  of  count,  to  the  count  de  Pnebla,  note  59. 

Bivern,  prince  of,  condudb  a  coips  of  Pruffians  into  Saxony,  p.  uj; 
Defeats  a  body  of  Agftrians,  p.  137.  Is  fent  by  the  kin§  in  pur- 
Ymt  6f  the  )A ttllrians>  ^.  \v\^ .  Keeps  ^  «p  m  •  ceaimto^tiMi  Wh 
Silelia  byhis.arnyy,  p.  ic8.  Forms  an  intrenched  ohfiip  near 
BrefhMv,  *p.  'i  59.  -is  ^ttauted-m  his*«aaip,>p.  i^.^;&c.  ^ndiAiKm- 
dons  Breflaw  to  its  own  defence,  p.  cl6o.  "1^  -^ikfai  pi4iener« 
.p.i6i.imdnOte^6.  .     r.  n 

B^e,  a  Pruffian  gene;^,  efcorts  the  heavy  artillery  and  b4|^^e, 
•     uaA  ic^tdfes'  tnr enemy  who  attack^iwn, -p.  ^%,  -^c, 

iSr^iswis-^ttatdced  byl'rederitic  II.  and  <«rre«Alers,  widMUit  K' 
Mance,  on  condition  of  preferving  a  ioft  4»f  •titatralifiy^  p.  ^9. 
The  Pniffian  troops' enter-by  Hbatagem- into  the  tefm^  p.^,?»c. 
Peace  of  Breflaw,  p»5^*  and  note  32.  'Extraft't^f»\iife-p^mi- 
'naritfs,  note  31.  Treaty  of  peace,  note  52.  'Is' taken ijjy  the 
Auihiains,  p.  t6 1 .    Eefieged  and  retaken* by  UidPnlffiaBS,'p.-f 64. 

Brieg  IS  taken  by  the  Pruffians,  p.  44. 

'Br»glh,  marechal  de,  fhut  up  *with\his  'army  in  ^^ague, '-p.  '67. 
Letter  which  he  wrote  to  Frederick' II.  p.  2.93.  »xS>mmaBds  a 
French  army  a^ainft'Hanover,  p,  2^6. 

Brown,  the  Aaiftnan  gcneril,  coUefts  the  Aufftnan  ttoops  ■  ^d^rfed 
-ijn  €^lefia,  acid  is* obHgcdrto ' retire  into' Moravia,  .*p. '41 .  'Gom- 
mands  an  Imperial  army,  p.  r^S.  'Attempts'to^jcinthe  ^Saxon 
army,  and  lofes  the  battle  of  Lowoiitz,  p.  129.  Makes  a  frefli  at- 
tempt to  deliver  the  Saxon  amny,  p.  1 30.  Commands  a  body  of 
troops  near  Budin,  p.  135.  Retires  to  Prague,  p.  137.  Dies 
,    .of  the  woundsi^^hijeh  he.  received  »t  ihdb&ttleof  :Prague„.p..  141. 

Brun/nuicky  prince  Ferdinand  of,  commands  the  right  wipg  of  the 
Pvuffian  army-which  enters^axony  ^  and  repairs  to  Drefden,.p. .  125 . 
Is  fent  into  Bohemia  with  a  bo4y.of.ia'09p^,vp.  iz8.  c-Sucqefs  of 
his  operations :  in.  Bohemia,  ^  p. .  1 99 .  .  Eprees  the .  FrencK to.  repaft 
the  Rhine,,  p.  169. 

.<Br^^/wici,  prince  Ffancis^^f, .  flain  4it  the  :battiJe^^;>f  iHocUdrchcn, 
p.  j8i. 

•;ii<a^<n<;,.generAl.de,  coimnandsth&'Att&naivvftnrguar^^  .And  has  a 
ikitmiih  with  ther<Pr6flians>  p.  132. 

Butturlin  Qomns^n^^A&^va&ix^ 

Cathffini 
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t^aiiirhii  AUxitwna  niottnts  the  throne^.p*  ii6,  kc.    Makes  peic# 

withPruffia>  p.  i^y. 
'  Can  is  condemned  to  lofe  Us  headi  p*  to,  ii.    Sentence  of  lda|; 

Fi-edciick-William^  p.  165, 
Charles  FL  emperor,  dies ;  confequeiice^  of  hb  deaths  p.  29* 
Charles  FIL   See  Bavaria^  the  eledtor  cf. 
Charles  rf  Lorraine  commands  the  Imperial  arm/  in  Bohemia^  p*  51* 

Parfues  the  French  over  the  Rhine,  p.  73.    He  joins  Bathiam,  and 

drives- the  Pruffians  from  ohe  pbft  to  another^  P*  73*  ^^«     ^^^ 

anefts  made  by  his  armx>  p.  75 ^  &c.     He  enters  Silefia,  is  ibco 

driven  out  of  it,  and  retires  towards  Moravia,  p.  8i>  &c.  He 
•  is  beaten  at  Priedbergi  and  retreats  into  Bohemia,  p.  86.  Obs» 
.    tains  the  command  of  the  grand  AaftHan  anny#  p.  13^.     Ooci  to 

nleet'  tRe  Pruffianiii   whom  he  attacks  at  Lifia,  and  is  beatefti 

p.  162.* 
CBot^z,  battle  ofi  p.  fn    Froics  of  the  viaory  of  the  Pmffianiii 

V.  52,  &c 
Ci^erg,  befieged  by  thg  Ruffians,  p.  t84i  and  takeii>  p*  %z%. 
C9BM9  battle  .(^,  p.  143. 
CUfinSetm,    convention  of,  note  82*    Letter  from  the  king  of 

Pmffia  to  the  king  of  England  after  that  convention,  416,     An« 

(wer  of  die  miniftry  of  England;  ibid, 
Comii,  prince  of,  commands  a  French  army  in  Germany,  and  is 

compelled  to  retire  behind  the  Rhine,  p.  102,  &c« 
CorfoaBs  addreis  Frederick  II.  and  offer  him  the  ibvereignty  of  tkeir 
. .  ifland,  p.  369. 
Cf/il,  fomeb  of,  is  taken  by  aflanlt  by  the  Atfftrians,  p«  84,  and 

re-taken  by  the  Pmffians,  p.  87* 
Crnaur,  the  Pmffian  major-genieral,  fiiftains  a  fiege  at  Bad^^# 

P-75- 
Cr^fim,  where  the  king  of  Fniffia  lonnzuti  his  traopi,  p.  29;. 
Cmmherlawd,  doke  of,   is  beaten  near  Hz&cohtdk,  zad  cblipd  to 

make  a  conretition,  p.  150. 
Cmfirim  is  bombarded  bv  the  RaBizs,  and  redacgd  to  2&^,  p.  ly^^ 

What  the  king  of  r ru£a  (aid  to  the  ccneffi^nd^f  of  that  ^M^ 

note  93. 
txermehSfis  diargtd  with  an  expedcoon  agai^ft  Berlin,  p^  ttf* 


Damm,  geceral,  ^iiiiriMikh  the  As^oa  arT.7  a!ter  d-^e  ^eatk  cf 
firown,  p.  142.  He  gains  tke  batrl'?  of  Colri,  p.  143*  3^^kei 
the  Pndoas  ralle  dir  ikge  of  Olmotz,  p.  ^72.  He  pins  d&e 
hsadtcfHaaku€ken,f.  tic.  U  bease*  aad&uig^ve^sfiy  i«iiuiiif#i 
at  the  battle  cf  TcwjpM,  p,  220. 

P^Sbr,  dte  prisce  of  Dicwidi  Aahals,  be£^g»  aad  mkn  IMBk^ 

P-  4^- 

Vm>  L  Mm 


Vefflui,  the  prince  of»  mnntadn* ,  the  military  (pint  vatier  Fre* 
derick  I.  p.  7. 

rank  of  die  Pruffian  infantry  at  the  battle  ofM^lmtz,  iM*  t^es 

E^tteBm  of  the  conBty  of  Glal^k  I>*  4&*   '^er«  Saxo»y^  jp.  96^ 
eats  the  Saxon  army  at  Kefrelfdorf>  p.  98.     Letter  ww£  Fre- 
derick wfitea  to  Aiid«  )ipt#  a«« 

Difiipline,  military.  The  (tiog  of  PrajBa  rDga«r<b  it  as  the  eflcntid 
objea  in  the  condnA  of  ^  amy.    Exanjaio  of  this  in  die  war  o{ 

'   Silsfia^  ii6te  ib6. 
,  B&kma,  the  Pmffitn  fc4eral>  op|ioie»  th(»  R«ffiaB»,  p.  173.    Cqm- 

'  mands  a  body  of  tigopi  fent  into  Polandt  p»  i3$.  Tb^  comauuid 
of  th«  army  taken  frM  hiA>  p.  441 » 

tkajfchhwtx  g«ard«  Asi%  with  a  corps  q£  Aoftfiaw^  aiidis  pnt 

'   e9  ffight  by  tlie  king  of  Pruffia,  p.  156* 

9rMgny  the  peace  of,  p,  99*  NegOcinti^Ds  to  which  thf  ptac^  of 
Drefden  gave  i^^  P*  107.     Extrad  of  the  arddes  of  too  treaty 

*  ofthe  peace  of  DreiaeBt^  note  «3,  £xti<«i6t  of  the.  treaty  of  poKf 
between  the  cmprefs-qucen  and  the  king  6f  Pruffia,  p.  3148.  Thi« 
city  forrendora  to  tho  king  9f  Pruftai  p.  99.  Tidum  by  th« 
Pruflians^  p.  125.  Frederick  forces  the  ar^ves,  p.  126,  B^ 
tiken  by  tbe^army  of  the  cii?ele«ji  p.  a^» 


EhMJil,  the  Pniflian  geaferalj^  commanda  the^  Pfuffimi  gaaffos  o| 
.    Pn^ue,  p.  78^  &c.     Receives  orders  to  wTthdraw  from  du5nce» 

Lo(s  of  the  Pruilians  on  that  occafion,  p.  79. 
MUscabeth  Ckriftmrn,,  princefs  of  firunfwick,  fpouTe  of  Frederick  II. 

p.  12. 
fiUalfeth,  emprefs  of  RuBia,    Her  joerfonal  hatred  of  Frederick  II. 

note  60.     Her  death,  p.  132.     Changes  in  the  court  of  Peterf* 

burgh  refpcfting  the  kiijg  of  Pruffia,  p.  232. 
S»ilau4i,  the  king  of^  is  forced  to  coiKlude  a  treaty  of  neatrafity* 

p.  91.     Guaranties  the  peace  of  Drefden,  p.-  107.     Secures  his 

eledorate  again^  the  attacks  which  menace  it,  and  concludes  an 

alliance  with  Kuifia  and  Heffe,  p.  1 18.     Frederick  II.  offers  him 

fiiccours,  p.  119. 
EfterbaxJt  the  Aullrian  genera].    His  refpe^  for  the  works  of  art# 

Discipline  obferved  by  his  orders  at  Potzdam,  p.  45 1 . 
Etrees,  marlhal  d%  beats  the  army  of  obfervation  under  the  duke  of 
^    (Cumberland,  p.  150. 


^fVr/jM»r  commands  the  Rufllans  at  the  battle  of  Zomdorf,  p;  ij6t 

Writes  to  the  emprefs  of  Rulfia  After  the  battle,  p.  177. 
^Mny^  MoiUieur  le,  dkeds  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  p.  239. 
^ink,  the  Riiffian  genersd,    made  priifbner  with- a  Urge  body  of 
.^ 'troops,,  and  is  hr^BeOr  p<  291 »  2QZ^ 
'      -  '     •  •    •        Fink' 
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Pi^ynfimk^  amiit>  gavernor  of  Frederick  IL  p.  8. 

Fiemingt  letter  of  county  to  count  BriihU  note  64. 

^nsiff  .deelares  wac  againil  the  queen  of  Hangary>  p.  69^  Attadu 
die  king  of  England,  ibid.  Sends  an  army  into  QeriiiaBy>  p.  ioa« 
Concludes  a  treaty  with  the  emprefs-queen,  p.  i  a  1  • 

Fr<«c/& juttack.  Hanover^ .  p.  1 50. 

friidbergt  the  battle  of>  p.  859  &c^  Letter  of  Frederick  to  the 
king  of  France  after  this  battle^  note  46^.  Reflections  of  a  Pruffian 
officer  on  this  battle,  p.  305,  5cc. 

Frtderick'^iUUm^  furnamed  the  Great  Bleftor,  reftores  the  affair! 
o^  the  ilate  of  Brsuidenbottr^,  ruined  in  the  war  of  thirty  years> 
p.  t»  Is  unable  to  fupport  his  preteniions  to  ibme  principalities  of 
Sile£a,  p.  3.     Military  (late  at  the  death  of  this  prince,  p.  7. 

fudiriek  L  Uirm&,  as  hereditary  prince,  a  fecrct  treaty  with  thf 
emperor  Leopold,  and  is  the  firil  king  of  Praflia,  p.  2.  He  takes 
the  eonrt  of  Louis  XIV.  for  his  model,  p.  34 

Fftdtritk'WiUuunt  margrave  of  Brandenbourg,  (lain  at  the  battle^rf 
Molwitas,  p.  43.  -^ 

Frulerifik  William  /.  king  of  Pruflia*  His  inclinations  direftly  op- 
pofite  to  thofe  of  his  father,  p.  4.  He  defpifes  the  fciences  and 
snea  of  letters^  ihid.  It  is  he  who  lays  the  foundations  of  the 
Pmffian  greatnefs,  p.  6,  Military  ftate  at  his  death,  p.  7.  Anec- 
doce»  ibtd.  Circamftances  of  his  death,  p.  2i,*&c.  His  lafl 
will  on  thc'fubjedlof  his  interment,  n9te  14.  fiailefque  letters 
patent,  &c.  which  he  gives  the  prefident  of  the  academy  of  fci- 
ences, note  3.  Qnefbon  which  he  propofes  for  folution  to  hit 
academicians,  p.  256.  Some  anecdotes  refpe^ng  him,  nOte  4. 
He  takes  the  Dutch  for  models  in  feveral  actions  of  his  private 
life,  note  4. 

Fnderick  //.  His  birth,  p.  4.  He  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  French 
refugee  lady,  p.  8.  Frederick- William  gives  him  a  military  eda* 
cation,  p.  8,  9.  His  tafle  for  belles  lettres  and  muiic,  p.  9.  He 
accompanies  his  father  in  his  little  tours  into  Germany,  ihid.  Ht 
forms  the  projefl  of  fecretly  making  a  journey  with  fome  of  his 
friends ;  the  projedl  is  difcovered,  and  Frederick  ihut  up  for  a 
year  at  Culb'in,  p.  10.  His  father  conceives  an  intention  of 
jbaving  him  brought  to  the  block,  ibid.  Occiy|ations  of  the  young 
prince  at  Cuibin,  p.  1 1 ..  He  is  recalled  tO^erlin,  and  marries 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  of  Brunfwick,  p.  12.  Circumilances-that 
occafioned  his  indifference  for  the  fidr  fex,  ibid.  The  king  gives 
him  the  county  of  Rupin,  p.  13.  He  fettles  at  Rheinlberg,  ihid* 
He  is  recalled  to  go  to  war,  p.  14,  &c.  After  the  camp«igns» 
he  leads  back  the  troops  to  Potzdam,  p.  i^.  He  is  fent  to 
Stettin,  and  viiits  king  Staniflaas,  then  a  refugee  at  Koningiberg, 
ibid.  He  returns  to  Rheinfberg  ;  his  occupations  in  this  agreeable 
retreat ;  perfons  >vho  compofe  Frederick's  fociety  at  Rhein(berg, 
p.  15,  &c.  Men  of  letters  whom  he  honours  with  his  corre* 
ipondence,  p.  i3.  He  gives  orders  for  v^  apology  of  Wolf,  and 
Jiboors  to  get  him  recaUcd,  ibid.  He  coapofet  his  Anti-Machtavd* 
Mm?  p.  i^« 
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P.  iq.  He  accompanies  his  father  to  Loo^  and  is  recexred  a  Free 
Maibn,  i^/V/.  He  mounts  the  throne,  P*  ^3-  Changes  which  he 
Slakes  on  the  firft  days  of  his  acceflion^  P*  I9»  ^c*  ^^  ^^  ^ 
fittes  when  he  mounted  the  throne,  p.  25,  &c«  State  in  which 
he  found  the  government  and  finances,  p«  25.  He  employs  the 
£rft  months  in  making  new  arrangements,  jonmies.  Sec,  p.  27. 
He  has  a  defire  to  fee  Paris ;  arrives  at  Strafbourg  under  another 
name,  is  difcovered,  and  returns  to  Berlin,  p.  27,  &c.  Some 
paflaees  of  the  relation  he  gives  of  this  journey,  p.  208 #  After 
the  £ath  of  die  emperor  Charles  VI.  he  enters  8ilefia  with  ^n 
army«  p.  32,  &c.  His  claims  on  that  province,  p*  34.  His  ne-* 
.godations  with  feveral  German  princes,  p.  61.  He  ukes  feveral 
joumies,  p.  63.     He  forms  a  treaty  with  the  Eledor  Palatine, 

S.  64.     Fie  goes  to  Pyrmont,  p,  65*    He  wiihes  to  become  med- 
iator between  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  kings  of  France  and 
England,  p.  69,   &c.     He  efpoufes  the  party  of  the  emperor 

E tries  Vir.  He  befieees  the  city  of  Prague,  and  takes  it, 
73.  He  forms  the  defign  of  attacking  prince  Charles  of 
rraine :  movements  which  he  makes  to  uiis  effect,  p*77>  &c* 
His  retreat  from  Bohemia  into  Silefia,  p.  78.  Succefs  ofms  arms 
in  Luiatia,  p.  94,  &c.  He  enters  Saxony,  p«  95.  Manifeft* 
which  he  publifhes  there,  note  49.  He  makes  hiaielf  mafter  of 
Dreiden,  and  offers  peace  to  the  elector  of  Saxony  in  the  middle 
pf  his  capiul,  p.  99.  Some  anecdotes  of  Frederick  II. 'p.  2^4,  Sec. 
Letter  which  he  wrote  the  king  of  Great  Britain  toudung  the 
troubles  of  the  north,  note  57.  Letter  of  Frederick  to  his  mi- 
ftiHer  at  Mayence,  p.  360.  Letter  to  his  envoy  at  Ratifbon, 
p.  362.  He  purcliafes  from  the  princefs  dowager  of  Orange  the 
feigniories  of  that  houfe  fituated  in  Holland,  p.  118.  His  dif- 
^ences  with  the  eledoral  houfe  of  Hanover,  p.  104.  Treaty 
which  he  concluded  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  p.  62.  Is  in- 
formed of  the  projeds  of  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburgh,  and 
Drefden,  and  reinforces  his  troops  in  Lower  Pomerania,  p.  121. 
Demands  of  the  emprefs-queen  the  reafon  of  her  preparations, 
p.  122*  His  publication  againft  the  refcript  of  the  Imperial  court, 
p.  123.  He  refolves  on  war,  z^/V.  Reafons  which  he  alledges  in 
jufUiication  of  his  aggreffion,  note  6y,  He  penetrates  with  his 
army  into  Saxony,  p.  125.  Manifeffo  he  publifties,  note  68*  He 
forms  the  projeft  of  difarming  the  Saxon  army,  p.  128.  Ne- 
gociations  with  the  king  of  Poland,  the  ele6lor,  note  72.  He 
puts  his  army  into  winter  quarters,  p.  131.  Powers  againflwhom 
he  has  to  defend  himfelf,  p.  133.  He  is  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire,  p.  134.  Reflexions  on  the  army  ef  the  circles,  note  73. 
His  army  unites  near  Prague,  p.  138.  Letter  which  he  wrote  to 
the  queen-mother  after  the  battle  of  Prague,  note  y6.  Anecdote,  thiJ. 
Letter  from  the  king  to  lord  marihal  Keith,  on  the  battle  of  Colin, 
^p.409.  Melancholy  fituation  in  which  he  is,  p.  ici,andnote84. 
His  fpeech  to  his  army  before  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  p.  424.  His 
di^courfc  to  the  commanders  of  battalions,  Scq.  before  the  battle  of 

LiiTa^ 
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Lifla,  note  8S.  Anecdotes^  P*  43i>  &c.  Letter  which  he  wrote 
to  the  emprefs-queen  after  the  taking  of  Breilaw,  note  90.  H« 
obtains  fubiidies  from  the  parliament  of  England^  p.  166.  Re- 
flefUons  on  Frederick's  extraordinary  marches,  p.  185.  Means 
lie  had  recoorfe  to,  to  procure  money,  p.  205.  Forces  he  had  to 
fight  againft  in  1760,  p.  206.  Plan  formed  by  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Peterfburgh  for  that  campaign,  ibid.  He  is  obliged  to 
raifc  lie  fiege  of  Drefden,  p.  210.  His  manoeuvres  to  draw  the 
Auftrians  to  a  battle,  p.  211,  Letter  which  he  wrote  to  ^thf 
maraais  d'Argens,  p.  448.  Harangue  which  he  made  to  his  ge- 
nerals on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Torgau,  p.  452.  Anecdotes, 
p.  214.  He  gets  the  ftart  of  his  enemies  by  rapid  marches, 
p.  223.  His  lituation  after  the  jundtion  of  the  Ruffian  and 
Aoibian  army,  p.  224.     Anecdote,  p.  463. 

Fttiquttjf  general^  is  defeased  by  Laudpjin^  p.  207.  His  corre* 
fpondence  with  the  king,  p.  J 03. 

Fr^jfhurg^  battle  of,  p.  240.  'Ijjf 


Gi»rge  IIL  king   of  England,    his  declaration   to  Parliament  re** 

ipefting  the  fing  of  Pruffia,  p.  222. 
Georfje-ff^illiam,  eledter  of  Brandenbourg.    The  war  of  thirty  years 

rams  his    Hates,   p,  2,      Forces  of  the  ilate  under  his  reigp^ 

p.  6. 
Clogaut  the  fortrefs  of,  in  Sileiia,  is  beiieged  by  the  Prullians,  p,  39^ 

^id  taken  by  alTault,  p.  41. 
CqfUr,  the  Pruffian  general,  the  heroic  attaclc  he  made  at  the  battle 

of  Friedberg,  p.  304. 
Cotter f  the  count  de,  is  fent  by  Frederick  U.  to  the  court  qi  Yiemui 

to  offer  the  alliance  of  Prulfja,  p.  32.    Inftrudions  given  to  him 

by  the  king,  note  21 . 
Griboval  direds  the  fiege  of  Glatz,   p.  208.    Defends  Schw^idnitz, 

p.  239. 
Gros/cblag,  the  baron  de,  ambafiador  fron^  the  eledlor  of  Mayence, 

folemnly  invites  Frederick  Jl.  to  repair  to  the  election  of  an  em- 
peror, p.  55. 
Grufiy    the   countefs  de,    anecdote  of  Frederick  I).  reijpeAii^g   9 

vow  fhe  made,  p*  369* 

H 

Hadcke,  the  PruflUn  general,   attacks  the  tewn  of  Beraun,   and 

makes  a  fkilful  retreat,  p.  72. 
Haddilt  the  Hungarian  general^   lays   Berlin  under  contribptioQ, 

p.  152. 
Hmlhir/tadt,  ravages  committed  by  the  French  t^fC,  p«  167.    ^ 
^Halk,  Louis,  chancellor  (properlv  Ludwig  de  Halle)   compoTes  H 

manifefto  in  the  name  of  Frederick  U.  on  the  fpbje^t  of  his  claims 

pftSaefia,  p.  33. 

Mm  3  HantnHTf 
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^i^anwer,  cxtraft of  the  convention  of,  p.  jji,  &c. 

Hturfcb^  the  A uihian  general,  beficges  Nfeiffe,  p.  179, 

JiriJen,  his  able  defence  of  Colberg,  p.  1814. 

HiMy^  prince,  the  kin^  of  Pniffia's  orother,  performs  prodigies  of 
'^our  at  die  battle  of  Praeae,  p.  141.  Repulfei  the  French  who 
liad  taken  polTeffion  of  HalbeHbadti  p.  169.  Mainta»|is  himfelf 
in  Saxony  againft  infinitel/  faperior  forces,  p.  178,  &c.  Makeai 
an  inroad  into  Bohemia,  p.  188.  He  enters  Lufatia,  p.  195^ 
Skilful  march  which  he  makes  to  join  general  Wunich^  p*  itOO« 
Makes  Laodohn  raife  the  fiege  of  fireimw,  p.  tog.  Gains  the 
battle  of  Frcybcrg,  p.  240, 

Bimftadt  reduced  to  aihes  by  the  Ruffians,  p.  r96,  kc.    -. 

Herfzberg,  count  de.  What  is  faid  in  his  Memoin  raifymf  on  th^ 
fttbje^l  of  the  coipmenccment  of  the  war  of  feven  yean,  p.  jSz. 

BilMMnirgbaufeHt  prince  of  Saxe«  conunands  die  army  gf  tme  drck^ 

.^at  Rofbach,  p.  154.    . 

^^^cbkircheHy  battle  of,  p.  i8o. 

HM^€rt4ioHrg^  peace  of,  p.  ^49.    Extraft  of  th^  treaty,  note  %$^. 


.  ImmhHt%  ccmniMid^  t  Prqffiaa  coips  in  Saxony,  p.  183. 
.  JiaJuM,  da  H$m  de«  is  cmplo^red  to  give  leiTons  to  Frederic  lln  p.  8, 
Jordan^  member  of  the  fociety  of  Frederick;  II.  ^t  Rhein^g, 
p.  16. 


Kali  battle  with  the  Ruffians  near  this  village,  p.  189. 

Kaiftrlingi  member  of  the  fociety  of  Frederick  11^  at  Rheinfberg, 
p.  16, 

KalkfietBy  Colonel,  fub-governor  to  Frederick  If.  p.  8. 

Keith y  befiegcs  Prague,  p.  143.  Is  flain  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen, 
p.  1 80.     Anecdotes  of  this  general,  note  98. 

Kiftfcel^  cadet,  teaches  FredericK  his  exeifcife,  p.  8. 

Keffelldorf,  battle  of,  p.  98.    Reladon  of  diis  batdc,  note  51. 

Klein  Schnellendorf^  extradt  of  the  convention  of,  p.  293,  &c. 

Kle'fp^  general,  fcs  operations  in  Franconia,  p.  240. 

Kleifti  2l  Pruffian  major,  and  one  of  the  bcft  Qermai  poets,  is  mortally 
wounded  at  ^he  batde  ofKuncrfdorf,  p.  10 1. 

Klingrc^fy  Prufliaa  minifter  at  Vienna,  what  he  faiA  to  the  emprefs 
queen  in  a  private  audience,  p.  377,  Anfwcr  of  the  empr^s,  ihjd. 
Memorial  which  he  prefents  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  p.  373.  An- 
swer to  this  memorial,  ibid.  Prefents  a  fecond  memorial,  p.  ^9* 
Anfwcr  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  ibid. 

Kceni^eggi  count,  cottimands  a  corps  of  Auftiians,  p.  137.  jAack  is 
defeated  by  the  Pruffians,  p.  I38,t 

Kmnfdtffj^  battle  of,  p,  191, 
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ZafK^t,  battle  of^  p«  84.    Letter  of  a  Ptuffian  officer  on  this  batilr» 

note  4;. 
luu^e,  a  Theologian  of  Halle«  his  difpntes  widi  Wolf>  p.  5* 
J^amdoJhf  takes  4000  waggons  from  the  Pruflians  laden  with  money 
and  provifions^  p.  172.     Joins  the  Ruffians,  p.  190;    Decides  tne 
battle  of  iCunerfdorf,  p.  192,    Totally  defeats  general  FoiKioet, 

S.  207.     Takes  the'connty  of  Glatz,  p.  2©8.    Tries  to  furpriae 
reflaw>  and  fummons  that  city  to  furrendefj  p.  209.  He  attacks  the 

king's  camp;,  near  Lignitz,  and  is  beaten,  p.  215.     Letter  to  him 

from  Maria  Therefa,  note  116,     He  takes  Schweidnitz,  fword  in 

iasi,  p:  %2$.     He  abandons  Landfhoat  to  ][HUsge,  p.  208. 
l^ewwaUe^  the  Pruffian  general,  gains  a  vi^ory  near  Hobelfworth^ 

p.  tt.    Commands  a  £xly  of  troops  in  Praffia>  p.  1 24.   He  attacks 

tbe  Ruffians,  and  is  obliged  to  retire,  p.  148. 
JJ4ge^  bifliop  of,  pretends  to  have  claims  on  the  feigniory  of  HerftaU 

and  is  obliged  to  renounce  them^  p.  28. 
JJffe  Buckebinrgi  the  connt  de,  gets  Frederick  admitted  a  free-mafim» 

p.  19. 
l^ifiowiz,  tke  prince  de,  commands  an  Andrian  i»tny,  p.  5 1 . 
fa^ndont  treaty  of,  p.  lai.    fixtrafl  of  this  treaty,  note  tz.    Home 

dt^rences  wliich  were  sminged on  occafioa ^ ^  ueaty,  note  63. 
LowofitZi  battle  of,  p.  129,  ana  note  70. 
Isujinjki,  the  Au^isA  coloneU  c(Mnmands  a  detachment  of  liui&i8« 

4c*  p.  132. 

M 

Mahomet  Y,  emperor  of  the  Turies,  makes  reprefentations  to  the  differ- 
ent courts  of  Europe,  and  offers  his  mediation,  p.  93,  and  note  48. 

M^aifhis^  aarecbal  de,  commands  a  French  army  on  the  frontiers  of 
Hanover,  p.  50. 

itfiofs/W,  general,  defends  Drefden,  p.  211. 

MmU^k^/k^  hesreis  of  the  ftates  of  the  houfe.of  Auftria,  p.  29. 
Her  anfwer  to  the  propofitions  of  the  court  of.B<rlin»  p.  93.  Sub- 
fidies  framed  her  by  the  parliament  of  Eaglaiwi,  p.  50.  ^Ci  She 
fiviH  Sie  co-regency  to  her  hoiband,  the  grand  duke  of  Tnfcany, 
p.  c6.  She  is  crowned  at  Prague,  p*  68.  Alliances  which  2he 
mi^es,  p.  691  Manifefto  whioi  ihe  addreiTes  to  the  Sile£ians« 
note  43.  Anfwer  itfthe  king  of  Pruflia,  note  44.  She  forms  the 
fcc|e^4|f  attaddng  the  king  of  Pruffia  in  his  own  ^tes,  p.  93,  &c. 

ftmffiid^  geft^xal,,  his  vigorous  defence  of  Olmutz,  p.  172. 

JU^^fz^  the  Praffian  general,  commands  a  body  of  troops  in  Upper 
Sttffia.  p.  2U. 

M^,tNms%  what  happened  to  him  at  the  battle  of  Molwitz»  p*  2^8. 
.  ikf«.w94  z^  large  body  ^f  Priiffiana  u^der  Fiock,  made  prifbners  near 

...Itatplaccjjp.  %QU 

I  Mohviix, 
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MMwtz,  battle  of,  p.  41.  Sec.    Confeqaencet  of  this  battle,  p.  43, 
Letter  of  an  Auilrian  general  after  the  battle,  p.  288. 

MMtoUmhirtt  mtrqub  de,  his  letter  to  the  doke  de  Choifeal,nole  1 1^. ; ! 

Mmmchc-'w,  prefident  of  the  chamber  of  domains  and  finances  at  Ca«  * 
ib*in,is  directed  to  inilru-fl  Frederick  II.  in  the  details  of  finance  ;u|d 
police,  p.  1 1 .     He  renders  great  fervices  to  that  prince,  p.  12. 

Mtftapl^a  III.  the  Turkifh emperor,  fends  an  amba&dor  to  Fredrick  ' 
II.  p.  251,  and  note  134. 

2Iufiafha,  ambafiador  from  the  kam   of  Crioiea  to  Frederick  IL'^ 


lie.  and  note  61 » 


N 


Vada/tit  the  Auflrian  general,  blocks  Tabor,  p.  74.  Befieges 
6duv«dnitz,  p.  152* 

h^mm,  prince  of,  a  Pmfllan  genera],  takes  Tabor,  Bodwebj  aiid 
Frauenberg,  p.  73.  His  retreat  to  join  the  king  of  Pruffia,  p.  78. 
He  retakes  Cofel,  p.  %t.  Puts  garrifons  into  Troppan,  Tsegerndorft 
&c.  p.  88.  ^ 

Higpcimthns  of  Frederick  H.  with  the  court  of  R|i£a,  p,  103.  Nego« 
dations  for  the  election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans,  p.  112^  &c«  Ne-  - 
godations  between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Diddpn ;  pieces 
idative  to  theie  negociations,  p.  316,  &c.  Negodations  of  Freck* 
rick  with  the  grand  fignior,  and  the  k^m  of  the  1  ^rtat^»  p.  230,  aut 
note  123. 

Ntiffit  the  fbrtrefs  of,  is  invefied  and  taken,  p.  48. 

NtMfitrg^  the  Auibian  general,  enters  Silefia  with  an  army,  p.  4X» 
Lofes  the  battle  of  Molwitz,  and  retreats  towards  Neiffe,  p.  43. 

J^i'vernois^  duke  de,  comes  to  Berlin,  p.  1 20.  The  object  of  his  nego- 
ciations, p.  121. 

O 

iTO,  commandant  of  Glatz^  goes  over  to  the  Aufirians,  after  lofing  that 

place,  p.  208. 
Olmutz  is  bcfiegcd  by  the  king  of  Prufiia,  who  is  obliged  to  raife  the 

iifge,   p.  172.     The  emprefs  indemnifies  the  inhabitants  of  that 

town,  note  92. 
Ofi  FriejJantly  the  laft  duke  of  that  country  dies,  and  the  crown  of  Pmf- 

fia  inherits  that  principality,  p.  66.     Frederick  U.   takes  poflef- 

fion  of  it,  ibid. 


Palf,,  palatine  of  Hungary,  fends,  by  order  of  the  queen,  a  circular 
letter  to  the  nobility  of  Hungary,  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms, 
p.  80.     Publication  of  the  king  of  Pruilia  on  this  fubjeft,  note  42. 

Pallant^  the  Auttrian  general,  diiblofes  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  the  fecrct 
propofitions  made  by  France  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  p.  291 . 

Ptiir  IlL  emperor  of  Ruflia,  an  admirer  of  Frederick  II.  p.  232.  Be- 
comes 
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comes  his  ally>  &c.  p*  233-  Revolution  which  fooii  afterwards  tdck 

pbce>  p«  2  36,     He  renounces  the  empire  and  dies,  ibid. 
Philip,  king  of  Spsun,  his  pretentions  on  the  Auihian  fuccefiion*  p.  3 1  • 
Picc9lomim,  the  prince  de,  commands  an  Imperial  army,  p.  128.     Hii 

army  intrenches  itfelf  very  advantageoufly,  p.  133. 
PiiArrr  of  dFairs  between  France  and  England  in  1762,  p.  242. 
?irma,  Saxon  army  is  blocked  up  there*  p.  i28._    It  is  taken,  p.  ijp. 

Frederick's  reply  to  an  article  of  the  capitulation,  note  71 . 
?adenjoils9  cabinet  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  letters  to  Mr.  Vil- 

licrs,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  at  the 

coort  of  DreWen,  p.  333. 
PragMe,  befieged  by  the  combined  army  of  France  and  Bavaria,  p.  6y, 

CSm^tion  of  the  befieged,  npte  37.    Battle  of,  p.  139,  &c.  &c. 

la  invefted  by  the  Prnffians,  p.  143.  who  are  obliged  to  raife  the 

fi^gc»  P*  I44>  ^c. 
Pmkammer,  a  Pruffian  major- general,  commands  the  garrlfon  of  Gabel, 

and  it  obliged  to  furrender,  p.  145* 


Rmi^vM^es,  committed  by  the  Rufl^ans  in  Brandenbourg  and  Sileiia, 

p.  I97>  and  note  102. 
Iticoadf^  duVal  de>  a  French  refugee  lady,  governante  of  Frederick  II, 

jp.  3. 
Itbeimfierg,  Frederick  II.  when  hereditary  prince,  fettles  there  for  fome 

time,  and  chanj^es  that  town  into  a  charming  abode,  p.  1 3,  &c. 
RubtUtu,  marlhal  de,  forces  Frederick's  allies  to  conclude  the  conven- 

jtion  of  CloiRer* Seven,  p.   150.'   Advances  towards  Magdebourg» 

P-  'S'* 
Hofmer,  general  of  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  his  fervices  at  the  battle  of 

Molwitz,  p.  41.     He  is  Hain  there,  p.  42.     Is  made  prifoner  at 

the  battle  of  Friedberg,  p.  305, 

Iti'otrfon,  colonel,  direds  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  p.  159. 

It^acb,  battle  of,  p.  i  q  3 .  Account  of  1  his  battle,  p.  420.  Reflexions 
an  the  Germanic  conititution,  and  the  occafion  of  this  battle,  4a  g. 

Ituffia  makes  great  preparations  for  war,  to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  the 
honfe  of  Pruffia,  p.  110.  The  Ruflian  envoy  withdraws  from  Berlin, 
p.  114.  Reafons  alledgedto  juftify  this  rupture,  ibid.  Difference 
between  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Berlin,  relative  to  the  com- 
merce of  Dantzick,  p.  Ii6.  Extrad  of  the  treaty  between  Ruiha 
and  theemprefs  queen  concluded  atPeterfburgh,  note  54. 


tsMt^,  the  ele£br  of",  declares  war  ag^nil  the  king  of  Pruifia,  p.  73, 
5cc.  Forms  an  alliance  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  p.  95.  De- 
feat of  the  Saxon  army  by  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  P*  9B, .  &c.  The 
court  oif  Saxony  fulfils  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  ot  Drefden,  p.  107. 

ice. 
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JrCk  If  attacked  and  fubdaed  by  die  kbg  of  Pruffia>  p.  1 1 1  *  Sla^ 
in  whidi  tho  country  dicn  wa<»  p.  126,  and  note  69.  Advapt^^ 
ndiicli  die  long  of  Pniffia  derived  from  the  pofTe^on  of  Sai:ony» 
p.  127*  Saxon  army  taken  priibners,  p»  131. 
Sc%rfi9tjtb9  biihop  of  SUeiia,  hit  treachery  towards  Frederkk,  p.-&6u 
jMXe  87.  His  letter  to  the  kinj(»  p.  427.  Frederick'^  anfwert 
p..4e8.    Impreffion  made  by  his  ingnuitode  on  theking'aBiiad, 

AMi^M^^  which  he  renders 

Frederick,  p.  i86. 

Seifmetiau,  count  de,  his  defence  of  DrefdeUj  p«i83.  He  capitulates 
die  following  year,  and  the  king  difinifles  him  fieom  his  fervice, 
p.  lOO* 

S€b§ulent§Mri,  the  Pruffian  general,  is  flain  at  the  batde  of  Molwitss, 
p.  42. 

$€bweidnit%t  beileged  by  Nadafii,  p^.  152.    Taken  by  affaolt,  p,  1  $9*  . 
Befieged  and  retaken  by  Frederick,  p.  170.    Taken  fwot4  in  hand 
by  Laudohn,  p.  225.     Attacked  and  taken  by  the  king  of  Pruifia^ 
p.  238. 

Sciweria,  the  field-marlhal,  commands  a  wing  of  the  Pruffian  army, 
p.  40.    His  enterprises  at  the  Wde  of  MoMts,  p.  40.     He' 
^tes  to  the  inhabitants  the  reafons  which  inclined  the  king  to  in- 
troduce a  garrifon  within  this  city,  p.  46.    He  forces  contnbutiofi^ 
from  Lower  Sileiia,  p.  ci.     Some  particulars  relating  to  him, 
sote  a8.    Letter  to  hun  &om  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  the  fubjea  of 
die  batde  at  Lowofitz,  note  70.     Operadons  of  his  ai'my  in  Silefia, 
p»  13s.     Leads  a  divifion  of  the  army  at  Prague,  his  anions  in 
that  batde,  his  death,  p.  140,  &c.     Anecdotes  of  this  general, 
iiotc  75. 
StiiiUtx  contributes  greatly  to  the  vidory  of  Zorndorf,  note  97. 
Sfkindoff,  is  commiffioned  by  the  emperor,  Charles  VI,  to  intercede 
in  favour  of  Frederick  II.  with  the  king  his  father,  p.  10,  267. 
The  pifture  drawn  of  him  by  Frederick,  p,  268. 
SerMioni,  count   de>    commands  an  Aultrian  corps  in  Moravii, 

P'  »35/ 
Sirs,  major-general,  commands  the  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz,  p.  1 59. 
SiUfia  is  attacked  and  taken  by  the  Pruliians,  p.  39.     Its  princes 

and  dates  pay  homage  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  p.  48.     The  care 

jnanifeBed  by  Frederick  II.  for  the  well  being  of  this  province, 

p.  49,  &c* 
Sinfendorfy  the  bifhop  of  Silefia,  carries  on  a  correfpondence  with  the 

enemies  of  Fredenck,  p.  49. 
Sol/ikflf  gains  the  battle  of  Kunerfdc<»f,  p.  189. 
Soorp  the  battle  of,  p.  90.     Refleftions  concerning  it,  note  47. 
Soubi/e,  prince  of,   commands  a  French  army  who  enter  Saxony, 

p.  1 5 1 .     Is  beaten  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  p.  1 53, 
Stuir,  Lord,  aiTures  the?  emperor,  Charles  VI.  of  a  retreat,  p.  68. 

Stermtttgf 
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Stmui^pmsLJor  dc,  teachti  Frederick  n«  the.madienatics  and  fioriU 
*  ftcanoHy  p«  8*       " 

SiWe^  a  Proffian  g^Aemlj  tijis  entcxprifts  duriog  the  batde  of  Lsixai^ 
fliottt,  not645. 

Seolbrrgt  prince  de;  b*  besLten  at  Ft'eyber^^  p.  ^40. 

Smbm*  the  Saxon  eny^  to  Peteriburghj  recwe»  a  letter  fi'om  F^ejfT; 
rice  II.  ttbte  13.  Fart  6f  ^tpother^  \$aridta,tQj|usa  bv  the  &sm  ptr^* 
fenagie.  When  he  was  only  prince  royal*  ^iju  VCnother  letttv  in 
aniWer,  p.  %j%.  Several  mofe  letters,  p.  272,  Ice.  The  oir* 
taken  \itf  Frederick  of  his  farviving  faantf,  p.  zyi.  Tbe  M&er 
returned  by  Frederick  tOrhis  widoiv,  ibid.- 

SMmjffyi  a  PoUlh  itUgnat^  is  cairritd  oiF  by  the  Fruffianii.  p.  iHi 

Snioidis  exttef  PruSan  Pomerania.  p.  \/^,  and  foon  retire^  p.  ijo. 
They  :ate  t^pulftd  tb  StiaUimd*  p»  1 05.    Aa^cdote^  note  91.    . 


Ttmemsin,  dunmaniant  of  BrefW*  his  anfive^r  to  Lattdohn^  on  fum- 

mpnii^  the  town,  p.  209. 
^9rgan^  the  battle  of,  p.  219*  ^         ^ 

ThMhi,  the  Ruffian  general*  takes  Berlin*  and  exafts  a  heavy  oon* 

tribation,  p.  2tc. 
^rtmkf  the  baron  of*  once  die  favourite  of  Frederick  IL  relations  of 

inckients,  extraded  from  his  memoirs*  p.  365, 

U 

Union  of  Frankfort*  p.  70,  Its  articles*  note- 3  S.  Memorial  pub- 
lifhed  by- the  king  of  Pruilia  on  this  occaiion*  note  39.  A  fecret 
article  in  this  tmion*  note  40. 

Vrfinust  chaj^ain  to  Frederick  I.  obtains  the  title- of  bifhop,  p«  3^  an4 
note  2. 


Vunna^  the  court  of*  difallows  the  pretenfions  made  by  Frederick  II. 
upon  ibme  principalities  in  Sileiia*  p»  38.  Publi(hes  a  circular 
refcript*  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  armaments  of  the  king  of  Pruffia* 
p.  123,  note  66. 

Vi1Uir$i  the  minifter  plempotentiary  from  Great  Britain  to  Drefden ; 
the  correfpond0K:e  bec«reen  him*  the  Drefden  9niniller*  and  Fre- 
derick* p.  ^20,  339. 

Fckaire  delcribes  the  fituation  in  which  he  difcovered  Frederick  II. 
at  Clevcs*  note  19.    His  remark  concenung  this  prince*  note  24. 

w 

WarJtoffih^  a  Silefian  gentleman,  forms  the  projifk  of  carrying  olf 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  of  delivering  him  to  the  Aoftrians*  p.  230* 
and  notes  124  and  125. 

a  mdeU 
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WM,  the  Pniflhn  genera!,  bfes  a  fotde  ag^xift  tke  Ruffians » 

p.  189. 
WbnfMrtek^  fccretaly  of  lection  of  the  codrt  of  Vienna  at  Berlin, 

gamed  by  the  coort  of  rmffia,  and  gives  him  copies  of  all  the 

S^Mtches  which  he  receives,  note  65. 
Ptrmr,  die  Anffaian  hnflkr,  enters  into  the  fervice  of  the  king  of 
'  PtnfRi;  aftd»  afterwards,  becomes  a  lieatehant*general.  note  27. 

Marches  to  the  relief  of  C'olberg,  and  obliges  the  Ruffians  to  raiTe 

Ae  fieeeof  thatplace^p.  214,  and  note  ii6.    Drives  the  Swedes 

-  to  StraEfand,' p.  22 1 . 
Wia4fl>iim,  the  Imperial  town  of,  taken  by  the  Pruffians,  p.  241. 
WifrtitfiUb,  defeats  a  troop  of  Bo&iacs  and  of  I^canians,  note  4^. 

His  enterprizes  at  the  battle  of  Landfhout,  2I/V.     h  fent  to  Pe- 

terfbtn-gh,  p:  ^9.   Poffition  of  the  corps  under  his  command,  p  1 32. 

Is  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Prague,  note  77 «    Is  mortally  wounded 

in  an  adion  with  the  Auilrians,  p.  158. 
Wirtemberg,  duke  of». fends  auxiliary  troops  to  the  emprefs  queeoi 

P-  I3t3- 
Irilf,  the  philofopher,  is  driven  from  theijatcs  of  fr^erick-Wil- 

bam,  p.  5  ;   and,   at  length,  recalled  by  Frederick  II.  p;  24, 

note  16. 
Wtmfcb  makes  the  Ruffian  garrifon  of  Frankfort  on  the  Oder  pri- 

ibners,  p.  192.     Is  fent  into  Saxony  with  a  part  of  the  Prufljan 

army,  p.   195.       Reukcfs  Leipfic,    Wittenberg,    and  Torgau, 

P-  199- 


Zaflrowf  commandant  of  Schweidnitz,  p.  227,  lofcs  his  regim'?nt; 

note  12  2. 
Zieten  diilinguifhcs  himfelf  at  the  battle  of  Prague,  p.  141.    Attacks 

the  Auftrian  front  at  the  battle  of  Torgau,  p.  220. 
Zorudorft  battle  of,  p.  176,     And  anecdotes,  p.  437* 
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